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THE 


RE F ACE. 
A T7 length the Reader is preſented with the 
Fifth and Laſt Volume, of what we call. 


Je Roman Hiſtory, which concludes with the Diſſo- 


tion of the Byzantine, or Eaſtern Empire, the 
tal Effects of which all Chriſtendom fee/s to 


Wis Day. I thought the kind” Reception the World 
e the former Volumes, a ſufficient Euccurage- 


ent for me to undergo the Difficulties I knew 
had to contend with in the compiling. of this, tho' 
muſt confeſs they proud greater upon Trial , 


an they at firſt appear d. The multiplicity of 


uthors I had to conſult, their different Tempers, 
ivate Intereſt and [nclinations; the. Prolixneſs 
ſome, and affected Brevity of others, their ma- 
felt Contradiftions, and the different Opinions + 
ey have ſeverally met with from the learned 
orld, convinc d me of the great Care I was to 
te in the Performance, and how liable I was 
Miſtakes. Tis a juſt Obſervation Cantacu- 

nus, one of the beſt among em, has made him- 
if in the Preſace to his Hiſtory, "Aural & onws 
Ta: e NxxeI D Wick wy SieAtyorvro, Cle dN 
> Mynnv dmidurgy Tf aealugrur, aoxdv avlhs 
A reh 
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The PREFACE. 
bl BH wes Ai,] 7 mrovwy, 1 T GAG 
mcc, N T pucEov xohuBetou, & d Andean 

| prev Fepriionvics. They repreſented, ſaith hf 

1 the Matters they pretended to give an HiſtoW 

ö | rical Account of, in ſuch Colours as were mo 

agreeable to their particular Tempers ; withou 

| any Regard had to Truth, they thovght the 

1 Buſineſs was immoderately to praiſe or con 

dem thoſe to whom, upon private Conſide 

rations, they were well or ill affected. For t 

Reaſon I found it my Bufineſs to enquire into ti 

1 Hiſtory of the Man, before I could depend upi 

that of the Author, and quickly percetv'd, thi 

Prejudice and Partiality were Vices, as Preda 
minant in thoſe Ages as they are now ; even the 

who pretended to be Eye-Witneſſes of what th 
writ, were often blinded by Paſſion, or miſsled | 

Intereſt, | | 


T would premiſe this, by way of Apology, 
whatever Errors ſhall be found in the followin 
Sheets : The Ground was ſo ſlippery that I hope 
may be pardon'd, if I have trippd ſometimes ; wh 
the Foundation is weak, ti unreaſonable to expe 
a Maſter-piece in the Superſttucture. 


* - N 
=. XE 
- & — Y = 
—_ — LIT TIT" PP Þ. _— 2 2 - 
—— Y, mn, 5 — 


ow a Yo % op emer —— 
8 
— Y * — 
- » Wit ů * I 


0 = 
——ä—U—ỹä — 


— — 
—— —— 


After all I hope it is not ſo bad, but the Real 
er will meet with ſomething in it worthy his OS 
ſervation, and perceive it's no new thing to hei 
the People cry cut, The Temple of the Lordi 
the Temple of the Lord ! who very rarely jr 
quent the Church, or to find Men contend | 

1 6 what they call the Purity of Worſkip, who in Il 
i mean time place all in a ſpecious Outſide, at 
1 : "Sp EE ha vii 
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The PREFACE, 


£1 ving no more than the Form of Godlineſs, are 
nll, better than tinkling Cymbals. One thing 
2 e Reader will particularly obſerve of the Greeks, 
JiſtofW,ie when Mahomet was with a powerful Ar- 
molly at their Gates, and the Dangers, with which 
thouWy were immediately threaten d, requir d the uni- 
the Forces of a much ſtronger People to oppoſe em, 


hat then they buſied themſelves in unſeaſonable 
//putes about Religion, till they had ſacrificd 
Wer that, and all that was dear to em, in the 
rc. 


The Reader perhaps may wonder .why *tis 
Il cal'd the Roman Hiſtory, fince the People 
whom it treats bear ſo little a Reſemblance 
thoſe Ancient Romans, who were the Subject 
the former Volumes : The greateſt Reaſon 
„ that they always call themſelves ſoz their 
uthors calld the People Romans, and their 
inces the Roman Emperors, affecting the Title 
e, they had loſt the Power, and ſo were 
ughd at by the reſt of the World for their 


ans. 


In a Ward, tho it be not a Work ſo perfet 
d irreprovable, as might be wiſhd, yet I hope 


Ready will not meet with a worſe Reception, for the many 
s Oemphlets that abound at this Day in the World, 
| heqpich oftner expoſe the Heat, than the Senſe of a 
L order ty, and ſerve only to widen the Breaches they 
y ſrfetend to heal. *Tis the Sign of an ill Manage- 
d nt in the Faculty, when ſo many ſet up for 
in -)/icians ; and certainly we never had more Pre- 


ders to Politicks, who leſs underſtood the Thing 
| A 2 they 
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they preſume to teach; and tis well if ſome Mean 
could be found to draw the World off from reading 


and encouraging ſuch Follies, 


I hope the Errors of the Preſs (except ſom 


that it will be needleſs to give the Reader th 
Trouble of an Errata, only he is defir d to rea 
Conqueror inſtead of Emperor, when he come 
to the twenty fourth Line of the ninety ſecon 
Page. 


— 


A | : | 
HAB L E 
| OF THE 


EMPERORS. 


A Lexander, 81ſt Emp. Page 65 to 67 
Alexius, 97th Emp. p. 210 to 261 

lexius II. 1coth Emp. p. 289 to 296 

lexius Angelus, 103d Emp. p. 314 to 32757 

lexius Angelus II. 104th Emp. p, 325 to 330 

ndronicus, Iloiſt Emp. p. 296 to 301 

ndronicus II. 109th Emp. p. 367 to 390 

adronicus III. 110th Emp. p. 390 to 396 

afilins, 79th Emp. p. 48 to 54 

aſilins II. 85th Emp. p. 116 to 139 

alo-Joannes, 98th Emp. p. 261 to 269 

onſtantine VI. 8 1. Emp. p. 67 to 88 

onſt antine VII. 85th Emp. p. 116 to 141 | 

onſtantinus Monomachus, 8th Emp. p. 160 to 

477 | 

onſtantinus Ducas, 93d Emp. p. 186 to 190 

onſlant. Palæologus, 114th Emp. p. 415 ad fin. 

Duca, xo6th Emp. p. 342 to 350 

ohn Palæologus, 111th Emp. p. 396 to 408 

on VI. 113th Emp. p. 413 to 415 

rexe, 72d Emp. p. 1 to 5 


ſas 


. 3} e * 


A A Table of the Emperors. 
Iſaac Comnenus, 91d Emp. p. 180 to 186 
Tſaacius Angelus, 102d Emp. p. 301 to 314 
Leo IV. 75th Emp. p. 15 to 21 

Leo V. Soth Emp. p. 54 to 64 

Manuel Comnenus, 99th Emp. p. 269 to 289 
Mavnel Palzologus, 112th Emp. p. 408 to 413 
Michael I. 74th Emp. p. 12 to 15 + þ 
Michael II. 76th Emp. p. 21 to 31 

Michael III. 7 8th Emp. p. 40 to 48 

Michael IV. 87th Emp. p. 149 to 157 
Michael V. 88th Emp. p. 157 to 160 
Michael VI. 91ſt Emp. p. 178 to 180 
Michael Ducas, 95th Emp. p. 197 to 202 
Nicephorus I, 73d Emp. p. 5 to 11 
Nicephorus Il. 83d Emp. p. 92 to 99 
Nicephorus III. 96th Emp. p. 202 to 210 
Palzologus, 108th Emp. p. 353 to 367 
Romanus I. 32d Emp. p. 88 to 92 

Romanus II. 86th Emp. p. 141 to 149 
Nomanus III. 94th Emp. p. 190 to 197 
Theodora, goth Emp. p. 177 to 178 

T heodorus Laſcaris I. 105th Emp. p. 334 to 342 
Theod. Laſcaris II. 107th Emp. p. 351 to 353 
Theophilus, 77th Emp. p. 31 to 40 

Zimiſces, 84th Emp. p. 99 to 116 
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om the Nene of — Roman En re. 


7% Charles the Great, to the Taking BK 
% ſtantinople by the Tufls. 145 
& | Contatning the _— 7 657 ment 3 
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2 rom the Re-otabliſhmerit of 45 ps e it the 


We ft, to the Death of Leo PriloGptns 


SW the Space of 111 Tears... 


(HE laſt Volume concluded with the Rez 
eſtabliſhment ofthe Empire inthe Weſt un- 
der Charles the Great; and tho the exceed. 


pire, the Extent of its Dominions, the Intrigues, 
tereſts, and different Fortunes of his Succeffors ehe 
evailing Greatneſs of the Popes, their private Artifi- 
sand publick Encroachnients, the I gnorance * 
me, the Cruelty of others, and the Ambidon of * em 
, ſeem to afford Materials more than ſifficient for 
is fucceeding Volume, I ſhall no farchercegard em 
an as they bear a * the Affairs of the 7 


— — 


ing Power, and Authority of this new | 


n 
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The Fortunes of which Empire I ſhall endeavour: 
purſue down to its Diffolution, and preſent em to t 
Reader's View, in as clear and methodical a Narratig 
as the Aſſiſtance left us by the Hiſtorians will admit 
The Byzantine Empire was ſo far from being we 

ken d by the EreQion,df a new Imperial Authority 
the Yet, that in all probability ir would have receiy 
new Strength and Nouriſhment from it, as by a Lit 
of Communication, had it not been broken by d 
Contrivances of ſome, who either preferr'd their p 
vate Intereſt to the publick Good, or were influenc 
by ſuch narrow Conſiderations as confin'd their Cour 
Fils and Actions to the Age they themſelves liv'd i 
without any Proſpect had towardsthe Times that we 
to follow, Men began to grow too opinionative State 
men, to be true Patriots, and the Art of Governmei 
was more aim'd at, than the End of it: However, 
private Men are inſtructed by the Failings and Mi 
fortunes of their Neighbours, ſo ſhould the Factiot 
and Diſtempers of one Age be apply'd to heal t 
Breaches and Diviſions of another, 

At the Time that Charles the Great was ſaluted En 
peror by the Pope and all the Roman People, the 
ſtern Empire was engag'd in almoſt uninterrupte 
Wars with the Saracens, their irreconcileable Enemie 
who, beſides the Hatred they bore em from Conl 
derations Civil and Political, perſecuted them upe 
the Score of their Religion. Aaron their Caliph, at 
his Predeceſſors, had ſo effectually prevail'd again 
'em, that hardly the Name of a Patriarch washea 
of at Antioch or Alexandria; and that either becau 
no ſuch had been for ſome Time appointed, or for th 
they who were choſen to the Office had not 
Courage, in that miſerable Age, to appear in ul 
Execution of it; and 'tis an af 


ared Sign they, ha 
loſt their Liberties, who have been forc'd to give! 
their Religion, Theſe Conſiderations, and the dai 
Progreſs of Charles's Arms in the Weſt, his unweary 
Diligence, and warlike Preparations, which {ge 


qt 4 
. 0 — 


hap. I. LXXII. Irene. 


our promiſe him the abſolute Dominion of all Italy, 
to Ha of Sicily, mov'd Irene the Empreſs to ſend het 
[20108 mbaſſadors to him with Propoſals of a firm and laſt- 
nit pg Peace. Charles gave 'em a very free and generous 
; Well udience, and promis'd by Ambaſſadors of his own 
1) Conſantinople to treat of, and agree to whatevet 


ould be thought proper for the Good of both Em- 


| LifE-:. To theſe Ambaſſadors were join d Legats 
Y tom the Pope, and they were all honour'd with a 
ir Pry magnificent Reception at Conſtantinople. Thus fat 


i e Matter proceeded much to the Honour and Sa- 
ou faction of Vene, tho' in the Iſſue it prov'd her 
-chronement and Deſtruction. Among their other 


a Marriage between Charles and the Empreſs, that 
mcg: two Empires might be once more happily united 


2 firſt Overtures to Charles, and therefore very readi- 
enter'd into the Negotiations ; but was as zealouſly 
pos'd in it by eEtius an Ennuch, who being a di- 
nguiſh'd Favourire,rul'd with great Authority in the 
lace, and was become Maſter of immenſe Trea- 
es. He had for a long Time labour d in ſecret to 


upteſſhvance his Brother Leo, either as an Aſſociate to 1- 
miete, or her Succeſſor in the Empire, and he well knew 
Loni his Counſels and Contrivances would unavoidably 


defeated by ſo unexpected a Treaty. Nor was 
tius the only Obſtacle to the Match propos'd, for 
cephorus the Patrician, a Man of great Intereſt and 
bitions Deſigns, declar'd himſelf more openly a- 
nſt her. He had ſome Months before engag'd Ni- 
and ſeveral others of the leading Men among 


how ſhameful and ignominious it was for Men. 
e them to be Slaves to the Pride and Ambition of 
imperious Woman; and now added freſh Weight to 
former Remonſtrances, by ſhowing em the dan- 


ions Defign Irene had of transferring the Govern» 
op x B 2 | ment 


ſtructions, theſe Ambaſſadors were order d to treat 


their Perſons. Of this Trene is ſaid to have made 


> Patricians to join with him, by repreſenting to 


ous Conſequences of ſuch a Match, and the per- 
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Itene de- 


be d. 


i ba. Ends he baniſh'd her to a Monaſtery in the Prin 


ſpirators afnirm'd, and declar'd for Nicepborus; w 


ner, being ſaluted with the Cuxſes, rather than t 


on to her Perſon and Government, had forc'd him 


 Complacency, to perſuade her to diſcover it. At fi 
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ment of the Eaſt into the Hands of Charles, and then 
by making them no other than a Province to the Will 
ſtern Emperors. This produc'd a very ſudden Rey 
lution, for the diſcontented Nobility being ſupport 
by their Clients and Dependants, went in a large Bl 
dy to the great Palace, where they got an ea 
Admittance; for telling the Guards it was Tren 
Pleaſure. Nicephorus ſhould be declar'd. Emperor, of 
purpoſe to obviate the Deſigns of «#tius, who in 
very preſumptuous manner urg'd her to his Broth 
Leo's Promotion; ÆAtius being a Man obnoxious t 
the Army, the Guards readily believ'd what the Cot 


being thus admitted with his Friends, ſent his Emiſl 
ries about the City that Night, to prepare the Peop 
for the Execution of his Deſigns the Days followin 
As ſoon as it was Light, thoſe of his Party ſeiz'd fo 
cibly on Irene, and ſhut her up in Priſon ; after whit 
they conducted their new Emperor to the gre 
Church, where he was.crown'd in a tumultuous ma 


Acclamations of the People. 
This was the end of Irene's Power, and the begi 
ning of her Miſeries. At firſt the Tyrant treated h 
with much Civility and Reſpect, he exclaim'd agai 

the. Violence of the People, who, our of a Diſal a 


accept ofthe Imperial Title. He knew ſhe had co 
ceal'd an immenſe Treaſure, and being a Man of 
ſordid covetous Temper he hop'd, by an inſinuati 


ſhe endeavour'd to evade his Sollicications, but 
length comply d with his Requeſt, upon Conditi 
ſhe might be ſuffer'd to live in a peaceable and h 
nourable Reſtraint in the Palace of Eleutberius, whil 
ſhe her ſelf had built. Nicephorus, by a ſolemn Pn 
miſe, granted her Defire, but having obtain d 


Mityl 


eee 
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| tranſacted necording to their own Deſires, returnt 

4 home very well fatisfy'd with their Negotiation. 

þl Tho' Nicepborus hop'd, upon his Friendikip with 

| ' Charles, and the Benefit of this Treaty, to render him 

| ſelf belov'd and reſpected by his People, yet was bl 

univerſally deteſted, eſpecially by the Army. He wall 

by Nature haughty, covetous and revengeful, which 

in ſome meaſure he conceal'd before his Promotion 

but behay'd himſelf with little or no Reſerve after hi 

Advancement. It is to be doubted whether he wal 

more greedy of Blood or of Gold: He was a perfeꝗ 

Slave to his Appetites, and as ſuch could have no ſ 

rious . Taſte of Religion. Theſe pernicious Quali 

ties, ſo unbecoming an Emperor in the very Entranc 

of his Reign, rais'd the general Murmurs of the Pee 

ple againſt him, and provok'd the Army in the Ea 

Bardanes to renounce their Allegiance, and declare Bardanei 

declar'd one of their Commanders, Emperor. Bardanes wi 

Emperor at firſt ſupported by Michael and Leo, two princip! 

2 = * Officers, who ſucceeded Nicepboras in the Empire 
201. but whether they found Bardanes, who fear'd the 

5 fuſion of Chriſtian Blood, averſe to the Election of thi 

Army; or that being of a meek, peaceable Temper 

he was unable to improve the Advantage Fortune ha 

thrown into his Hands, they ſhortly after deſerts 

him, and went over to Nicephorus ; fo that Bard; 

being forſaken by his Friends, and terrify'd by t 

Predictions of a Monk, ſent a ſubmiſſive Meſſage « 

Nicephorus, and earneſtly ſu'd for a Pardon, which thi 

N Emperor readily promis d, and order'd him to Þ 

ſhaven in the Monaſtery of Heraclius at Catabolium 

but as if all thiswas not ſufficient for his Securicy, | 

ſhortly afrer commanded his Eyes to be pluck'd out, 

he was going upon a friendly Invitation from him 

J. D. Conſtantinople. Nicephorus proceeded with great Sey 

Soz. tity againſt ſome others that had appear'd moſt forwar 

8 in the late Commotions, and Nicetas, who had bee 

fo zealous for his Advancement, was poiſon'd abe 

the ſame Time, and ſome will have it by the Emp 

3 p'7- 0 2 „ 58 rot 
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W hap. 1. LXXIII Nicephorus. 7. 
rn Wor's Order; who being thus ſecur'd from Bard, ! 

- Whought farther to confirm the Empire in his own 

onſe by crowning his Son Stauratius, a Perſon as 

nfit for the Imperial Dignity as kis Father, being de- | 
orm'd in Body and Mind. This Solemnity being o- Nicepho- 
er, and having, as he thougut, ſettled his Affairs at — 
zome, he march'd with a powerful Army againſt the , Arz- 
frabians, who had miſerably harraſs'd the Empire, bians. 
nd from whom he receiv'd a total Defeat the Augu 
ollowing, and very narrowly eſcap'd withi his Life; 

ut the Saracens not thinking it ſufficient that they had 
epell'd Nicepborus, and, after he had loſt che greareſt 

dart of his Army, forc'd him to return inglorious 
zome, ſhortly after, under the Command of Aaron A, D. 
heir Caliph, to the Number of three hundred thou- gog. 
and Men, invaded the Empire, and proceeding as 

ar as Tana, the Metropolis of Cappadocia Minor, they 

ook the City, and erected in it a Mabometan Moſch, 

frer which the Caliph ſeiz'd on other fortify d Towns, 

nd having detach'd a Body of fixty thouſand Men 
owards Ancyra in Galatia, they waſted the Country 

p as far as that City. This ſpeedy Progreſs of the 
nfidels awaken'd Nicepboru, who was buſying himſelf 

n Buildings, and other expenſive Amuſements. He 

ais'd as powerful an Army as the Time would allow 

f, but finding himſelf unable to reſiſt the numerous 

orces of his Enemies, he ſent his Ambaſſadors to A 

ron with Propoſals for a Peace. The Caliph, who 

ell knew the Neceſſities to which the Emperor was 
educ'd, would give no ear to an Accommodation, but 

pon theſe Terms, that the Emperor ſhould pay the 
Saracens an early Tribute of thirty thouſand Pieces of 

old, beſides three thouſand for his own Head, and 

as many for that of his Son; and that Nicepborus ſhould 

ot for the future preſume to repair the Forts Aaron 

ad taken and diſmantłd. Nicephorus paid the Money, 

but as ſoon as Aaron was retir'd he reftor'd the Forts 

that had been demoliſh'd, and added new ones to 

em, at which the Arabian: were ſo provok'd, that they 

* B 4 return'd 


— 
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The great return'd with a numerous Army, and rag d with if 
_—_—_ greater Fury than they had done before. At 
cen. lame Time they arm'd a ſtrong Fleet againſt Cypry 
* which they took, demoliſhing the Churches, killing 
or driving away the Inhabitants, and miſerably wal 
ing the Iſland. The Year following they attemptei 
the ſame Thing againſt Rides, where a great Nu 
ber of the Inhabitants were taken Priſoners ; but thy 
Garriſon in the Caſtle made a very vigorous Ref 
ſtance, and the Fleet in their return ſuffer'd ven 
From; much by a furious Storm, which ſome Writers haut 
Annal. attributed to the Violence they offer'd the Relicks offi 
A. D. St. Nicholas at Myra, a City in Lycia, where the) 
807. touch'd as they were returning home. 
| In the mean Time Nicepborus was employ'd in ſeek 
ing out an agreeable Match for his Son Stauratiuff 
he had lately arm'd for an Expedition againſt thi 
Bulgarians, his inveterate Enemies, but being arri- 
at Adrianople, the Army refus'd to march for want oi 
their Pay, which forcd him to return home with 
much Anger, and more Diſhonour. Being arriv'd ali 
Conſtantinople he ſummon'd the moſt beautiful Vir 
gins of the City to appear at Court, in order 1 
chuſe from among em a Wife for his Son; but ha 
ving conſulted with his Counſel he marry d Staur«if 
tius to Theophania, one of the late Empreſs Irene's Rel 
lations, tho' ſhe had been contracted before to anc 
ther Man, and to add a Grace to the Nuptial he de 
flour'd two of the Virgins he had ſummon'd to at 
tend him. This his brutiſh Behaviour threw the 
People into a general Diſcontent, and in Time 
drew the Divine Vengeance down upon his Head 
He was ſo univerſally hated, that almoſt every Day 
ſome Conſpiracy or other was form'd againſt him 
which however by his extraordinary Diligence he al- 
14 ways detected, and proceeded with exemplary Seve 
1. rity againſt the Conſpirators, ſparing neither Lay: 
140 men nor Eccleſiaſticks, putting ſome to Death, bas 
niſhing others, and confiſcating the Eſtates of Fg 
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Whilſt he was wholly intent upon theſe bloody 
quiſitions, the Bulgarians defeated a Party of his 
diers, taking from em eleven hundred Pounds of 
old, which he had affign'd for the Payment of bis 
my. The ſame Year before Eaſter, Crumus, King 
Bulgaria, — — Sardica, and put ſix thouſand 
Idiers to the Sword. The Emperor made no other 
> of theſe Misfortunes, than with a more heavy 
and to oppreſs his diſtreſſed Subjects; ſuch of his 
ommanders as had the good Fortune to eſcape the 
ands of Crumus, he receiv'd fo roughly, and terrify'd 

with his Menaces, that he provok'd 'em to re- 
lt, and fide with the Bulgarians, He impos'd a 
>w Tribute upon the City to repair Sardica, and 
itted no Opportunity of exhauſting his Subjects, 


rdly ſufficient for his daily extravagant Expences. 
dme of the Wealth, rais'd by theſe violent Extorti- 
s, fell into the Hands of the Saracens, who, making 
Inroad into the Roman Territories, overthrew Leo, 
e of his Generals, and, beſides the Slaughter of a 
eat Multicude of his Men, took from him a great 
uantity of Gold, with which he was going to pay 
e Army. To repair this Loſs he tax'd all Churches 
d Monaſteries, and laid an Impoſition of eight 
ears upon the Houſes of the Nobility, command- 
g Nicetas the Patrician to levy it, whilſt he pro- 


zing by this Time forſaken of God, and deteſted of 
len, he had little reaſon to hope any good Succeſs 
ould crown his Undertakings; however he collect- 
| into one Body moſt of the Forces throughout his 
mpire, and having conſtrain d many poor Men to 
rve on Foot at their own Charges, arm'd with 
ings and Staves, and following him with their Cur- 
„which were aggravated with thoſe of his whole 
rmy, he enter'd Bulgaria : Of whoſe Approach 
hen Crumus, who then lay at Marcellæ, was inform'd, 
ing cerrity'd at the Report of the Multitudes he 

e © © brought 


jd ſwelling his own Coffers, which however were 


eded in another Expedition againſt the Bulgarians. 


W 


I 2 
6 A. 
1 811. 


Nicepho- 
rus rages 
with great 
Fury in 
Bulgaria; 


brought with him, ſent and deſir'd Peace; but 


it, and with a cowardly Temerity, on the twentiet 
of Fuly, when the Dogſtar rag'd over the Plains, 


Bowels of his Country, that Nicephorus, when he | 
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obftinate Emperor, blinded by his own Folly, a 
the Inſinuations of his Flatterers, arrogantly refug 


invaded the Country, often repeating theſe Word 
Who ſhall go and deceive Ahab? What God or Devil is 
that draws me on thus againſt my own Will? By whit 
he ſeem'd ſenſible of that Fate which his Foreknc 
ledge could not avoid. Whilſt he was on his Marci 
Byz,antim, his beloved Favourite, forſook him, 2 
fled with the Imperial Robe, and an Hundred Poun 
of Gold, to Cramus, which was receiv'd as an ui 
lucky Omen by ſome about him. For three Dayli 
together he ſeem'd to have the Advantage, but 2 
ſcrib'd his Succeſs not to the Mercy of God, but t 
Conduct and good Fortune of his Son Srauratius. H 
exceedingly threaten'd all the Bulgarian Officers thi 
oppos'd his Progreſs, extended his Fury to Brutes, t 
Infants, and Perſons of both Sexes, all Ages a 
Conditions, denying the Right of Burial to thoſe wii 
were ſlain, and with a greedy Eye and rapaciol 
Hand ſeiz'd on whatever was able to ſatisfie eit 
his Pride or his Avarice, puniſhing thoſe Chriſtial 
with the loſs of their Ears and other Members, w 
were found embezzling any part of the Booy 
Crumus being ſenſibly afflicted at the Calamities ff 
his Subjects, ſent again an humble ſubmiſſive Mel 
ſage to him, offering him-all he could demand « 
Condition he would quit the Country ; but he, d 
to the Name of Peace, receiv'd the Meſſengers wit 
Scorn, and diſmiſs d em with Indignation. When 
upon Crumus, agitated by Deſpair and the Thirſt « 
Revenge, fortify d and ſecur'd all the Paſſes the En 
peror had broken thro', and ſhut him up ſo cloſe in i 


obſerv'd it, cry d out with great Aſtoniſnment to tho 
that were near him, That tho' they all bad Wings they# 
ver could eſcape the Deſtruction which ſo nearly threatel 

Wh 10e 
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m. Two Days after this Crumas ſet upon his Where at 
7 amp, and took it by Storm, in which fell the Em- 


rot himſelf, with moſt of the Patricians and gene- 
| Officers. Stauratius teceivd a mortal Wound in 
Neck, and eſcap'd in a Litter to Adrianople. All 
e Arms and Baggage fell into the Enemy's Hands; 
d Crumus having found Nicepboras his Corps, cut o 

s Head, and having fix' d it on a high Pole, expos d 
for ſome Time to the view of his Soldiers, after 
hich he enclos'd his Skull in Silver, and in an in- 
ting manner made his Nobility drink out of it. 


curſe the Remembrance of it, had they not been 
pmforted wich this Thought, that the Tyrant pe- 
ſh'd in it. His Government was ſo inſupportable, 
at he exceeded all the Monſters who ever reign'd 
fore him, in Ambition, Luxury, and unheard of 


es, Marbarities; he was ſtrongly inclin'd to the Sect of 
s ane Manichees, and commanded his Officers to uſe 
e wiiWcclcfiafticks no other than as Slaves. He deny'd 
acioWrovidence, and affirm'd no Power was greater than 


at of the Emperor, if he had but the Art of Go- 
2rnment; for which reaſon he condemn'd all his 
redeceilors as ignorant and unskilful. He fell in 
e ninth Year of his Reign, the Eleventh of Charles 
e Great, A. D. 811. Fer ns 


nd II. Srauratiu, as we obſerv'd before, eſcap'd woun- 
„ defied to Adrianople, where ſome of the Officers took 
s wifgare to have him ſaluted and declar'd Emperor, to 
Then hich the People were ſo little conſenting, that they 
rſt . 


id not more rejoice at the Death of the Father, than 
ey griev'd that the Son ſurviv'd him. Being ſenſi- 
e of his weak Condition, and the publick Hatred 
d which he was expos d, he refolv'd to confirm his 
ite Theophania in the Empire. The chief of the 
rmy, and the Principal among the Nobility, who 
eteſted the Memory of Nicepboras, had fix d 5 
| yes 


The many fatherleſs Children and Widows which Theo- 
at Day's Deſtruction made, would have forc'd em phaa. 


12 
Michael. 


for the Dignity. | Michael, in regard of the Oaths| 
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Eyes on Michael Curopalates, who had marry'd Pyy 
pia, the late Emperor's Daughter, as a Perſon fit 


had given to Nicephorus and his Son, at firſt very 26 
louſſy declin'd it; but being inform'd that Staurati 
the better to ſecure the Empire to his Wife, in D 
ſtruſt of him and the great Affection the Nobili 
bore him, deſign'd to pluck out his Eyes, he accej 
ed of the Offer, and was declar'd Emperor. Up 
which Stauratius forſook the Place, and retir'd wi 
his Wife into a Monaſtery, where he took the 
bit, anddy'd ſhortly after, having ated as Emper 
but two Months and ten Days. 
Michael was crown'd with great Solemnity by 
cepborus the Patriarch, after he had by a publick W 
ting oblig'd himſelf to maintain the Privileges « 
the Church, and abſtain from Chriſtian Blood. Shon 
ly after he declar'd his Wife Procopia Emprefs, a 
had. her crown'd together with his Son Theophylal 
and then apply'd himſelf with great Care to healt 
Wounds of the State. He made a Provifion fort 
Widows and Children of ſuch Soldiers as fell in t 
late Wars: He ſettled an honourable Penſion upo 
Theophania, Stauratiuss Widow: He preſented: t 
Patriarch with Fifty Pounds of Gold, and gavet 
Clergy Five and twenty, which was afterwan 
follow'd by more conſiderable Preſents to them 
the Senate; endeavouring to eaſe and reſtors tho 
Families that had ſuffer'd under the Tyranny of t 
lait Reign: And having in the beſt manner he cou 
ſettled the Affairs of the Empire at home, he took ca 
to enter into ſuch Alliances as were neceſſary f. 
the Security of it abroad. Among the reſt he ſe 
his Ambaſſadors to Charles the Great, with Orders 
renew and confirm the Peace, and propoſe a Mat 
between his Son Tbeophylact and Charles's Daught 
"Tis not unlikely but Charles would willingly hav 
Hiſten'd to ſuch a Propoſal, had the Temper of tho 
Times permitted it, but Micbae was retir'd to a pf 


yay 
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4 te State before a Matter of that Conſequence 

11d macurely be conſider'd. The ſmall Account 
fit have of him from Hiſtory repreſents him to us 
aths prince like ſome of his Predeceſfors, too good for 
ee Age he liv'd in. He was zealous for the Ho- 
ratur of Chriſtianity, and no leſs for the Safety of 
in US: Empire; but the Difficulties he had to contend 
obili;chal were too great, and he found little other Satis- 
Icceraion in his Undertakings than what reſulted from 
Ws honeſt Intentions. He was hardly veſted in the 
d wi perial Purple, before he found himſelf engag'd in 
ar almoſt on every ſide : The Saracens continu'd, 
nperWcir uſual Inroads into the Empire, which they de- 
ppulated by their daily Devaſtations ; and the Bul- 
Irians could not forget their ancient Animoſities. 
k W gainſt the firſt Adichael ſent Leo, the Governor of 
ges Mooſe Parts, who watch'd his Opportunity ſo well, 

What he overthrew two thouſand of their Men, and 
2turn'd with many Horſes and a rich Booty. The 
ar with the Bulgarians prov d more fatal to the 
eal ti mperor, which ſome attribute to his own Diffi- 
for t ence and Puſillanimity, others to the Treachery of 
eo Who ſucceeded him. In the beginning of this 
mperors Reign there appear'd a betcer Underſtand- 
d tg between the two Nations than had been former- 
; for ſeveral of the Bulgarians had, upon a Per- 
iſſion obtain'd from Michael, ſettled themſelves in 
e Roman Territories, and a mutual Friendſhip ſeem'd 
d be cultivated on each ſide: But it happen'd that 
of me of the Emperor's Subjects, who had been ta- 
| en Captive in the former Wars, broke their Priſons, 
k cargWnd return'd home: Of theſe Crumis. demanded an 
| mediate Reſtitution, threatning to reſent a Refu- 
e len! in the moſt hoſtile manner imaginable. The Em- 
lers Heror, who was naturally averſe to War, and a few 


Matchhchers, were of Opinion that Crumus ought to be gra- 
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ghteify'd, but the Majority carry'd it againſt em; 


hereupon the Bulgarians fell upon the Weſtern Parts 
{che Empire, waſting all wick Fire and Sword. 2 
| chae 
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chael prepar'd with all Expedition to oppoſe em, an 
march'd at the Head of his Army into Thrace, whe 
he ſuffer'd his unruly Soldiers to commit ſo mat 
Diſorders, that the Inhabitants began to deſpiſe hi 
as a Man ignorant, or careleſs of Military Diſd 
pline. Crumus encamp'd himſelf near Adrianople, ati 
after ſeveral ſlight Skirmiſhes both Armies came 
an Engagement, in which the Imperialiſts were e 
tirely defeated and put to Flight. Michael was 
ſenſibly affected with this Misfortune, that he gre 
weary of the Imperial Purple, which requir d a Ma 
of a more warlike Genius, and therefore reſolv'd't 
reſign that Honour, which lay continually expos! 
to the Hazards of War, and the Licentiouſneſs « 
an Army. Thus is the Matter related by Theophany 
a Writer, who liv'd in that Age, and was a Share 
in the Tranſactions of thoſe Times, who adds, tha 
Michael earneſtly preſs'd Leo to accept of the Empite 
and ſuffer him to retire into a Cloyſter, but that Lt 
for a long Time refus'd it, being a Man uncorrupt 
ed in bis Loyalty, and ſenſible of the dangerous Stat 
of Affairs, and the daily Incurfions of the Barbari 
an, till obſerving Michael refolv'd upon his Refigna 
tion, and that the Enemy approach'd the Imperial 
City, then with much difficulty he went attended by 
the Magiſtrates and Soldiers to the Tribunal, wher 
he was unanimouſly declar'd Emperor. Thus hav: 
we the Matter related by Theophanes, if at leaſt the 
latter part of that Hiſtory be genuin; for ſome; 
upon good Grounds, have affirm'd, that he conclu- 
ded it with the Reign of Nicephorus, and that thi 
Reſidue was added by ſome other Hand: The 0 
ther Hiſtorians that writ of chat Age vary from Ther 
phanes in ſome Particulars. They ſay Michael at fi 
had the Advantage of the Bulgarians, till Leo, the 
General of the Eaſt, who aim'd at the Empire, drew 
off in the Heat of the Battel with the Forces utide 
his Command, by which means the Imperialifts were 


ſo much weaken'd, that the Bulgarians recover'd 
"I Day 
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y; whereupon Michael relinquiſh'd the Govern- 
nt, and left Leo by his Valour to defend that Crown 
Treachery had ſo inevitably expos d. They add, 
at Michael withdrew not by any voluntary Abdi- 
tion, but was forced to it by the ambitious Practi- 
s of Leo, who being left behind in Thrace to pro- 
t the Country, and reſtrain the Incurſions of the 
rharians, took the Advantage of the Emperor's Ab- 
ce, and by ſome of his intimate Friends inſinu- 
2d into the Minds of the Soldiers Aichaels Igno- 
ce and Inactivity, and the great Experience and 
tegrity of Leo. Theſe Intrigues were manag'd with 
much Art, that Leo was forc'd publickly by the 


ei my to accept of thoſe Honours which his Ambi- 
ban Wn in private had ſo earneſtly courted. When Ni- 
are was inform'd at Conſtantinople of what the Army 
„tha done, ſome of his Friends advis'd him to aſſert 


s Title, and prepare for a vigorous Refiſtance : 
ong the reſt his Wife Procopia, a Princeſs of a 
aſculine ambitious Spirit, declar'd it became him 


ichae! being of a meek peaceable Diſpoſition, af- 
m'd he was ready to part not only with his Crown 
t his Life, to ſave the Effuſion of Chriſtian Blood, 


as thereupon univerſally acknowledg'd Emperor. 
By whatever Artifices Les obtain'd the Purple, he 
ade it appear in the Courſe of his Reign that he 
1] deſery'd it; and thoſe Perſons that were his a- 
w'd Enemies upon the Account of Religion, were 
red to allow him to have been an active vigilanc 
Ince. Michael immediately upon his Reſignation 
d withdrawn himſelf with his Wife and Children 
o a Monaſtery at Conſt anti 
highly conſiſted with his Safety to have em fe- 
rated, and therefore confin'd the Father to a Mo- 
ſtery on the Iſland Prota, and baniſh'd Procopia and 
r Children, having firſt cruelly. caſtrated Theophy- 
che Eldeſt, and, as ſome would have it, his — 
ther 


ther to die than deſert the Imperial Throne. But 


, but Leo thought 
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d accordingly ſent the Imperial Enſigns to Leo, who Leo IV. 


A great 
Battel in 


Thrace, 


where the 
Bulgari- 
ans were 
beaten. 


Tefus'd to liſten to any amicable Overtures, and ſe 


could draw together, he offer d the Bulgarians Batte 
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ther Enatiut, who notwithſtanding was afterw!: 
Patriarch of Conſtantinople. After this he promo 
ſuch of his Friends as he thought he could with m 
ſafety confide in, eſpecially his Fellow-ſervants, I 
mas and Michael Balb, of whom mention will 
made in its proper Place. The Empire had excet 
ingly ſuffer'd by the Bulgarians during the Reigns 
his Predeceſſors; he found the Army much we 
ken'd, and was ſenſible how difficult a Matter it » 
to fill it up with new Levies. In the mean Timet| 
Barbarians, animated by their late Victories, cont 
nu'd their Incurſions, and pierc'd into the very By 
els of Thrace, which they depopulated without cc 
trol. Leo endeavour'd at firſt to reſtrain em by fi 
means, and for that purpoſe ſent his Ambaſſadors 
Crumus, Whoſe frequent Advantages againſt them h 
drawn into ſuch a Contempt of his Enemies, that! 


em back without granting em an Audience 
whereupon the Emperor found himſelf oblig'd « 
Arm, and being ſtrengthen'd with all the Forces 


The Diſpute was very obſtinate, and great Mult 
tudes of Men fell on both ſides, till at length C 
mus, who was ſuperior in Numbers, prevail'd, at 
routed the Romans, who fled at firſt in great Diſo 
der ; but Leo, who beheld all from an adjacent En 
nence, obſerving that the Bulgarians, inſtead of pul 
ſuing their Enemies, were buſied in pillaging the 
Camp, rally'd his Forces, and with a Reſerve ( 
Troops that continu'd unbroken; fell with great P 
ry upon the Bulgarians, renew'd the Fight, and d 
tain'd an entire Victory; great Numbers of the 

my were taken Priſoners, and more found dead 
the Field, among whom ſome reckon the King hit 
ſelf, who was ſlain by the Emperor's own Hand; 
thers ſay he very narrowly eſcap'd with his Life, b 
ving receiv da Wound by an Arrow, and been be 
ten off his Horſe, The Bulgariays were fo weakes 
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his Overthrow, that they were forc'd to ſit at | 
e in Peace for a long time after. 

he Reputation of this Victory, and the Vigilance 
he Emperor, reſtrain'd the Incurſions of the Sara- 
in the Eaſt during his * of and tho' he was a 
like active Prince, he choſe rather to enjoy the 
m of an honourable Peace than truſt to the Ac- 
>nts of War; for which reaſon he took care to 
ntain a good Intelligence with his Neighbours. So 
being, in a great meaſure, at Peace even with 
ſe Nations who had {worn an irreconcileable En- 
y to the Empire, he was at leiſure to reflet on 
unhappy Diſputes that divided the Church. The 
ſperous Courſe of his Affairs render'd him free 
independent, and therefore he had an Opportu- 
of entring into the Merit of the Cauſe, wichout 
neceſſity of founding his Authority upon the In- 
{t either of the one or the other Party. They who 
aſſerted the Worſhip of Images in the Church 
tinu'd to maintain the Diſpute with uch Heat 
Animoſity, and had purſu'd the Argument ſo far, 
they were ſcarce eſteem'd Chriſtians who had 
adher'd to their Opinion. The Novelty of the 
trine, and the Abſurdity of it too, together with 
onſideration of the private Deſigns, or Neceſſities 
hoſe among his Predeceſſors who eſpous'd it, and 
undutiful Behaviour they met withal from the See 
ome, who had the Courage to oppoſe it, conld 
but raiſe in Leo an utter Averſion to it. There 
many Things indifferent in themſelves which ei- 
the Artifice of Tome, or the Ignorance of others 
into pernicious Conſequences : The Repreſen- 
bn of Jeſus Chriſt in the ſeveral Paſſages of his 
, together with that of the Saints and Martyrs, 
ſerve to enliven the Affections of the truly de- 
t Chriſtians ; but when the Adoration of thoſe I- 
es is inforc'd as a neceſſary part of our Religion, 
dad of a lively Remembrance, and a grateful 


nmemoration ; when thoſe Honours are-requir'd 
to 


\ 2 


fallible Authors, we may allow Leo had juſt reaſq 
uſe his Authority, as he did, with ſo much Viga 


Leo oppo- 


ſes the 


Worſhip of 


Imager. 


ple in the Year 754, under. Conſtantinus Coprom 


_ ceedings, was ſubſtituted in his room; with Ni 


on in the Wars, for which reaſon, when he cam 
be Emperor, he advanc'd him conſiderably in 


wich which he was incumber'd, he had a moſt | 
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to be paid to the Work of Mens Hands, which 
only due to the everliving God ; 'tis time then 
pluck up that Tree by the Roots, which prod 
ſuch venomous Fruit. So that without offering 
thoſe frivolous MotivesBaroniu: hath cited from hy 


reſtrain ſo peſtilent an Innovation. He enforc' 
Obſervance of the Council celebrated at Conſtam 


and publiſh'd an Edict, wherein he abſolutely pn 
bited the Divine Worſhip that had been paid to li 
ges, and commanded em to be remov'd out of 
Church, threatning thoſe with Exile who diſobe 
his Ordonnance. Accordingly . Nicephorus the P 
arch was baniſh'd, and Theodotus the Monk, whi 
{aid to have encourag'd the Emperor in theſe | 


rus likewiſe were baniſh'd Nicetas a Patrician, 
one of the Empreſs Irene's Relations, together 
Thederusan Abbot, and Theophanes the Hiſtorian; 


we are told by Baronius, that all the reſt but hi 
76 who dy d in Exile inthe Year 828, were t 
y after reſtor'd by the Emperor, who, partly by oe 


Promiſes, and partly by Menaces, had perſuaded 
to comply. N. 

Theſe Proceedings entertain'd the Emperor ths 
maining part of his Reign, till the Behaviour of 
caael Balbas fore d him to provide for his own See 
ty ; this Michael had formerly ſerv'd as his Comp 


Government, which he imputed not ſo much to! 
Favour as his own Deſerts: Among other 


laviſh Tongue, and would frequently, in com 
Diſcourſe, reflect on the Emperor, threatning to 
poſe him, and by force marry the Empreſs. Tho 
was frequently inform'd of Micbaels Preſumpt 


lap. J. LXXV. Leo IV. ; | 


— 


t of Caution procur'd his Ruin; knowing his 


ted Provocations, and an apparent Conviction 
e him reſolve to puniſh him. He had great Rea- 
to think that what Michael had ſo freely utter'd 
ceded rather from ſome wicked Deſign form'd 
veen him and his Accomplices, as it afterwards 
ear d when it was too late, than his uſual vein of 
ing; wherefore he order d him to be apprehen- 
and brought immediately to his Trial, where the 
lence being found direct againſt him he was con- 
n'd, and ſentenc'd to be burnt alive. The Trial 
on Chriſtmas Eve, and as the Officers were lead- 
him up to Execution, Theodoſis the Empreſs ran 
an intemperate Fury to her Husband, whom ſhe 
d Tyrant, and prophane, in that he could not 
ain from Blood at a Time when he was about to 
ake of the Holy Sacrament. Leo being touch'd 
the Senſe of what ſhe utter'd, and fearing to 
d God, conſented to a Reprieve, but comman- 
his Legs to be loaden with Irons, of which he 
the Keys himſelf, and committed him to the 


greateſt ſafety confide ; after which he upbraid- 
is Wife for her unſeaſonable Paſſion, and told her 
J comply'd with ber Deſires, tho be knew it would end 
Deſtruct ion of ber and ber Children. | | 

Je Apprehenſions of Michael's Deſigns ſunk ſo 
in the Emperor's Mind that he could nor reſt, 
role in great Conſternation the Night follow- 
and reſolv'd to ſecure himſelf from the Traitor; 
dingly he broke that Inſtant into Papia's Houle, 
e he found the Priſoner lodg'd in a very rich 
faſt a-ſleep, and his Goaler reſting on the Floor 


as ſo amaz d at this unexpected Sight, that he 
d without any Noiſe, 8 to puniſh both 
p 


being averſe both to Jealouſie and Cruelty, his 


ative Diſtemper he imputed it to that, till re- 


ody of Papia, a Perſon whom he had highly ob- 
and in whom therefore he thought he could 


equal Security by him. The diſtracted Empe - 


the 
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the one and the other. This Midnight Viſit was 

made with ſo much Privacy, but the Emperor 
diſcover d by one of the Watch, who inform 
pia of what he had obſerv'd, and by that mean 

both him and Michael upon their Guard. 
could not but be ſenſible of the Danger they 
in, and therefore reſolv'd to provide for their 
Safety by giving the firſt Blow. Michael had req 
ed that ſome religious Perſon might be admitte 
confer with him, which, out of reſpe& to his $ 
Safety, the Emperor readily granted ; this Man 
chael ſent to the Conſpirators, and threaten'd, 
unleſs by ſome ſpeedy Blow they procur'd his 
leaſe, he would diſcover em all to Leo. The ( 
ſpirators being alarm'd at this Meſſage, and fe 
of the great Danger they were in, reſolv'd to 
no Time, and mingled themſelves with thoſe 
aſſiſted at Divine Service in the Emperor's Cha 
| and having hid their Daggers under their H 
| were early in the Morning admitted with them 
| the Palace; ar firſt they diſpos'd of themſelye 
der d. a private Corner of the Chappel, 'till the Em 
| | came to his Devotions, and then at a certain d 
| they fell upon him in the midſt of Divine Se! 
| and moſt barbarouſly murder'd him. At firſt 
' miſtook the Dean of the Chappel for Leo, till bt 
8 'cover'd to em his bald Head, which fecur'd his 
| Leo, foreſecing their Deſign, retir'd in the meat 
| to the Altar, where he defended himſelf for 
| time with great Bravery, 'till being at length 
| come by the Numbers of his Enemies, who, 
| out any regard to. that ſacred Place, were r 
| to compleat what they had begun; he firſt 10 
Hand in the Diſpute, and at laſt his Head. Th 
| the unhappy End of Leo, who deſerv'd a better 
after he had govern'd the Empire with much Prul 
and Reputation upwards of ſeven Years and 1 
| He was flain in the ſeventh Year of Lews the! 
naire, the fourth of Pope Paſchal, An. Dom, 820 
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The Fury of the Conſpirators did not terminate in | 
Death of Leo ; they ran with great Violence from 
Chappel to the Court, where they ſeiz'd on the 

preſs Theodoſia, and ſhut her up in a Monaſtery, 

| forc'd her four Sons into the Iſland Prota, where 
Michael's Order they were afterwards caſtrated, 

hich cruel Operation the-younger loſt his Life, 

| the elder his Speech. In the mean Time Mi- Michael. 
], being now releas'd from his Priſon, was con- II. 

ed in a tumultuous manner to the Imperial 

rone, where he was ſaluted Emperor with the 

ckles ſtill on his Feet, for the Key was no where 

de found, ſo that at laſt they were forc'd to knock 

Boles off with a Hammer, after which he was 


wn'd in the great Church by the Hands of che 
riarch.: | 1077518 
8 ho' the Death of Leo was very much regretted by 
bal generality of the People, who eſteem d him as a 


dent, moderate and valiant Emperor, yet the great ö 
rons of Images exclaim'd againſt him in the moſt 
er Terms imaginable, comparing him to Abab, 
ian the Apoſtate, and other Monſters in Hiſtory ; 
at the ſame Time loaded his Succeſſor, who had 
sd him to be aſſaſſinated, with the higheſt Enco- 
ms, calling him the promis d of God, 4 ſecond Da- 
another Joſias, be King of Peace, and the like : 
this good Humour did not continue long to- 
s him; for when they found he had enter- 
the ſame Averſion to Image-Worſhip his Pre- 
age had done before him, then they very in- 
nouſly enquir'd-into all his ill Qualicies, and would 
him to be Maſter of none that were good. 
t firſt he recall'd great Numbers of Biſhops and 
nks that had been baniſh'd by Leo, and ſummon'd 
to a Council to be held at Conſtantinople, toge- 
with thoſe that differ'd from em in Opinion, 
e to diſpute the Point in queſtion; but the Cham» 
bs refus'd.to enter into any Conference with their 
erfaries, deglaring that what they maintain d was 
| 5 duilt 
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built upon ſuch firm Foundations of Truth, that 
could admit of no Diſpute. Tho' tis very like 
they declin'd to enter the Liſt upon no other At 
count, but becauſe they knew themfelves unable 
ſupport their Cauſe by the Authority of the He 
Scriptures, and the Writings of the Fathers. How 

ver it were, this Obſtinacy very much diſpleas'dt 


Emperor, who was once inclinable, in ſome meal! 
ſure, to gratifie them; notwithſtanding which 
proceeded with no Rigour againſt them, but il 
dulg'd 'em the uſe of Images, provided it was will 
out the Imperial City. In the mean Time the . 
peror himſelf entertain'd very abſurd Notions in n 
ligion. He was born at Amorium, à City of PHI 
which was inhabited chiefly by Jes, and fuch Chl © 
ſtians who for their Heretical Opinions had be 
driven from their Native Habitations, between WW] r 
aroſe a medly in Religion, with which Michael Mu 
infeted in his Youth, and carry'd the Infection wi! 
him to his Grave; among other Abſurdities he ka 
the Fewiſh Sabbath, and deny'd the Refurrection 
the Dead. Upon this Account it's no wonder u 
his whole Reign was infeſted with Wars and Tie 
bles, and the Infidels abridg'd him both of his Mn 
nour and his Empire. TH eee Art 
A Civil The firſt Diſturbance he met with in the Bet! 
wa raird ning of his Reign was from a Civil War, bloody afF ! 
% Tho- expenſive, rais'd by 'Thomas, a Man of great Pali: < 
mas, in the Eaft, of whom mention was made H 
as ſoon as he heard that Leo, his great Benet 
was murder'd by Michael, he t Arms, and n 
ſhort Time rais'd a very conſiderable Army, co” 
pos'd of ſome who follow'd him out of Love to ©! 
Perſon, others out of a Diſaffection to Michael, Mac 
of the reſt whom the hopes of Plunder had al pr 
into the Field. Tomas was naturally ambitious, n. 
| was withal Maſter of many good Qualities, wi ; 
|  ſeem'd to favour his Ambition; the Gravity of > 
ic 


| Aſpe& commanded an Eſtcem from all that bet 


off 
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m, at the fame Time that his Eloquence and Aﬀa- 
icy made him be belov'd by all that heard him, a 
ality which render'd him exceeding grateful to 
> Soldiers, who beſides admir'd him Br his vaſt 
ength and admirable Conrage. |; | 
Theſe Advantages ſoon made him Maſter of moſt 
the Eaſtern Provinces, where he ſeiz'd on the 
blick Revenue, and having waſted Aa in a moſt 
ſerable manner, he took the whole Repion, ex- 
pt a few Provinces whom their Affection to the 
weror, and the valiant Conduct of Olbiand, and 
tacelas, two of Michael's Commanders, had main- 
nd againſt him. N age 
Tleſe Civil Embroilments encourag'd the Saracens 
take Arms, and with their uſual Fury break into 
> Territories of the Empire, at which Thomas was 
treamly affected, for he was afraid left his Men 
uld deſert him, and return to the Defence of 
ir own Poſſeſſions; at firſt therefore he reſtrain d 
> Incurſions of the Barbarians by a ſudden On- 
, and then charm'd 'em with a Promiſe that he 


ies of the Empire, as he ſhould conquer, to their 
dmmand. Having, by this means, diverted a 


chority, and in every reſpect acted as Emperor. 
y 8 !icengthen'd his Army by new Levies, drawn. 
only out of the adjacent Parts, but from among 
fo Egyptian, Indians, Perſians, and other Nations 


ſt remote. At the ſame Time he chang'd his 
me for that of Conſtantine, and omitted nothin 


to chis Time he was grown ſtrong enough to make 
ad againſt che Porces the Emperot had ſent to 
Ae prize him, and was fo fortunate in an Engage- 
„nt with them, that he gave them a total De- 
Wi; and very induftriouſly purſuing the Courſe of 
of WF Fortunes he fitted out, a ſtrong Fleet, with 


ich he maſter'd the Emperor's Navy, and march- 
C 4 ing 


duld fight in their behalf, and ſubmit ſuch” Terri- 


drm that hung over him, he aſſum'd the Imperial 


Juiſite to the Support of that Title he had uſurp'd, 


no ſooner return d back to Conſtantinople, and T 


per to the Siege of the Imperial City. Thomas, l 


| 
| 
l 
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ing at the Head of eighty thouſand Men, appoin 
ed Lesbos for the Place of general Rendezvq 
Michael, who beheld the prodigious Progreſs he ma 
againſt him, reinforc'd all his Garriſons, and ende 
vour'd to confirm the Soldiers by fair Words 2 
bountiful Preſents, notwithſtanding which he 


by the Opportunity of a dark Night got over in 
Thrace, before they revolted, and follow'd the Ul 


a Torrent, bearing down all before him both by d 
and Land, had promis d himſelf that the Inhabita 
of Conſtantinople would open their Gates to him at! 
firſt Approach, but, on the contrary, was much hi 
priz'd when he ſaw they receiv'd him with aw 
vigorous Oppoſition, and moſt opprobrious 
guage. This Union and Reſolution in the Inha 
tants very much diſtracted him and tho' he had ben 
twice repuls'd, he was reſolv'd to try his Forty 
once more, and to ſtorm the City both by Sea 2 
Land. Accordingly he diſpersd his Orders is 
much Caution and Sagacity, and. omitted nothi 
that might ſtrike Terror into the Inhabitants, : 
force em to ſurrender, when on a ſudden a viol: 
Storm aroſe, which diſſipated his Ships by Sea, 2 
render'd his battering Engines uſeleſs and ungovenWn: 
able. This Diſappointment, and. ſome ſuccels 
Sallies of the Beſieg'd, together with the ApprogWo! 
of Winter, forc'd him to raiſe his Siege with a Re 
Jution to return again in the Beginning of the Sprii 
but Fortune, which had hitherto attended him iin 
Succeſs in all his Undertakings, began now to. | 
ſake him. Michael had Time, during this Recels, 
furniſh himſelf with a Fleet, and a Land Army, n 
that the Tyrant, at his Return, met with gred 
Oppoſition than he had done before. 
+ Thomas had an experienc'd Commander in his or 
my call'd Gregory, who being nearly related to i 
the late Emperor, had been baniſh'd by Michael Pn 
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e Iſland Scirus, one of the Cyclages, for which Rea - 
\n at the Beginning of the War, he declar'd for the 
ſurper, who put a great Confidence in him; but now, 
blerving how the Face of Affairs began to change, 
e lien'd to the Emperor's Sollicitations, and re- 
dlv'd to make his Peace with Michael, and the ra- 
er, becauſe his Wife and Children were in his 
ands. This Negotiation was not carry'd on ſo pri- 
ately, but that Thomas had timely Notice of it; 
e knew his Deſign was to deſert to the Emperor 
ith that part of the Army which he commanded ; 
ut as he was marching away, and before the Em- 
eror could receive the News of his Revolt, he left 
ſufficient Number of his Troops to maintain the 
iege, and with the reſt fell upon Gregory, defeated 
is whole Party, and took him alive, but put him 
nſtantly to Death, and then return'd in great Tri- 
mph back to the Siege, where as great Rejoycings 
were made az if he had obtain'd a mighty Victory, 

hich was more than over-ballanc'd by the Loſs of 
is beſt Ships, which were burnt, ſunk, or taken by 
he Emperor's Fleet. 

In the mean Time Martagon, King of the Bulgari- 
n, had been inform'd that Michael was block'd up 
dy his own Subjects in che Capitol of his Empire, 
and, pity ing rather the Dignity than perſon of the 
'mperor, ſent private Meſſengers to him, who en- 
ourag'd him with Promiſes of a ſpeedy Relief from 
heir Maſter, who accordingly march'd againſt Tho- 
as, tho' the Emperor had endeavour'd to diſſuade 
im from the Expedicion, either for that he was un- 
illing to have his Country waſted by another Ar- 
y, or that a Reward anſwerable to ſo ſeaſonable 
and friendly an Aſſiſtance, would too much exhauſt 
is Trealury, in the improving of which he equall'd, 
if not exceeded, the moſt covetous of his Predeceſ- 
ots. When Thomas heard of the Bulgarians Approach who ir & 
he was uncertain what Meaſures to take; he knew thrown 


imſelf unable to oppoſe them, and at the ſame Time by the Bul- 
Nt? | : 2 . | - | con- gatlans, 


and Slain, 


A. D. 
822. 


length he refolv'd to fight the Bulgarians, by whom 


" ſome Time; but at length they were all reduc'd eithe 


Civil War was extinguiſh'd on every fide. 
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continue the Siege, and which of the two Exped 
ents was the beſt, he could not eaſily determine; 


was overthrown, loſing his Camp, and all his Equ 

age. After this his Party declin'd every Day. When 

is Fleet, which lay before Conſtantinople, had receiv! 
News of his Defeat, it deſerted to the Emperor, ani 
the Reſidue of his Army watch'd all Opportunities 
forſaking him. At firſt he pretended to continue the 
Siege, but when he found all his Attempts ineffectu 
al, he rais'd it, and encamp'd at a Place call'd Diab. 
ſis, ſome Furlongs diſtant from the City, from wheng 
he waſted all the Country round about. His Retrey 
from the City, and the Havock he made in the Ter 
ritories of it, at once encourag'd and provok'd the 
Emperor to fend an Army ont againſt him, which ht 
receiv d with great Bravery, but was overthrown 11 
ther by the Treachery. of his own Soldiers, than the 
Valour of his Enemies. The Fortune of this Battel 
drove him to Adrianople, where, with ſuch as hal 
Courage and Fidelity enough to follow him, he wa 
block d up by the Emperor's Forces, till at length hit 
own People, after they had endur'd unſpeakable 
Hardſhips, deliver'd him up bound to the Emperot 
who cut off his Hands and Legs, and then ſhow! 
him apon an Aſs to all the Camp. Michael had 1 
great Mind to know from him, if any of his own 
Servants or Officers underhang favour'd the Rebel 
lion, had not Fohn Exabulius, the Patrician, advis0 
him not to truſt an Enemy with the Accuſation of hi 
Friends; ſo that Thomas dy'd of his Torments with 
out being ſuffer'd ro impeach any one, which it! 
thought he was very ready to have done. The Wat 
did not end immediately with the Death of Thema 
tome Cities and Caſtles, which had either been ſeiz 0 
by bim, or declar'd for him, continu'd to hold our fo 


by Force, Treachery, or ſome other Accident, and tht 
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As this War was fierce and bloody in it ſelf, fo was 
attended with ſeveral publick -Calamities, as well 
Europe as Aſia; nothing was more frequent than 
nexpected Fires, ſudden and deſtructive Earth- 
akes, civil Broils, Deſtruction of Cities, Signs in 
e Heavens, Deſolations on the Earth, with what- 
yer elſe God in his Anger inflicts on the Sons of 


apt of Images. And as if the Empire ſuffer d not e- 
auß ough at home, it was at the ſame Time aſſaulted by a 
abMangerous Enemy from abroad, who lopp'd off a con- 


ok on the Country as too narrow for em: Where- 
dre obſerving the diſtracted Condition of the Em- 
ire, and that Michael was fo cloſely preſs d by Thos 
745, that he was hardly at leiſure to defend a Part, 
hen he was in danger of — the whole, they 


tel: i'd under the Conduct of their Prince in ſearch of 
name fruitful 1Nand belonging to the Emperor, which 
wagt encourage em to plant a Colony in it. They 

hig vag'd with an inſolent Barbztity, moſt of the Ifla nds 
ble the Mediterranean, and at be D ry upon that 
rot Crete, meeting with no Oppoſition, for all the Ships 
Wind Garriſons Were gone off to affiſt Thom. The 
d Whrince was taken with the Pleaſantneſs and Fertility of 


rete, fo that he return d the Spring following with 
Fleet conſiſting of forty Ships well furniſh'd” with 
oldiers, and landed upon the Iſland; he encamp'd 
n the Promontory Charax, and from thence ſent 
pies out to difcover the Country, and in the mean 
Time ſet Fire to all his Ships, to take from his Fol- 


Vagghowers any Thoughts of a Return. 
na ihe Emperor, being advertis'd of this Deſcent, 
2Hent a ſufficient Number of Troops, under the Com- 


and of Damianus, to drive the Saracens out of the 
land. Damianw, being join'd with Photiams, Piæ- 
ect of the Eaſt, gave the Saracens Bartel, who at the 
it Onſet kill'd Damianzs, and routed the whole Ar- 


my; 


en, all which is attributed by Cedrenus to the Con- 


derable Member from it. The Saracexs were now 
rown ſo numerous in Spain, that they began to 


The Sartre 
cens tele 
in Crete. 
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| my; after which they met with none to oppoſe em 

but having built a City near a Commodious Pon 
which they call'd Candia, and which, in a great Me 

ſure, commanded the whole Iſland, they by de 

grees took in the reſt of the Towns, and carefully 

intruded their Superſtitions where-ever they plante 

their Arms. Thus Crete at once loſt her Liberty, ani 

her ancient Name, for her new Maſters call'd the 
whole Iſland Candia, after the Name of the City be 
fore-mention'd. x 

Michael, having put an end to the Civil Wan 

thought it would be a great Blemiſh to his Reign 

if he ſuffer'd the Saracens to ſettle in Crete; where 

upon he ſent away Crater with a conſiderable Fleet 

to recover the Iſland. Craterus landed his Men with 

out any Oppoſition, and fell very briskly upon the 

Enemy, who receiv'd him with an equal Refoluti, 

on. The Fight continu'd from Day-break till Noon, 

and as yet no Diſcovery could be made on which 

ſide the Victory inclin d, but towards the Evening 

the Romans had viſibly the Advantage, and the Ss 

racens, many of whom were Slain, and others. ta- 

ken Priſoners, fled away in great Diſorder. . Had 

the Romans purſu'd their Poiht, the City it ſelf had 

fallen into their Hands, but they thinking it time 

enough the next Day to put an end to the Wag 

which they already jadg to be in a great mæaſui 

concluded, ſpent the Night in Riot and Drunken: 

neſs, not ſo much as ſetting a Watch to obſerve 

the Enemy's Motions ;. who, tho' very much bro- 

ken and fatigu'd by the Labours of the preceding 

Day, would not omit an Opportunity which the Ja- 

diſcretion of their Enemies had fo favourably pte- 

ſented 'em ; they fell upon 'em with great Fury, 

as they lay in their Camp fetter'd with Wine, and 

Sleep, and cut em all off, hardly ſuffering one. to 

| eſcape to give the Emperor an Account of their Ex- 

| A. D. pedition, except the General himſelf, who, getting 

' 827. on Board a Merchantman, eſcap'd to the Iſle of 925 

e Where 


i. * — Po wee” 8 — 


- 
| | 
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here notwithſtanding he was ſhortly after ſurpriz d, 
ind nail'd to a Croſs by the Saracens. After this De- 
eat the Emperor contented himſelf with reſtrain- 
ng the inſolent Piracies of theſe Saracens, who con- 
inu'd in Poſſeſſion of the Iſland till the Year 897, 
at which Time it was recover'd by Baſilia the Empe- 
ror, as it will be made appear in its proper Place. 
Notwichſtanding theſe ſevere Calamities, which 
fillld up every Hour of this unfortunate Emperor's 
Reign, be led a looſe deſolute Life without any 
regard to Religion, or the Laws. Having lately 
bury'd his Wife, he had a great Deſire to Marry a- 
gain, and that it might be thought to be done at 
the Requeſt, and for the Benefit of his People, he 
prevail'd with ſome of the leading Men in the Se- 


ducing to the Safety of the State; and having caft 
his Eyes on Euphroſyna, one of Conſtantine the Son of 
Irene's Daughters, he forc'd her out of a Convent, 
where, from her Infancy, ſhe had led a recluſe Life, 
and marry'd her. This Action prov'd of very dan- 
gerous Conſequence to the Empire, for Euphemines, 
a Man of great Intereſt and Authority in the Ar- 
had -my, falling in Love, after the Example of his Ma- 
me ſter, with another of theſe devoted Virgins, forc'd 
Yar her out of her Monaſtery, and debauch'd her. Her 
ure Brothers, as ſoon as they heard of this Irreligious 
cn Outrage, loudly complain'd of it to the Emperor, 
reg who commanded the Governor of Sicily, where the 
10-8 Fact was committed, to examine into the Matter, 
1:8 and if he found what was alledg'd againſt him true, 
10 then to cut off the Offender's Nole. uphemias, 
rei who little expected to have been proceeded againſt 
1 with ſo much Severity, drew ſeveral other of the 
0088 Officers into a Conſpiracy with him, and eaſily re- 
puls'd the Governor when he came to execute his 


* Orders; after which he fled into Africk, where he 
ug promis'd the Saracen Governor of that Place to be- 


ray Sicily into his Hands, and pay him a 2 
ute, 


nate to Petition him to it, as a Thing highly con- 
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bute, provided he would declare him Emperor; and 
i aſſiſt him with Forces ſufficient to make good hi 
|; Title. To this the Saracen readily conſented, and 
* having ſupply d him with a good Number of Troop 
| Fuphemi- he declar'd him Emperor, and ſent him back to 
us declar d make good his Promiſe. With theſe Forces he lan- 
| Emperor by ded in Sicily, and travers'd round the Iſland in of: 


* _ der to perſuade the Inhabitants to receive him for 
4 their Prince; but when he came toward Syracuſe he 
= : endeavour'd, in a flattering Speech, to perſuade the 


| Inhabitants, who ftood on the Walls, to declare fot 
| him. Among the reſt he obſerv'd two Brothers, 
[| who were Men of great Authority in the City, that 
[ 'feem'd to pay him more Reſpect, and hear him with 
x more Attention than the reſt ; at which being high. 
F ly pleas'd he call'd em to him, and advanc'd from 
1 the reſt of his Company to ſalute the foremoſt of 
[| them, who caught him by the Hair of his Head, 
rudi nur Whilſt the other cut it off. Tho' Exphemius had thus 
Ader. miſcarry'd in his own Deligns, the Saracens would 
4 not quit the Advantage he had put into their Hands; 
for being thus introduc'd by him, they got Poſſeſſion 
1 not only of that Iſland, but of Calabria, and other 
x adjacent Parts, waſting all with Fire and Sword. 

b Michzz1 Such as theſe were the moſt remarkable Tran. 
|| dier. actions during this Emperor's Reign, which makes 
the Report of thoſe, who affirm he dy'd of Madneſs, 
the more credible : He was undoubtedly a very un- 
fortunate Prince, happy only in this, that his Son 
x ſucceeded him in the Empire, a Thing which had 
1 not been obſerv'd for a long Time before. He was 
1 more Vahzant than Wiſe, and in every Reſpect fi- 
ter for the Camp than the Court, tho' he was fitter 
F to obey than command in either. He dy'd on the 
A. D. Firſt of Ofober, An. Dom. 829, after he had reign 
3829. Eight Years and Six Months. 

il Theoyhi- So ſoon as Michael was dead, Theophilas, his Son, 
Ius ſucceeds was univerſally declar'd and acknowledg'd Emperor, 
ae Hei at once of his Father's Honours, and En- 
q } 


af s o- 
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ity to Images: His very Enemies allow him to 
ave been a ſtrict Obſerver of - Juſtice, and a ſevere 
ſſerter of the Laws of the Empire. He was ſo far 
om approving the Murder of Leo, tho his Father 
w'd both his Life and Dignity to it, that he re- 


t 

_ ply'd to puniſh all thoſe who had been Accompli- 
oe in it; co which Purpoſe, by a publick Edict, he 
for:mmon'd the chief of the Nobility, and great Of- 


cers of the Empire, to wait on him in the Palace 
all'd Mognaura, or Pentapyrgium ; where, when they 


for ere aflembled, he told em with a ſedate Air, 
f bis Father bad deſignd, in b Lifetime, to diſftin- 
hat % thoſe with particular Marks of bis Favour, who 
ich Wd been inſtrumental in his Promotion; and ſince Death 
hd prevented bim be was oblig d, as his Executor, to 
2th yy the Debt: For which reaſon he deſir d them to with- 
of 8-22 from the reſt into @ peculiar Place, where be would 
ad, nine the particular Merit of each Perſon, and reward 
ms accordingly. Hereupon they who had been con- 
114 ern'd in the Death of Leo, diſcover'd themſelves 
is; ich great Chearfulneſs, and were all by the Em- 


eror's Order puniſh'd as Murderers. After this he 
ent Euphroſyna back to the Monaſtery from whence 
is Father had taken her, and apply'd himſelf with 
reat Diligence to the Government of the State. 
is Wars with the Saracens were many, and carry'd 
n with various Succeſs : And tho' in the end the 
ortune of the Infidels prevail'd, he made it appear, 
y the happy Choice of his Captains, that he could 
iſtinguiſh, and knew how to prefer Men of Worth 
nd Conduct. Alexins Moſeles, an Armenian by Birth, 
ad marry'd one of his Daughters. This Man was 
eautiful in his Perſon, and of a ſolid Judgment, 


he pon which Account he advancd him to che high» 
108! Offices in the Empice ; and having as yet no Son 


d ſucceed him, he at laſt created him Ceſar,” and 
ent him, at the Head of a numerous Army, againſt 
© Saracens, who rag'd with great Fury in Italy. 
lexius his Conduct in that Employment was high. 


* * 
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ly approv'd by all but thoſe who repin'd at his ge 
Fortune, who repreſented him as an ambitious Pe 
ſon, and one who had a Deſign upon the Empig 
Theſe their Suggeſtions they endeavour'd to ſtrengi 
en with an old Prophecy, which intimated that 
ſhould depoſe Th. Tho' this Emperor is thought 
ſome to have been too much addicted himſelf 1 
the Art of foretelling, yet he gave no Ear to tha 
Inſinuations, but continu'd Alexius in his Favour 
And when Alexins, being inform'd of what had bee 
practis d againſt him, deſir'd leave to retire to a M 
naſtick Life, the Empzror refus'd his Requeſt ; at 
commanded him co retain the Rank and Power 
had in the Empire, and that as well becauſe 
would not ſo far injure his Daughter, as becaul 
he did not believe what Had been alledged again 
lim. However Theophilus having a Son ſhortly aft 
and his Daughter dying much about the ſame Tim 
he very unwillingly conſented to the repeated In 
portunities of Alexius, and appointed him ſuch Ph 
ces as he thought would be moſt convenient for 
Retirement. 

This generous Confidence and Magnanimity 1 
Theophilus, made him belovd by all the Men 
Worth in his Empire, ſo that his Armies were 'g 
nerally.ſupply'd with experienc'd Commanders, thi 
none appear d ſo eminent in his Service as Manu 
and Theophobus, the Variety of whoſe Fortunes mak 
not the leaſt Figure in this Emperor's Reign. M 
nue! had ſerv'd in very eminent Poſts under forme 
Emperors, and Tbeopbobus was the baſe Son of. a P 
ſian Ambaſſador, deſcended from the Blood Royal 
that Nation, who, dying in his Embaſſy, left h 
an Infant at Conſtantinople, where he was entertain 
in the Imperigl Palace, and educated after the mal 
ner of the *Romans. The continual Wark betwe 
the Saracens and the Perſians had driven away, or d. 
ſtroy'd, all thoſe of the Royal Houſe in Perſia, i 
which reaſon the few Perſians that ſurviv'd * 0 
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ities of their Country ſent to the Emperor, and 
ir d Theopbobus, for their King; which Theophilus 
sd, chuſing rather to make him a Patrician, and 
try him to one of his Siſters. At the ſame time 
gave his Subje cis leave rg marry with the Perſians, 
ich brought many of that Nation over, who liſted 


if Woſclves into his Army, and were form d into 
tho Body, call d t D Perſian Legion 3 from whence 
ou Emperor promis d himſelf no ſmall Service in 


Expedition he was preparing againſt the Saracens, 


— o had lately invaded and waſted the Territories 
abe Empire, for which reaſon the Emperor reſolv d 
1 chaſtiſe em. When both Armies came within 


w of each other, and the Enemy were conſulting 
ether it was adviſeable to tight, - Manuel advis d 
Emperor not to engage in Perſon, affirming it to 
below his Dignity to contend with one ſo much in- 
mor to him as was the General of the Saracens, This 
oppos'd by Theophobus, to whom the Emperor in- 
d, and the next Morning both Armies came to 
zattel, which laſted very long, till at length the 
nan Legions. gave Ground and fled, leaving the 
y ooror with his Guard, two thouſand Perſians, and 
n 9-22-44: upon an Hill, Whers hey were ſurrounded 
the Saracens, who labour d hard to take him Pri- 
er, and his own Men were as reſolute to defend 
Night coming on put an end to the Conten- 
, and when it was dark the Soldiers, by 
Order, fill'd the Air wich loud Acclamations, 
| made ſo gręat a Noiſe. with their Trumpets; and 
er r that the Saracnt, deceiv d 


4 the Stratagem, concluded they had regeiv'd ſome 
hi ief, and retteated to a great diſtance for fear of be- 
in ſurrounded, by which meg 
che reſt of the Amy. | 
VEL Y much rais d * 8 if 
ear © him mare 

mwade em periefon the mi 
| 
Cl deainſt ther Saracens in gt ſepatate Body under his 
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Conduct, and ſo far prevail'd that the Emperor ˖ 


ſuffer no one elſe to command em. * 

The ill Succeſs of thig Expedition ferv'd only 
make the Emperor more Geviogd in Preparations 
the next Campaign; in which his Armies 
ecerown d with a glorious Succeſs: For he gaig d 
entire Victory over the Infidels; kill'd great Num 
upon the Spot, aud took above twenty thouſand? 
ſoners, whom he catry d in great Triumph to C 
tinople. This encourag d him to make another Attet 
the Spring following; but his Army was defeated 
the Saracens, and he himſelf in great Danger of be 
taken Priſoner; for in the Heat of the Action he 
vanc'd, with à Body of his Troops, too far into 
Enemies Ranks; when Manuel, conſidering w 
Diſgrace it would be to the Roman Name and Em 
to have the Emperor taken Prifoner, broke through 
him, and found him weary'd and in Deſpair.” M 
entreated the Emperor to follow him, whilſt he opt 
his way through the thickeſt of his Enemies, wh 
Theopbilusdeclin'd, alledging he ſhould diſcourag 
Army dy his Flight; which when Manuel, who 
advano d forward in order to open his way for li 
perceived, he return'd back, and with his Smt 


directed at him threaten'd to kill him unlefs hel 
low'dy declaring 15 Frate would ſuffer more in bis 
tivity nban bis Death, by which Loyal Menace 
brought him off. Manuel, upon this, was efted 
his Dekvérer, and the Emperor had à juft Senſ 
the Service he had done him, hut unhappihy 
Ear to thoſe who end his Reputation, and 


ocher Prigees, inblin d to depreſs bim, Hm he! 
not able do reward according to his Pelerts: - 8 
of Theopbilus his Flutteters DE ee 2 
the Empxtor, as ohe Who was preparing for an U 
pation, whereupon it was privateiy determin d to 
prtive es ot tis Sight bf which when Manu! 

by u falehfut Friend inform'd; he fed over to 
Seracengy; aud upꝰmU Condition he found 


not be 
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ain d to renounce his Religion, ke enter'd Him- 
f into their Service. The Rec prion the Saut 
we Manuel makes it evident Wa much à Man 
forth is eſteem d, even by his Enenftes. The ad- 
nc'd him to the higheſt Rank of Honour and Com- 
ind, entruſted him, with che Conduct of Bair Ac: 
ies againſt their Nee Þ with whom 1 5 


War, and did gathin hont the Advice and 


5 on of. Manu "© who, $0 to 
Toaſt 19800 di in hit, . 1 Nele 25 


The Fame of his great Authotfey, and greater Ser. 
es among the Saracens, quickly flew to Con W 
and made the Emperor lame! the Loſs faith 
Servant that had been the 7 bret, and an "Oran: 
ent to the State, and delerd d fs et Uſage from 
He, was ſenhble that a Hotours he*re- 
iy Arch his nemies b 015 
de, and that it became him, 45 4 Pr 15 7717 C a 
recover. him 999 e he Thfidels.” 8 this Pur rpoſe h 
truſted ons of ehol! 7 N Monks, who 170 Hts 
roy d about th he Wai d in thoſe Days, with a Mel. 
e to him. Manue himſelf, eto?! Adort d with all the 
yours the Saracens could confer upon him, conſi- 


Il retain d an invincible, Love to His Native Count 
from wherice the Jealouſi E of his aſter, enflam'd 
the Artifices' of. his Enemies, hi unjuſtly driven 
1, ſo that he Tent A ready Ear RYE Meſſage of che 
onk, who preſented him wick Letters from the 
nperor ſtrengthen'd with. a, Seal of Gold and 
rols, Manuel was ext feat Pleas a8 d with the In- 
ation the Emperor had Pade Bit, and waited only 
an Oppau 5 at might favour his Rernr 


docia,, w cre, 


i of revenginy 
Aan jattly . 


march agai the we Geng ito 
ſaid, he gy Ne 00 1 
nſelf upon 118 1 4 ad 


ited himſelf wich Honour 1 be 5 1 — 
hit with HE 


d himfelf as no other than a glorious Exiſfe, and 


ich was effects free 1055 77 7 He Jeſird 
le of Iſhmag, "at, thi | 00g 125 of the Sargeen;,. 


N 


'5 


Ihe Perſi- 
ans Muti- 


*. 


Fee and; comman 


began to diſdain a 8 bjeHion to 15 Prince buel 
of their own Nation, and 1 in a mutig 


him Emperor. 


he found it was to no purpoſt, he outwardiy (e 
to accept of the Honour, but A gave Theojl 
an Aﬀſurance of his a 9 1 ay And cſcap#) 
63:24 


him- to 100 e The Sm who hit] 

could never prevail with him to. my againſt 

Countrymen, were glad of the ere and 

1 7 away at the Hend of a compleat Army, attend 

EF; ug e rivce tſhmoe!'s Son. The Goygrni 

a had. before-band been, prepar'd to 

EE ra: ſo. 125 15 arriv'd at the Place deſi 

5 wing withdra at 4 conyenient diſtance fi 
ch - 


n Ti. 101 e of EA ee he 955 


CFE SY 


DAB 55 hy i eror, his confers on Vinh! 
highe Honours of the Empire, and made his g. 
as God- father 0% on Michael, whom he The 
72 inveſted With the Imperial purple. The S 
Were 2 leſs qffended than the Emperor was ples 
at, his Return, ſo that they pripar' to expres 
Refentments the Spring bol ge, in which howe 
nothing memorable; Was Kit elected on eit Her 
for. both Armies one Teiz'd with a Panick F. 
concluded the ewpaien witholir coming to an 
BY ement. 'F | 
he Year followint 8 Theop hilus invaded Syria, wh 
he waſted as he match d along. and having made 
ſelf Maſter; of ſome of their firong eſt Forts, 
taken 2 great Number of Prifoners,” he .regurtyt 
Conſtantinople ; ; leaving Theo 9771 to maintain his 
the Army: But gow 
Perſians, who were encreas'd to chitty Hun ſand 


the Arg amg 
and Entreaties he could to divett em from it, ut 


manner ſeiz'd on TBO at” $ and devil 
At. ny he us 14125 
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al remote Provinces, under their proper Officers. 
Theophilus, iti the late Ravage he had made 11 
ia, had, contrary to the earneſt Requeſt of the 
nce of the Savatens, deſtroy d Sozyperra, the Place 
his Nativity; t which he was ſo enrag d, that 
athing nothin "bat Revenge, be rais'd a mi gh- 
Army compos d of many Nations, as walker” As 
k, as in the Eaſt, and having commanded eve- 
Soldier to impreſs on his Target the Word Am- 
„the Birth. place of 141 he reſol N 5 
to ſheath his Sword till he deſtroy'd it. 
peror, being inform'd of t os" ghty Prepar 
s; march'd with, what Forces could raife to 
m 2 Town in Pbrygi is major, about three Days 
Irney from Amorium. There ing call'd a Coun- 
of War, he was advis' d, by feyeral of his Off- 
, to decline an Engagement with the Saracens, 
ole Army exceeded his in Numbers, and tran- 
the Inhabitants of Amorium to ſòtrie other Plate.” 
: K imagining ſuch a Proceeding would 


td on his Honour, reſolv d to venture all in 
s or and Protection of it; and according- 
* b Atias, Genera) of the Eaſt, with a ſtfohg! 
co command in it. The Prince of the Sara. 
bad muſter'd all his Forces at Tarſus, where he 


lvd not to march on directly to a e 
ſend his Son with part of the Army to try the 
ngth of the Eihperde's Forces, and take ſuch! 
aſures afterwards; as ſhould be ſuitable to che 
els of that Attempt . The young Prince mare d 
he Head of ten thouſand Tur ti, and à ftrong 


IMs 
wt 
ſe 
4 


4 | 
T 
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firſt Opportunity to Conſtanti ole "where he was 
efs'd in an high” degrees by the Emperor, wh 
tinu'd all his Honours to nim. The Perſians, be- 
thus diſappointed of their Prince, begg'd Par- 
n of Theophilys, who receiv'd em Derg avour ; 
t, to prevent the "like Attempts for the future, he 
pets d them, by two thouſand in à Body, into ſe- 


of Armenians; to à Place call'd  Dazymenum, 
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where both Armies came to an Engagement. 
firſt the Fortune of the Day ſeem'd to ingli 
the poi but in the Purſuit they, were ſo e 
y auld 1752 the Arrows the Turks, t 
they, w 9 juſt eem'd ſecure of the Vide 
turn'd back in pra onfuſion, and left the Emp 
165 to the Defence * Lack PRs re | 
im round, and with mu ourage to pit 
ſerve — However he had infallibly been l 
had nt Night come upon em, and ſome Rain 
len, Which render d the Turkiſh. Bow-ſtcing of 
Rae ang gave te Impecialifh, an Opporcunity | 
Manuel, who had the ommand 
Wach abſerv d che Perſians diſco ing in their. oy 
Language wich the Sargcevs about betraying the | 
"OAT, and returning into their own Coun 
he immediately inform'd the Emperox, 2 
215 him to conſult his own Safety, dan 6 
© retreated to Chiliocomum.... 
n the mean Time the Prince of the Serie 
a of his . Suoceſs, march 
to — 2 and, 7 d by the — rig 
ry cloſe Siege to it. The 
fendants ſupported 2 wich a reſolute, Bf 
very, but the Emperor, doubeful of the Even 
earneſtly deſiring to preſerve the City, ſent a Mt 
ſenger wich very rich Preſents to the Saracen, dt 
ORG iy 75 9:0  :; But Tar Fer inficad oh 
ivert ign, order'd the Mell 
5 to be leur. 4 15 he perk be a Witnels 
Wie, and attack d the Place more 9 
before. Notwithſtanding which the Detend 
— a very obſtinate Reſiſtance, and had they! 
been bettay d by ſome among themſelves, the I 
had not ſo eaſiſy been taken. But Badiates, & 
the Inhabitants, having upon ſome pes — 
jur 9 the. tiſtian Religion, embrac d an 
a Offer made him by the Infidels, in 4 d. 
We! Part the Walls weis weakeſt, 99 
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moſt commadiouſly attack d, whereupon enſu'd bib 
miſerable Slaughter of the Garriſon and Inhabi- —— = 
ts ; for the Saracens, being enrag at their reſo- 
e Oppoſition, and the [Loſs they had ſufſtain'd in 
> Siege, behav'd themſelves wich the utmoſt Cru- 

Moſt of the Men were put to the Sword, and 
the Women and Children led into Captivity. 
e City, the moſt beautiful of all the Eaſt, and 
Capital of Cilicia, was levell'd with the Ground, 
er which the Emperor's Meſſenger was in an in- 
ting manner diſmiſs d, with an Account of what 
I paſs d, to his Maſ ter. 
Theophilus was ſo ſenſibly touch'd with the De- 
uction of this Place, that he was ſeiz d with an 
eſſive Melancholy. However he reſolv' d, if pol- 
le, to be reveng d upon the Infidels, and ſent Tbe- 
im, a Patrician, into France to crave the Aſſi- 
ce of that Nation. But Tbeadoſias dyd by the 
y, and, in all probability, had he arriv'd- at the 
nb Court, his Negotiation would have been inſuc- 
stal; for the French at that Time were too much 
broil'd among themſelves to be able to ſend any 
liſtance into the Eaſt. In the mean Time Zheophilas 
tw ſo dejected as to abſtain from Nouriſhment, 
nking nothing but Snow- water, which threw him 4 
d a Dyſentery that ended his Days. Finding the 7he Dt 
ak Condition he was ing be was carty d in a Litter % fre- 
27naura; where, having ſummon' d the Senate and * 
ef Officers of the Empire to meet him, he exhorted 
in a moſt moving Speech, to continue faithful to 
ron Wite and Son, and protect em from Treachery. 

ey heard him with the greateſt Sorrow, and vow'd 

ſpend their Lives and Fortunes in the Service and 
tence of his Family. After which, ſinking under 
Oppreſſion of his Mind, and Diſtemper of his Bo- 
he quitted this Life, having reign'd twelve Years, 
8 almoſt four Months. Before his Death ſome a- J. D. 
t bim, Enemies to the Worth of Tbeophobun, per- 
ded the Empetor that the late Revok of the Ferſi- 
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ans was contriv'd by him the better to favour his At 
bitious Deſigns, and that if he had any Togare to | 
Poſterity, he oughit'not to ſurvive him; Whereup 
the infirm diffident Prince commanded his Head 
be ſtruck off, and brought to him; which the 
ment he was expiring he touch'd d with His Hand, 
breath'd out his laſt with theſe Words, Thou art now 
longer Theophobus, vor T'Theophilns. h -,\ 

This was the End of aPrince, who in many Thi 
was to be admit d, in few to be reprehended, un 
his Enmity to- the Worſhip of Images was a Fault 
him. They who tax bim with that, allow him to h 
been an exact Obſerver of juſtice, and utter Enet 
to Covetouſneſs, and all ſumptuous Superfluities, 
which Cedrenus gives us a remarkable Inſtance. 1 
faith, that obſerving from his Palace Wall a Ship 
great Burden, and richly laden, entring the Port 
Conſtantinople, he ask d to whom the Cargo belong 
and when he was inform'd that his Empteſs Theod 
was Miſtreſs of it, he commanded both Ship 
Cargo to be burnt, declaring, He would have bi, N 
know be was an Em troy, and no Merchant. he was ag 
Benefactor to the City of Conſtantinople, which he bes 
tify'd with many magnificent Buildings, ſtrengthei 
with new Walls, and purg'd from a great Company 
Curtiſans that practis d daily in it. He dy'd int 
ſecond Year of Lothajre the Emperor, and fifteenth 
Grepory, the fourth Pope of Rowe, A. D. 842 

12 at his Death, had conſtituted . 
and Theottiſtms Tutors to his Son, Who was then! 
ſix Years el Age; but the Regency was veſted in! 
Mother Theodora, who being an active ambitiousP 
ceſs, and willing to perpetuate her Authority, tt 
care to affociare ſuch with her Son as would hum 
him in his youthful Inclinations, encourage him in 
Pleaſures, and keep him inſenſible of the Pleaſuie 
Power and Dominion, all which, in the iſſue, brouy 
unſpeakable Calamities to the State! Nor was thit 
only _y in which ſhe reſembled Vene, but 4h! 
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al for Images. Women naturally are inclinable to 
to Herſtition, which gave Birth to thoſe many Errors 
up: crept into the Church. She expell'd Fob», the 
riarch of Conſtantinople, who ſhe thought would 
»oſe her Deſigns, and eſtabliſb d Metbodias, a Monk, 
his Place; after which ſhe induſtriouſſy apply'd her 
vw co the Reſtauration of Images, enforc'd the Ob- 
ance of the Second Council of Nice, and rais'd a 
evous Perſecntion againſt the Manichees in the Eaft, 
un ich created an horrible Combuſtion in the Empire. 
e Officers ſhe employ'd in the Inquiſition acted 
h the greateſt Cruelty, nailing ſome to Croſſes, 
nei making others die under unſpeakable Torments. 
) leſs than an hundred thouſand Perſons were by 
ſe means deſtroy'd, which drove the reſt into an ob- 
ate Rebellion. For'Carbeas, a Commander in the 
ont, and a zealous Manichee, hearing how his Father 
been ignominiouſly crucify'd, fled with four thou- 
d Men of the fame Perſuaſion over to the Saracens, 
hom they open'd a Paſſage into the Eaſt; where, 
fhout Intermiſſion, they committed all manner of 
ſtilities. | Baroniut his Account of this great Revo - 
ion in Matters relating to Religion, which he hath 
ilt upon the Authority of his infallible Authors, is 
d fabulous to deſerve any room here. The reclaim- 
in of thoſe he calls Hereticks, was attended with no 
Miracles than the Converſion of the Jeu and Gen- 
to Chriſtianity in the early Days of the Goſpel. 
odora ſpent the whole Time of her Adminiſtration, 
nich continu'd for fourteen Years, in theſe Affairs of 
Church, in the mean Time permitting the Ene- 
es of the Empire to deſtroy whole Provinces, and 
tering her Son to indulge himſelf in all the diſ- 
ute Pleaſures his unteſtrain'd Youth could prompt 


> which unhappy Artifice, the young Emperor, as 
encreas'd in Years, ſo did he begin to be touch'd 
th a Deſire to Rule, in which he was encourag'd 


1 to, or a luxurious Court afford. Notwithſtand- 


= — 


2 : 
- 


Bardas, Theodora's' Brother, who thought he had 
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not a ſufficient Authority under his Siſter's Admi 


ſtration, and promis d himſelf. mighty Advanta 
ſrom a Turn of Affairs. He knew it impoſſible 
him to ſucceed in his Deſigns ſo long as Manuel 
Tbeoctiſtus continu'd near the Emperor's Perſon, 
happen'd very unluckily that ſome Miſunderſtandi 
aroſe between thoſe. two Great Men, which Bar 
with much Dextericy, ſo artfully manag'd, that 
nul quitted the Court, and retir'd to a private Li 
and this open da way to Tbeacliſtus his Ruin. 
dass chief Inſtrument, was the Emperor's Sche 
Maſter, a very covetous, ſtubborn, arrogant Perk 
who had entertain'd an irreconcileable Averſion 
Theoctiſtus, for that he oppos'd the young Prince, wi 
had a Deſire to prefer his unworthy Maſter to an 
fice, for which he was in no meaſure qualiſi d; 
that the School-Maſter, animated by Revenge, 
ſupported by Bardas, continually alarm d the E 
ror with the Dangers he was to apprehend from 
actiſtus, who had no leſs a Deſign than to marry. eitt 
the Empreſs her ſelf, or one of her Daughters, | 
pluck out his Eyes, thereby to make him incapable 
the Empire. The young Prince eaſily ele " 
ver was offer'd againſt a Man, whom he fear'd. rat 
than lay'd, and therefore reſolyv d to deſtroy him. 
cordingly he was ſeiz d not long after by the Em 


ror's Order, and committed to Priſon, in which wi 


in a few Days, by Virtue of the ſame Authority, 
was put to Death. Erne 7} 
. Theodora reſented this Murder with a moſt extra 


. gant Paſſion; the ran up and down the Court with 


The Em- 


preſs quits 
the Court, 


Hair looſe about her Shoulders, fill'd the Air 

her Shrieks and Cries, curs d both her Brother 
her Son, and wiſh'd them an End equally as unfo 
nate. Theſe Reproaches ſerw d only to incenſe ! 
das and the young Prince againſt her, ſo that if 
reſoly d to finiſh what they had begun in removl 
her. She, being ſenſible of their Deſign, was i 
ling to ſpare em the Crime of, ſhedding more Blot 
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prepar d to ſubmit without any Reſiſtance 3; to 
ch purpoſe ſhe ſummon d the Senate, to whom ſhe 
> an Account of what Condition the Treaſury. was 
told em what a frugal Miſtreſs ſhe had. been, and 
t immenſe Riches ſhe left to her Son. After 
ch ſhe reſign d her Power, and depart ed from the 
rt to the no ſmall Satisfaction of Michael, who 
found himſelf abſolute, being freed from the diſ- 
cable Reſtraine of a Mother and a Guardian. 
ver, for fear ſhe ſhould attempt once more to 
ſume that Authority ſhe had ſo eaſily quitted, by 
zs his Advice, he order'd her to be ſhaven, and 
ſt into a Nunnery, an Indignity ſhe did not long 
IVE. IT | W371; 0: 
lichael made uſe of his unlimited Authority to the Michael « 
ruction of the State, and the Profuſion of thoſe — 
aſures his Mother's Frugality had hoarded up. He _— 
K a great Pride in imitating Nero, and was mighty | 
bitious of exceeding the reſt of the World in the 
ellency of driving a Chariot, in Singing, and play- 
upon all ſorts. of muſical Inſtruments; and copy d 
t Original Monſter ſo well as to be mighty skilful 
all manner of Debaucheries, admitting none near 
Perſon, but ſuch as could ſhare with him in his 
ndalous Exerciſes and Diverſions, and thoſe he 
fert d to the hi Employ ments; among the reſt. 
made choice of one ITheopbilus, the moſt ſcandalous. 
em all, whom he made Patriarch of Conſftontinople. 
lis new Prelate, attended by a parcel of . Prieſts, 
t were like himſelf, would in broad Day- light 
Ik as in Proceſſion throngl the Streets, expoſing 
nſelf in a thouſand Buffœonties, and committing 
h Inſolencies as appear d horrible to the ſober and 
creet part of the Inhabitants. In the mean time 
atius, the legal Patriarch, who, upon the Death 
Mctbodius, had been elected in the Year 847, con- 
ud to. exerciſe his Patriarchal Function, being 
y much belov'd by the People, and highly ſcan- 
iz d at the Indignities offer d the Church. 1 
| ; | n 
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great Pow» 
_— 


The Ro- 
Mman$Sover- 
thrown by 
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CENS. 


of ſome Golden Liens effected by the ſame Artifi 


e Roman Hiſtory. Vol 

In a ſhort time the diſſolute Prince had waſted 
his Treaſures, and was rednc'd even to an infam 
Neceſſity, in which he was forc'd to ſell or pi 
whatever was of value in the Imperial Palace. Ami 
the reſt he melted down thoſe famous Trees of Gt 
which according to my Author, were made by 
learn'd Biſhop call'd Leo, in the late Emperor's Tin 
and were the Admiration of all that beheld em; 
among the Branches were diſpers'd a number of G 
den Birds, which, by the help of an Engine, fy 
very delightfully, to the great Surprize of the Sped 
tors, who were no leſs agreeably frighten'd at the N 


Whilſt the Emperor was thus waſting the Treaſy 
of the Empire, Bardas rul'd in it as he pleas'd, bei 
as a Reward for his eminent Services, made Stew 
of the Houſhold, and General of the Armies. 
ving rais'd a powerful Army he ſet out upon an] 
pedition againſt the Saracens, in which the Empe 
accompany'd him, and after he had waſted a'gn 
part of Armenia minor, he fate down before one oft 
ſtrongeſt Towns upon the Euphrates. The Sara 
appear'd-ſeldom upon the Walls, and made few 
no Sallies ; by theſe means giving the Romans real 
to imagine the Garriſon was very thin, upon whil 
Preſumption they grew ſecure and careleſs; but 
they were at their Devotions on the Lord's Day 
Infidels fally'd out upon em, and made fo good 
uſe of their Advantage, that the whole Army 
routed, the Camp and all their Baggage taken, 4 
the Emperor himſelf with much difficulty eſcap 
This Defeat, which Manuel receiv'd in his Enem 
Dominions, was follow'd not long after by another 
his own ; for the Saratens being, upon all Occaſio 
aſſiſted by Charbeas and his Manichees, pierc'd with 
Army, conſiſting of thirty thouſand. Men, intot 
Roman Territories; and tho' the Emperor oppC 
em with no fewer than forty thouſand Thraciays u 
Macedonians, yet the Saracens, watching their Adu 
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dei, fell upon him una wares, and put his whole 
2m y tO Flight. N Prey ay nN * 

heſe Calamities threw the Empire into the greateſt 

lm tcrnation imaginable, eſpecially when ſome time 
News Was brought to. Court that the Infidels 

re preparing for another Invaſſon. The Emperor 
TiWcr'd his Uncle Petronas to march with an Army of 
tht againſt them . for Bardas, diſcontag'd. with 

late Overthrows, or for that he had Buſineſs of 

ater Conſequence to purſue ar home, declin d ta- 

peng the Field in Perſon, and truſted all to the Con- 

e ROM of his Brother. Perronas his good Fortune in this 
ceilMmpaign repair'd, in ſome. meaſure, the Loſſes 

lain'd in the former Engagements, for he fur- 

ei nded the Saracens, cur off the Caliph himſelf, and 

ew whole Army and having taken his Son Priſoner, 
he was reticing in great haſte to Melirena, he re- A. D. 
md in Triumph to N where the Em- 858. 
or made him Captain of his Guards, and'pertnit- Bardas 


Bardas to aſſume the Title and Dignity of Czſar ; ©7454 


oki ich as it was what he had beeh long aiming at, ſo di 
u conclude he had but one Step more to the Throne, 
ewe th the Hopes of which he guy martetr's his Ambi- 


ea. His unbounded Power made him arbitrary in 


wh bis Actions, for he nor only- divorc'd himfelf from 
bu Wife, againſt whom lie alledg'd nothing chat was 


e to juſtifie fuch a Proceeding, but miarry'd his 
bon Daughtet.- in- Law; Atwhichthe good Patriarch, 
Wi, was. ſo offended; that he refus'd'to commu- 
ate with him as it was cuſtomary upon the Feaſt 
the Epiphany ; with which Bardas was ſo provok d, 
en in a Synod, he had order'd to be held at Conſtan- 
ple, he ſuborn'd ſeveral falſe Witneſſes, who. ac- 
d Ignatius of having murder'd his Predeceſſot Me- 
dius, whoſe Memory was had in great Veneration 
ro the People; whereupon he Was depos d, and clapp'd 
poly. inco Priſon,” and Photius was elscted in his Place, 
ich gave occaſion to a very dangerous Sedition in 


Hab 
L x ; 


ſtantinople, * N e e 
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People, upon an Apprebenſion of the Danger, ſho 
be qiyerted from Obſerving his great Dexterity 
Riding. His Mother, before her De | 


4 


Controul. 13 e 

The Saracens that had ſettled in Crete, as was bek 
obſerv d, extreamly infeſted the Coaſts of the Emp 
and having made a Deſcent they pierc d into Tit 
where they committed many, Qlutrages., Bd 
thought he thould do the State an extraordinary, p 
i Deer 2 rb [CS - 
of Service, if he could reſtrain the Inſplence of a 
Infidels, and drive em gut of Crete, To this end 
rais d a very powerful Army, and perſuaded the 
peror to honour the Expedition with his Preſet 
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Aude Army encamp'd in Phrygia, near the Banks _ 
River Mæander, where Bardas his Servants, either 


the | i x" 

| of Deſign, or unadviſedly, pitch d their Mafter's 

in nt A 6 Hill over-looking that of the Emperor, 
mich was plac'd below. This the Enemies of Cæſar 
care to improve to his Prejudice, and eafily per- 

1 ccd the Emperot how much reaſon he G 

i ous of. ſo inſolent aſpiring a Favourite. Where- 
nen Bo/ilius and the reſt had Orders to murder him, nd © 
reich they executed on the fitſt of April. The Sol- — 
ith rs were ſo offended at the Loſs of their Generat, 15 
ind CA great Mutiny aroſe in the Army, and the Em- 4 | 8 


or eſcap'd with ſome Danger to Conſt aui 
ere the thoughts of the Cretan We 


0 olly laid afide, and che ufual Entertainments of 
luxurious Court reftor'd.  Batdas his Ruin in- Baſilios 


duc'd the Advancement of Baſins, whom Michael 4cclar'd 
lar d Ceſar, and his Aﬀociate in the Empire on . gg 
twenty fixth, of May following. Baſtius, tho' „, cal. 
nin Macedonia, was an Armenian by Delcent, and lx; 
' Cedrenus gives him a noble Pedigree, yet the ge- 


i afficm he was born of very mean abſcure 
ens. At the ſacking of, Adrianople by Crumut, 


g of Bulgaria, Baſilius, being then a Child,” was 
with his Parents into Captivity, where he con- 


au peace was conctuded, at which Time he 
at a <x<hang'd among other Priſoners. His firſt Of- 
rin Court was Mafter of the Horfe, to which he 


preferr'd by Bardzs, who, when he obferv'd how 
fuſe the Emperor grew in his Favours to him, be- 


bello repent of What he had done, and apprehended 

fag ival in the Perſon of his Creature, and chertfore 

Iontriwd his, Deſtruction, which however was 

1 ipated by his own. Baſilius, being advanc'd 5 
i co the Imperial Dignity, apply'd; himfe 


| | nume 
A great Induftry, to che Managemens of Affairs, 
e >< having himſeff in every relpect, with much 
dee and Meekneſs, he endeavour d in allf Nis 
ee ourſes to divert the Emperor from his diſſolute 


Courſes. 


ders Mi- reign d upwards of h ve and .twen : Years, in 

chael. "twelfth Year of Lewis II. e 8 125 Weſt, 
A. D. tenth of Nicolas, Pope of Rome, An Dom. 867... 39] 
867. 1 7 upon the. Death of Michael, was ackn( 

Balilis. 120g d ſole Emperor by = ready Conſent of 


PredecefNor had been in diſpoſing: of the Publ 


he no lels ſolicitous fot the well ordering © 


De Roman Hiſtory. Val, 
Courſes Bur the unworthy prince. was fo far f 
Apps 50.5 bis wholeſome Counſels, that he com 
ed an Enmit 55 to him, and prepar d to deſtroy | 
Building he had juſt then fais d, which haſten'd 
his own Ruin ; for. Baſilivs, being inform d of . 
the Emperor and his impudent Paraſites 1 40 
ing againſt him, thöught the 7 70 ler w 

his own Safety was do ſtrike firſt, = "therd 
watching his Opportunity, one. when ji 
perot was in his . he Sill d im, 2 


Senate and the People. Knowing how profule 


Treaſure, he made a. ſevere Examination into 
Accounts of the Revenue, and by Ad of Senat 
was ordain'd, That they who had been rewarded 
frivolous and diſhoneſt Services ſhould refund al 
the . Treaſury. Which Act, tho! very juſt 3 
ſelf, he prudently; helpared, and was conte 
with a Reſtitution 'of half, which enabled hig 
make great Largeſſes to the People,- whereby 
grew, exceedingly popular, and gain d an extr 

nary, Reputation for the Care he took in the Ml 
niſtring of uffice... It's reported, of him that beg 
wept for Joy, and gaye God Thanks, for that, u 
a diligent in no Perſon was found throug 
the City, who. ag occaſion to petition again 
Officers, or complain of N And as bg 
very diligent in the Management of the gol a 


Family. He had four Sons, and as. many 
ters; three of his Sons he created Cæſars, * 95 
he deſign'd for the Auch, a all his Du 
"ors Nuns. 


„ 


* 
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he Menichits had, from the beginning of the late Baſlius 


on, done innumerable Miſchiefs to the Empire. 
y were Maſters of many ſtrong Holds in the 


breaks the 


Power of 


the Mank 


from whence they made their Inroads at Dif: chees. 


jon, and never return'd without a conſiderable 
ty. Theſe People Baſilius thought it his Duty to 
iſe, and, if poſſible, to diſarm em. To that 
poſe he rais'd the beſt Army he could, and pro- 
led in an Expedition againſt them, which was at- 


ed with Honour and Succels, for in a few Years - 


broke the Heart of that People, waſted all their 
ntry, ſeiz d on their fortify'd Towns and Caſtle 

either kill d or took their moſt experienc'd — 
lute Officers; for which extraordinary Services 
iumph'd in great Pomp at Conſfantinople, where 
e Conſpiracies, fotm d againſt him, were prevent- 
y a ſeaſonable Diſcovery, and the Conſpitators 
y puniſh'd. Aſter this he invaded Syria, being at- 
ed in this Expedition by his eldeſt N 
having taken Cæſarea, the Metropolis of Cappa- 
„he ſtruck ſuch a Terror in the Saracent, that. 
y of their Governors were forc'd to ſubmit, 
aſſiſt him in the War againſt their own Nation. 
ook ſo many Prifoners in this Expedition that 
r Numbers grew. dangerous, upon which Conſi- 
tion he commanded” a Multitude of em to be 
The greateſt pact of his Reign was ſpent in 
Wars againſt the Saracens, in which, for the moſt 


„he had the Advanrage *gſar he recover'd Crete 


them, deſtroy'd their whole Navy, and ſo far 
bled them, that they were contented to fit quiet 
ome, not daring to attempt any thing againſt the 
nt, The ſame was his Fortune in Cilicia, and in 


eſt, where he reliev'd Caps cloſely Befieg'd by, 


Infidels, and in a great meafure drove em out o 


Theſe his extraordinary. Advantages - made 
belov'd at home, and fear d and reſpected abroad. 
ithſtanding which the African Saracens hop'd, by 


$ worthy Exploit, to redeem the Honour of their 
| E Nation, 


The Roman Hiſtory. Vol. 
Nation, and accordingly fitted out a Fleet conſiſ 
of ſixty Sail, with which they did great Miſchie| 
the Tonian Sea. 58 7 
Againſt theſe the Emperor ſent. Naſar his Adnij 
who ſet Sail with a very ſtrong Fleet to Mea 
where his Men deſerted in ſuch great Numbers, 
he was afraid to venture an Engagement, and ſent 
Emperor an Account of the Condition he wasin, 
how ill his Ships were mann'd. The Emperor, 
cern'd at fo i an Accident, had recourſ 
A ſacceſi- this Stratagem; he took thirty Saracens at that Ti 
ful Stra- Priſoners in Conſtantinople, and having ſo diſguis d 
tagen. as to have em thought to be ſome of his awn 
jets, he commanded em to be whipp'd publickly 
the Circa, and from thence ſent em into Pelopony 
where they were nail'd to Croſſes, as if they | 
been the principal Authors of the Deſertion. 1 
Stratagem had the Effect deſir'd, for it not only 
firm'd ſuch in their Duty as had continu'd in the 
vice, but ſo terrify'd. thoſe that had deſerted, t 
they return'd to their Duty, and deſir'd:to be led 
gainſt the Enemy. In the mean Time the Sar 
were much elevated at this Delay in the Romans, 
having in full Security, quitted their Ships, ti 
The Saree Were buſied in plundering a-ſhore, when Naſar 
cen Fes unexpectedly by Night on their Fleet, and either 
aeftrey'd. burnt, or took all their Veſſels. __... | 
The Satisfaction the Emperor receiv'd from d 
frequent Advantages was ſomething allay d b 
Loſs of Syracuſe, which Was beſieg d and taken 
Carthaginian Saracens, tho' the Emperor had mat 
out a ſtrong Fleet to relieve it: For Adrian, the 
trician, who was ſent to command it, arviv'd 
time enough to its Affiſtance, for which Realon 
was baniſh'd by the Emperor at his Return to 
ſtantinople. #0 | * 
Baſfilius, at ſuch Times as he was releas d from 
Cares of War, buſied himſelf in building and rep 
ing Churches, and beautify ing the Imperial Pala 


* 
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ich he did at a prodigious Expence. Some have 
ected upon him for building and dedicating ſo ma- 
Churches to the Honour of St. Michael, as if he 
been prompted to it by the ſtings of his Conſci- 
e, thereby to expiate the Murder of his Predeceſ- 
Michael, his great Patron and Benefactor. *Tis 
ain, that towards the latter end of his Reign, he 
diffident and ſuperſtitious, addicting himſelf 
he Converſation of Monks, who impos'd on him 
heir legendary Fables and ſelfiſh Intrigues. His 
ſt Son Conſtantine being dead, he lamented his 
; with a very pnbecoming Paſſion, and was in- 
olable, ſaith Zonaras, "till by the Affiſtance of a 
k call'd. Theodarus Santabarenus, teputed a Negro- 
cer and Magician, he beheld a Spectrum, cloath'd 
is Son's Shape, which met him on Horſeback, 
after the Emperor had kiff'd and embrac'd it, 
ſh'd in an Inſtant. This, or ſome other extraor- 
ry pieces of Service, render'd the Monk very 
erful with the Emperor, wha ſeldom did an 
g without his Advice or Approbation, but ſuf- 
himſelf to be moſt prolly abus'd and deluded by 
EN gave Ground to many unhappy Diviſions 
e Court. | 
pn/tantine being dead, the 'Eyes of all were fix'd 
eo, the Emperor's ſecond Son, who, being a ge- 
us wary Prince, was much offended at the Power 
lorus and his Accomplices had by their Arts ob- 
d over the Emperor; of which the jealous Monk 
quickly ſenſible, and therefore he refolv'd by 
Artifice to deſtroy him. The Cuſtom being for 
Prince, when he attended his Father abroad, to 
arm'd ; the Monk alarm'd him with the Dan- 
to which he pretended the Emperor lay expos d, 
gh the Practices of ſome deſigning Courtiers, 
ally whilſt he was in the Field a Hunting, in 
the Emperor took an uncommon Delight, for 
h Reaſon he advis'd him to arm himſelf private- 
th ſome of his Followers, and be ready to op- 
E 2 pole 


\ 


Rome Hiſtory, Val! 


poſe any Treaſon ſhould be attempted againſt h 
The Dan- Theſe Jealouſies the Monk inſtill'd with fo m 
Craft f Cunning into the pious, Prince; that he readily. 
Monk, * © Clin'd to his Advice, and the next Time he atten( 

his Father abroad he arm'd himſelf, and ſome. of 
moſt intimate Friends. In the mean Time the M 
haſten'd to the Emperor, and in great Conſternat 
told him what manifeſt Danger attended bim, that 
Son had a Deſign againſt his Life, and was prepar d, 
next Time be went out to Hunt, to kill bim in the N 
and that, if be took care to have bim ſearch d, be 
find him, arm'd accordingly... The jealous Empergr 
ceiv d, with an eaſe Credulity, what the Monk| 
affirm'd with To much Confidence; and therefore] 
ving caus'd his Son to be ſearch'd, and finding 
Proof viſble againſt him, he committed him toc 
Priſon, whither the Malice of the implacable M 
urſu'd him; for the Emperor, at his Inſtigad 
d commanded his Eyes to be pluckt out, had 
the Patriarch, and the Principal among the Nobil 
interposd in his Behalf. All the honeſt. Court 
and thoſe'who had a juſt Regard to the Welfare 
the State, were highly concern'd at theſe Domel 
Quarrels, and labour d very earneſtly for the Pf 
his Releaſe; to which the Emperor would by 
means condeſcend, till he had receiv'd unden 
Arguments of his Innocence, after which he rell 
him to his former Dignity, and continu'd him ali 
near his Perſon. For Baſilius finding his End 
proaching, tookcare to inſti] into his Son ſuch R 
of Government, as might make him anſwer the 
pectations of his People, and the high Dignity 
which he was call'd. The Greek, Hiſtorians 6 
mend him highly for his Care in this Particular, 
Acts of Piety, and impartial Adminiſtration of 
ſtice. The ſame Authors aſcribe Leo's Releaſe to 
ſeaſonable Mimickry of a Parrot, which being 
ally taught his Leſſon by the repeated Cond 
ments of ſome, who daily lamented the young P 
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perſuaded Zantzas, the Father of Zoe, to remove 
by Virtue of the Authority he had in the Coun, 
Theſſalonica ; where the Officers who were employ! 
collect the Emperor's Cuſtoms, acted with an uni 
al Vigour, and oppreſs d the Bulgarians with unlay 
Impoſitions: Of which when Complaint was _n 
tb Simeon, the Prince of that Nation, who bad; 
wanted a Pretence for a Rupture, he requir'd, by 
Ambaſſadors, immediate Satisfaction from the Ex 
ror; who, depending too much upon Zantza 
Suggeſtions, refus'd to redreſs thoſe who had ht 
ſo unjuſtly oppteſs d, and by that means ſupply'd 
meon with a fair Opportunity of declaring War 
gainſt him. In the firſt Engagement, which 
pen'd in Macedonia, the Romans re ceiv'd a total | 
feat, great Numbers of em were ſlain upon the Pla 
and more taken Priſoners, who were us'd in a ba 
rous manner by the infolent Conqueror, for heh 
led em in Triumph round his Camp, after Which 
cut off their Noſes, and ſent em to Conſtantin 
where they fill'd thg Inhabitants at once with Shat 
Anger and Amazement.. Leo was highly provok! 
this Indignity, and therefore prevail'd with the 

garians to invade Simeon on one fide, whilſt he aſſa 
ed him on the other. The Hungarians, being ind 
rag'd by the rich Preſents they had receiv'd from. 
Emperot, were eaſily perſuaded to undertake the! 
pedition, and therefore prepar'd in great Numben 
break into Bulgaria. Leo on the other Hand hi 
out a ſtrong Fleet, and having rais'd a new Army, 
committed it to the Conduct of Nicepborus Phoca 
Patrician, and Captain of the Guards; but be 
ſtill more deſirous of Peace, than the continuance 
a War, to which he had given an unhappy Beginnit 
at the ſame Time that the Army began to mat 
he ſent an Ambaſſador to Simeon with Propoſals 
an Accommodation. Simeon, who obſerv'd the N 
ers that were drawing down on each ſide agal 
bim, thought this a Trick of the Emperor's on | 


* 1 


+ . 
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to amuſe and circumvent him; ſo that having 
wn the Ambaſſador into Priſon he march d in Per- 
againſt the Hungarians, who had paſs d the Mer, 
were deſtroying Bulgaria with Fire and Sword. 
> Hungarians recerv'd him with great Courage, and, 
r an hot Diſpute on both ſides, totally overthrew | 
The Flower of all his Army was cut off, and Simeon, 
>ſcap'd with great hazard to Driſta, whilſt the Hun- —— 48 
ans purſu d thoſe of his Forces that fled, of whom go . 
took great Multitudes Priſoners, and ſold em for h Hua. 
dod Sum of Money to the Emperor. This Misfor- gatians- 
> had taught Simeon to act with a little more Mo- 
ation, for obſerving that the Emperor's Forces, un- 
the Conduct of Nicepborus, were approaching, he 
and earneſtly deſir d Peace from Leo, who as 
ily granted it, and gave Orders for his Fleet and 
ny to return home. _ 
imeon no ſooner found the Danger remov'd but 
hrew Leo's Ambaſſadors into Priſon, and fell with 
nexpected Fury upon the Hungarians, whom he 
zated, and in a barbarous manner ravag d all theic -. 
ntry z and when the Emperor, who was unable 
aſſiſt his Confederates upon ſo ſhort a Warning, 
plain'd of this Proceeding, and demanded a Ra-. 
ation of the Treaty, 'he arrogantly declar'd he 
uld by no means condeſcend to a Peace till all the 
parians, Who had been taken Priſoners, were re- 
d; this the Emperor, after ſome Heſitation, con- 
ed to, notwithſtanding which Simeon would not 
ent to lay down his Arms, but inſiſted on new 
mands more unreaſonable than the former; at 
ich Leo was ſo incens'd that he reſolv'd to fall upon 
with the whole Power of the Empire, and, if 
tble, to deſtroy him. Some Miſunderſtanding be- 
en the General Officers, occaſion d by the In- 
ues of Zantz,as, who govern d with too unlimited 
Authority in the Court, deftroy'd the hopes of 
Expedition; for Simeon fell upon the Romans 
ſt they were at Variance among themſelves, and 
"0 obtain d 
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A. D 
901. 


Sever 


Conſpira- 
cies dif. 


cover'd, 


: 
F 
. 


hee 8 Some time before this, Leo, having bury d his 
F309 4 
bis Concu- 


beautiful Concubine, and put the Imperial Crown! 


bine, 


on with various Succeſs between both Nations dui 


all Opportunities of inſulting the Empire. 


with great Hazard of his Life. For going in a ſole 


to force him to a Diſcovery, but all they could 
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obtain'd an entire Victory over em, which conſtni 
the Emperor at length to conſent to a Peace 
the beſt Terms he could obtain, which however 


obſerv'd no longer than it was judg'd beneficial eit 
to the one ſide or the other, and the War was ca 


all this Emperor's Reign. For notwithſtanding 
his great Care and Vigilance, the Bulgarians watd 


Whilſt Leo was engag'd in theſe Wars abroad, ſev: 
Deſigns were form'd againſt his Perſon at hot 
which however were ſeaſonably diſcover'd, and 
Traitors deſervedly puniſh'd, tho' once he. eſeg 


Proceflion to Church on Whitſunday , as it 
cuſtomary upon that Feſtival, a Fellow watch'd 
Opportunity, and gave him ſo great a Blow on 
Head, that all about him deſpair'd of his Life. 
Fellow was immediately ſeiz d and tortur'd, in on 


could extort nothing from him; tis true he was loo 
on as diſtemper d in his Brain, which it's thought 
an end to any further Scrutiny. Indeed Alam 
the Emperor's Brother, was miſtruſted to have g 
Life to all theſe Conſpiracies, notwithſtanding whi 
Leo made no Enquiry againſt him, either for that 
had then no Son of his own to fucceed him, or! 
cauſe, being a Man of no Merit or Eſteem, 
thought it beneath his Worth to apprehend any D 
ger from him. 


preſs Theophania with much Pomp, marry'd Zoe! 


her Head. She enjoy'd not thoſe Honours long, | 
dy'd within two Years after her Advancement, 
was ſucceeded by a Woman of a Beauty equal to 
own, nam'd Exdocia, who dying in Child-bed not 
ry long after, left the Emperor once more a Widoi 
As yet he had no Son to ſucceed him, at which 


2 p. I. LXXX. Leo V. | IS 
very uneaſie, but being, according to the Cuſtom 
oſs Times, ? 2dited to Aftrotogy. he was aſſur d 
zould ſtill be the Father of a Succeſſor, which en- 
ag d him to look out for another Wile, and was 
y perſuaded to marry a ſecond Zoe, by whom he 
a Son call'd Conſtantine. The fourth Marriage, 
h was then held unlawful, gave Ground to ſeve- 
unhappy Diviſions in the Eaſtern Church. For 
don as Leo had declar'd Zoe Empreſs, which was 
till her Son Conſtantine was born, Nicholaus Myſti- 
at that time Patriarch of — _ noe only 
ard himſelf reſolutely againſt it, but excommu- 
ted the Emperor, who when he obſtinacely re- 
, upon Leo's earneſt Application, to reſtore him 
e Church, he depos d him from his Office, and 
ituted Eutbymim in his Place, Nicholans would 
have carry d himſelf with ſo much Obſtinacy 
e had not been ſupported by the Opinions, and 
larations of ſeveral other Biſhops his Suffragans, 
adhered ſtedfaſtly to him in his Expulſion, 
reas others, who were of a more peacable Tem- 
approv'd of the new Patriarch's Diſpenſation in 4 $:4:%n 
Emperor's Behalf, whereupon a Schiſm enſu d in che E- 
e Church. 19 7 | _ 
he Nuptial Ceremonies were hardly over before ey 
mperor was alarm'd by the Motions of the Sara- cens inſeſ 
who, encourag'd at the Hoſtilities and Succeſs of :he Epi 
Bulgarians, firſt mann'd out a Fleet, with which | 
took Taurominium in Sicily, and having flain a 
t Multitude of the Romans they conquer'd Lem- 
from whence they led away an incredible Num- 
of Captives After this they did great Miſchiefs 
out controul upon the Coaſts under the Conduct 
Renegado, call'd Leo Artaleus, who put the Im- 
al City it ſelf into a great Conſternation. The 
deror prepar d all the Strength he had at Sea to op- 
em, but his Admirals finding em always ſuperior 
umber, return d without attempting any thing a- 
ſt em, and left em to beſiege Theſalonica, _ 
| they 
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they took and plundet d, and had deſtroy'd the 
had they not been bought off with a vaſt Sun 
Gold. Leo, after theſe Diſgraces at Sea, wh 
found himſelf unable co contend with the Inf 
thought it not improper to make ſome Repriſals 
em by Land; and having rais'd a very powerful 
my he gain'd ſeveral Victories againſt em in the 
under the Conduct of Euſtathius Argyrus, and Ani 
cus Pucas : And had not fome fatal Diſſentiom 
ftop to the Progreſs of his Arms, he had infa 
| obtain'd as great or greater Advantages againſt} 
They cun- than any of his Predeceſſors. Samonat, à Sarac 
wing 1 Birth, having diſcover'd ſome dangerous De 
&.-.c- form'd againſt the Emperor, was, by Advice of 
Feverrite. Senate, as well as by Leo's particular Inclination 
his Perſon, advanc'd to Employments of the hig 
_ © Truſt and Profit. He made an outward formal! 
ſeſſion of Chriſtianity, but inwardly nouriſh'd the 
"fon. with which he was infected at his Birth, and 
ving in a prodigious manner -enrich d. himſelf, 
attempted co eſcape with all his Wealth into his 
Country; but after ſeveral Accidents upon the R 
was ſtopp'd, and brought back to Conſtantinople by 
antinus Ducas, the Son of the General Andi 
he Emperor, notwithſtanding his intended Deſt 
on, reſtor'd him upon a ſpecious Submiſſion to 
x Favour, and, continuing him in Offices, left it 
28 fr Power to revenge himſelf upon thoſe who! 
orc'd him back. Shortly after this Accident H 


| and Andronicus Ducas were declard Generals api 
li WED: the Saracens ; and Samonas having conceiv'd ani 
N N placable Hatred to Andronicus, upon the Account 
his Son Conſtantine, prevail'd with one of the Gene 
1 | his moſt intimate Friend, to adviſe him by Letter | 
18! 8 means to join with Himerius in any Enterprize again 
1 Saracens, for tbat Himerius hd Orders from the Em 
M's | to put out his Eyes as ſoon as he could get bim into hisP0 
Andronicus unhappily liſten d to theſe Inſinuations 
ſuffer d Himeriu co engage without him, 2 
| * 


ding which the Saracens were totally defeated. 

Succeſs againſt the Infidels at once reminded 

onicus of his Duty, and the Error he had com- 

ed; ſo deſpairing of a Pardon from the Empe- | 
he ſeiz d on a Cattle near Iconium, where he pre: 

d for a Revolt, whilſt Sawmonas was uſing all che 

er he had at Court to his Deſtruction, repres: -- 1 
ing to Leo, with all the Force his Malice was | 
ter of, How  contumaciouſly he refus'd to join with: 
erius in the Expedition, and was now ripe fer - 
lion. Tho' Leo was unwilling to believe any 
g to the Prejudice of Andronicus, who had hitherto 
d him with much Honour and Integrity, yet be- 
ignorant of Samongs his wicked Artifice, and re- 
ting on the Generals late Behaviour, he com- 
ded a ſtrong Army to be ſent againit him, where - 
n Andronicus fled with all he had to the Saracens, 
whom he was receiv'd with all imaginable Kind- 


gand Reſpecct. 1) por huh au 2WwA 
and, as ſoon as the heat of his Reſentment was over, 
(elf, an to reflect on What he had done, He could not 
his ignorant of the. Reaſons Samonas had to act with 


much Vigour againſt Andronicus, and regretted at 
e the good Subject his Credulity had loſt, and 
at an Enemy he had rais'd up in his ſtead, and re- 
'd, if poſſible, to recal him. Accordingly he re- 
d a Saracen Captive, on Condition he would 
y ſome Letters from him to Andronicm; the 
acen readily undertook the Service, but being bribd 
Samonas, inſtead of conveying 'em to Andronicus, 
deliver'd the Letters to the Caliph, wherein he 
ited him home, promis d to reſtore him to his for- 
Dignity and Eſtate, and gave him all ima - 
able aſſurance. of - freſh Encouragement. The 
Iiph having read the Letters immediately threw : 
dronicus —. his Friends into Priſon, where they 

e treated with all imaginable Severity, under 
ich Andronicus miſerably periſh'd ; others abjur d 
Religion for the lake of their Liberty, to . 
Alter 
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after many Hardſhips, they were reftor'd ; and| 
reſt, with exceeding difficulty, eſcap'd to C 
nople, with Conſtantine, Andronicus his Son, of wh 
the Reader may expect a farther Account hereafy 

Whatever Grounds Leo had for his Proceeding 
22 Andronicus, it doth not appear, but the Je 
* ſie he had conceiv'd againſt Euſfatbius Apryrus 
even more unwarrantable. Eaſtathius had given 
Emperor, and ſeveral of his Predeceffors, frequent 
ſtances of his great Integrity and Conduct in m 
Services both by Sea and Land, notwithſtand 
which, without any apparent Crime urg d againſt i 
he was turn d out of all his Employments on af 
den, and was not ſuffer'd long to enjoy the Sweet 
of a private Life, being ſhortly after taken of 
Poiſon, to the great Diſſatisfaction as well of the 
men as the Soldiers, by whom he was univerſally} 
lov'd.- The Behaviour of Leo, in theſe Particuli 
ſhows us how unhappy ſome Princes are in the Cha 
of their Favourites. And 'twas equally as difficult 
any one to find out a Reaſon forthe Misfortune of thi 
two Great Men, as for the extraordinary Favoit 
notwithſtanding all his Perfidious Intrigues, con 
nu*d to Samonas, ho was grown into ſo great a C 
dit with the Emperor, that he ſent for the Favour 
Father, entertain'd him in the Imperial Palace, 
out of a religious, but dangerous Vanity, ſhowd 
all the rich Furniture and Treaſure of the Chun 
The old Man was ſo charm'd at the Power and Aut 
rity with which he ſaw his Son govern in Conſtant 
le, that he would willingly have ftaid there, and be 
artaker with him in it, had not Samonas perſuad 
him to continue ſtedfaſt in his Religion, which 
never had renounc'd from his Heart, and return it 
his own Country; Whither he intended to follow 
with the firſt Opportunity. The Father being 5 | 
the Emperor grew every Day more profuſe 
Favours to his Son, till by degrees he grew, i 
were, intoxicated with too much Power, and by ti 
: me 
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ns procur'd his own Ruin. Semonas had recom- 
\ded a young Gentleman, call'd Confftantine, by 
h a Paphlagonien, to wait on the Empreſs, who 


ſo much taken with him, that ſhe made aſe of 
her Intereſt to promote him, which adminifter'd 
to 


t Cauſe of Diſtruſt to Samoness, who began tc 
he might be ſupplanted. - At firſt he endeavour'd 
the ſtrength of his Authority; to remove him, 
when he found that could not he be effected, 
arrogantly accus'd the Empreſs of too much Fa- 
arity with him, and proceeded ſo far as to pub- 
2 Scurrilous Libel againſt the Emperor himſelf ; 
„finding him to be the Author of it, grew at 8 
th ſenſible of his Perfidiouſneſs, and after he had ;, Pi. 
rd him to be ſhaven he confin'd him to'a Mona- grace. 
and preferr d the new Favourite to be Chamber- 
of the Houſhold in his ſtead, mn” - 
ov did not long ſurvive this piece of Juſtice, Leo dien. 
dy'd of the Cholick on the eleventh of May, A. D. 
une, as ſome will have it, in the ſecond Year 911. 
naſtaſiu the Third Pope of Rome, the laſt of Lewis 
ourth, Emperor of Germany, and twenty fifth of 
own Reign, by the Conſent of moſt Authors, 
ſome of others vary from it, An. Dom. 911. 
o is generally allow'd to have been a vigilant and Hi: Cha 
ent Prince, a Man of great Learning and Capa- er. 
in the Adminiſtration of Aﬀairs, tho there can 
o one but muſt allow him in many things to ; 
ameable. Undoubtedly his extraordinary Learn- 
ender'd him a Favourite among Men of Let- 
eſpecially the Church-Men, who compare him 
e moſt vigilant of their Biſhops in his Care of 
hurch, expreſs'd in his Circular Letter, and 
of his Writings. His prudent Management 
rds the Italian Princes, by which he won ſeve- 
fem off from. their their Alliances with the 
ens, who were grown very powerful in the 
and uniting em into a joint Confederacy a- 

em, ſhows him to be an able Stateſman and 
provident 
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} gectar'd Alexander, his . Brother, his Succeſſor, 
i 


Death. 
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provident Guardian of the Chriſtians. His Son 
ing little more than five Years old at his Death 


juring him, by all the Ties of Gratitude and Nat 
to be careful o the young Prince his Education, 
appoint him to ſucceed in the Empire, which, it 
appearance, he would hardly have done, had 

ander been then no more than twenty Year 
Age, as ſome of the Greek” Writers have affirn 
tho Curopalares, from whom the reſt have bort 
and by that means fell into the- ſame Error 

bim, forgot his former Account, in which het 
us that Baſilia the Emperor, in the third Vea 
his Reign, created his third Son Alexander Ci 
which being true, ic follows of neceſſity that 
could not be leſs. chan wy) Years of 20 ar 


CH 
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r, . a6 01 ene 
No, e Death 'of Leo the: Philoſopher, to that 

+ WF Baſilius the Second, who ſubdu'd the Bulgari: 

4 „ and made em T. ributary to the Empire, 

Cary | ; N 2 Ablass! Ind!“ 

irn Containing the Space of 114 Tears, 

ne 20708 T8. 83.93.81 IH G0 

*r was very hippy for the State that the Reign Alexa: 
he of Alexander, whom Leo had appointed his Suc- det. 


rr, was fo ſhort; in Which however he had Time 
gh to give the World a terrible Idea of a wick-. 
illolute Prince; and tho“ he was quick in his 
rſe, yet, like a malignant Planet, he ſhed his po- 
us Influence as he roll'd along. He was ſcarce 
m'd in the Empire before he recall'd Nel 
icus, whom his Brother had baniſh'd, and in a 
ick Aſſembly, ſummon d for that purpoſe, for- 
y depos'd Eauthymias, the Patriarch; who was no 
er degraded, but ſome Hot- headed Prieſt of N- 
his Faction fell violently upon the helpleſs Old 
, and, in a moſt outrageous manner, inſulted 
pulling him by his hoary Beard, buffetting him 
their Fiſts; and committing ſuch barbarous In- 
Ities upon his ſacred Perſon, as would fcarce be 
d even in a Repreſentation upon the Stage, and 
hich the Ambaſſadors of the Saracens themſelves; 
were then preſent, tothe great Scandal of Chri- 
ity, were highly offended. Eurbymins did not. 
ſurvive this Barbarity, but dy'd ſhortly after in 


ander having, as he thought, by. this Action 

d the Affair, of the Church, apphy'd_ himſelf 

equal Prudence, to the. Management of the 

out of which he thruſt all thoſe whoſe Honour 

ntegrity had render d them unwelcome to him, 

icing fuch in their toom K would 9 
to 
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and ſhare with him in his libidinous Courſes. He 
ſenſible that theſe Proceedings had render'd him 
ous to the People, whoſe Eyes and Wiſhes were 
on his Nephew Conſtantine, whom therefore hy 
ſign'd to caſtrate, and thereby render him inca 
of the Succeflion, which he propos'd to ſettle on 
bauchet, call'd Baſilitzas, a Fellow of obſcure ] 
and Fortune, till enobled by him for being his 
panion in all his abominable Extravagancies. 
who were near his Perſon, and bore any Reſpe 
the Memory of Leo, perfuaded him to ſuſpend 
Execution of his Deſign for ſome Time, in Con 
ration that the Child was young and ſick, and 
ſhortly, in all probability, be call'd out of che wi 
A natural Death, which would ſave him the Ex 
of ſo unpopular an Attempt. .. The hopes of that 
an aſſurance that the Prince was yet too young to 
any Diſturbances againſt him, reſtrain d him fot 
preſent from his bloody Purpoſe. ._ = 

Zeo, the Mother of Conſtantine, had, from 
Death of Leo, very vigorouſly endeavour'd to of 
Alexander, at which being provok'd, by the Al 
of his new Miniſters, he baniſh'd her from the Ct 
where none were ſuffer d but thoſe who were ( 
bratiſh Appetites as himſelf. And that his I. 
actions abroad might bear a Reſemblance to thei 
Home, he diſmiſs'd, in an ignominious mannes 
Ambaſſadors of the Bulgarians, who were com 
renew the League formerly concluded ; where 
the War broke out afreſh between both Nat 
and prov'd, in the Iſſue, very unfortunate t0 
Romans. | + 13 

Thus had this unfortunate Prince, in leſs til 
Year's Time, reduc'd the State to the laſt Extret 
being hated at home, where he was ſerv'd by 
bur ſuch as were Slaves to his ſenſual Pleaſures; 
deſpis d abroad, where his Enemies, juſtly pro 
againſt him, were arming for his Deſtruction 
thoſe, who were able or willing to ſerve their 
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baniſh'd, and the ſole Management of 
mitted to the Hands of 
its Deſtruction; All this while he purſud with 


ſacred Orders of the Church, blaſpheming God, 


onſter, and took him off in the midſt of his De- 
heries. Having one Day 'exercis'd himſelf at 
nis, after a great fit of Gluttony, he-play'd with 
uch Violence, that he broke ſome of the Veſ- 
and continu'd to bleed inwardly till he dy d. 
re his Death he declar'd his Nephew Conſtantine 
ucceſſor, but appointed thoſe for his Governors, 
g his Minority, as Had in his Life-time been 
oft darling Companions, all which however 
> ſhortly after remov'd by Zoe, the young Em- 
r's Mother, whom they were forc'd much a- 
ſt their Wills, to recal to Court. 


- 


d for the young Prince his Governors, encou- 
| ſome, who were Friends to Conſtantine Ducas, 
Son of Andronicus, to aim at an Innovation, 
5 was at that Time abſent, but was quickly 
rtisd by his Friends of Alexanders Death. They 
ded bim of the dangerous Condition the State was 
breaten'd from abroad, and divided at home, that in 
ean Time the Empire wanted 4 Head to ent 
if be 

Defence 


rote it, that it would infallibly be diſſolv'd 
ot appear in its bebalf, and by a timely 
nt the Ruin that attended it, there being no Man 
p fit to govern but himſelf. Leo, the late Em- 
, Is lack to have admoniſh'd Ducas of his Duty 
his Return to Conſtantinople, which was before 
d; And to bave advisd bim, notwithſtanding rhe 
ragement he might receive from his Name, never to 


. 


in ſo dangerous a Conjuncture, were dif, rac 
irs 
oſe who leem'd to de- 


t Application his diffolute Courſes, laughing at 


t the Sovereignty 5 That if be contented himſelf with 
| Sky ' 
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oppreſſing Man; till Death haſten'd on by his Alexan- 
mperance, releas'd the State from ſo pernicious der dier. 


.a Db 
9IZ, 


exander's ſudden Death, and the Contempt the ©, 
rality of the People had for thoſe who were al- cine VI. 


conſtan- Scene of bis Deſtruction. Cumſt amt inus - Ducas either 
tinus Du - forgot this friendly Admonition, or diſre garde 


and is lain 
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2 private State, in which be was born, be night] 
long and happy 3 but if ever he attempted the Im 
Dignity, that very Place, here now. be mas treattd 
ſo much Honour and N ente, would ine vit abiy 


e gave a ready Ear to the dangerous Ia 
ons of his unhappy Friends, and haſten d byN 
with a ſelect Body of Men to Conſtantinople, and 
ing got into the Caſtle ſummon'd all his Friend 
attend him. Many there were of great Power 
Authority in the City that anſwer d his Sum 
and repait'd to the Caſtle; from whence, akt 
few Hours ſpent in fome previous Conſultai 
they went in a great Multitude, with Torch 
their Hands, before it was Light, to the pul 
Cirrus, and With joy ful Acclamations ſaluted 
Emperor. F177 8 * | 
The young Emperor's Governors had quick 
Account of this dangerous Tumult, and ſent 
who was one of the Number, at the Head of 
Seamen, and ſuch others as were the moſt fo 
to defend the Prince, with Orders to oppoſe thi 
ſurper, who met wich little or no Oppoſition iti 
got to the Court of Guard, where the Soldiers, 
encourag'd by Fobn's Approach, made a very vige 
Refiftance. Gregory, the Son of Ducas, and 
others of his moſt intimate Friends were ſlain 1 
firſt Onſet; and ſhortly after Ducas himſelf 
thrown from his Horſe as he was encouraging 
Men, who began to give Ground, was ſeiz d by 
of the Imperial Guards, who cut off his Head, 
preſented it to the Emperor. With Ducas fel 
Life and Hopes of all his Party, the Princip 
whom were puniſh'd either by Death or Baniſh 
This unexpected Inſurrection, ſo happily cruſt 
its Birth, gave the young Prince his Governors 
Pretence of calling ſuch of the Senators to al 
count, who were too honeſt to approve of their 


( 


ir in their Authority; and tis thought many of 
Rank, tho' innocent, had ſuffer d, had not one of 
Judges, more cou than the reſt, boldly 
em, How they durſt attempt Things of fo bigh a Na- 
during the inority? 


or's Minority 

the midſt of theſe Domeftick Diſtractions Sime- 

King of Bulgaria, being juſtly provok d at the 4 
gnities put upon his Ambaſladors by Alexander, : 

with a very powerfuk Army invaded the Em- 75: Bul-. 

and was by this Time advanc'd ſo near to Con- fu 

inople, that he had great hopes of taking it; but % E. 

with ſo vigorousa Reception from the Inhabitants, pire, 

truſted not fo much to their Walls, tho' they 

very ſtrong, as their own Courage, that: after 

ral unſucceſsful Attempts he was forc'd to retire, 

offer ſome Overtures for a Treaty, which were 

willingly embrac'd by the Governors, and the 

ter was carry'd on ſo far, that Sineon was admit- 

o Dine with the Emperor, who receiv'd him 

honourably, and diſmiſs d him laden with rich 

ents. Notwithſtanding which the Treaty was 

r broke before it could be brought to an happy 

cluſion, or the Peace violated ſoon after. For 
at Time the Empreſs Zoe had been recall'd to 

t, and confirm'd in her Authority, Simeon broke 

more into Thrace, and deſtroy'd all with Fire 
Sword, continuing long in no Place till he ar- 
at Adrianople, which he reſolv'd to take either by 

e of Arms, or the Power of his Preſents. The 

r prov'd the more prevalent, for it was betray d 

m by one Pancratucas, an Armenian, who had 
corrupted by Gold to that purpoſe, and was 

wards, by the ſame means, recover'd to the Em- 


hilt Zoe was thus attack'd on one Side by the 


— rians, the Saracens from Tyre infeſted the Mari- nd the | 


Parts of the Empire on the other ; whereupon Saracens. 
onſulted witch the Senate what was to be done 
ch an Extremity ; in which it was reſoly'd to + | 

F: 3 | make F.-Y 


917. 
The Ro- 
mans are 
defeated by 
the Bulga- 


concluded their General was ſlain, where 
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make Peace, if poſſible, with the Saracens, and 
rect the whole Power of the Empire againſt the 

arians. The Saracens being divided among th 
elves at home, and fatisfy'd for the — 

their late Depredations, readily agreed to an 
commodation ; ſo that Zoe being now diſintany 
from chem, ſent Leo Phocas at the Head of a very 
lant Army againſt the Bulgarians. Leo muſter 
Army at Diabaſis, being a capacious Plain, and 
for ſuch a Purpoſe. He found the Troops in asp 
a Condition as he could deſire, very well d 
plin'd, and eager to be led againſt the Eneny 
which they had been encourag d by a late Don 
from the Empreſs. Here the great Chaplain: of 
Palace, having firſt made em all kneel down, 
ſwear to fight it out to the laſt, in a ſolemn mu 
gave him his Benediction. The General Of 
were Men moſt of 'em eminent for their former! 
vices, and great Experience in the War, ſo that 
with great reaſon, promis d himſelf Succeſs in 
Expedition. Both Armies engag'd on the fixt 
Auguſt, and the Battel was fought, with great N 
lution on both Sides, till at length the Valour 0 
Romans prevail'd, and the Bulgarians after ag 
Loſs, were put to Flight. Ir happen'd that 
grown faint and thirſty through the great Fat 
of Battel, in which he had equall'd the Labou 
the moſt ordinary Soldier, alighted at a Fountal 
refreſh. himſelf during the Purſuit, and  whill 
ſtoop'd down to drink, the Horſe, eas d of hi 
der, broke looſe and ran in among the Ranks d 
Army; where being known by the Soldiers th 


5 Tony 


moſt of em, in a diſorderly manner, turn'd 
Purſuit into a Flight. The Diſorder this uni 
Miſtake had created in the Roman Army was qu 
perceivd by Simeon, who, having retreated, ll 
orderly manner, immediately rally'd his Forces 
turn'd the Fortune of the Day. - 7 ib 


= my mn oo” uo 


p. n. LXXXI. Conſtantine VI. 


o this Miſtake ſome attribute the Miſcarriage of 
Imperial Army, tho' others aſſign a more weigh- 
Reaſon for it. They ſay that whilſt Leo was buſi- 
:mploy'd in purſuit of the Enemy, he receiv'd In- 
igence that Rowanus Lacapenus, a Man of great Au- 
rity in the Empire, and Admiral of the Fleet, 
ich had Orders to hover about the Sea-Coaſts, 
| affiſt Leo if need requir'd, was return'd back to 
tantinople with a Deſign 
wer, whilſt moſt of the Great Men were abſent 
m the City; at which Les, who had the ſame De- 
in View, was ſo nearly concern'd, that he re- 
n'd on a ſudden into the Camp, the better to be 
ormd of the Truth; and by that means the Sol- 
rs, who imagin' d. it to be done out of Fear, were 
na diſcourag'd that they turn'd their Backs, and 
Dea new Turn to the Fortune of the Day. This 
er ms to be the moſt probable Account, if we con- 
the Actions both of the one and the other ſhort- 
after. 1 L 
u was deſcended from ſomg of the former Empe- 
s; he was a Man of great perſonal Merit, and ma- 
r ou conſiderable Employments, beſides his Intereſt at 


too much upon his own Strength, and the 
boi peror's Minority, he grew fo confident of rai- 
nan himſelf one Day to his projected Greatneſs, that 
hilly openly declar'd his Title to the Imperial Digni- 
| Romanus on the other Hand, had ingratiated 
cs iſelf by a long ſeries of Services render'd to the 
tha peror and his Father, tho' it appear d afterwards 
erer all his Deſigns in private were to the Advange- 
nt of himſelf and Family. Theodore, the Empe- 
uni 5 School- Maſter, had diligently examin'd into 
_ - Actions, and, u d Grounds, foreſaw the 
d. ger his Pupil was in, and perſuaded him to 
ceo 2 gthen himſelf againſt him by the Aſſiſtance of 


F 4 rector, 


to uſurp the Imperial 


aus, whom he advis'd him to chuſe for his Pro- 


71 


urt was very ſtrong by the means of Conſtantine the 
amberlain, his Wife's Brother. Depending there- _ 


Emperor's arch, and ſome others, whom his Mother at the 
Mor her, re- 
mov d from 


wernment, her from the Management, and ſo more openly i 
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tector. Romanus at firſt, with great Obſtinacy, ref 
to accept the Charge, till he was invited to it hij 
Emperor's own Letters, and Leo's ambitious Pradtig 
whom he would not ſuffer to haſten with mote i 
to the Sovereignty. than himſelf, ſo that at laß 
privately undertook to fruſtrate the Attempts ai 
and his Adherents. | E457 > HR 
Theſe Negotiations were not manag'd : 
much Secrefie, but Conſtantius the Chamberlain 
Intimation of ir. Notwithſtanding which he 
ſum'd ſo much upon his Power, that he ventur 
7 ſhortly after to the Fleet with the Treaſure aflig 
for the Payment of the Seamen, where Romani 
a plauſible Carriage having gotten him into the 80 
immediately ſeiz d and confin'd him. This Acct 
made ſo great a Noiſe in the City, that nothing 
than a Revolt was expected; and when Zos ſent 
know the meaning of theſe Proceedings, and to 
quire the Chamberlain to be ſer at Liberty, ſhe 
ceiv'd no other. Anſwer than that all was owing 
Leo's ill Management in the Army, and Conſtantin 
Chamberlain's Behaviour at Court. | 
Shortly afcer this the Emperor re-call'd the Put 


ginning of her Adminiſtration, had remov'd ; and 
ſhe very importunarely de ſit d the contrary, rem 


pos'd himſelf to the Deſigns of thoſe who were | 
paring to oppreſs him. Leo was turn d out of all 
Employments, together with all ſuch as were rei 
to him. Whereat being juſtly alarm'd, and dreat 
what might follow, he went privately to Ri 
and in a moſt moving manner lamented the Strais 
which he was reduc'd. Romanus, being ſenſiblei 
conſiderable a Man Leo was, as well in regard of 
perſonal Intereſt as "fat Alliances, choſe t 
to ſoften and encourage him with fair Promiſe 
the preſent, than offend and exaſperate him be 
his own Deſigns were ripe for Execution, 


wi 


b. H. LXXXI. Coriftatitine Vl. 
Conſideration he receiv'd him with à great 
of outward Reſpect, and a League of Friendſhip 
contracted between em, which was to be 
igthen d by an mann of their 


ren. My . ; | . 1 | 
uu having thus, in a great meaſure; as he 
ght, diſarm'd Leo, and purg d the Court of ſuch 
ere averſe to his Proceedings, he went thither 
elf to anſwer, as he pretended, the Criines chat 
been urg d againſt. him, and to prove that he 
done nothing but what oonſiſted with the Saſet 
State, and the Security of the Emperor, hi 
been ſo apparently threacen'd by Les Faction; 
n that was done he ſolemnl ig d himſelf, un- 
he moſt dreadful Imprecations, never to attempt 
thing againſt the Emperor's Perſon. or Dignity, 
hazard his Life for the Preſervation of both. 
anus behav'd himſelf in all theſe Tranſactions 
ſo much outward Integrity, that the young N 
ce was eaſily perſuaded to marry his Daughter Conftan- 
4, and confer on him the Title of Father to the tine mar- 
deror; after which he made his Son Chriſtopher mo 
mander in chief of the Aſſociates, which av chat p,,,4.,. 
was eſteem'd one of the higheſt Dignities in the 
ire. in NEST 
heſe extraordinary Favours to Romanus provok d 
who had for a long time been a Male-· content, to 
k out into an open Rebellion, which it was the 
ourite's Intereſt as well as Duty to cruſh in its 
h. Leo, being afliſted by the Chamberlain, and 
e others of gteat Intereſt in the State, gave out 
is publick Declarations, that what he did was in 
lf of the Emperor, whom he endeavour d to free 
the Power and Authority of Romans; which 
ible Pretence ſeduc'd many to declare for him, 
had not Romanus taken Cate to have the Emperor's 
ers, wherein he acknowledg'd Romanus his Father, 
declar'd Leo a Traitor, and an Enemy to him and 
amily, produc'd in the Camp, he had, in all 
| | probability, 
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from Leo, and return d to their Duty. 


ginable Privacy, yet was it happily diſcover d 90 


Zoe the 
Empreſs 
fore d into 
4 Mon. ff oo 


1y. 
1 


919. 
Romanus 
crown a 
Emneror. 


was render d incapable of any further Innovatio 


threaten d him by an open Rebellion, before he 


kill him as he went out to Hunt. 


"The Roman History). V. 

8 created great Troubles in the B 
ut when the Chief Officers, and others, that 
with Leo, found the Letters fign'd by the Em 
himſelf, and ſeal'd with his own Seal, they with 


ſhortly after follow'd by the reſt of the Army,.fo 
Leo was forc'd to fly and ſecure himſelf in 2 
call d  Atcas, where he was ſhortly after taken 
ſoner, and had his Eyes pluck d out, whetel 


Romans had hardly remov'd the 


like to have been taken off by a private Conſpi 
carry'd on by ſome who under-hand had faw 
Leo's Attempts ; but having declin'd declaringy 
lickly for him they eſcap'd the Puniſhment, tho 
ſtill preſerv'd the Spirit of the Party. Amongt 
were Michael, the Maſter of the Ordonance, 

had purſuaded ſeveral young Men to attemy 
Tho' the 

ſpirators thought the thing was manag'd with alli 


manus, who, having pluck'd out all their Eyes, 
em in an ignominious manner about, having on 
Leo to be expos d with them as a Companion, as 
in their Crime as Puniſhment. Romanus his Jealc 
were ſo alarm'd by theſe Attempts, that he procet 
in a ſevere manner againſt all thoſe on whom 
could fix the leaſt Suſpicion. Among the rell 
the Empreſs was ſhaven, and thruſt into a Mona 
and even Theodore, the Emperor's School- Maſter, 
had ſo eminently contributed to his Advanceal 
was ſent into Exile. _—_— 
Theſe Proceedings having, in a ſhort time, 
mov'd all his Competitors out of the way, hel 
declar'd Cæſar, and afterwards crown'd Emperot 
moſt ſolemn manner by the Hands of the Pati 
Conſtantine all the while ſilently permitting, 
than openly allowing of what was done, whi 


b | Lad is - 
70 ip. II. LXXXI. Constantine VI. 
u, in Breach of his former Oath, at once in- 
-d the Dignity, and inſulted che Perſon of the 
peror; for not long after having caus d his Wife 
lara, and Son Chriſtopher to be crown d, he com- 
ded that he himſelf 
peror in the firſt place, and chat Conſfantine ſhould 
ontented with the ſecond. This he pretended 
the only way to prevent Conſpiracies, with 
ich he was continually alarm d. For notwi 


T 
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e ſtill remaining ſeveral generous reſolute Spirits, 
o, diſdaining the Dominion of an Upſtart Fa- 
rite, attempted to releaſe the helpleſs young Em- 
or out of his arrogant Controul, and reſtore the 
perial Authority to its proper Channel. Several 
jects were ſet on Foot to that purpoſe, and the 
rper was frequently in Danger of his Life. How- 
r his good Fortune prevail'd, and they were all 
ſonably diſcover'd before any could be brought to 
ecution. | | ' 
n the midſt of theſe Plots and Contrivances a- 
nſt him, he ſoughe to ſtrengthen and ſupport him- 

by ſome powerful Alliances, and marry'd his 
ughter Agatha to Leo, the Son of Argyrus, a Man 
bly deſcended, and of a Soul and Body excellently 
ll qualify'd ; at the ſame time he preferr'd others 
that Family to the moſt conſiderable Employments 
the Empi®. n 


— 


npts of his Enemies at home, before he was 


the Empire, and meeting with no Reſiſtance in 


heir Courſe, they threaten d Conſtantinople it ſelf, as 
oi merly they had frequently done. Againſt theſe 
att anus ſent his Son- in- Law Leo, and his Brother 


bus Argyrus, together with one Fobn, who, run- 


occaſion 


eaten d with more imminent Dangers from a- 
dad: For the Bulgarians, taking an Advantage from The Bulge 


4 * . 1 1 In- 
Diſtractions of the State, made an Irruption in- pin = * 


8 away in a great Fright at the firſt Onſet, gave 


73 
ould be eſteem d and namd 


all his Care and Caution to the contrary, there 


Romanus had hardly ſecur'd himſelf from the At- 


Em piro. 


IA | The Roman Re. Val 
oecaſion, to 3 Deſest, which was attended | 
miſerable Slaughter of the Rewars..: After this 
War was carry d on; fer ſeveral Years withyai 
Succels,' tho the Bulgarians, for the moſt pan, 
yaild, burning and deſtroying all before em 
length Sincen, encourag d by his Courſe of 
Fortune in the Wars, marchd at the Head of 

rful an Army as he was able to raife, with 
— to Beſiege Can ent inople it felf, In his Pat 
he waſted all Tbrate and Macedonia, putting tif 
ent Garriſons into ſuch Places as were defend 
and levelling the reſt with the Ground. Hay 
encampd his Army at Blacherna, by a Meſlenger 
| demanded the Patriarch and ſome others might 
ſent out of the City to treat of a Peace, with u 
Romans readily comply'd, and Hoſtages were 
chang d on boch ſides accordingly. After ſometi 
ſpent in the Conference Simeon requir d an Interv 
between himſelf and Romanus, bom, he faid; 
eſteem d a prudent and upright Man, to which Ra 
willingly condeſcended. When all things were g 
par d on both ſides for the meeting Romanus m 
firſt, attended by the Principal of the Nobility, tot 
Place of Conference, whither Simeon follow'd-ſhot 
Romanus After; to whom Romanus addreſs d himſelf in thi 
his Sdecch Terms. You are reputed a Chriſtian, and a Servant ti 
ro the King {ame God whom we adore, but your Action in no mel 
of Bulg- ,0vee with that Character. If you are in re lity, what 
la. : 2 
out wardly profeſs, a ſincere Chriſtian, put a ſtop at la 
to theſe cruel Devaſtations, Behold us the Profeſſors if 
fame Faith with your ſelf ; let not therefore the Ti 
Ambition any longer divide thoſe whom our Holy Faith 
united. You are a Man ſubject to the ſame Infirmitie 
Nature with ur; as ſuch you muſt live in a dail 
pectation of Death, and a firm Aſſurance of a Reſuryeth 
when you will be call'd to give a of Account of all 
Actions, as a Man, a Prince, and a Chriſtian. La 
Thoughts *teach you to act with Moderation, and 80 fh 
your Sword, already polluted with the Effuſion of 2 7 
̃ Chri 


ip; 11. LX NN Conftecrine us ny | 


Has Blodd.' If phat has bees, dure proceeds 
wy 2 Hofer . the Tre . 
open'd 10 bie gou 10 your. Da. 
watery" gg — Mares give the Id 
8 fon to trinmph over un, bug rather fendy to ealtiaate - 


ace berween both Natimi, e Pegee hos . 
4 fs. 7 40 f" nanny "4 
t is more clay probable chat Simeon . 251 
h Thoughts quite different .from che pretend 
- ps Interview, becauſe, during the Pre- 
eye it, he ſeat a Body of Soldiers to burn 
Church of eur Lady at the Huuatuin, which had 
built by the Emperor FJalliniam, dy which, he 
ge it appear, that he was no ways inclin'd to Peace, 4 Pane 
ichitanding whioh he was ſo nearly touch d wich concluded 
anus his Speech, that he apply d himſelſ in good Sewedd 
neſt to it, ang: having ſign d the Treaty he return d „ e 
ne richly laden with Preſents ſrom che Emperor. Toa. 
hilſt che Bujgarians were thus buſy d in aſſaulting 
Empire by Land, the Sar aan with a ſtrong Fleet, 
aded the Sea Coaſts and Ilands. At firſt they 
with no Oppoſition from the Romam, which 
de em act with more Confidence and Security. 
7obn,; the Admiral, fell ſuddenly upon em hiiſt 
y lay at Lemnas, and attack d em with. ſo much 
cution that very few efcap'd. This Succeſs a- 
it the Saracens, and the Peace lately concluded 
h the Bulgarians, which was ſolely attributed to 
anus his prudent Management, ferv'd very much 
augment his Power and Reputation with the Peo- 
, fo that with the general Acclamations of all he 
„d he Sons, Stephen and Conſtantine, to be crown'd 
perors : The Emperor Conſtantine fitting all this 
ile as an idle Spectator, enjoying only the Shadow 
that Power which his Rival poſſeſs d in reality. 
out the ſame time Thrace, which had ſuffer d fo 3, 
ch in the late Bulgarian Wars, was viſited by Barth 
t horrible Earthquakes, which overturn d ſe- quake: in 
al Churches, and ſwallow'd up great Numbers of Thrace. 
n and Houſes, Tho! 
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Hit Sut+ 


veſſor In- 


wvades Ma- 
cedonia. 


but con- 
cludes 8 
Peace, 
marries 
Romanus 


2 Deugh. were entertain d with great reſpect at Conſtant 


ter. 


7 


for he ſhortly after pick'd a 


S a. Aa 

The "Roman Fftory. Vl 
Tho Simeon, the King of Bulgaria, had condi 
a Peace with the or, yet, being a reſtlekt 
bulent Prince, he did not long enjoy the Fruits 
| | with ſome 6 
Neighbours, and loft his Life in the Diſpute, wi 
introduc'd new Troubles in Bulgaria. For the ne 
bouring Nations, who had been provok'd by his 
juſt Invaſions, prepar'd to fall upon the Bulgarians 
the Tame time that they 1abour'd under a grievou 
mine at home. Peter, who ſacceeded his Fathe 
the Kingdom, was directed by the Councils of 6 
Cuſurbulus, his Mother's Brother, who, fearing 
Romans would be encourag'd by their preſent Cal 
ties to fall ſuddenly upon em, 'advis'd the 50 
Prince to Invade them firſt, which perhaps mi 
make way for an advantageous Treaty. Accordii 
Peter made an Inroad into Macedonia, where, 
he was inform'd that Romanus the Emperor 
marching at the Head of a great Army againſt h 
his Uncle advis d him to offer ſome Propoſals k 
Peace, which was to be ſtrengthen d by a ſtricter 
liance, if the Emperor thought fit to give him 
Daughter in Marriage. The Overture was' very 
ceptable to Romanus, ſo that after ſeveral Intert 
tiations, durin 5 which George, the King's Uncle, 
ſeveral others the moſt Eminent among the Bulg 


Romanus went in Perſon to receive the young Ri 
the Caſtle of Blacbernæ, where the Nuptials 
celebrated with much Solemnity. Here, by! 
nut his Artifices, the Balgarians ſeem'd highly to 
ſent that Conſtantine, the true and lawful Empdl 
ſhould be ſuffer'd to take Place of Cbriſtopber, 
was the Son of ſo active and vigilant a Pn 
Whereupon Romanus, with a ſeeming reluctanc), 
revail'd upon to let his Son Chriſtopher have theW 
and, endeavouring thus by degrees to raiſe 1 
— above him, who was once his Lord 
er. n 
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\ the mean time, whilſt Rowanu: was thus em- 

d with his Sons at home, Foby Curves, his Gene- 

in Syria, ated with ſo much Sueceſs againſt the 

cent in thoſe Parts, that having laid Siegs tothe 
of Melitena, and taken it; he ſubjected the whole 

ntry to the Emperor, who redue d it to the Form 
Province, and by that means improv'd the pub - 
Revenues to a great degree. The Joy coficeiv'd 
onſtantinople from the Recovery of ſo conſiderable 
ranch to the Empire, was intetru by a 
we which rag'd with ghe utmoſt Violence in that 
lous City. That OMHamity was ſucceeded by 
her no leſs terrible, for a Fire broke out near the 
of the bleſſed Virgin, which deſtroy d # great 
nber of their faireſt Buildings. And on the fourth 
of Auguſt, that ſame Year, Cbriſtepber, Romanus 
Ideſt Son, dy'd, to the great Affliction of his 
der, who ſuſpected him to be taken off by 


cherry. 1 2 

; RR bilſt Romanus was lamenting the Lofs of his Son, 
der, a Macedonian, pretending himſelf to be Con- 
um Ducas, who was ſlain in the beginning of this 


deror's Reign, gave a beginning to freſh Diſtur- 

es in the Empire. Roman had met with many v . 
Iculties to contend with during his Uſurpation furbexcee. 
e Imperial Power, tho hardly any that gave. 
more Trouble than this. Baſilivs was a bold cun- 

Man, ready to improve whatever Advantages 

une and his own Induſtry preſented him with. 

had taken Care not to declare himſelf till the 

:mpers of the State had given him a fair Oppor- 

ty for it. He knew Romanus was fear'd rather 
belov'd, even by thoſe who pretended to be the 
faithful to him, and that he was ſo paſſionatly 

d by many others, that they would lay hold on 
Decaſions to undo him. It is hard to be believ'd 

readily the People receiv'd whatever Baſilius at 

rt Appearance affirm'd, ſo that Romanus, who 

how much it conſiſted with his Intereſt to ſu 


Preis, 


a ſhort time got ſuch a Multitude of credulom 


The Ruſſi Face, for the Ruff, I 


* wich no leſs than ten or fifteen thouſand vel 
e 


preſs him, try d all ways to get him into his gt 
which at length he effected by a Captain in ch 
my, who, having ſeiz'd him by a Stratagem, « 
him to Conſtantinople; where Romanss Comma 
n l 2 chen, thi 
him uncapable of giving him any further 
bance, turn d him looſe for freſh Adventures. 3 
having got a Braſs Hand to ſupply the room 
he had loft, return d d his former Artifices, a 


ple together, that . a ſtrong Caſtle, 
hence: he iſſu d out in Marties; and waſtedal 
Country round about. The Obſtinacy of 1A 
very much alarm d Ramat, Who thought: he 
could have perſiſted with ſo much Conſtancy 
Deſigus, had he not been privately ſupported by 
of the great Men at Court ; ſor which reaſn, 
he had with much Trouble got him once mote 
his Power, he endeavourd, by Torture, to dig 
who of the Nobility had been acceſſary to his Ci 
but when he found be could draw no Copa 
from him, he order d him to be burnt alive. 
this the Affairs of 1 ſeem' d to put on 
itants of Podalis in Pd 


having infeſted the Coafts of the Empire, receiuſ 
abſolute a Defeat chrough the Vigilance of The! 
the Admiral, that very few eſcap d home with 
News of their Misfortunes. About the ſame tim 
whole Streagth of the Sarscen Army was broket 


Theopbilus, the Governor of tamia, Who ii 
veral ſucceſsful E nts deſtroy d | 


tudes of em. During cheſe Publick Felicities 
nus confirm'd an honourable Alliance with Hugh, 
King of Italy, whoſe Daughter was marry'd to 

we his Grandſon, the Son of Conftautine the Sixtli 
purſuance of chis Alliance the Emperor aſſiſtel 
Ialians with a ſtrong Fleet, with wich they dell 
the Navy of the Sara. i 


ip. . EXXXI. Conſtantine VI. 
heſe publick Feliciries were follow 'd ſhortly after 
ach 2 Revolution as prov'd fatal to Romana and 
Family. Being, às he thought, arriv'd to the 
ht of all Human Greatneſs, and having nothing 
pprehend either at home or abroad, he endea- 
d to ingratiate himſelf with the People, and in 
> meaſure expiate his Uſutpation by ſeveral Acts 
harity and Devotion, which however could not 
rt the Divine Vengeance that was ready to over- 
him. For the Money he ng a of, as Zonaras 
rves, was none of his own, but belong'd to the 
reien Power which he had unjuſtly uſurp'd, and 
zuded another of his Right, enjoying all the 
rial Wealth by, Virtue of his-Uſurpation ; What 
it then had he if he conferr'd a ſmall part of it 
e needy ? Like him who having kill'd his Neigh- 
Ox, preſumes he has made a ſufficient Repa- 
on, if reſerving the reſt ro his own uſe, he gives 


” 


Feet to the Poor. 


Il this while r F the legal Emperor, 


without Authority or Reſpect, and had been lit- 
tter than an Imperial Priſoner for almoſt twenty 
fears together, and as ſome will have it, was re- 
d to ſo low a Neceſſity as to be ford to work 
tis own Maintenance. Tis highly probable the 
Contempt Romanus had of his Perſon and Ca- 
ty, made him attempt nothing againſt his Life 
g his Uſurpation, but the Event ſhow'd that 
preateſt Danger often ariſes from thoſe, at whoſe 
ds it is leaft expected. Tho' Conſtantine had 
wour'd to conceal his Indignation, and had by 
means betray'd the Uſurper into a fatal Securi- 
et he ſecretly attended the firſt Opportunity 
covering his: former Dignity. Romanus, in all 

ard Appearance, was the Favourite of Fortune, 
yet was he very unhappy in his own Fami- 
He had loft His eldeſt Son Chriſtopher, as has been 
obſerv'd; and had been ſeveral times highly 
od by the undutiful Catriage of Stepben the 
G youn- 


Romanus 
depos d by 
hi; own 
Son, 


rience in Affairs of State; and Marianus a 
Stephen, How unworthy it was: for -@ Man of hit 


not to take the Reins into bis own Hands. T bey N 


Due Roman Hiſtory, Vd 
oungeſt. Conſtantine had privately gain'd o 
is Intereſt ſome Perſons that were in great H 


with Romanus and his Sons; among theſe were 
lins Volucer, a Man of a ready Wit, and long 


the Son of Leo Argyrus. Theſe Perſons, preful 
upon the Credit of their Friendſhip, repreſent 


Intereſt and Capacity, to ſuffer the weight of Emi 
bang on the decrepid Shoulders of his aged Fathay 


ded bim how unkind hs Father bad been to bin 
what mighty Things be was in all. probability lik 
do in behalf of his eldeſt Brother Conſtantine, 
bu Prejudice. They ſtrengthen'd all with the 
mile of 4 ready Aſſiſtance from hs Brot bert 
Conſtantine the Emperor, who would gladly $7 
Empire with him, but was offended to ſee it divided 
fo many. | 3 31.3 
- Stephen was a Man fiery and ambitious, but 
very weak Underſtanding, ſo that he greedily.l 
low'd the Bait they had laid for him, and. d 
in Council with them, reſolv'd to remove his 
which they knew was the firſt Step towards th 
eſtabliſhment of Conſtantine. Accordingly hed 
his Father by their Aſſiſtance, to be ſeiz d d 
ſixteenth of December, and carry'd into the Nl 
Prota, where he was ſhaven, and thruſt into a] 
ftery. This was the deſerved End of Roma 
Uſurpation, who own'd his Advancement { 
own Diſloyalty, and his Deſtruction to his Son 
obedience. ene 

Conſt ant ine, the Brother of Stephen, having Jl 
meaſure been conſenting to his Fathers Dec 
ment, entertain'd an implacable Malice, to 
who expreſs'd as ſmall a Regard. for him, 0 
Miſunderſtanding between the two Brothers 
ſtantine the Emperor, and his Friends, endeae 
make their Advantage, Being thus divided % 
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into Factions, they were the more nll to be 
reſs'd, eſpecially at a Time when the Diſgrace of 
ather had ſubjected the whole Family to the Con- 
pt and Indignation of the People, ho are natural- 
nd ofa Change. Conſtantine; pretending to deſire a 
onciliation between the two Brothers, invited em 
Entertainment whither they readily came with- 
any Suſpicion of what had been contriv d againſt 
But in the midſt of their Jollity chey were hoth 
by the Emperor's Order, and being baniſh'd, 
were by Virtue of the ſame Authority, ſhaven 
made Clerks. Stephen outilivid his Misfortunes 
y Years, and dy'd at Lesbor; but his Brother grew 
patient under his Afflictions, that having ill d 
of his Keepers in Samothragiay who prevented him, 
was attenipting his Eſcape; che reſt fell in great 
upon him, and ſle w him ð 
us, by che Deſtruction of Romanus and his Fa- Conſtan- * 
Conſtantine ouice more recoyer d his former Dig- tin: 47 
and became ſole Emperor. His firſt Garg Was to — 
rd thoſe who had been inſtrumental in bis Reſto- D;gniry. 
, and prevent any future Deſigns that might be 
d againſt him. Accordingly he promoted Nilius 
to the Command of the Aſſociates, Marianus 
us he made Maſter of the Horſe, and advanc d 
eſt of his Friends to ſuch Preferments as he 
phe their late Services had ſufficiently; deſerv d. 
ly after, on Eaſter- Day, he crown d his Son Ro- 
, and at the ſame Time having gelded Romanus, 
on of Stephen, he oblig d him and the reſt of his 
ions to enter into Orders. His Son ann 
n he had by Helena, the Uſurper's Daughters, had 
rly been marry'd to Bertha, the Daughter of 
, King of France, who being dead, the Emperor 
phe it highly neceſſary to marry: him again, and, 
lome Deliberation, beſtow d on him Theophenja 
man of moſt admirable Beauty, but d ed 
ry ſordid Parentage, therein chuſing to comply 
his amorous Delſires, rather than conſult che 
„ Repu- 


* 
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freſh Diſtruſts to this Emperor and his Succeſſor 


Kew Wars 
with the 
Saracens. 


Wife Helena, und Baſil;zas his Favourite, who n 
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Reputation of his Family, or the Intereſt of they 

We meet with little more, during the reſt of 
Emperor's Reign, worchy our Obſervation; | 
juſtly condemn d by moft Authors for his great 
miſſneſs in the Adminiſtration of Affairs, for addig 
himſelf too much to Wine, and other ſenſus 
tainments; he committed the Management of all. 


Market of the moſt conſiderable Employment 
Empire, and conferr'd the Places of greateſt Tru 
Profit on thoſe who were able to give the moſt ſoſ 
Notwithſtanding this his great Negligence; he is 
other Hand worthily to be commended for bis 
ragement ſhown to. Learned Men, and his reſtom 
Learning to Greece, where it had lain languiſing 
long time before. His want of Care in the A 
ſtration encourag d Tbeopbanes the Chamberlain, 
ſeveral others of great Quality, to endeavour the 
ſtoration of Romanus, or his Son Stephen, and 0 
eſtabliſh one or both of chem in the Governmen 
Thing was ſo well concerted, and catry d on wi 
much Secrecy, - that Romanus, old as he was, 
tain d great Hopes of recovering his former Dig 
but a Contention ariſing between ſome of the Ut 
rators, the Plot was diſcover d, whereupon The 
and his Accomplices were baniſh'd. Raman d 
long after; but his Son Stephen ſurviv'd to admi 


Nor were theſe Attempts at home the only! 
culties Conf antine had to contend withal, for hf 
raten, not forgetting their ancient Animoſities 

uent Inroads into the Empire; ſo that dur 
the Delights and Entertainments of the Coun 
War was continu'd on both ſides, and was com 
to the Management of Bard Phocas, and l 
Sons, Nicephorus and Lev. Bardas did nothing i 
that was anſwerable to the high Character hs 
entruſting all to the Care of his Lieutenant, © 
ally his Sons, who ſignaliz d themſelves by us 


| 
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kable for their Valoue and Conduct, by which 
were render d terrible to their Enemies, than 


which made em the Delight of the Soldiers. 


taken Apoluſemut, nearly related to the Prince of 
Nation, and a Man of great Authority among 


indignity highly provok'd the Caliph, who ha- 


Apoſtate, he treated him after a moſt barbarous 


as fo enrag'd that he murder'd all the Relations 
e Caliph, who had the Misfartune to fall into 
lands, whereupon the Saracen: invaded the Em- 
with a greater Force than they bad done any 
e before. The Caliph carry'd with him Nicetas, a 
ician, and ſeveral other Perſons of Quality that 
his Priſoners, with an intent to kill 'em in fight 
ie Roman Army. Nicetas was a Man of an inſinu- 
> Temper, by which means he + wonderfully 
ght himfelf into the good Opinion of the Ca- 
who, through a ſtrange Credulity, made him 


mmunicated to Phocas, who lay in Ambuſh for 
in a narrow Paſs, and cut off the greateſt part of 
my; the Caliph himſelf eſcap'd with a very 


s he had in his Cuſtody, except Nicetas, who ha- 

corrupted his Keepers, got away at the begin- 

of the Engagement. 

eſe frequent Inroads, and the continual Loſſes 

djects ſuſtain'd, eſpecially from thoſe who had 

more ſettled in Crete, from whence they had for- 
G 3 merly 


+" hg 


xtraordinary Services; nor were they more re- 


Care and Affection to thoſe who ſervd under 


ad, in a pitch'd Battel, overthrown the Saracens, 


The Priſoner was ſent to Conſtantinople by Or- 


from the Emperor, who led him about in Tri- 
h, and in an inſulting manner trod upon his Neck. 


taken Conſtantine, Bardas his younger Son, en- 
our d by all means to make him abjure his Religi- 
and when he found nothing would force him to 


er, and at length poilon'd him; at which Pho-. 


ainted with all his Deſigns, which he immediate» 


| Retinue, but before his Flight kill'd all the Pri- 
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iümputed by Romanus, the Emperor's Son, to the 


Conſtan- 
tine in 
great dan- 
ger by hu 
Son's Pra. 
Fices. 


A. D. 
960, 


Had their Deſign been as manfully executed, 
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metly been driven by Baflius, very much afflicted 
Emperor; who therefore mann d out a very conſid 
ble Fleet, on Board of which a ſtrong Army emba 
with Ordersto try all means poſſible to expel em 


was prudently laid, the Expedition had ended n 
to the Reputation and Safety of the Empire. But 
Emperor made choice of Conſtantinus Gongylas, on 
the - Bedchamber, for his General; who having 
the greateſt part of his Education in the Court, 
an utter Stranger to the Arts of War, and ent 
incapable of ſo conſiderable an Employment. 
ving landed his Army without any Oppoſition {i 
the Saracens, who were altogether unprovided f6 
ſudden a Deſcent, he neither took Care to fort 
himſelf by any Works, nor ſent out his Spies tog 
Intelligence of the Enemy's Motions, who obſer 
as well the Negligence as Ignorance of the Gene 
fell ſuddenly on the Romans, and totally defeated? 
After a very great Slaughter, they took their 

with all their Ammunition and Baggage, and had 
ſome of the General's Guards defended him with 
invincible Courage, he had undoubtedly fallen 1 
their Hands. Theſe Misfortunes, and the great 
vantages the Saracens obtain'd on every fide, \ 


and Inſufficiency of his Father; for which reaſor 
Wife Theophania, who eagerly deſir'd to be Abſo| 
eaſily perſuaded him to conſpire againſt him, 
prevail'd with Nicetas,.an Officer, who attendel 
the Table, to attempt his Life by Poiſon, which 
adminiſtred to him inſtead of a purging Potion 
Phyſicians had preſcrib'd him. The Emperor, 1 
was about to drink it, either caſually, or by de 
ſtumbled, and ſpilt the greateſt part of it, fot 
had not the deſir'd Effect, tho' he never after hal 
full enjoyment of his Health. 4 
The September following, being uneaſie il 
Mind, and diſtemper'd in his Body, he took al 


ſea(od 
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bnable Journey to the Mountain Olympus, to 
eat, as it was given out, the Prayers of the 
nks for Succeſs in an Expedition he was then me- 


ting againſt the Saracens in Syria, tho his true 
gu was to conſult with Theodorus, Biſhop of Cy- 


„ reſiding there, how to expel Polheucts, Patri- 


| of Conſtantinople ; who, having too openly re- 
ed the Injuries done to Romanus and his Family, 


incurr'd che Emperor's Diſpleaſure. Whilſt he He dirs. 


there he fell violently fick, either thro' the ill 
it of his Body, or for that his Son had proceed- 
rther in his Practices upon him; ſo that per- 
ing the ill Condition he was in, he order'd him- 
to be carry'd back in a Litter to Conſtantinople, 
re he dy'd on the Ninth of November, before he 
d execute what he had deſign'd againſt Polyeuctus, 
nveterate Hatred to whom he carry d with him 
is Grave, Curopalates tells us, that ſome time be- 
his Death ſeveral Stones fell wich an unuſual 
ence from above into his Apartment. He, think- 
they were thrown down from the upper Rooms, 
ome who had a Deſign upon his Life, order'd 
atch every Night, for the Thing was often re- 
ed to the great Amazement of all that were a- 
him, to try if they could diſcover the Offenders; 
o no purpoſe, ſaith this Author, for they were 
down by a Divine Power, and not directed a- 
ſt him by any Human Contrivance. 


e obſery'd before how much this Prince was ad- Hi; cha- 
d to Wine, and how careleſs in what related to er. 


Government of the State. He is likewiſe con- 
n'd for his great Severity even towards the ſmall- 
Dffenders, and the unhappy Choice of his Ma- 
ates, which redounded much to his Diſhonour, 
the Detriment of the Publick. On the other 
d, being himſelf well skill'd in Arichmetick, A- 
omy, Geometry, and all the Parts of Philoſo- 
as well Natural as Moral, he was a great Bene- 

r to learned Men, whom he ſent for from all 
G 4 Parts, 


} 
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re his Son 


Romanus. 


was conſtant and ſincere in his Deyotions, ſe 


Eu Advice of Jeſus Chriſt. He advis d his Son, before hed 
. which he founded upon a Precept left by Conſtantin 


' Faſeph his Chamberlain, who being a Perſon d 
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Parts, and gave em unuſual Encouragements. 


going to the Temple without adorning the 
with Preſents worchy an Emperor, and a true I. 


never to marry with any of the barbarous Nai 


Great, and the Canons of the Church. In this B 
ror's Reign Luitprandus the Hiſtorian; flouriſh d, wh 
deſervedly taxes the Biſhops of thoſe Times with! 
and Ambition. Cenftentine dy'd in the fifty fifch] 
of his Age, and fiſtieth Year of his Reign, the fi 
Jobn the Pope of Rome, and twenty fiſth of Och. 
Great Emperor of Germany, who is delervedly 
nown'd for his great Actions. C 

| Conſtantine Teng dead, Remanus {ſucceeded 
without any Oppoſition in the Empire, He was 
nam d the Boy, to diſtinguiſh him from the othet 
manus his Grandfather. They who had the Car 
this Prince his Education in bis Youth, indulged 
in all the Licentiouſneſs of a luxurious Court, wi 
in the End prov'd very pernicious to the State; 
tho' by Nature he ſeem'd capable of governing 

Prudence and Moderation, yet they who were! 
his Perſon at his Advancement to the Imperial l 
nity, took care ſo to entangle him in his Plea 
to which Cuſtom had too much inclin'd him, 
the Management of Affairs might be left ſolely 
them. Theſe Practices quickly introducd 2 
Diſpoſition in the Court, for Romanus not on) 
call'd ſuch as had been baniſh'd by Conſtantine fort 
many Villanies, but prefecr'd em to Poſts of 
and Honour. This was done at the Inſtigatiol 


real Merit, and for that reaſon diſliłk d and deſpish 
theſe that were, he endeavour d to ſtrengthen bi 
tereſt by the Friendſhip of ſuch as were as unwal 
as himſelf. Whilſt this Man was chus carrying 
Intrigues, the Emperor wallow'd in all m 5 & 
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ucheries, aſſociating bimſelf with none of either 

but ſuch as were able to gratiſie him in his Filthi. 

Theſe Courſes not only ſhorten'd his own Days, 
ad like to have prov'd deſtzuctive in the Iſſue to 

hole Family. He had two Sons, the eldeſt of 

h, nam d Raſilias he order d to be crown dby the 

arch on Eaſter-Day, and imagining he had by 

Act confirm d to his Poſterity what he enjoy d 
(on, he refign'd himſelf up without any further 

to his Debauchexies, committing the ſole Ma- 

meat of Affaits at home to Joſepb, and the Care 
is Forces abroad to the Conduct of Nicepberus 

' whom bis Father in his Life-time had declar'd 

eneral. | | = | 
;cepborus Was a Perſon of extraordinary Merit, ſig- Nicepho- 
'dby his many Services tothe State, and was nom , 
o command in an Expedition againſt the Saracens 2% 7b5 
zte. Thoſe of the Enemy that endeavour d to op- Saracens. 
his Landing were eaſily defeated, after which he 

mp'd himſelf, and ſecur d his Ships in the Harbour. 

Saracens came down. with all the Forces of the 

d againſt him, notwithſtanding which in ſeven 
ths time he took almoſt all their ſtrong Towns 

orts, and had undoubtedly recover'dithe whole 

d, had not Joſepb, who grew jealous of hisSucceſs, 

aded the Emperor to recal him, by fuggeſting to 

that there was a Tradition conſtantly receiv'd, 

be who conquer d Crete, would in Time be Maſter of 

Oman Empire. 5 : | 

bilft Nicephorus was thus prevailing againſt the Sa» 

in Crete, his Brother Leo fought againſt em with 

| Succeſs inthe Eaſt, where they propos d to make 

(cent, on purpoſe to divert the Romans from their 

gus againſt Crete. Leo engag d em at the Head of 

all but reſolute Army, and gave em ſuch an Over- 

, that great Multitudes of them were kill'd upon 

Place, and the reſt ſent Priſoners in great Droves 
mfaninople, where all the Houſes were fll'd-with 

$ Alter this Lea triumph d, as he deſerv d, in the 

Imperial 
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the Subjects of the Empire. The Fight was mat 


dition againſt him, that he arriv'd in Syria, and oſ 


of the Victory, fell into the Conqueror's Hands, 


norant, and therefore juſtly apprehending the 


- General's Return to Conſtantinople. This he migh 


great Intemperance, and his immoderate Uſe of 


Me Romain His, Wa 
Imperial City, where he receiv'd Rewards proj 
onable to his Service done in the Expedition; hy 
Brother Nicephorus, tho he had deſery'd-as'mug 
any Man, yet was he not permitted to come to Ct 
but was order'd to march with all his Forces int 
Eaft, where the Saracen General having recruit 
Army after his late Defeat, was preparing ſor 
Hoſtilities. Nicephorus march'd with ſo much 


him Battel before he had time to do any Miſchid 


with a great deal of Obſtinacy on both Sides, b 
length the Fortune of the Roman: prevail'd, an 
Saracens, after a great Slaughter, were put to a ſu 
ful Flight. The City of Berrbæa, as a Conſeque 


Nicepborus found in it much Wealth, and many 
ners, beſides a multitude of Chriſtian Captives, 
by this means were releas d. | 4 
Nicepboras his Valour and Conduct had rend 
him exceeding grateful to all, eſpecially to The 
nia the Empreſs,” who being diſguſted at the leud 
haviour of Romanus, had entertain'd an extraordil 
ry Eſteem for Niceþhorus. Of this Foſeph was not 


ſequence of ſuch a Diſpoſition in the Emprel, 
endeavour'd, 'by all Arts imaginable, to prevent 


all probability, very eaſily have effected, had 
the Death of Romanus prevented him, who dy( 
the fifteenth Day of March, in the twenty fifth) 
of his Age, and the third of his Reign. Some 
he was poiſon d, and that by the Procurement 
the Empreſs her ſelf; others impute his Death to 


and Women. | 100 

The Death of Romanus introduc'd a new fad 
Affairs in the Court and Empire: The late Empt 
had left behind him two Sons, Baſilius and Comp 


p. Il. LXXXII. Romanus. 
being very young, the Empreſs was declat d Re- 


hile prevented by the Kindneſs of his ſeveral 
ers, who forc'd Employments of the greateſt 
t upon him. At the ſame Time, as an Inſtance 
is great Devotion, he ſhow'd him a Hair Shire; 
h he pretended he wore conſtantly next his Skin. 
b, ſurpriz'd at his Behaviour, and the fight of his 
fell at his Feet, and wich Tears in his Eyes 
d his Pardon, declaring, that for the future he 
d bulieve nothing that ook be urg'd againſt 


ter this Nicephorus, by Joſepb's Advice, was ſent 

freſh Power into the Eaſt, where the Motions of 

Saracens ſeem d to require his Preſence. Nicepbo- 
is Arms were crown'd with his uſual Succeſs, 
h ingratiated him every Day more and more with 

doldiers and the People; but at the ſame Time it 
d the Jealouſies of Faſepb, who began to repent 
he had let him eſcape out of his Hands, and ſe- 
ly confider'd which was the readieſt way to de- 
him. Toſeph was ſo imprudent as to commit the 
ution of his Deſigns to two of the Principal 

manders in the Eaſt, promiſing to make one of 

General in Chief of the Imperial Forces in the 
and the other of thoſe in the Weſt, provided 
would, by ſome means or other, remove MNice- 

out of che way. Theſe Perſons were Men of 
| : great 


umphs at 
onſtan- 


Ide Roman Hiſtory, Vd 
great Intereſt and Authority in the Army, and 
their Advancement, in a great meaſure, to Nis 
his Friendſhip, to whom they deliver d the I; 
they had receiv'd from Foſeph, and advis d hig 
provide for his own Safety, by taking upon hi 
the Imperial Dignity. This he oppos d at firſt 
a ſeeming Bravery, but having receiv'd great 
couragement from the Empreſs, with whom hy 
tertain d a conſtant Correſpondence, he ſuffer 
Towns of the Eaſt to ſalute him Emperor, and 
par d with great Diligence to make good his Tit 
cepborus was not more belov'd* and eſteem 
the People for his Valour and Affability, than 
was contemn'd by em for his Pride and Arrog 
fo that the Citizens of Conffontinople receiv'd the 
of theſe Proceedings in the Eaſt wich the greatell 
monſtrations of Joy imaginable, 7oſeph's Houle, 
all thoſe of his Party, were levell'd with the Gn 
by the tumultuous Rabble, and the Streets rebox 
with joyful Acclamations to Nicephorus Callinicus 
tbe Brave Emperor, Bardas, the Father of Mi 
upon the firſt Report of his Son's Promotion, 
taken Sanctuary in the great Church; but ul 
he obſerv'd that the People, with a general 
currence, declard in his Favour, he came out, 
in the Emperor's Pinnace, which was follow'd by 
reſt of the Fleet, he fail'd down to Chryſopolis, vl 
the Army had by this time conducted their 
Prince, From Chryſopo/is he was brought up to 

| Hebdomus, where he was met by the People, 
mas accompany'd him with much Solemnity into 
rus crown 2 , 
Emperor at City, where he was crown'd on the fixteent 
Foote Auguf, by the Hands of Polyeutius the Patriarch 

_ Finople. Nicephorus, being thus acknowleg'd and ct 
A. D. Emperor, baniſh'd Foſeph into Paphlagonia, 
963. ended his Life two Years after in a Monaſtery 
das, the Emperor's Father, was declar'd Caſa, 
Nicephorus, thinking he might now with great dl 

throw off the Mask, marry'd the Empreſs Thapt 


- ©. - — — — 
a 2k. — n — —— © * — . . 
— = — — c == . ; - - 
* 2 — __ — — — — — 2 = . — * 
2 5 I - 
N N — — * £4 * * — Ka 4 - — — 
8 - . = Sh 
| — : = T = 
— — — — 
— - E l 2 
— — 9 — — , 
— — — — — — — — — — 
I _ —_ + — - : = — — — — - — _— — — — 
3 SS” —. —— _—— — — — 9 5 — — — 
* * — — 
——— — 2 - ” 
- 
. 
” 


— Y hs — = 
* 
2 - — 
- 
S — — & 2 — 
— — — — - 
— — — — — - 
ah +: — * a : 
- 
— 
93 
— * — REY 
— — — — * 2 


— 


— — mm — 


F 7 ITY -— - . a 
— - Jn Y 
- mtr 2 * 7 _-_ 4 - - 
n — 
D S ůͤĩ — -- a= 
—_— — _ —ͤc:᷑ 


p. Il. LXXXII. Nicephorns Phocas. 91 
hich he was at firſt oppos d by the Patriarch, ſor 
be had been marry d before, and becauſe it was 
cred that he once ſtood God-facher to one of Thee- 
5 Children, which ſhe had by her former Huſ- 
, and that Spiritual Alliance in thoſe Days was 
ght a juſt Matrimonial Impediment. Polheuctun 
eeded ſo. far as to Excommunicate the Emperor, 
when in a Synod ſummon'd- at Conſtantinople the 
ter was examin'd;. the Patriarch concurt d with | 
reſt of the Biſhops, and reſtor'd him to the 
cch, tho' the Emperor never forgave him the 
ont as long as he livd. The, Seracens that in- 
red Sicily had, eren fince the, Reign of | Beſilus 
eds, exacted a Tribute from the Weſtern Pro- 
es of the Empire, which they had been fore d to 
either through the Ignorance, or Knavery of 
e who had been ſent to Command in thoſe 
s. The Payment of this Tribute Nicephorns 
ght highly detrimental to the Honour and Re- 
tion of the Empire, and for that Reaſon he un- 
ook a War againſt them. | 
ccordingly having rais'd a very powerful Army 7; Ro- 
ommitted it to the Conduct of Manuel, his Un- mans d 
os baſe Son. Manuel was a young hot-headed fe, by” 
ician, ſo fond of his own Notions, that he was *** Samm- 
to the wholeſome Advice of thoſe to whoſe Sicily. 
Incils he ought. to have. inclin'd, and by that 
ns loſt both himſelf and his Army; for the Sere- 
having drawn him into the moſt craggy and 
aſſable Parts of .Sicily, with great eaſe. cut him 
The Senſe of this Diſgrace was, in a great-mea» 
alleviated by Jobs Zimiſces his Succels in Cilicia, 
te having defeated a great Number of the Saracens, 
t ive thouſand of em quitted their Horles, and 
d an advantageous Hill, where they reſolv'd to 
nd themſelves to the laſt, depending much upon 
Situation of the Place, which they judg d inac- 
ible. Zimiſces, obſerving their Reſolution, jadg d 
oper to follow em their own way, ſo that quit- 


— 7 The Roman Hiftory. Va 
nag lis 150 he 'march'd himſelf at the Head 
Foot, and with an irreſiſtible Courage fell'q 
them. The Saracens receiv'd him with an obfli 
Bravery, and fought with ſo much Reſolution, 
not ai of em turn'd his Back, but they wen 
llain upon the Spot, and ſuch Streams of Blood if 
ſrom their Bodies; and roll'd down into the" 
that the Hill, Where the Action was perform 

1 from that time forward call'd the Bloody Hill. 
wy The Year following, being rhe ſecond of bis Rt | 
on J. Nieephirns ſent an Army againſt the Saracens in 
which he recover from em, and reannext it i 
peaition, Dominions of che Empire. In the Monch of 
the ſame Year, taking his Wife and Children 
him, he march'd himſelf into Giliciz at the Hes 
K gällant Army, confiſting partly of his on Suh 
and pattly of his Aſſociates. There he took f 
of their kren gelt. Ciries from the Saracent, bel 
ſeveral Caſtles; and having lefe a ſtrong Gi 
ſecure his Conqueſts, he winter d with the rel 
his Army in Cappadoci a. Tarſus and NMopſueſtis 
Plaees too conſiderable to be attempred at that i 
of the Year, whetv the Seaſon was ſo far advan 
and therefore returning in the 8 ng he din 
his” Forces into t WO Parts, and gave his. Brother 
Orders to fall upon Tarſas with one, whilſt he 
the other in Perſon againſt Mopſueſtia. The lat 
tants of Moyſueſtis defended themſelves for a d 
derable time, till being weaken'd, as well by 
mine as the Sword; the City was taken, and thei 
forward among the Defendants put to Death. 
Fate of Mopſueſtia very much diſhearten d the Be 
in Turſus, ſo that they ſurrender'd the City three! 
before à Fleet from Exypr arriv'd to their Affi 
The Soldiers on Board the Ficet atteniped ws 
but meeting with a Repulſe they prepar'd to f 
The Sat- home, when a Storm overtook em, nich de 
cen Heet łᷣ great Number of their Ships, and moſt of tht 


defiroy'd. fel into the Hands of the Romans. © 1 7 1976 
Alis | 
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ip. Il. LXXXIII. Nicephotus Phocas. 


con- 


frer this he Invaded Syria, where: having 
ing all che Towns and Forts that had the Cou- 
to reſiſt, him, and made em Tributary to the 
ire, he march'd forward and ſat down before 
cb. The Town: was well ſupply'd- with à nu- 
ous Garriſon, | and great plenty of : Proviſion, 
reas the Emperor's Army began to ſtand in need 


ne any Neceffaries, ſo that · Winter drawing on he 
io ght it beſt to raiſe his Siege, and return to Con- 
-le. Some affirm he might eaſily have taken 
iy, but declin d it by teaſon of a Prophecy, 


declar'd that whatever: E took that City be 


gad left behind to ſecure his Conqueſts in thoſe 
, and who lay with a Body of his Forces near 
Place, watching an Opportunity, ſurpriz d the 
in the Emperor's Abſence; and thereby did the 
ire a conſiderable piece of Service; Nicepborus, 
ad of rewarding him as he deſery d, turn d him 
of his Employment, and forbad him the Court, 
h provok'd. Burrzas to join himſelf with Zimiſces, 
in the end depriv d Nicephorus both of Empire 
Life. Had Nicephoras: behav'd himſelf Wich as 
Prudence; and Moderation at home, as he 
ht with Valour and Succeſs abroad, his Reign 
t have been long and glorious; but he is a 
g Inſtance to us of the Unhappineſs of that 
ce that does not endeavour to reign in the Hearts 
s People. The Dominions of the Empire were 
much enlarg'd during his Reign, but his Subjeds 
d no other Benefit from his Conqueſts than to 
ppreſs d with a heavier Hand. He indulg'd the 


Senators, the Biſhops, the Patriarch himſelf met 
the ſame Treatment from him, being no better 
$d to chem than to the meaneſt of the People. 
opp d ſuch Penſions as the Senators us d t0 re- 

Ceive 


d not be long liv d after it. Tis certain that when Antioch 


24, the Lieutenant- General, whom the Empe- — 
rom 


Saracens. | 


ers in all manner of Licentiouſneſs, and at the Nicepho- 
time us d the Citizens with the utmoſt Severity. us h Ma- 


nagement 
at home. 


96 


of ſuch Exhibitions as had been aflign'd by f 


deceas d. Under a Pretence of the efcraiida 


ments to himſelf to be made in the greater Sott 


People confirm'd the implacable Hatted t 
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ceive out of the Treaſury, and forbad the pu 


deceſſors towards the Maintenance of Ch 
Monaſteries, and to other Pious Uſes; and m 
Law, whereby it was prohibited to give any 
Lands to the Church. At the ſame time het 
leng d to himſelf the Right of Preſentation to 
Biſhopricks ; and having, with a thrifty Hand 
fray'd the Expence of a Funeral, he ſent his Of 
ro ſeize on the reſt of the Revenue belonging 


Sums that were requir d ro carry on his Wan, 
laid new Impoſitions upon his Subjects; ſo 
Parts of his Dominions ſwarm'd with Collecton 
Informers, who often ſeiz'd on all, and ruin'd W 
Families at once: And chat nothing: might be 4 
ing to incenſe the Multitude againſt him, e d 
the Coin, cauſing ſome of leſs Value to be made 
what at that time was current, and exaRed al 


all Iſſues out of che Treaſury to be mide in the 
and inhanc d the Price of his own Coins Aborte 
of his Predeceſſors, tho they were the ſanje1 
their Intrinſick Value; all which Practices 
extreamly prejudicial to Trade, and conſequt 
rais'd the Price of all Commodities. Whilſt thel 
ple were thus inrag'd againſt him, he began, 
great Expence, to fortiſie the Imperial Palace, pul 
down ſeveral beautiful Buildings, belonging t0 
vate Perſons that ſtood adjoining to it, to! 
room for a Cittadel erected for its Security, in V 
he built Granaries and -Store-houſes ſupply d 
all manner of Proviſions. Shortly after a grid 
Famine aroſe, occaſion d by the ſcorching 
that had blaſted the Corn. His Behaviour on 
ceiv'd againſt him; for having his own Mage 
during that Scarcity, ſufficiently ſtor' d, he ſold V 
to the People at more than a double Price; 


ö. Il. LXXXIII. Nicephorus Phocas. 


d Man came to the Emperor, whilſt he was 
ring his Soldiers, and deſir d to be enroll'd 
og em; and When Nic demanded, y be, 
was ſo aged, and conſequently infirm, ſhould deſire to 
go the Fatigues of Hur? The Man reply'd, He 
himſelf ſtronger mow than he bad been in his Wutb, 
„ as able to carry as much Cornnow upon bis Back, 
hen us d to load - £0 Aſſes. IN 1 Un, 
he general Temper of the People, and their vow'd 
ſion towards him, encourag'd Zimiſces and ſeveral 
ts to conſpire againſt him. Zimiſces had render d 
ſeveral important Services, and fo had Rurtzes 
atrician, notwithſtanding: which they had both 
 diſmiſs'd with Diſgrace; and 1 2 the Em- 
, tho' ſhe had formerly labour'd fo earneſtly for 
\dvancement, was now engag'd with thoſe that 

phe his Deſtruction. Several Reaſons ate uſſign'd 
his Change in her, ſome alledging that ſhe ap- 
ended bis Deſign was to Geld her Sons Bafilins 
(onſtantine, and declare his Brother Leo his Suc- 
or; others affirm, that he was too Chaſte a Bed- 
for a Woman of her Conſtitution, being wont 
leep on the Ground, to which he had been ac- 
m'd from his Youth. The Deſcription of his 
on, which we meet with in Baronius and others, 
5 to confirm this Suggeſtion, and makes tis won- 
nor ſo much how ſhe came to loath him now, 
r what Reaſon ſhe could love him at fitſt; un- 
t be that ſome Women are often touch'd with 


is 


elicate a Taſte to be long affected with it. Some 
hat ten Days before his Death a Writing was left 
Chamber, in which he was advis'd to provide 
is own Safety, and take Care of Zimiſcer; and 
be, imagining the Paper contain'd ſome Petition, 
lye on his Table without opening it. Others 


ing hard upon him he took no Warning from it; 
be is ſaid to have ſent Orders to his Brother Leo, 


H the 


that he did open and read it, but that his Fate 
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Ad Ann. 
968. 


Reputation of Valour and Bravery, but are of 


Nicepho- 
rus ſlain. 


ſtantinople, tho Nicephorus had poſitively forbidd 


in a Basket into the Palace, where: they found 
unhappy. Emperor afleep in a Bear-skin'"upon 


deavouring to riſe, Leo Abalantius gave him a 


De Roman Hiſtory." V 
the Night before he was killd, to come fly 
arm'd to his Defence; and that Leo being en 
at Cheſs, a Game he greatly delighted in, whiz 
Letter was brought, he deferr'd opening it til 
too late. Zimiſſes had been confin d to hi 
Houſe in the Country, by expreſs Order fron 
Emperor, yet the Empreſs procur'd his Enlarge 
and not only got him to be convey'd ſecretly u 


but had him and his Accomplices drawn up by 


Ground, as his Cuſtom was, and in no mannes 
par'd for ſuch an Encounter. Zimiſces firſt | 
him with his Foot to awaken him, and as he ws 


Wound on his Head, whilſt he ſaid no more 
Lord hawe Mercy upon me, the Mother of God be 
The Guards by this time had receiv'd the Alarm 
were preparing with all Diligence to relieve is 


which, when the Conſpirators obſerv'd, they th 


his Head, and ſhow'd it the Soldiers out at the. 


dow ; who obſerving the Buſineſs was already n 


and therefore not to be prevented, rerif'd ſome 


Ais Cha. 
racer. 


appeas d, expecting what farther Deſigns the MF; i 
ſpirators had in vie vp. „ n ade 
This was the unhappy End of Nicephorus theWh: 
peror, who being from his Youth inur'd co the Wha: 
examin'd the Meaſure of Good and Evibby that! 
dard. In the beginning of his Reign he was lun; 
ful in moſt, or all his Attempts againſt the int. 


but Baronius obſerves, that when once he ind 


with .a Sacrilegious Hand what belong'd pr 
Church, he not only loſt the Eſteem and Allen 
of all good Men, but God himſelf, from a Protur. 
became a. ſevere Avenger, and ſuffer'd him ta! 
by the Hands of Traitors. Undoubtedly he “ 
better how to Command in War than Rule in Mi 
for he recover d Antioch, Cilicia, and rhe: greateh 


ap. Il. LXXXIV. John Zimiſces. 

% Minor from the Dominion of the Saratens ; 
is Ignorance in Affairs of State, and abomina- 
ovetouſneſs, defac'd the Honour he had acquir'd 
:ms, and procut'd his Ruin. He was murder'd 
e ſeventh Year of his Reign, the thirty 'fourth 
% the Great, and the fifth of Fob the Thir- 
h Pope of Rome, and the fifty eighth of his Age, 


nd he remov'd ſuch as he thought had been Fa- 
rs to Nicephorus from all Employments in the 
and the Army z ahd having confin'd Lis, Nice- 
his Brother, to the Iſle of Lesbos, he recalłd 
oſe his Predeceſſor had banifh'd, eſpecĩally ſuch 
Eccleſiaſticks as had been driven away for op- 
p him in Matters relating to the Church. Ha- 
as he thought, by theſe means clear d his Way 


the Hands of the Patriarch in the Great Church; 
vets, with an unexpected Severity oppos d his 
nce into that Place, which was not to be pro- 
d with the Preſence of one who had embru'd his 


* 


her this Matter had been concerted privately be- 


mpreſs Ibeopbania, or that Zimiſces was unwilling, 
t Conjuncture, to conrend with the Church. he 
d the Reprehenfion with a great Submiſſive- 


a might be enjoin'd him, and alledg'd, at the 
orTime, in his own Defence, that he was not 
ally guilty of the late Emperor's Death, but 
! lhalant ius murder'd him by Command of the 
eis. Hereupon the Patriarch requit'd that ſhe 
tel | H 2 and 


is Coronation, he went to receive tlie Crown 


in the Blobd'bf his Soveraign, for which 5 
n was to be made before he could be admH,ñ. 


\ * 
. 


and between Zimiſces and the Patriarch, 'orf © 
ſe to obtain a plauſible Pretence for removing 


promiſing a Performance of any Thing that in 
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969. 2 | ur ; ; 
«phorus being thiirder'd, Jobunnes Zimiſces ſeizd 4. D. 
e Empire, aſſuming Baſilius and Conſtantine for 969. | 
ollegues. Before he would permit himſelf to be Zimiſces, 


Fore Anti- 


The Roman Fiſtory. Vd 
and the Murderers might be banijh'd, and the 
made. by Nicephoras, relating to the Church, 5 
be cancell'd, to all which Zimiſets readily cam 
Theophanis was ſhut up cloſe in a Mpnaſtery in the 
vince of Armenia, being juſtly excluded from 
World, and the ſenſual. Enzoyments of it, toy 
7imiſces The had been too much addicted. Zimiſces, a 
crown'd 'ſame Time, promis d to aſſign all his own privy 
Euperar. ftate to the uſe of the Poor, whereupon Pohas 
mitted him into the Church, where he was Cri 
Ic is often obſervable, that Revolutions at! 

give Birth zo new Commotions abroad, which 
ces found true at the. Beginning of his Reign 
the Cities his Predeceſſor had taken from the &. 
in the Eaſt were grown ripe for a Revolt; to f 
which, and recover their Reputation, all the N 

of that Religion engag d themſelves in a ſtriq l 

and Alliance, and having collected prodigious , 
together, the Command of the whole Army v 
general Conſent, given to the Carrhaginians 1 
moſt capable, and beſt experienc d in War bot 
Sea and Land. This. Command the Cart 
transferr d upon Zechares, whom they declardQ 

ralifimo. Having. muſter'd their 2 they 
een before Antioch, which they beſieg d ve 
hoping to be Maſters of it before they bal. 
1 receive any Relief from the Emperor; MA 
Garriſon, being aſſiſted by the Inhabitants, peri 
their Duty ſo well, that Nicholas an Eunuch, 
was declar'd General by the Emperor, fell upd 
with all the Forces he could raiſe in Meſopotam 
the neighbouring Provinces gave em Battel, | 
'em to raile the Siege, and return in a dilc 
manner home, and by that means confirmdt 
pical Cities of thole Parts in their Obedience. 
Whilſt the Emperor's Arms proſper'd with ſo 

Succels in the Eaſt, the Territories of the 
were threaten'd by the Incurſions of the Ruf 


: 


The Sara. 
cens de- 
feated be-. 


och. 
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orer-run all Bulgaria, into which they had for- 
y been invited by Nicepharas Phocas, upon a Quar- 
between him and Peter, Prince of Bulgaria. Ni- 
w had engag d em to plunder, but not poſſeſs 
ountry ; but they finding it much more plea- 


, Calocyras, à Roman Fugitive, was then in 
Camp, and oblig'd himſelf co reſign Bulgaria 
o em, provided he might be made Emperor by 
Aſſiſtance. The Ruſi, who had been inform'd 
e late Revolutions at Conſtantinople, thought it 
ery difficult matter to effect what Calocyrus had 
ſo much Confidence propos d, fo that challen- 
Bulgaria for their own, as having acquir'd it by 
ae of their Swords, and being in Poſſeſſion of 
ey inſolently rejected the Ambaſſadors Zimiſces 
ent with Offers to confirm whatever had been 


their Pretenfions they united to em as many of 
onquer'd Bulgarians as they thought they might 
Wy tcuft, and being join'd by a Body of the Hun- 
1, they muſter'd an Army of three hundred and 
t thouſand Men, with which having pals'd the 
"os, they waſted all Thrace, and ſat down befors 
anople. . . 


imiſces, provok'd at their Inſolence to his Atms 


cher to march Weſtward under the Conduct of 
4 Sclerus, or the Hardy, his Wife's Brother, re- 
W's, when the Spring came on, to be in Perſon 
WW: Head of his Army. Bardas perceiving he ſhould 
todo with Numbers fo far ſuperior to his, for 
as not able to Muſter above twelve or thirteen 
land Men, thought it beſt to contend with em 
tratagems, and therefore ſuffer'd 'em ta ravage 
e, whilſt he ſhut himſelf up in Adriane before 
could approach it. The Barbarians endeavour d 
U Methods imaginable, to provoke him to Fight, 

H 3 and 


and fertile than their on, reſolvd, contrary to 
Articles with Nicephorat, to ſettle themſelyes 


luded betwixt them and Nicephoruss To make 


docs, had order'd all the Forces could be dran 
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A great 
Vifory ob- 
tain'd by 
the Ro» 


mans- 


Order drawn a great Body of the preſumptuoy 


this extraordinary Succeſs againſt the Enemies of 


Cory. For Bardas Phocas, the late 


the Empire, who had not concurr'd in the lah 


' 
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and he with equal Care, and much ſeeming] 
dence, declin'd it. This Behaviour in the Renn 
neral created a Contempt and Negligence in th 
nem, who, being ſecure of their Prey, obſen 
Diicipline, but grew negligent in their Watch 
regardleſs of Orders. 444.64. vil 

The Eyent anſwer'd Bardas Sclerus his Exp 
ons; for John, a Patrician, having by the Gen 


nemy into an Ambuſcade, they purſu'd him wit 
undiſciplin'd Fury as he fled deſignedly from 
till they fell unadviſedly upon a ſtronger Party 
ed there for that purpoſe, and commanded by l 
himſelf, who cut every Man of tht Barbari 
pieces. After this he fell with a Courage quic 
with his late Succeſs upon the reſt, who fought 
ſome time like Men animated with Deſpair, b 
the End receiv'd an abſolute Defeat, which 
chiefly to be aſcrib'd to the Valour of Bardasthe 
neral, and his Brother Conſtantine. Had not N 
befriended em, none of the Enemy had el, 
great Multitudes were taken Priſoners, and fe 
mong em were obſerv d to be unwounded, tho 
Writers affirm the Romans loft not above five 
twenty Men in both Engagements. 

The Emperor was io fir from being puff d up 


mpire, that it rather :2ade him more humble 
mercifpl, as he made ic appear ſhortly after thi 
| Emperor 
phew, who had been baniſh'd into Amaſia, hi 
receiv'd ſome Encouragement from his Friend 
Acquaintange 4c Conſtantinople, withdrew on a lu 
out of Amy/ia, and ſeiz d on Cæſarea in C 
where being join'd by ſeveral conſiderable: Me 


volution, and who had brought a ſtrong Bod 
Forces along wich them, he aſſum'd the Imperid 
naments, and declar d himſclf Emperor. At 
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ge Time Leo, the Father of Phocas, who had been 
find to the Iſle of Leskes, having ſeduc'd ſeveral 
large Gifts, and larger Promiſes, in which the Bi- 
p of Abydos did him ſignal Service, prepar'd to 
from thence with his Son Nicepborus, and appear 
the Head of his Party in Thrace. But ſome of 
Emperor's Officers having: apprehended the Bi- 
p, he was examin'd, and diſcover'd the whole De- 
, whereupon Leo and Nicepborus were condemn'd 
Death, which Sentence the merciful Emperor mi- 
ited to the loſing of their Eyes; and, as if that 
ihment was too ſevere and cruel for his Capital 
mies, ſome add further, that the Executioners, 
his Order, made ſhow only of blinding em, and 
e out that they ſpar'd their Sight not in Obedi- 
2 to any Commands they had receiv'd from the 
peror, but out of meer Pity to thoſe unfortunate 
nces. And yet thoſe very Men ſhortly after rais'd 
ther Rebellion, whilſt che Emperor was buſied 
bis Wars with the Ruſians, for which that very 
ihment was deſervedly inflicted upon em. In 
mean Time Bardas the General was, by an Or- 
from the Emperor, who had charg'd him to ſhed 
more Blood than was neceſſary, marching againſt 
cas, and was. got as far as Dorylaus, the Capital 
W171, where he endeavour'd firſt by fair Offers, 
* 08 an Aſſurance of Mercy from Zimiſces, to re- 
e Phocas and his Accomplices ; but when he found 
y perſiſted obſtinately in their Rebellion, he left 
laus, and proceeded on to Cæſarea. Here thoſe 
had chiefly promoted Phocas in his Uſurpation, 
| nad appear'd the moſt forward to ſupport him, 
W'idering what fair Promiſes they had receiv'd from 
ar, and how deſperate their Condition would be 
uld they miſcarry, privately agreed among them- 
es, and withdrew with all their Forces from Pho- 
who by.that means had no other Attendance left 
| than of his own Servants, ſo that he was forc'd to 
and ſhut himſelf up in a ſtrong Caſtle call'd Cyro- 


H 4 pæum, 


15 
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pæum, which at firſt he reſolv'd to defend to the 
Extremity ; but when Bardas came up, and by re 
ed Meſſages urg d him to à Surrender, promiſing Wl t- 
all imaginable Kindneſs on his part, and undem 
to obtain his Pardon from the Emperor, he genere 

and i ſu?* threw himſelf into his Protection, and was cone 

pra. to the Iſland Cbios, where he enter d into Ot 
for the Emperor being willing to make good will 
Bardas had promis d, thought fit to proceed no! 
ther againſt him, tho' we ſhall find him recall 
the following Reign to command an Army api 
this Bardas, who had now ſuppreſs'd him. 
Theſe eminent Services to the Empire, contriby 
much to the Reputation of Sclerus, who was ſentl 
to Conſtantinople, where Zimiſces was marry'd ſhat 
after in great Solemnity to Theodora, the Siſter oft 
late Emperor Romeanus, according to ſome, tho c 
atficm ſhe was his Daughter by Theophania the 
preſs, and conſequently'the Siſter of Baſilius and 
fantine, the Collegues of this preſent Emperor. 
"4. D. The late Defeat of the Ruſſians had nor fo m 
weaken d and diſcourag'd em, but they prepard 

Th: Ruſſi- give the Emperor new Troubles; whereupon Zi 

an War cesreſolv'd to march in Perſon againſt em, and 

break; eu poſſible, totally to ſubdue em. Accordingly he 

Sn. deavour'd by his obliging Carriage, and genen 

Preſents, to win the Hearts of his Army, which 
{upply'd with the moſt prudent and valiant Offi 
who had Orders to Exerciſe their Soldiers en 
Day, and eſtabliſh a good Diſcipline among tte 
At the ſame Time he took Care to lay in great St 
of Ammunition and Proviſion; and when he it 
with great Application, ſufficiently provided for 
| Land Forces, he rigg'd out a ſtrong Fleet, wi 

i! prov'd very ſerviceable to him in the Courſe of 

I Expedition. Before he ſer forward he commil 

[| the Adminiſtration of Affairs at home to che Hil 

li of thoſe in whom he thought he had the greg 

reaſon to conſide; and having finiſh'd his De 
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in which he appear'd moſt exemplary, he be- Zimiſces 


el 
me 


] 


his March in the beginning of the Spring at 
Head of an Army, remarkable as well for the 
rage and Chearfulneſs of the Soldiers, as the 
e and Experience of their Commanders. At a 
e call d Radeſtus he was met 5 two Perſons, 
pretending themſelves to be Ambaſſadors, made 
Complaints of the great Injuries offer'd the 
ion of the Secythians., Zimiſces, who knew they 
e ſent as Spies from the Enemy, made em take 
iew of all his Forces, and then order'd em to re- 
with a Report of what they had obſerv'dco their 
ters, after which, without any other Anſwer, 
liſmiſs' d em. When this was done he drew 
five thouſand Foot and four thouſand Horſe, 
which he himſelf march'd with great Expedi- 
over the Mountain Hæmus, and laid Siege to 
blaba, the Principal City of Bulgaria, ordering 
reſt of his Forces to follow after, under the Con- 
of Baſilius the Preſident. Calocyrus, of whom 
tion has already been made, was then in the Ci- 
where the Inhabitants were ſeiz d with the great- 
onſternation, fo that the Fugitive ſecretly with- 
into the Ryſſan Camp, which he fill'd with al- 
an equal Aſtoniſhment. Hereupon the Gene- 
of the Ruſſians * in the beſt manner he 
d, encourag d his deſponding Soldiers, encamp d 
er the City, hoping by his Preſence to ani- 
the Defendants. But as a Party of his Troops, 
ſting of eight thouſand Men, were detatch'd 
the reſt of the Army, either to be exercis'd 
the City Walls, or ſhow themſelves to their 
nds within, who were prepar'd to receive them; 
i/ces fell with great Reſolution upon em, and ha- 
intercepted their Retreat to their Camp, he ei- 
kill'd or took moſt of em; among the latter was 
Hagel, a Man in Authority next to their General. 

eng imi/ces his Soldiers were extreamly animated by 
Action, which ſeem'd to give em an Earneſt of 
—_ | their 


tien. 


' 


His Succeſs. . 


their fature Succeſs, ſothat they fell immediately 
off by the Approach of the Night, than  repuls( 


ſeiz d on the Caſtle, from whence they did g 


been over, when once he got in Poſſeſſion of the 


upbraid em of Cowardice; the Senſe which wrol 


- 


great Bravery upon the City, and were rather 


the Courage of the Beſieg d. The next Mog 
B ſilias appear'd with the reſt of the Army upon 
Top of an Hill, no leſs to the Joy of the Em 
than the Terror of the Inhabitants, who not 
ſtanding refus'd to furrender, tho”, the better to 
duce em to it, they had receiv'd very advantag 
Conditions from the Emperor ; and he, being pron 
at their Obſtinacy, gave Orders for a genen 
tack. Tho'the Enemy's Reſolution appear'd asg 
as their Obſtinacy had done before, yet the Va 
of the Romans at length prevail'd, and all Pan 
the City, which was taken by Storm, were filld 
Slaughter. Whilſt ſome of the Romans were bul 
in Scaling the. Walls, and open'd the Gates to 
Fellows, eight thouſand Scytbians, part of the G 
ſon that had been left for the Defence of the B 


Miſchief upon the Imperialiſts, before they were 
ſenſible by whom, or from what Part they 
aſſaulted. Zimiſces, who thought the Buſinels 


found the greateſt Danger remain'd ſtill behind; 
obſerving his Men declin'd the Aſſault, not fo n 
from an Apprehenſion of their Enemy's Courage 
the Situation of the Place, which they judg'd imp 
nable, advanc'd in Perion at the Head of 'em 
Sword in Hand, and ſeem'd, by his own Courag 


ſo effectually upon 'em, that they all ſtrove who ſh 
firſt thruſt himſelt betwixt their Prince and the l 
ger that threaten'd him, and ſo, after a te 
Slaughter on both Sides, they became Maſters d 
Caſtle. Thoſe of the Scythians that were not kill 
the Aſſault, were either driven down the Rocks 
Precipices, or intercepted by the Fire, which pre! 
on every ſide, ſo that very few or none of em 1 


— 


J. „ w, join zi: 


us was Zimiſces become Maſter of the City and 
ile in the Space of two Days; all choſe that were 
1nd upon their Arms were kill'd, and the Women 
Children, together with ſuch as yielded themſelves 
er the firſt Fury was over, were made Priſoners ; 
,ong whom was  Boriſes, King of the Bulgarians, 
jo being conducted to the Emperor in his Royal 
des, was receiv'd by him as a King, and after a 
gnificent Entertainment releas d with his Wife and 
idren, and all the Balgarians, Zimiſces declaring, 
had an Enmity to none but the Rafi. The City, 
om the Heat of the Soldiers had almoſt deſtroy'd, 
5 repair'd at the Emperor's Charge, and call'd after 
own Name, Foannopolis. Here he kept his Eaſter, 
d having left à ſufficient Garriſon in it, and fur- 
d it with all manner of Proviſions, he march'd 
m thence towards Doroſtorum, or Diſtra, ſeared on 


d 
80 


er, and one of the chief Towns the Ruſſians had 
p chis Country, which their General was very ſoli- 
d of$0us to preſerve. He encampd with his numerous 


my, conſiſting in all of 330000 Men, within 
elve Miles of that City, where it was unanimouſly 
olvd to wait the Emperor's coming, and give 

Battel; having ficſt put three hundred Bul- 
ans to Death, of whom they had entertain'd ſome 
ſpicion. The Ruſſians did not ſo much exceed the 
mans in Numbers, as the Romans, encouragd by 
ir late Victories, ſurpaſs'd them in Courage, upon 
ich Account the Succeſs continu'd doubtful for a 
g time on both ſides. Fortune ſeem'd no leſs than 
elve times to ſhift Parties; but, as Night approach'd, 
Left Wing of the Ruſſians began to give Ground; 
d before the Enemy had leiſure to recruit it the 
peror led on a reſerv d Party with ſo much Reſolu- 
dn, that his Soldiers, receiving new Life from his 
ample, bore on with an invincible Courage upon 
e Barbarians, and carry'd the Day. The Ruſſians 
d with their broken Troops to Diſtra, nor ſo much 
the Defence of the City, as their on Security F 

an 
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and thither the Emperor, after he had returned N 
lick Thanks for the. Victory, follow'd em, and 
cloſe Siege to the Place, but made no Attempt ij 
it till the Arrival of his Fleet, which prevented 
Defendants eſcaping by the River. - 4 4 

This Siege ptov'd as remarkable as any that! 
produc'd, not ſo much for the Length of it, 2 
Reſoluteneſs of the Beſieg'd, the Valour of the 
failants, and the Conſequences of it; for it bro 
both Armies to 4 general Battel, and that intro 
a Treaty, which ended in a Truce or Peace bet 
both Nations. The Ruſſians had hitherto forborni 
uſe of Horſes, but now, contrary to -their for 
Cuſtom, they mounted ſeveral Companies, andfi 
out briskly at two ſeveral Gates towards the Even 
when the Romans were diſpers'd at Supper, little 
par'd for the Company of ſuch Gueſts, ſo that 
two Quarters, where the Onſet was made, wen 
firſt ſeiz d with a general Conſternation; but havi 
by degrees, taken to their Arms, a'ſharp Eng 
ment happen'd, in which at length the Roman! 
the Advantage, and forc'd the Enemy back, wi 

reat Slaughter into the City, which was ird: 
— Cries and Howlings for the Loſs they 
ſuſtain'd, by which the Garciſon was extrea! 
weaken'd, ſo that the General was forc'd to ſend 
all his Countrymen which were poſted in the 
jacent Towns and Forts, having ſome time bel 
committed to Cuſtody twenty thouſand Bulgarian 
fear they ſhould revolt, or raiſe a Mutiny in the 
tiſon. Zimiſces, obſerving the Reſolution with wil 
the General behav'd himſelf, and dreading the ! 
tigues of a long Siege, drew his Army out into 
adjoining Plain, and offer'd him Battel, which he. 
fus'd, reſolving to maintain himſelf to the laſt Ext 
mity within the Walls. Notwithſtanding which, 
ing ſtrengthen'd wich freſh Supplies, they iffud! 
one Night at all their Gates at once, and made ag 
SMy upon the Beſiegers at a time when they little 
pe 
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ned em. At firſt, the Romans being unprepar'd to 
-ive em, they had the Adyantage ; but Phs ellus, 
o had been exchang d, and now commanded em, 
vg Slain, they grew diſhearten d, and fought with 
Alactity ; - however they kept the Field all that 
ht, and till Noon the Day following, when per- 
ring a Party was got between them and the Town, 
began to ſhift every one for himſelf, and being 
ercepted by the Romans in their Way back, they. 
Wolcd in ſmall Parties through the Country, where 
i of them were ſlain. This Loſs oblig'd Sphendofb- 
their General more ſtrongly to fortiſie the Place, 
that he drew a Trench about the Walls, and with 
eral Works ſecur'd it. Finding his Proviſions be- 
to fall ſhort, and that all Parts towards the Land 
re block d up, he took the e of a dark 
ny Night, and paſs'd with two thouland Men in 
ats down the River, and got Corn and other Ne- 
aries for the Garriſon without being obſery'd or 
ruſted by the Beſiegers, till at his Return he kill'd 
y of thoſe that had been ſent out to Forage, and 
t out of Danger before the reſt could eſcape with 
News of their Defeat to the Emperor; who, being 
ply incens'd at it, threaten'd the Commanders of 
Fleet with Death, if they ſuffer'd the like for the 
ure; and being unwilling to ſpend any more time 
fruitleſs Hoſtilities, he ſecur'd all the Avenues 
ding to the Town, and reſolv'd to ſtarve em out 
it. The Beſieg' d, beginning once more to be 
vghten'd in their Proviſions, re ſolv'd to make a 
eeral Sally upon the Enemy, under the Conduct 
Wy /crmor, who was the ſecond in Reputation among , 
The Diſpute for ſome time was very obſtinace $,. 4 
both ſides, till Anemas, the Son of the Ameras, or 
liph of Crete, who had been entertain'd in the Em- 
tor's Guards, ſingl'd out Jernor, and after a ſhort 
dmbat ſlew him, at which the Beſieg'd retir'd back 
great Confuſion, and ſuffer d more from the = 
aineſs of the Ways, whereby they trampl'd one 9 
| upon | 
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upon another, than the Swords of the Purſuets 5 
deftblabus himſelf got with much difficulty into 


Town, where he at laſt began to conſider in what 
melancholy Condition his Affairs ſtood. His Coy 
try men, that were either able or willing to fen 
him, were at too great diſtance, and the neighbour 
Nations were aw'd'by the Emperor, who was topy 
erful for em both by Sea and Land. The Behey 
labour'd under the greateſt Difficulties, their Nui 
bers were confiderably;diminiſh'd,' and the want of 
things neceſſary for their Subſiſtance grew en 
Day more and more upon em, whilſt the Empett 
on the other ſide, receiv'd continual Supplies 

Men and Proviſions. Hereupon a Council of V 
was ſummon'd, wherein, tho' they ſeverally diff 
in the Method, yet they generally © agreed 


this, that the War muſt be brought to a Concluhi 


Some were for flying away by Night, others for 

pitulating, and a few mov'd fort a picch'd Batre, 1 
firming any other Methods would expoſe em tot} 
Deriſion of their Neighbours, and concluded that 


glorious Death was preferable to an ignominial 


Life. To this Opinion the General himſelf adher 
fo that they all agreed unanimouſly to quit the 'U 


the next Day, and, that their Men might fight wit 


2 more : deſperate Courage, they reſolv'd to ma 


faſt the Gates of the City, and cut off all hopes 


a Retteat. 5 

As this Battel concluded the War, fo was it the mt 
remarkable of any thar happen'd in it. The Seal 
of the Year was very hot, which exceedingly diftrel 
the Romans, who were not ſo much accuſtom'd 


the Inconveniences of the Weather, ſo that the! 
dulgent Emperor carefully reliev'd em wich Botti 


of Wine and Water mix'd together; beſides, ti 


Ways, where the Fight began were too narrow | 


em to draw up in a regular Body, of which hel 
ing ſenſible, commanded his Officers co retire! 


degrees till they came into the open Plain, and 


% 


it 
$ 


all on again with their uſual Alacrity. The 

my, thinking they fled, with an indiſcreet Cou- 
 purſu'd em, till the Romans, having attain'd 
Place appointed, charg'd em afreſh and renewd - 
Fight. Zimiſces, obferving that the Ruſſins 
withſtanding this Advantage, fought with more 

rage than ever, commiſerated the Condition of 

Men; and, to prevent the Effufion of more Blood, 


and challeng'd their General to decide the Quar- 
of Wby a ſingle Combat between em. Sphendoſthlabus 
e errogantly rejected the Offer, and return d An- 
peilt, 7hat be Ene bow to put a better Value upon his Life, 


that if the Emperor was weary\of bis, there was 10m 


FW for bim in the Field to diſpoſe of it. Hereupon 
ie, refoly'd, with this one _ Action, to finiſh 
4 Wh the War and the Siege, and therefore having 


Sclerus with his Troops to cut off their Commu- 

ation with the Town, he commanded Roman, the 

of Conſtantine Cæſar, and Grandſon of Romanus 

elder, together with Peter, another great Com- | 

der in the Army, to give a freſh Charge with 74. Ru. 

r reſerv'd Forces ; notwithſtanding which'theSuc- ans exrirely 

 continu'd ſtill uncertain, till Spbendoſthlabus was defeates. 

ne end beat off his Horſe by Anemas, who, whilft 

as endeavonring to kill him, was himſelf cut to 

es. The Ruſſians, who before the Fight were 

ſtarv'd, began now to grow weary and dif- 

rten'd; on the other fide the Romans, obſerving the 

fuſion and Diforder they were in, continu'd the 

t with great Alacrity, till the Ryſians gave way, 

fled with great Precipitation over the Plain, 

re the Slaughter was continu'd by the victorious 

ers; an innumerable Multitude of em fell in 

kight, and hardly any eſcap'd without being 

oded. When the Man, came to ſtrip the Stain, 
bond great Numbers of Women among em 

e bad accompany'd their Husbands in Menz 

ce bs, and fought with a Maſculine Courage. And 

Ig oblervable, chat during this whole War, the 

Women, 


Women, for their Numbers, had been as ſervig 
as the Men; ſo reſolute were theſe People to g 
tain and defend, to the laſt Extremity, What 
thought their own by Right of Conqueſt. . 

<a having ſecur'd himſelf with the 
by Flight for the preſent, conſulted what farther 
to be done. He conſider d he had ated hithen 
every thing as became a prudent Man, and al 
of his Country, and that Fortune had ſtill opp 
him in all his Deſigns, ſo that there was not 
more left him to do, but to obtain the beſt Tec 
could from the Emperor, of whom he requird q 
than he thought Zimiſces would grant, or that 
himſelf could expect, propoſing to abate and gy 
himſelf according to the 
from the Emperor; for he demanded no lek 1 
Jo be receiv d on the publick Faith as a Fn 
and Allie of the Empire; that he and his Cour 
men ſhould be conducted in Safety home, and 
* a free Commerce ſhould be ſettled betwixt 
* Nations. Tho' Spbendoſtblabus would willi 
have relinquiſh'd pare of theſe Demands, Jet 
Emperor, who was either grown weary of t 
or thought it imprudent. or dangerous to prove 
deſperateEnemy, who had given him ſuch unden 
Inſtances of his Courage and Reſolution, gener 
ranted all he ask d, alledging, in his Defence, 
Cuſtom of the Ancient Romans, who chole rathe 

overcome their Enemies by their Kindaeſs and 
neroſity, than by the Force of their Arms, W" 
Articles of the Treaty being ſettled, , Spherdofont 
deſix d he might have an Interview with the Emp! 
which, being readily granted, he was receiyd 
ententain'd with great — nboe At this I 
view it was agreed between em, that the Pa 
mould be compriz d in the League, which 
thought would induce em to grant the Ruſſiam ii 
to return through their Territories into theit 
Country. The Patzinace appear d willing 
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Anſwer he ſhould req 
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prehended in the Treaty, but refus'd' a free 

ige to the Ruſſians, who, if they found them ob- 

te, were oblig'd, in the Condition they were in, 

ce their Way through; of which the Parzimace _ | 

g inform'd, they thought it not Prudence openly þ 

ppoſe em, but, laying Ambuſhes: for em, they \ 

off the General and all his Men; that fierce Peo- 

hinking ic a Crime ſufficient that he had enter'd 

2 League with the Romans. | LS 

hus ended the Ruſſian War, not more to the Ho- 

and Safety of the Empire, than the Reputation 

imiſces, who aſcrib'd his Succeſs rather to the Di- 

protection than the Force of his Arms: For be- 

that, during the late Battel, the Wind blew the 

with great Violence full againſt the Barbarians, 

h extreamly diſorder'd em, and made em una- 

d manage the Fight as they at firſt intended: 

related, that a Man on a White Horſe was ob- 

d by the whole Army at the beginning of the 

t, who fought at the Head of the Barrel; and 

his ſingle Valour repuls'd and broke the Enemy's _ ; 

„ and foraſmuch as none had ſeen him either | 

e or afterwards, they believ'd him to be St. The- 

the Martyr, on whoſe Anniverſary the Vito 

obtain'd, and the Emperor himſelf (who, ſaith Bron An. 

luthor, never fought without the immediate pro 

on and Aſſiſtance of thoſe Heavenly Auxiliaries) 

ding to the Superſtitions of thoſe Times, either 

did, or at leaſt pretended ſo far to believe it, 

he repair d a Church dedicated to him, and 

gd the Name of the Town, wherein ic ſtood, 

Euchaneia to Theodoropolis. $6: | Aug 

e Treaty being ſign d, the Emperor fortify d all 

owns and Forts that ſtood upon the River, and 

teturn d to Conſtantinople, where he was receiy'd Zimiſces 

all Expreſſions. of Joy imaginable. The Patri- — — 

the Clergy, the Senate, and the People met him ae” al 

Crowns, and a trĩiumphant Chariot drawn by four tinople. 

5 moſt ſplendidly — ; he refuſing to en- 
| ter 
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| ter the City in the Chariot, mounted a white Hl 
and having put the Royal Veſtments of the Bu" 
Princes into the Chariot, and over them the Ina 
the Virgin Mary, as Protectreſs of the City, e 
low d it in a folemn Proceſſion, and in the N . 
ceiv'd the Acclamations of the People. Wh 
The Solemnity being over, and he in a 1 
releas d from the Toils of War, he apply d h 
with great Diligence, to the Affairs of Statt. t 
eas d his Subjects of ſome Taxes, and was the 
that commanded the Image of our Saviour to he 
preſs'd upon the Coins with this Impreſſion, p< 
Chriſt, the King of Kings, which Cuftom was eval 
ter obſerv'd by his Succeſſors. But whilſt he wa 
employ'd in his Management at home, ſeven! 
choſe Cities in the Eaft, that had been reduced 
Predeceſſor Nicephorus, revolted from the Empire, 
took up Arms againſt it, ſo that Zimiſces ſaw lin 
oblig'd to undertake another Expedition to realy” 
em to their Obedience. And having proceed 
far as Damaſcus, he reduc'd ſome by fair Word, WM” 
others by force of Arms. Here he reſided for WW" 
time to ſettle the Affairs of the Province in 4 
Parts. In this Expedition having obſerv'd | b 
pleaſant Towns and Palaces, with large and n 
Territories adjoining to em, and being deli 
with it, he ask d to whom they belong d; and . 
he was anſwer d that Baſilius, the Preſident, way" 
Poſſeſſion of em all, tho ſome of em had bee 
quir'd by the Arms of Nicephorus, others by other 
nerals, and not a few by himſelf, he broke out 
a Sigh into this Expreſſion, How miſerable, n 
2ions,' is the preſent Condition of the Roman EmPpite, '* 
beſt blood and Treaſure it ſacvifie d to the Pride and if 
on of an aſpiring Eunueb? Baſflius had ſerv'd fere 
the former Emperors in their Wars againſt the a0 
ceys, and in Negotiations of the greateſt Imporiy* 
Being a Man of great Authority in the Empiy® 
appear 'd very inſtrumental in the Promotion a, 
| I | * ct} 
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ime Miniſter, in which Poſt he was continu'd 


great Knowledge, and Experience in the Affairs 
tate, which he knew how to manage with the 
teſt dexterity, tho', like moſt other Stateſmen, 
ook care to enrich himſelf; and indeed they, 
watch with an uncorrupted Eye for the Safe- 
pf the State, are in ſome meaſure worthy of 


Hire. Baſilius was quickly inform'd of the 
de eror's Reflection, and, apprehending the Conſe. 
n, Nees of it, if not prevented in Time, he reſolv'd 


ild his own Security upon the Deſtruction of the 
ror. Accordingly he prevail'd with his Cup- 
r to give him a Poiſon, and ſuch a one as ſhould 
k by degrees, and in a languiſhing Manner diſ- 


Preſents in Hand, and larger Promiſes, readily 


antinople. It broke out in large Carbuncles upon 
houlders, and made him void great quantities of 
dat his Eyes. Whether he miſtruſted the Trea- 
had been ated againſt him, or judg'd it 4 
tal Diſtemper he Labore any Inquiſition about 
nd ſpent the Time he had to live in his Devoti- 


is was the End of an Emperor, whoſe Virtues 
ortunate Roy deſery'd à better Coneluſion. 
he muſt, on all Hands, be allow'd to have been 


the Government by violent Means, as he did, 
ot always known to execute it with Juſtice and 
eration, The ambitious Thirſt after Sovereignty 
not reputed ſo great a Crime in thoſe Days, as 
eſervedly eſteem d now; and that Conſiderati- 
, in a great Meaſure, plead in his Behalf. He 
Ws renown'd for his Devotion as his Courage, and 
a viſible Example of r to all his Subjects, 1 0 
2 | 


) , who, upon that Conſideration, made him 


rimiſces, out of Reſpect to his reputed Integtity, 


h him. The Cup-bearer being encourage d by * 


Rook it. The Poifon work'd fo effectually up- Zimiſcts 
e Emperor, that he dy'd before he could reach PI d. 


kcellent Prince, tho' they, who raiſe themſelves | 


10 


f 
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he excell'd in no Chriſtian Virtue ſo much as in 
of Mercy and Forgiveneſs. As he was vigorons | 
active in enlarging the Territories of the Empirg 
was he equally vigilant in protecting and ſeci 
them. A Comet was ſeen ſome time before his l 
and continu'd to appear for ſeveral Months afte 
foreſhowing, as it was afterwards thought, not( 
the Fall of this Emperor, but thoſe fatal Diſte 
in which the State, by reaſon of the Civil Wan 
rag d within its Bowels, was afcerwards involy, 
Vears of Zimiſces his Reign, and that wherein hed 
are differently computed. by different Authors; 
moſt probable Account is, that he reign'd fix 
and as many Months, and that he dy'd in theft 
Lear of Otto, Emperor of Germany; the ſecondd 
nedid the ſeventh Pope of Rome, 4. D. 976. 
Baſilius Il. Zimiſces, before his Death, deſign'd Baſiliu 
Conſtan- Conſtantine, the Sons of Romanus, his Succeſſots, 
rine VII. in his Life-time had been his Collegues in the 
pire. Theſe two Princes, the Eldeſt of which 
about twenty, and the other ſeventeen Years of 
bore the Name of Emperors, but the Imperial 
lodg'd ſolely in Baſilius the Preſident, who, the 
ter to preſerve himſelf in the Authority he had io 
enjoy'd, recall'd Theophania, the young Prince's 
ther, who had been baniſh'd by Zimiſces ; by Wi. 
Act he confirm'd himſelf in the good Opinion ali 
Sons, and reconcil'd himſelf to the Mother, wh 
before been highly offended at him. 
The beginning of this Reign was attended wit 
traordinary Commotions in the State, oc 
chiefly-by the Minority of the two Princes, ati 
over great Jealouſie of the Prime Miniſter, wil 
prevent any Uſurpations that might arife, took 
firſt to reſtrain the almoſt unlimited Power of! 
Sclerus. Sclerus his great Command in the Arm), 
his Intereſt in the Soldiers, among whom he hal 
bred up from his Youth, had encourag'd him to 
ambitious Attempts in the late Reign, for wi 
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ort Time to his Favour, and left him at his Death 
mander in Chief of all the Forces in the Eaſt, 
ch gave him an Opportunity of inclining the Sol- 

to whatever Deſigns it was his Intereſt to pro- 
e. Upon theſe Conſiderations Baſilius took from 
his Command in the Eaſt, and ſent him Gover- 
into Meſopotamia, with Orders to reſtrain the In- 
ons of the Saracens. Sclerus at firſt diſputed theſe 
ers, and broke out into bitter Invectives againſt 


rip him of all his Employments, and confine him 
i own Houſe, unleſs he inſtantly obey'd. Here- 
he thought it prudent to depart into the Pro- 
e that had been aſſign'd him, carrying with him 
d Reſolution of revenging himſelf upon the 
e Miniſter with the el Opportunity, and aſ- 
7 his own Right. Accordingly he acquainted 

ief Officers of the Army with his Deſign, who 
r out of Hatred to Baſilius, or knowing that all 
Soldiers were at Sclerus his Devotion, promis'd 
fully to adhere to him, and advis'd him openly 


elf, Romanus, the Son of Sclerus, was at that 


> till he had recover'd him from thence, which 


le Army. 

e better to maintain himſelf in his uſurp'd Au- 
be ſeiz'd on the publick Revenues, and rais d 
Contributions from ſuch as were rich and able 
ay him. By this means he collected immenſe 


ge of the War, and ſecur'd the Friendſhip of the 
en his Neighbours, who, obſerving the promi- 
Face of his Affairs, enter'd into a Treaty with 
which was ſtrengthen'd by cloſer Alliances of 


I 3 


owly eſcap'd che Loſs of his Eyes. Zimiſces, be- 
a Prince of a forgiving Timper, reſtor'd him in 


ive, who, unmov'd at his Reproaches, threaten d 


clare againſt the Government, and ſet up for 


in Conſtantinople, ſo that he dar'd attempt no- 


8 of Money, which enabled him to ſupport the 


Mar- 


g done in a ſhort Time after, he then openly aſ. Sclerus & 
d the Habit, and was ſaluted Emperor by the ſurpr. 
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Marriage, by Virtue of which he receiv'd from 
great Supplies of Money and Horſe. With 
Preparations he ſet forward, in the beginning 
Spring, towards Conftautmople, to the great Th 
and Conſternation of thoſe who were well affe 
to the preſent Government, and dreaded the C 
quences of an Innovation. All Means were try{ 
divert the impending Storm: Baſiliu ſene Orde 
Peter, who had ſucceeded Sclerus in the Commat 
the Eaſt, to raiſe all the Forces he could, and 
ſter the whole Army at Cæſarea. At the ſame I 
Syncellus, Biſhop of Nicomedia, was ſent to try if 
his prevailing Eloquence, for which he was his 
efteem'd, he could perſuade Bardas to quit his un 
Pretenſions, and ſubmit to the Government. 
Ufurper, -adorn'd with the I ial Ornam 
heard him with Patience, but anſwer d him in 
That baving once worn tbe Purple be would atm 
it, but with bis Life ; That be was the lawful Ro 
Emperor, and would oblige thoſe by Force 10 ſubni 
his Authority, who now unadwviſedly preſum d to I 
As ſoon as the Court had receiv d this Anſwer, | 
was order'd to ſecure all the Paſſages, and make 
beſt Defence he could if he ſhould be attack d, 
by no means to begin the War himſelf. Here 
he poſted Parties in all the Paſſes, which Scleru 
deavour'd by flight Skirmiſhes to gain, but to ho 
pole, till at length, after ſeveral Marches and C 
termarches, they came to encamp one againſt 
ther: Sclerus fate ſtill for ſome Time, and fe 
defirons to decline fighting, till ſome of his Fi 
repreſented to him how dangerous Delays u 
prove to him, and how much he would ſuffer ul 
Reputation, unleſs he enter'd immediately upd 
ction. Awaken'd by theſe Remonſtrances he i 
diately diſlodg'd, and march'd into Cappa docia, 
ther Peter follow'd him Night and Day, and & 
came cloſe up to him, Here both the General 
gover'd the ſame Averſeneſs to fighting as they 
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ie before, endeavouring to circumvent each o- 
rby Stratagems, in which Sclerus prov d the better 
ter. One Day he order'd Proviſions to be pre- 
1 with a more ſuperficial Care than uſual, as if 
whole Army was going to take a Refreſhment, 
Yat the ſame Time he order'd all his Men to 
nd to their Arms, and be ready for the Word. This 
ig obſerv'd by Peter, who, for the moſt part, had 
n upon the Defenſive, he concluded there would 
no Engagement that Day, and therefore order'd 
Soldiers to fill their Bellies, and take their Eaſe. 
ilſt they were thus employ'd Sclerus fell upon em 
a regular Order, and tho' ſuch of em as could 
e to their Arms made a reſolute Reſiſtance, yet in 
> end they were overpowerd and put to flight. 
rs took their Camp, and all their Baggage, in Sclerus 
ich he found much Treaſure. This Succeſs ſeem'd, b che 
a great meaſure, to confirm Sclerus in his uſurp'd n“ 
thority ; for many Perſons of great Reputation in 
Army, and Intereſt in the Provinces, renounc'd 
ir Allegiance, and declar'd for him: The Inhabi- 
is of Attala laid hold of Michael Curticas, the Em- 
or's Admiral, and carry'd the Fleet over to Sclerus, 
o order'd 'em to make War with it againſt the 
Hrræotæ. 
When the News of this Defeat was brought to Con- 
minople, it was entertain'd there with the greateſt 
nſternation ingaginables Leo was choſen to act 
th an 7 againſt Sclerus, like the 
aators of old under the OGommon- wealth; and 
bn, a Patrician, a Man of great Eloquence and Ex- 
rence, was join'd in the Commiſſion with him to 
unſel and afliſt him. Leo, having join'd Peter in 
gia, try'd-firft, by gentle Means and fair Promi- 
„to draw the Uſurper's Adherents off from him; 
t when he found all his Attempts that way were 
effectual, he broke up ſuddenly, and march'd with 
eat Expedition towards the Eaſt ; at which Sclerus 
d his Aſſociates were exceedingly perplex'd, be- 

+ I 4 . caule 
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cauſe all the Treaſure, and moſt of their Rela 
had been left in thoſe Parts; the Conſideration 

which wrought ſo wonderfully upon ſome of | 

Principal among em, that they left the Uſurper, 

fled over to Leo. Sclerus found himſelf ſo wei 

by ſuch an unexpected Defection, that he began 

deſpair of Succeſs, and grew fearful leſt all his 

Cees would, by degrees, draw off and diſperſe the 

| ſelves. The only Remedy left in ſuch a Conjund 

was to ſend a Body of Men, under the Command 

ſuch Officers as he could entirely confide in, 

ſhou'd endeavour to ſtop Leo's Progreſs. They u 

order'd to intercept the Proviſtens for the Army, 

by repeated Alarms, and ſudden Onſets, continy 
incommode him, but by no means ſuffer it to 
brought to a general Engagement. They for ſ 
time carefully obſerv'd their Orders, but were at} 
forc'd to venture a ſet Battel. For the Soldiers he 

ing the Saracens of Berrbæa were ſhortly to pals 

tween both Armies, with the annual Tribute, int 

way to Conſtantinople, would not be reſtrain'd; | 
knowing they who were ſtrongeſt in the Field wat 

in all probability, be Maſters of that Treaſure, d 

fell on with an intemperate Heat, whereupon a gt 

| ral Engagement follow'd, in which Leo had the 
gSclerus zu Vantage. Many of Sclerus his Men were ſlain, e 
Generals cially of the Armenians, to whom no Quarter wa 
Defeared, be allow'd, becauſe they were the firſt that had 
volted to him. But Leo with much Caution! 
Diſcretion declin'd fighting; for he knew, 1 
found by Experience, that his Strength encreasdd 
ly by the Acceſſion of ſuch, who, in that mel 
choly Condition of his Affairs, deſerted the Uſum 

Had he perſiſted in that Reſolution, he had, in 
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this Will to engage. Sclerus had much the Ad- 
age of Leo in Ne Cavalry, which, being plac'd 
ich Wing of his Army, made their Enemies give 

nd at the firſt Onſet, which occaſion'd a total 
eat. The Action was. very hot for the time it bur be «- 
d; on Leo's ſide, Fohn his Coadjutor, and Peter, gain rears 
ſeveral other Perſons of eminent Quality, were 1 Imp 
: Leo himſelf was taken Priſoner, together with . 
eat many more of diſtinguiſh'd Rank in the Ar- 

This remarkable Victory was obtain'd with lit- 
vr no Loſs on the ſide of Sclerus, who digg'd out 
Eyes of ſome of his Priſoners at the Head of his 

y, becauſe, in Breach of their Oaths to him, * 
had fallen off to Leo. Leo and ſome others he 
ted with more Humanity, and only kept em in 
onourable Reſtraint. | 
ho' the Uſurper ſeem'd, by this laſt Advantage, 
ave the whole Empire at his Devotion, and 


ght himſelf by this Time above all Competition, 
nu lis the Preſident omitted nothing of his uſual 


for the Safety of the Empire, and Preſervation 
he Princes. Obſerving what Miſchief Scleras his 
s did at Sea, that having waſted all the Iſlands 
e Helleſpont they threaten'd Abydos, which would 
> Conſtantinople it ſelf into manifeſt Danger, he 
| out a ſtrong Fleet, with which Theodorus Caren- 
, A Patrician, who commanded it, engag'd the 
my at Phocæa, and deſtroy'd or took molt of their 
els, by which means the Seas were clear'd, and 
Coaſts ſecur'd. At the ſame Time Baſilius re- 
ed his Land-PForces, and finding the Uſurper 
a Deſign upon Nice, the Metropolis of Bithynia, he 
way Manuel Eroticus With a good Body of Forces 
mmand in it. Sclerus, being animated by his late 
ls, fell with great Violence upon the Place, 
ing to carry it with little or no-Oppoſition ; but 
with ſo vigorous a Repulſe, that he thought it 
afeſt and moſt effectual way to ſtarve him our. 
u who was ſenſible of the great mung N 
which 
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which the Inhabitants and Garriſon mult in tize 

' Teduc'd, fill'd the empty Granaries of the City 
Sand, over which he ſtrow'd what Corn was le 
thick, that the Sand could not be diſcover'd þ 
incurious Eye. Having ſtor'd the Granaries ig 

manner he ſhow'd em to ſome Priſoners he ha 

ken, to whom he repreſented how difficult a thi 

would be for Sclerus to force a Place by Famine, 

was provided with ſo much Plenty. He a 
that conſidering the doubtful Events of War, li; 
willing to ſurrender the Town upon certain Ct 
tions; ſome of which were, That the Garriſon g ' 
* , have leave to depart with their Arms and Bag 

He takes and paſs unmoleſted to Conſtantinople. Sclerus embn 
Nice. the Propoſal with a ready Conſent, and ſo be 
Maſter of Nice by a Compliance, of which he 
afterwards aſham'd. However this Progreſs d 

Arms, which began to extend themſelves on 

fide, added much to the Reputation of his 

and confirm'd his Party. He now threaten d to m 

to Conſtantinople it ſelf, where ſeveral that ſeq 

wiſh'd him well, expected him wich great In 

ence, and were prepar'd to declare openly for h 
his firſt Appearance. Baſilius, the Preſident, 

{ſenſible of the Danger, and with what an experia 

as well as powerful Enemy he had to contend, re 

Phocas Bardas Phocas from Exile, and made him Genen 
#eclar'd the War againſt Scleras, thinking him the only . 
General a. in the Empire able to contend with him. Phocas 
_ 8ainf him, ving receiv'd full Inſtructions, got with great Ey 
F tion to Cæſarea, where Euſtathius Malenius, and M 
el Burizas, who had hitherto adher'd to Sclen 

ing inform'd of Phocas his Arrival, quitted the l 

per, and came to join with Phocas; who, I 
muſter'd all the Forces he could collect at Caſh; 
march'd on to Amorium, whither he was immer 
follow'd by Sclerus, who thought it now no til 

be idle, having to contend with ſo celebrated 
nemy. Here it appear d evident, that neithe n 
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ge, Reputation, or Experience of a. General, 
:nfuſe a generous Reſolution into the Minds of 
whom former Defeats have diſperited ; for both 3 


ies coming to an Engagement Phocas his Forces and ir | 
10. icfcated, and driven out of the Field; tho in 4 b 
and another Engagement that follow d ſoon af. lerus. 


in which he was again worſted, Phocas diſcharg d 
ie Offices of a valiant Soldier, and experienc'd 
mander. 
heſe two Actions had conſiderably impair'd Pho- 
is Army, which therefore he took care to recruit, 
It Sclerus went to encamp on a large Plain call d 
dea, lying upon the River Halys in Cappadocia. 
1, having obtain d Supplies out of Iberia and o- 
Places, march'd in queſt of his Enemy, to whom, 
don as he had found him, he offer'd Battel a third 
e, which at the beginning inclin d, as it had done 
e former Engagements, and declar'd for Sclerus. 
1j aſham'd to be thus ignominiouſly beaten thrice 
ther, having obſerv'd Sclerus at the Head of his 
ops, ran with great Fury upon him, and reſolv'd 
onquer or periſh. Sclerus, aware of his Deſign, 
e the firſt ſtroke directed at his Adverſary's Head, 
ch miſſing, he cut off one of his Horſe's Ears, 
uſt Phocas directed his Sword with a more ſteady 
nd, and give him ſuch a Wound that he ſunk down 
n his Horſe's Neck, and Phocas rode up to a Hill 
ha Deſign to reftrain the Flight of his Soldiers, 
0 were by this Time all in Confuſion. Sclerus his 
ants concluding, that notwithſtanding this deſpe- 
2 Attempt of Phocas, both he and his Cauſe were 
olutely loſt, conducted their fainting Maſter to a 
ntain, there to refreſh him and wafh his Wound; 
| either forgetting, or having never heard what 
| formerly happen d upon the like Occaſion, ſuffer d 
Horſe, whoſe Mane was all bloody, to run in a- 
ug the Soldiers, who immediately concluding the 
neral was ſlain, quitted the Purſuit, and fled away 
mſelyes with ſo much haſte, that many of * fell 
| * own 
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who ir at down vaſt Precipices, and others took the I 
. wherein they were drown'd ; which fatal Mig 

enn,  turh'd the Fortune of the Day, and gave the Vii 
to Phocas, Socautious ought Men to be in al 
Circumſtances of Life, more eſpecially in the 
of Battel, where Courage is neceſſary, but Pref 

tion dangerous. | 
This unexpected, but deciſive Victory, ent 
broke the Party of Scleras, who eſcap'd with a fe 
Martyropolu, and from thence to Babylon, when 
implor'd the Friendſhip and Aſſiſtance of C 
Sultan of the Place. The Emperor Bafilius, being 
form'd of Phocas his Succeſs, and that Sclerus wy 
to Babylon, ſent his Ambaſſadors to Choſroes, wha 
preſented to him of what dangerous Conſequend 
would be for a Prince to favour and protect t 
whom Diſloyalty and Rebellion had driven 
home. At the ſame time he ſent Letters to Sel 
and thoſe that were with him, in which he ol 
*ema full Pardon for what was palſs'd, if they wt 
Flying to Tenounce their Pretenſions and return home. Of 
Babylon Choſroes being inform'd, he was enrag'd at the da 
be s clap'd Errand of the Ambaſſadors, and clapp'd both d 
_— bi. and Sclerus in Priſon, from whence we ſhall ſee 
tune will, in a ſhort time, releaſe him to create! 
Diſturbances in the Empire. ; 
Thus was this firſt Civil War fortunately ſuppre 
at the Expence of much Blood and Treaſure ; 
Baſilius the Emperor, who, during Sclerus his Rebe 
on, had receiv'd ſufficient Provocations from the 
leſs Spirits of the Bulgarians, thought himſelf not 
leiſure to chaſtiſe em. Hitherto hardly any ti 


1 "= relating either to Peace or War, had been unde. 
10 ken without the Knowledge and Approbation of WM; 
f * Preſident; but now the Emperor began to reflect Wl. 


wu on his own Power, and judg'd himſelf-capabl 
i| manage this War without his Interpoſicion, and 
1 reſolv'd to march in Perſon againſt 'em. This 
undertaken with the Participation of a very i 

3 | ne 


) 


b U. LXXXV.Baſil. Il Conſt. VII. 125 


er Phocas the General, nor any of the other 
-2ins in the Eaſt, being acquainted with it. The Baſilius 
xeror enter d Bulgaris thro! the Country lying, l. n 
Rbodoptes, and the River Eurus, leavin Leo Mes, Raga, 3 
to ſecure the Straits behind him, whilft he pre- 9 
{ to lay Siege to · Sardica. This Expedition had ] 
ll probability ſucceeded according to his Deſire | 
Expectation, had not ſome unhappy Diviſions be- 
n his chief Officers fruſtrated his Deſigns. As 
as vigorouſly preparing for the Siege, Stephen, 
ommander of the Weſtern Forces, and profeſs d 
y to Leo Meliſſenus, came to him in the dead of 
he, which added to the Horror of what he was to 
d, and earneſtly conjur'd him to lay all other 
ns whatſoever aſide, and break up immediately 
Conſtantinople, becauſe Leo intended to uſurp the 
erial Authority, and was accordingly marching 
all Expedition to the City. . This was urg'd by 
en with ſo plauſible an Air, that the young Em- 
r, who, beſides the Danger he apprehended from 
ompeticor in the State, was afraid leaſt Meliſſe- 
having deſerted his Poſt, he might. be intercepted 
is Retreat, in a great Fright gave Orders for the 
to march g which Samuel, the Prince of the 
rians Obſerving, he watch'd his Cpporranhtys 
fell upon em as they were making a diſorderly 
reat, and turn'd it into a ſhameful Flight. The 
peror eſcap d with great Difficulty to Philippopolas, 
re he found Leo carefully attending his Buty at 
Station had been aſſign'd him, which made him t returns 
ble how inſolently he had been affronted and DO 
'd, how infamous and ridiculous this Expedition 
ld appear, and how much Stephen had deſerv'd. 


1 puniſh'd by him. Stepben's invincible Hatred 
* Lo made him with great Confidence defend 
we be had done, which provok d the Emperor to 


from his Seat, and catching faſt hold of him 
his Locks and Beard to drag him down to the 
und, So dangerous is it for Princes to make 
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Choice of ſich for their Miniſters, who being in 


cable Enemies to each other, are not like to un 


their Councils for the Service of their Maſter} 
few Men are found ſo good Patriots as to ſac 
their private Intereſt, Pride, or Revenge, tothe 
of the Publick. r 

This 1 Expedition was not more ill 
certed in the Beginning, or ignominious in the 
eluſion, than it was miſchievous in its Conſequei 
Phocas the General was highly affronted, for that 
Emperor ſhould dare to undertake a Thing fo © 
derable without his Participation, and judgt 
being a young and vigorous Prince, he would a0 
the future without any regard had to his Cound 
Authority. Theſe Suggeſtions he endeavonr'd u 
ſinuate into the other General Officers of the A 
and they very readily entertain'd 'em : So that ni 
ing at the Houſe of Euſtathius Malenius, 2 proud 
ous Man, they unanimouſly proclaim'd Pbocas En 


laimd ror, and inveſted him wich the Imperial Ornam 
Frere At the ſame time that the Court receiv'd News off 
Revolt, Advice was brought that Sclerus, being 


ver'd out of Priſon, was returning into the E 
They who were well affected to the Emperors, þ 
tins and Conſtantine, judg'd this a favourable Co 
cure, ſince it was eaſier to ſuppreſs two Preten 
than oppoſe one. l 

Seleru ow'd his Releaſe to the Dangers which 
that Time threaten'd the Saracen State. The Pe 
who had by degrees been ſubdu'd, and were ent 
Slaves to that Nation, obſerving the Imprudence 
Ina&ivity of Choſroes their preſent Sultan, bote 
Yoke with much Reluctancy; watching then 
their Opportunity they aroſe ſuddenly, and fl 
cred all the Saracens they met. Choſroes made the! 
Defence he was able againſt ſo ſudden and dang? 
an Inſurtection, but was ſo often defeared d) 
thar at length the very Name of a Perſian ſounded! 
rible to the Ears of a Saracen, In this Extremit) 


p ' a 4 — 
ls Eyes upon the Romans his Priſoners; he conſi- 
em as unfortunate Heroes, who had deſerv'd 4 
Fate than what they endut᷑ d; that if Sclerss had 
deen a Man of Worth, Conduct, and Prudence, he 
r had been able to raiſe fo conſiderable a Party in 
Empire, and diſpute the Imperial Title with the 
xror himfelf. Upon cheſe Conſiderations he con- 
d to releafe him, provided he would undertake 
ar againſt the Perſians. Sclerus at firſt declin'd 
Imployment, but being highly encourag'd by 
1c, who promis'd him extraordinary Advantages, 


hearfully engag'd himfelf in it, but refuſing to 
a mand any of Choſroes's own Subjects in the Ser- 


he perfuaded him to open all the Priſons, and 
the Captive Romans, who, n 4 Body of a- 
three thouſand Men, fell ſuddenly on the Perſi- 
who being unus'd to their manner of Fighting, 
over-power'd with their Courage, receiv d a to- 
Defeat. Sclerus, finding himfelf at the Head of ſo 
nt a Body of Men, thought himſelf once more in 
pacity of renewing his former Pretenſions, and 
fore having put an end to the Perſian War almoſt 
jon as undertaken, he return'd with his victorious 
into the Tertitories of the Empire; whether 
| Choſroes's Conſent, or againſt it, or rather after 
heath, as it is very uncertain, ſo is it not worth 


ff the Empire, he was inform'd of Phocas his U- 
ation, which in a great Meaſure blaſted his Hopes, 
ſeem d very prejudicial to the preſent Poſture of 
Affairs; for he found himſelf unable to oppoſe 
nor did he judge it ſafe or honourable for him 
in himſelf with either. At length he reſolv'd to 
himſelf as fair as he could with both, and ſo in- 
ate himfelf with one, that the other ſhould think 
ad no Reaſon to be offended ; and therefore the 
Time that he ſent to Pbocas, and offer d to aſſiſt 
in the Suppreſſion of Baſilius, and ſhare the Em- 


a0 wich him, his Son Romanus left him by his own 
| Conſent, 


Conſideration. Being enter d into the Domini- Sclerus re. 
the Empire. 
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Conſent, and under the Pretence of a Revolt us 


Ba ſilius at Conſtantinople. By this means, if Phucy 


vail'd, the Father thought he ſhould have Interd 


- nough to procure the Son's Peace; and, if Baia 


the better, he hop'd his Son would be able to d 
his Pardon from the Emperor. Some Time hl 
Romanus his Arrival, Baſilius the Preſident was 
into Diſgrace, for the Emperor thought himſeſ 
enough to govern without a Director, and the] 
dent thought he had a juſt Right to the Manage 
and made uſe of all the Artifices an old Court 
capable of to continue himſelf in it. But Baſil 
firmly reſolv'd totally to ſhake him off, and conl 
him firſt to his own Houſe, where, when he { 
the reſtleſs old Man was forming new Deſigns 
ſtripp'd him of all his vaſt Eſtate at once, at whit 
was ſo ſenſibly afflicted that he dy d ſhortly after, 
mediately upon this Romanus arriv'd, and the Em 
knowing him to be a prudent Man, and experi 
Soldier, took him into his Favour, and preferr( 


to Employments of the higheſt Importance. 


Tho' Baſilius receiv'd Romanus with a get 
Confidence, and made him his chief Favourite, 
crafty Pbocas behav d himſelf wich more Circumipt 
on to Sclerus. At firſt he enter'd into a very io 
Agreement with him, and pretended the E 
ſhould be divided between em: Sclerus was to 
for his Share Antioch, Pbænicia, Paleſtine, Czh 
Meſopotamia and Egypt; and Conſtantinople, will 


reſt of the Provinces, was allotted to #hocas. 


Agreement was ratify'd and confirm'd by Oatls 
both ſides, after which Sclerus made no difficult 
joining his Forces with thoſe of Bardas ; and in 


padocia a Council of War was held how to prod 


with the beſt Advantage. Phocas, having by « 
means drawn the old Man into a ſenſeleſs Sea 
watch'd his Opportunity, and then ſeiz d upeni 
ſtripp'd him of his Imperial Ornaments, and « 
mitted him to Cuſtody ; after which be loud 


— 


ule Matter to prevail with his Troops to fight 
y ſecur'd his own Intereſt, and therefore ſent Ca- 


It he remov'd with the reſt to Abydor, intending 
lock up Conſtantinople. Upon the firſt Notice 
beſe Motions, Baſlius the Emperor ſent Cyriacus 


elf paſſing over the Strait! by Night, fell 


taken Priſbner, with ſeveral others of great Note 
je Army, who were all inſtantly nail'd up to ſeve- 
oſts, as an Example of Terror to the reſt.” Phocas 
with a greater Reſiſtance than he expected at 
u, the Inhabitants of which Place were very 
ſtrengthen'd and encourag'd by the Arrival of 
mperial Fleet, which in a ſhort time was fol- 
| by the Empefor Conſtantine, as he was immedi- 
after by his Brother Bafilius. Phocas, either in 
*mpt of the young Princes, or for that he 
phe it the ſafeſt way to fight before any more 


to continue the Siege, and with the reſidue 
d Battel to the Emperors. As he obferv'd Baſe- 


urage his Men, he prepar'd to ſingle him out in 
eginning of the Battel, and by bis Death put an 
o the Quarrel at once; for he look'd on Con- 
e as a weak intemperace Prince, who, if his 
er ſhould be remov d, would never be able to 
Head againſt him. Accordingly he made to- 
him with all his Force, but Death ſtopp'd him 


that ſome of the Emperor's Party gave him a 
Wound in his Paſſage; and che Emperor Con- 
e affirm d, that he flew him with his own Hand; 
e moſt receiv d Opinion is, that he was poi- 


1p. ll. Lxxxv. Baſil. il. Conſt. Vil. 
er him. By this time he thought he had ſuffici- 


; Delphinus with part of his Army to Chry/opolis, 


\dmiral for the Defence of Abydos, and he 
enly upon Delpbinm, and routed him. Delphin 


es could arrive to ſupport em, left part of his 


ding up and down to view his Troops, and 


midſt of his Career. The manner of. it is dif- who dies of © 
ly related: Some report his Horſe threw him, Lon: 


by one Simeon, à Servant, in whom he repos d 


", 
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an entire Truſt; and that it was done at the Jnff 
tion of .Ba/ilivs., However it was, the Death off 
cas purchasd the Emperors an eaſie and comp 
Victory; for it was no ſooner ſpread abroad: in 

Army, but bis Men fled in all the Diſorder ig 

nable. Moſt of the Principal among the Rebel 

taken, and puniſh'd according to their Deſerts; 

{av'd themſelves by a voluntary Exile, and othen 

had been the leaſt active, were pardon d. 

However there were ftill ſome remaining who 
ſerv'd the Spirit of the Party after the Death of 

' Whereupon Leader; theſe Men got Sclerus to be ſet at Lil 
Scierus i and encourag d him to purſue his Title, apd wal 
Tor ar Lie Iy aſſert his Right. Baſilivs, who had flatter'd hi 
leriyj, that che Death of Phocas would put an end to tit 
vil Wars, obſerv'd a new Cloud gathering ay 

him, which hung with a direful Aſpect over the 
Before he thought fit to make uſe of violent ny 
he endeavour'd to reduce him by friendly Expo 

tions, and repreſented to him how unworthy it u 

a Man of bs Age and Profeſſion to embroil the Empint 

Blood; he promis d an Indemnity for what was paſt, « 
Favour and Protecl ion for the future. To theſe Rel 

ſtrances Romanus added his earneſt Perſuaſions; 
preſented to his Father bow well be bad been recti 
Court, where he might promiſe himſelf the bigheſt | 
ments; that be was now old, and bad not Forces | 
to obtain bis Ends; and that it would therefore mote 

Lim to enjoy the few Days be had yet in ſtore in th 
and is ve · Peace and Tranquility. By theſe Perſuaſions Sci 
concil d to induc'd to lay down his Pretenſions. An Ace 
the Empe- demnity was paſs'd, and Sclerus being declard 
"vu Steward of the Houſhold, was introdug'd tothe 
peror, who could hardly reftrain himſelf from! 

ing when he beheld him, of whom | he; had bes 
ſo long a time ſo much in fear. He was an ei 

ing decrepid old Man, ſupported by two of bi 
meſticks, who were foro d to lead him by real 
his great Age and Corpulency. The Emperd 
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« own Table, confirm'd'him in his Office of great 
ard, and ſuffer d ſuch of his Followers as had 
yd any Offices of Honour and Profit under him, 
 continu'd in em, or preferr'd to others of equal 
e and Authority. © © 10. N BF 2600 
ſlius having by this Agreement, put an end to 

'ivil Wars, and ſecur'd himſelf from any farther 
2ations, conſulted how he might beſt reſtrain Baſilius 


boWhaſtiſe the turbulent and unconquer d Spirit of % 
e riane, and ſuch others who having form d Bulgati- 


elves into a League with their Neighbours,” had ans. 

their Advantage during the late Trouble, and 

t:d the Borders of the Empire. He firſt took a 

Frels into Thrace and Macedonia, and having left a 

g Party at Theſſalonica to reſtrain the Inroads of 

4, the King of Bulgaria, he ſhortly after march d 

beria, and from thence into Phenicis, receiving 

ges from the 'Saracens of thoſe Parts for their 

Behaviour for the future. In his Paſſage thro! 

dicia, Euſtathius Melenus, a Commander in thoſe 

, entertain'd him and his whole Army; with 

expenſive Hoſpitality the Emperor ſeem'd out- 

ly to be very. much pleas d, but was inwardly 

rn d to find any one Subject ſhould be Maſter of 

ch Wealth, which could enable him to ſhake and 

ger the Peace of the Empire. For this Reaſon, 

a ſpecious Pretext of a peculiar Eſteem for him, 

ok him with him to Conſtantinople, from whence 

uld never after ſuffer him to return, but after his 

ſeiʒ d on his vaſt Eſtate. A juſt Caution to thoſe . 

ndeavour to grow too wealthy and powerful 

bjects, by which means they generally become 

dect of their Prince's Jealouſie, and frequent- 

his Indignation. | Nee Wa 

wel hearing of the Garriſon Baſilia bad left in 

mica, and being ſenſible. how much the Poſſeſ- 

alf chat Place would conduce to the Conqueſt of 

aole Country, at 1 he aim d, he 3 
, 2 a 0 


ip. H. LXXXV. Baſil Il. Conſt. Vill. zr 
4him wich great Civility, made him eat within 
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of his Army in ambuſh at a convenient diltang 
the Town, and order'd the reſt to face it. The q 
nor was ſo far deluded by this Device that he ſq 
Son out againſt him, who, being eaſily*drawn ini 
Snare, was taken Priſoner, and his Father ſlain, 
was ſallying out to his Aſſiſtance. Immediately 
this Theſſalonica fell into the Hands of Sam 
grew inſolent upon his Succeſs; and croſſing thi 
ver Peneu made Inroads into Theſſaly, Bætia, Ain 
the very Heart of Peloponneſus. Nicephorus Uranuy 
Commander in chief of the Weſtern Forces, vn 
with a ſtrong Army againſt him. Uran obls 
the Diſpoſition of Samuel's Forces, left his Bagg 
Lariſſa; and having, by long Marches pals'd the 
falian Plains, anq the River Apidanus, he encamp 
whole Army on the Banks of Spercbeius, diredtly 
ſite to Samuel. The River was at that time we 
high with the great Rains, that Samuel thought 
poſſible for the Romans to paſs it, and therefore lay 
the greater Security on tother ſide. But Ur 
ter a long ſearch, found out a Ford, and paſlingth 
ver in the dead of Night, fell with great fury 
the Bulgarians as they lay aſleep, and made grel 
vock among em. Samuel and his Son were both 
_ gerouſly wounded, and had unavoidably been 
had they not lurk'd that Day among the Slain 
Night following they ſtole away to the Mounti 
e/£tolia, and from thence they eſcap'd with mu 
ficulty into Bulgaria, where Samuel was forc'd t0 
ry the Captive Son of the late Governor of 'Thij 
ca to his only Daughter, who was ſo deſperatt 
Love with him, that ſhe declar'd ſhe would d 
her ſelf unleſs her Father would permit her tobe 
ry'd to him. The Nuptial Solemnity being of 
new Son- in-Law was ſent to reſide with his N 
Dyrrachium, of which Place Samuel appointed hill 
vernor: But he had not been long there beld 
found an Opportunity of returning to Conf. 
where both he and his Wife, who readily att 
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e Emperor. 


Condition till his Death, and the Emperor gain d 
conſiderable Advantage in every Expedition he 
rtook againſt him. He took Vidina from him by 


t Careleſſneſs upon the Banks of the River Axim, 


the Emperor rewarded with the Dignity of a 
cian. Samuel was ſo far diſpirited by theſe fre- 
t Defeats, that he durſt no-more venture his For- 
in the open Field, but endeavour'd to circumvent 
w by Stratagem, and had cut him off with the 


here he had plac'd a ſtrong Guard, had not N- 


ids the South, from whence he fell upon the E- 


traits; immediately upon which the Bulgarians 
| their Backs, and fled away in the greateſt Con- 
. Many of 'em were kill'd in the Chace, and 
very narrowly eſcap'd thro' the Valour and 
Iut of his Son, who, with much difficulty car- 
im off into the Caſtle of Prilapus, or Prailaba in 
ia, Baſilius caus d the Eyes of all his Priſoners, of 
n he had many Thouſands, to be pluck'd out; 
o every hundred he aſſign'd a Man who had one 
eft, who had Orders to conduct em to Samuel. 


y his Misfortunes, was not able to ſtand the 
i of ſo terrible a Spectacle, but fell down in 2 
n; and tho' thoſe about him reſtor'd him to him- 
the helps of ſome ſtrong Spirits, for the pre- 
yet he dy d within two Days after. 

0 Baſilius promis'd himſelf, from the Death of 
no leſs than an entire Subjectiqn of all Bulga- 
K * | Wa | ria, 


; deliver'd up to him by Simeon the Governor, 


us Xipbias, Governor of Pbilippopola, with the 
ps under his Command, gain' dia Hill, which lay 


being already broken with Age, and weary'd 


=: 
hither, were honourably. receiv'd, and'preferr'd ; 
fer this Samuel's Affairs continu'd to be in a decli- A. D. 

100 I, 4 
His Suc- 


ceſs. . 


and having routed his Army, which lay wich 


eſt part of his Forces in the Straits of Cimba Lon- 


s Rear, and gave Baſilius an eaſie Entrance into 
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via, which he afterwards effected, yet at firfth 
with many Difficulties, and receiv'd great Opp 
from the Obſtinacy of ſome, and Perfidiouſneſ 
thers. Gabriel, the Son of Sanuel, ſucceeded hi 
ther as Prince of the Country; but being a Mu 
mean Capacity, though remarkable for his proc 
Strength, he was ſhortly after murder'd by the 
curement of Fobn Bladiſthlabus, a Perſon'nearly u 
to him, and whoſe Life he had formerly pref 
Baſilius after his late Victory, had purſu' d his 
queſts, and reduc d ſeveral of the ſtrong Caſtlesan 
tify'd Towns in the Country, in one of which he 
ſome of the Principal Men among the Bulgarian 
he kept with him as Inſtruments to facilitate 
ture Attempts. Here he receiv'd Letters from 
in which he inform'd him, that Gabriel being deat 
Bulgarian Kingdom was his, and promis'd to be 
himſelf as the Emperor's Subject and Vaſlal. 1 
Letters were follow'd ſhortly after with others 
the Bulgarians, who own'd themſelves Subjeds! 
Empire, and acknowledg'd a Submiſſion accord 
Baſilius receiv'd the Meſſengers very graciouſy 
promis d them his Favour and Protection; but! 
ſhortly after aſſur'd, that Foby had engag'd for 
than ever he intended to perform, he return'd the 
following into Bulgaria, and reſolv'd never to git 
till he had entirely ſubdu'd it. For having inn 
ſo often in Perſon, he thought his Honour woll 
ver ſuffer him to be at reſt till he had effected 
The Bulga. Conqueſt of it. Tho' the Emperor had molt 
riansſub- ſtrong Holds of the Country in his Hands, at 
mit them. Strength of the Bulgarian Army was broken in1 
2 5 meaſure by the late Wars, yet he found it 2 
Rs highly difficult to ſubdue a People animated wil 
love of Liberty, which they maintain'd to 8 
Gaſp, and defended their Country as others d 
Towns, loſing it by Piece-meal. But Fobs 
ſlain, after he had worn the Title of King and! 
ded it with great Valour for two Years and " 
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-nſion, and conferr'd the Title of Patrician on 
thoſe that ſeem'd the moſt forward ro comply, 
ſurrender'd up their Caſtles to him. At, Achridas, 
(chris, one of the chief Cities of the Country, he 
ſaluted with. the general Acclamations of the 
ple. There he ſeiz d on the vaſt Treaſure of the 
zrian Princes, among which were ſeveral rich 
ns adorn'd with Pearl, and a great quantity of 
d, which he diſtributed as a Donative among 
Soldiers. Shortly. after this, being return'd 
is Camp, the late King's Widow, attended by 
e of her Sons, and fix Daughters, together with 
r Princes of the Blood, came up to him, and did 
Homage. She had three other Sons by Jobn, 
dat firſt fled up into the Mountains; but hearing 
courteouſly the Emperor had receiv'd their. Bre- 
n, they voluncarily came down and ſubmitted. 


capable of raiſing any Troubles, who had not ſub- 
but ed to Bo/ilius : This was Ibatzes, a Man ally'd to 


given the World ſeveral Inſtances of his great 
rage and Conſtancy. This Man refuſing to ſub- 
to Neceſſity, or comply with the preſent poſture 
\fairs, ſeiz'd on a Mountain moſt difficult of 
els. where he reſolv'd to defend himſelf to the laſt 
emity. This Obſtinacy ſeem'd to put a dan- 
bus ſtop to the Progreſs of the Emperor's Arms, 
very much perplex'd him. He ſolicited him 


ertaken what in the end would draw inevitable 
ruction down upon his Head, and concluded 


008 large Promiſes of the mighty Advantages he had 
obo WE «p<&t from his Submiflion, [batzes continuing 
od with all the Emperor Could ſuggeſt, Euſta- 

- Daphnomelus, whom Baſilius had lately made 


4 Goyernc 


here now remain'd but one Man in all the Coun- 


Royal Family, and one, who, during the late Wars, 


eltly by Letter, to conſider how raſhly he had 


* 
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, th ae n l. bit mee DOING ro 
Emperor wich Offefs of a total and unfeigned 
\miſion. Baſilius receiv'd em with his uſual Con- 


* 


TY. 


Au. Governor of Achris, undertook a thing no lek | 


rate At- 
tempt. 


— 
( 
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porous in the Attempt, than extraordinary in 
Execution. Ibatzes was known to have a parti 
regard for the Feaft of the Aſſumption, 'to thel 
lebration of which Strangers, as well as Neighty 
were invited; and Dapbhnome lu, tho not invited, 
tur'd to be one among em. Being diſcoverdhy 
Sentinels, he declar d openly who he was, and dg 


em to inform their Maſter that he was come toh 


Gueſt at the Feſtival. 7barzes, ſurpriz d at bis 
neſs, who had thus unadviſedly thrown himſelfj 


an Enemy's Hands, receiv'd him very kindly ; 


Morning- Prayer being over, follow'd him, at hi 


queſt, into a remote Place convenient for Daphn 
his Deſign, where he pretended he had Matters d 
higheft Importance to communicate to him, | 
Dapbnomelas, who had two Men attending at 
diſtance, and with whom he had concerted the) 
ter before, watch'd his Opportunity, and threw 


ſuddenly to the Ground; the ſame Inſtant his | 


came up, and thruſting their Cloaths violently | 
his Mouth, forc'd both his Eyes out of his H 
When that was done they all three drew their Sw( 
and got into one of the higheſt Chambers in 
Caſtle, being prepar'd for the worſt that could! 


*em. As ſoon as the Fat was known great Mi 


tudes ran with a lamentable Outcry to the Ct 
threat'ning the Villains, for ſo they call'd 'em, 


the cruelleſt Death. Daphnomelus,; having firl 


courag'd his Men to defend themſelves to the util 
and by the Motion of his Hand from the Windos 
tain'd Silence from the incens'd Mob, told em, ! 


_ what was done proceeded not from any il Will to tb N 
of Ibatzes, but a juſt Regard to the Emperor s 0 
ho had commanded him to do it; That therefore they 


to conſider bim as no other than the Inſtrument” of tht 


peror's Pleaſure, who had both the Power and the 


wvindicate his own Authority, and revenge baten 
ſhould think fit upon that occaſion to att againſt bim im 
. 1 . = = T7 a 7 mo 


— 


7 


Servants ; That for. their Parts they werk reſolv'd ta 
their Lives as. dear as they could, and ſhould die with 


1 be uncertain, whether they ſhould receive more Ho- 
, or their Enemies Diſgrace,' in their Fall, The Mul- 


| Reſolution, that the moſt timerous among em 
drew immediately; and a few that were wiſer 
the reſt congratulated Daphnomelus upon his Suc- 
and promis'd an implicit Obedience to the Em- 
pt for the future. Dapbnomelus being thus deliver'd 
n the Danger that ſo eminently threaten d him, 
lhatzes off without any Oppoſition to Baſilius, 
) rewarded him with the Government of Dyrra- 
n, and all the rich Moveables of his Priſoner. 
Lflius, having thus reduc'd Ibatzes, endeavour'd, 
he beſt manner he could, to compoſe. and ſettle 
diſtracted Affairs of that Country; after which 
eturn d with his Priſoners, and ſeveral Hoſtages 
onſtantinople, where the People receiv'd him with 
y and Satisfaction anſwerable to his Succeſs. 
liter the Concluſion of this War, which took up a 
at part of this Emperor's Reign, we meet with 
e memorable till his Death. The Nations ad- 
ing to the Bulgarians, being leſs powerful, fol- 
d the ſame Fate, and did Homage to the Em- 
or. Some time before his Death, Xiphas, and 
pborm the Son of Bardas Phocas, rais d a Rebellion 


unning Management, ſo far wrought upon them, 
Xiphas circumvented Nicephoras, and flew him, 
hat means putting a ſtop to a Rebellion to which 
ad firſt given Life. Baſilius proceeded with great Se- 
y againſt all thoſe that had engag'd themſelves in 


le him arrogant and untractable, and yet he was 


1 


0 H. LXXXV- Baſil. I. Coaſt. VIt. + 1 
Satisfattion, that heing oppreſi d with  Multitudes is _ 


de were ſo affected with a Speech ſpoken ;with - 


Rebellion, ſparing none who appear'd in the leaſt 
ed to it. As hedeclin'd in Years he grew more 
ous and remorſeleſs; his great Succeſs in his Wars ' 
 feard. 


% 


inſt him, taking the Advantage of the Emperor's 
ence in an Expedition into Iberia : But Baſilius, by /ꝶ 
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fear'd and eſteem'd by his Subjects, who had { 
. ceivd a mean Opinion of his Brother Conſtantin, 
on the Account of his diſſolute unactive Life, 3% 
notwithſtanding his great Age, lov'd ſtill to be # 
Head of his Armies in Action; and being infy 
that the Saracens in Sicily committed great Infole 
upon the Subjects of the Empire, and infeſte( 

Sea Coaſts, he rais'd a powerful Army with an in 
to reſtrain and chaſtiſe em. Accordingly heſg 
a ſtrong Body of his Forces before, under the 
duct of Oreſtes his Favourite Eunuch, and inte 
to follow in Perſon ſhortly after, but was 
vented by Death in the Month of December, J 
1025, after he had liv'd ſeventy Years, - and rei 
fifty. 8 
This Emperor's Reign was long, and full of! 
on, throughout which he chofe rather to be k 
than belov'd by his Subjects. He affected a 9 
Command over his Paſſions, which however 
often got the Aſcendant over him upon the ſmil 
Provocations. 'Tho' from his Youth he was n 
addicted to the Wars, yet he took little or no! 
to ingratiate himſelf with the Soldiers, who noti 
ſtanding reſpe&ed his Perſon, and obey'd him cli 
fully. He had little or no Eſteem for Learning 
learned Men, tho' in other reſpects he frequent) 
pear'd deſirous of Fame, and was often guilty of Ol 
tation. He took à great Delight in keeping 
Coffers full, and had collected vaſt quantitie 
Pearls, and rich Jewels, with which he nevet 
pear'd but upon great Feſtivals, and when he 
Audience to Foreign Ambaſſadors. However 
was highly eſteem'd by the generality of his Sub 
for his diligent Application to publick Affairs, and 
fortunate Succeſs in all his Undertakings. *Tis ml 
to his Reputation, that he at length effected ani 
lute Conqueſt over the Bulgariant, which had | 
long time been in vain attempted by ſo many d 
Predeceſſors. © Baſilins dy'd in the ſecond Year oft 


— 
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the Firſt Emperor of Germany, and of Jobn the 
neteenth Pope of Rome, and ſixth of Ferdinand the 
King of Caſtile. | 1 


— * * 


n the Death of Baſilius to the Reign of Alexius 
Comnanus, in whoſe Time the Weſtern Chriſti- 
ans undertook their Expedition into the Holy 
Land. W 8 


Containing the Space of Fifty Six Tears. 


H O' Conftantine had born the Name of Empe- J. D. 
ror in Conjunction with his Brother, and 1026. 
ght be thought, as wel from his Age as Experi- 
e, to be juſtly qualify'd for that Supream Dignity, | 
t in every reſpect he behav'd himſelf altogether 
worthy of it; and it too viſibly appear'd after Baſi- 

his Death, that it was happy for the State he did 


t die before. For Conſtantine being a diſſolute, Conſtar- 
ious Prince in his own Nature, employ'd none tine -u 


ing out him but Perſons as infamous as himſelf, pre- 12597. 
ing em to the moſt conſiderable Employ ments in — 

Ou Government. Theſe Men, that they might an- 

ing er the Ends for which they were advanc d, op- 


eſs d the Provinces, and burden'd the People, fo 
at the State may be ſaid to ſuffer more under the 
ort Reign of this Emperor, than ic had proſper'd 
der thoſe of Nicephorus, Zimiſces and Baſilius, who, 
d ſeverally contributed ſo exceedingly to the 
rength and Advancement of it. Beſides, Conftan- 
e appear'd no leſs zealous in the Oppreſſion and 
uin of good and worthy Men, eſpecially ſuch as 
 imagin d had formerly been forward to diſcover - 
vicious Practices to his Brother; ſo that a Day 
udly paſs'd that was not made infamous by the 
0 3 Fall 
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Fall of ſome Great Man, whoſe Virtues wen 
only Crimes. - Amongſt the reſt Nicephorus Cay 
was as remarkable for his Diſgrace as he was reno 
for his Virtue. Nicephorus had for ſome time a 
manded a Body of the Imperial Forces upon the] 
ders againſt the Saracens ; and having obſery'd thy 
Soldiers by degrees grew wanton and effemingte, 
labour d to re-eſtabliſh the ancient Diſcipline amg 
*<m, and after he had, by frequent Exhortation;, 
minded em of their Duty, he bound em all, 
voluntary Oath, never to forſake him, but op 
the Enemy to the laſt extremity. When the Reg 
of this honourable Aſſociation was brought to 
ſtantinople, the Emperor's cowardly effeminate 
niſters repreſented the thing to be of ſo dangera 
Conſequence to his Safety, that they eaſily preng 
with him to have Nicephorus depriv'd of his G 
mand, and ſhortly after to have his Eyes pluck d. 
He proceeded with the ſame Severity and Injull 
againſt Bardas the Son of the late famous Pl 
whoſe extraordinary Merit had render d him ſuſpe& 
or envy'd by the unworthy Emperor; for which q 
ſon he ſuborn'd Witneſſes, who accus'd him of G 
fpiring againtt Conſtantine, who gave an open Ea 
their Accuſations, and puniſh'd him according 
Theſe Proceedings againſt Men of the greatelt 
putation in the Empire rais'd a. general Diſconit 
among the People, and that gave a Beginning tol 
veral Mutinies and Inſurrections, which howe 
were all happily ſuppreſs'd, and che Emperor's al 
Care was to puniſh thoſe who had leaſt deſervd 
For all thoſe of any Power in the State, who 
too good to be his Favouri.es, and diſlik'd the N 
nagement of Affairs, were by ſubtle colluſive A 
ments prov'd guilty, and remov'd to make ] ]; 
others more agreeable to the preſent Temper ol 
Court. Theſe his Proceedings at home exposd ll 
to the Contempt of the Nations abroad, ſo that ſe 
ral Irruptions were made into the Territories of 
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pire, but were, with much ado, reſtrain'd by the 
it Diligence of thoſe who commanded on the 
ders. At length Confantine, being declin'd in 


zerouſly ill, and was given over by bis Phyſicians. 
had three Daughters by Helena, the Daughter of 
vin the Patrician, but never a Son, ſo that the 
ple Court was divided into ſeveral Cabals upon 
gnation of a Succeſſor, Some propos'd Conſtan- 


ces in Armenia; and others labour'd with great 


Family, and nearly ally'd to the Emperor. It 
concluded, that whoever ſucceeded ſhould mar- 
one of the Emperor's Daughters, which at firſt 


d with him to ſend for Romanus, and propoſe to 


tinu'd for ſome time undetermin'd, till his Wife, 
ring of the Conditions, and fearing leſt his Con- 
Icy would coſt him his Eyes, voluntarily ſhav'd her 
and turn'd Nun: By this means ſhe made room 
Zoe the Emperor's ſecond Daughter, to whom he 
ſhortly after marry'd, and created Ceſar. Up- 
the third Day after the Nuptials Conſtantine dy'd, 
rhe had liv'd ſomething more than Seventy Years, 
had been Emperor without a Collegue almoft 
e, A. D. 1028. 8 


re careful Prince. Hereleas'd the People of many 


. , wich which ſeveral of his Predeceſſors, eſpeci- 
1 Wy Conſtantine, had burden d em, and recommended 
; elf by ſeveral Acts of Grace and Royal Favours. 


Liberality to the Church was extrordinary, as was 
viſe his Indulgence to thoſe who had been taken 


rs, and enervated by his ſenſual Pleaſures, fell 


; Delaſſenus, who at that time commanded the 


neſtneſs for Romanus Argyrus, a Man of an anci- 


either to loſe his Eyes, or marry one of the Em- | 
or's Daughters, and be created Cæſar. Romanus , 


menus being thus beyond Expectation rais'd to Romanus 


Imperial Dignity, at firſt behav'd himſelf like an , 


Priſoners .- 


d much to oppoſe thoſe who were for the Pro- 
ion of Rowan, who was already marry'd ; but 
y, having the greateſt-Intereſt in Conſtantine, pre- 


% n. Roman Hab. "Wa 
| Priſoners in the late Wars, and were detain'din 

tivity ; for he generouſly releas'd em at his gyn 

pence, and gave thoſe who where in Neceſlity,ag 

fortable Subſiſtance at their Return home: D 

the whole Reign of his Predeceſſor, the Empire 

infeſted with a moſt grievous Drought; but now 

if Divine Providence had been aton'd by theſe] 

of Charity, the Earth was again refreſh'd by ſeak 

ble Rains, which produc'd an abundance of all Fri 

| eſpecially of Oil. 1 575 c vo 

The Hair: But whilſt the People at Conſtantianople were com 

in cheEaft, tulating their new Emperor for his auſpicious Raj 

| the Roman Intereſt receiv'd a great Blow from the! 

of the Saracens in the Eaſt, which was chiefly ow 

to the Indiſcretion of Spondyles, whom Conſtantinel 

made Governor of Antioch. The Emperor Niel 

as has been obſerv'd before, very much enlarg 

Borders of the Empire in Syria and Phenicia, ul 

he recover'd moſt of the Cities, and his Succeſſor 

miſces purſu'd the Conqueſt as far as Damaſcus. ] 

Beginning of Baſilius his Reign — buſied in the G 

Wars, and they were ſucceeded by that with the! 

arians, in which he was ſo wholly employ'd, that 

aſtern Parts lay neglected, which encourage d the 

racens to prepare for ſome Action, tho” they attem 

nothing whilſt that Emperor liv'd ; but under the 

ſolute Government of his Succeſſor they openly 

_ clar'd themſelves, whereupon the chief Cities in 

Eaſt threw off the Yoke, and aſſerting their Lib 

maſſacred all the Soldiers that were Garriſon d am 

The Sara · em. None appear'd more active in this Revoluii 

than the Governor or Cailiph of Berræa, who by 

continu'd Incurſions grievouſly infeſted Antioch, 

the adjacent Country. Spondyles endeayour d inet 

Engagements to reſtrain him, but being conllat 

worſted by him, he return'd with much Diſhon 

into the City, where he was over-reach'd by the 

tilty of Aſalaptius a Captive Arabian, who, percei 

his Vanity and Indiſcretion, undercook to peiſ 

\. | mig 
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lin ty Matters againſt the Saracens, if he might but 
rat Liberty, and particularly thow'd Spondyles a 

of Ground, whereon if he might be permitted 

nid a Fort, he promis'd to make it eminent! 


the Arabian had advanc'd ; and having given 
his Liberty committed the Building of the Fort 
is Care; and when it was finiſh'd Garrifon'd it 


us, who, having thus accomphiſh'd his Ends, 
tain'd a Correſpondence with the General of the 
cent, who ſent him a Body of Men to whom he 
nder'd the Caſtle; having firſt, by their Aſſiſtance, 
all the Garriſon to the Sword. bee 


on againſt the Infidels, with a purpoſe to redeem, 
flible, ſo much Loſs and Difgrace, and proſe- 
the War with Vigour. But before he was ad- 
d far on his Way, the Saracens, upon à Report 
is mighty Preparations, ſent their Meſſengers 
Preſents from Berræa to ask Pardon for what 
paſt, and promiſe to return to their former Obedi- 
, and faithfully pay their, uſual Tribute for the 
e. Thoſe of moſt Experience in the Army ad- 
Romanus to accept of their Submiſſion, and pro- 
no farther, alledging, among other Reaſons, 
in the Summer time Syria ſtuod much in want of 
r; that the Saracens, being accuſtom'd to it, 
d endure both Heat and Thirſt; but that the Ro- 


ort themſelves under neither. Romanus had done 


g poſſeſs'd' with a Vanity of the great Honour 
ould acquire, he rejected the Meſſengers with 
an, and proceeded on in his Expedition. Being 


encamp. 


ceable to the Emperor. Spondyles readily believ d 


2 thouſand Men under the Command of Aſa- 


ereupon the Emperor, having remov'd Spondyles The Empe- © 

his Command, refolv'd upon an Expedition in 2 Exbe- 
it ion f 

gainſt bl - 


being loaden with their heavy Armour, could 


ly had he liſten'd to theſe Remonſtrances, but 


d into Syria he detach'd a Party, who were to 
Ive the Motions of the Enemy, and diſcover. 
feabouts the Army might moſt commodiouſly 


The Ro- 
dieſtrey d. 


. 


\ 


 fJent out to Forage ; and knowing well enoy 


Man conſider d how he might beſt ſecure hin 


and march to. Antivch., Accordingly, as ſoon 


man Army biant, who. were very well inform'd of the State 


| pits without the Aſſiſtance of an Enemy, ran ſh 


De Rims Hiſtory. "Wl; 
encamp. This Party fell unhappily into an þ 
cade laid deſignedly fer em, and were all cu 
with which Succeſs the Saracens were ſo entoi 
that they intercepted thoſe of the Romans. tha 


what their greateſt Want conſiſted, cut off their! 
plies of Water, by which means the Army 
time reduc'd to the laſt Extremity. Conſt antini 
ſenus, who had lately before been nam'd- by ſon 
ſucceed Conſtantine the late Emperor, was ſent 
with a ſufficient Power to reſtrain the Saracmy 
cover the Foragers; but he being a Man of z 
cowardly: Spirit, ran back in great Confuſion 
firſt Appearance of the Enemy, and ſtruck the 
of the Army, with ſuch Conſternation; that 


and in a Council of War it was reſolv'd to deg 


was Light, the whole Army broke up, and ins 
and ſickly Condition began to march. The! 


were in, Way-laid 'em ; and having drawn en 
a Place convenient for their purpoſe, fell with 
Violence upon em, whilſt the Romans, ready tt 


- 


ully away, and were either taken, or kill'd by 
Purſuers, or born down and trodden to piece 
their Fellows. The Emperor himſelf, being e 
geoully defended by his own Guards, eſcapd 
much difficulty to Antioch, where he found time tt 
fle& on the ill Succeſs of his raſh and unfortunatel 
dertaking. The Enemy got all the Emperors 1 
gage, which they might have carry'd off without 
Oppoſition, had they not been over-reach'd by a 
ragem of their own deviſing. George Maniaces; al 
donian, was at that time Governor of a {mall Prot 
and a Town of no little Importance for the Em 
in thoſe Parts; hither eight hundred of the Sad 
loaden with the rich Plunder of the Emperor C 
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, acer the Purſuit was over, and ſummon'd A4. 

to ſurrender, affirming that the Emperor himſelf 

taken, his Army totally defeated, and that it was 

flible for him to hold out againſt the reſolute 
guerors; to confirm what they with ſo much \ 
hdence had alledg'd, they ſhow'd him their rich 

y, and promis'd him mighty Favours upon Con- 

n he would ſubmit, otherwiſe that he muſt ex- 

nothing but an inevitable Deſtruction.  Maniaces, 
rdoubtful of the Truth of what they had afficm'd; 

ſoly'd to ſell the City as dear as he could, feem'd 

ive Credit to their Information ; and having 

dem for their kind Advice, he ſent em ont a 
quantity of Proviſions, with which he deſir d 

o refreſh themſelves that Night, and promis'd to 

er up the Town to em as ſoon as it was Light. 

Infidels believ d all he ſaid; and without any Diſ- 

eat and drunk to that exceſs, that when Maniaces 

out at Midnight, as he had before determin d, he 

em drunk and aſleep, and kill'd em all before 

were able to make the leaſt Reſiſtance. Aftet᷑ 

h he took two hundred and eighty Camels loaden 

the rich Effects of the late Victory, all which 
reſented to the Emperor, who by that time 

ot into Cappadocia, and was ſo ſenſible of this ſea · 

le piece of Service, that he made Maniaces Cap- 

vr Governor of the Lower Media. After this he | 
nd very dejected to Conftantinople, where, as if his 

dueceſs had diſcourag'd him from any Warlike At- 
s for the füture, he buſied himſelf in ſevere Ex Roman 
ns, and oppreſſing his Subjects at home. He ** 5" 


d his Claim to old Debts, thought to have been . 


od in utter Oblivion, and proceeded with ſo inex- 
ea Rigour in the Recovery of em, that many 
ass of noble Families and large Inheritances were 
ound" from their Eſtates, and conſtrain'd to beg their” 


mp from Door to Door. Tho' the Money, rais'd 
ae enele Claims, ought to have been lodg'd in the 
ck Treaſury, where it 2 due, yet was ** 8 
: E er | 
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other immenſe Sums, by which the Exchegue 
exhauſted, conſum'd in expenſive Buildings, y 
Bow'd on Monks, on whom he conferr'd whole 
and Provinces at once; and they being thus ey 
by the Profuſe and Superſtitious Emperor, ten 
the Auſterities of Life to which they were by V{ 
gag d, and grew Voluptuous, Proud and Effemit 
Theſe Proceedings of the Emperor rais'da g 
Diſcontent in the People, which gave a Begin 
ſeveral Plots and Commotions inthe State. Conf 
the late Emperor, left behind him two Davughm 
fide Zoe the Empreſs. The eldeft of which, Gall 
_ docia, having been disfigur'd by the Plague, turn 
and Theodora,the youngeſt, refuſing to marry ! 
either becauſe he was too near a Kin to her, 
retended, or for that his firſt Wife, of whom me 
as been made before, was ſtill alive, afterward 
Life to ſeveral Plots and Undertakings againſt 
for which Treaſon Zoe the Empreſs had her 
conſtrain'd her to turn Nun, and confin'd het 
Monaſtery, from whence we ſhall ſee her re 
| hereafter, to appear cloath'd in the Imperial pu 
At the ſame time that the Court was diſtrad 
_ theſe Fears and Jealouſies, ſo great a Plague a 
mine rag d throughout Cappadocia,Papblagonia, A 
and ſeveral other Provinces, that the Inhabitans 
fore d to leave their Dwellings, and diſperſe! 
ſelves into other Parts of the Empire. This w 
ceeded by a terrible Earthquake, and that by a 
which paſs'd from the North towards the Soul 
à terrible Noiſe, and ſeem'd to inflame the'whi 
rizon. And indeed the Hiſtories of theſe Tin 
full of ſurprizing Prodigies, which for ſeveral 
together ſeem'd to threaten the Empire, and des 
the Wrath of Heav'n againſt it. Tho' Roman l 
ces proſper d abroad, and obtain'd ſeveral con 
ble Advantages over the Infidels near Babylon in 
and againſt the African Saracens, whoſe Fleet! 
ſtroy d by Nicephorus Carentenus, his Admiral 2 
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ellick Misfortunes made him reflect on his paſt 


npaſſion. He re- edify d the Hoſpitals near Con- 
inple, erected for the Relief of the Poor, and that 
been deſtroy d by the late Earthquakes, and re- 
ing the Aqueducts, ſupply d the City with Water 
which it began to be in great want. The reſt of 
ime, which. was not aflign'd to theſe Ads of Cha- 
| was employ'd in his Devotions, and Converſa- 
with religious Perſons, whom he carefully re- 
d, protected and encourag d; ſo that, in all pro- 
lity, he would have dy d univerſally lamented 


oblige, had his Empreſs ſuffer'd him to live longer. 
was ſixty Years of Age when he was firſt mar- 
to her, notwithſtanding which he flatter d him- 
with many Years to come, and the Happineſs of 


ht enable him to meet her with a vigorous Hea 
omitted no Arts to make himſelf ſtrong, an 
are her for Conception. The Empreſs, being 
hot and amorous Conſtitution, made uſe of. 
ms and Inchantments to provoke and allure 
but when he found all his Endeavonrs prov'd 
tecual, he totally declin'd ſuch Conjugal Viſits, 
g by Nature averſe, and by Age become incapa- 
of thoſe Carnal Conflicts. The Empreſs, whilſt 
ad no other Object to provoke her Luſt,bore with 
patiently ; but having at length caſt her Eyes on 
el, the Brother of Fob», an Eunuch in great Au- 
ty with the Emperor, an adulterate Heat incens'd 


ſe him out of the Way. The Account we have of 
Action ſhows us how ungovernable Women are in 

Luſt, when they are abandon'd to it; for tho 
hated Fobn to the laſt degree, yet had ſhe no ſooner 
Main'd a Paſſion for Michael, but ſhe quitted her 


2 


— * : — 
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ions, and inclin'd him to Works of Mercy and 


is Subjects, whom he now labour'd to reconcile 


dren to ſucceed him. Accordingly at firſt he 
e uſe of Ointments and other Expedients, that 


apainſt him, and provok'd her ſhortly after to re- 


ir Reſentments, and frequently entertain d a fa- 
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miliar Converſation with him, tho for no other 
ſon, but that ſhe might have an Opportunity ot 
ing his Brother, who, through the Eunuch's Int 
was made one of the Bed-Chamber,into the Diſcoy 
 Fobn was at firſt ſurpriz'd at this unuſual Condel 
ſion in the Empreſs ; but when he found, from re 
ed Obſervations , that his Brother was ftill the! 
ling Topick of her Converſation, he acquaintet 
with what he had obſerv'd, and advis'd him, ift 
ſhe apply'd her ſelf familiarly to him, to recein 
with the Air of a Lover, and never recede i 
had won the laſt Favour from her, which, he thou 

might with little or no Difficulty be obtain d. 
_ chael, thus inſtructed, found an eaſie Conquelt, 
their Amours grew at firſt the Diſcourfe of the Ct 
and afterwards of the whole City, the Emperor! 
ſelf, as ic is uſual in thoſe Caſes, being the lalt 
entertain d any Suſpicion of it. Some ſay het 
Michael with it, who ſolemnly upon Oath den) 
for which Perjury he was ſaid to be ſtruck with! 
rible Diſeaſe, being ſeiz'd with a Frenzy, and d 
ful Convulſions at his Eyes, which made him g 
by the Emperor, who ſuſpected him no longer, 
thought him a very unfit Perſon to allure an Enj 
to his Embraces. Others ſay Romanus was throij 
convinc'd of their Intrigues, but knowing from 
perience how wantonly the Empreſs was indl 
wink'd at her Practices, leſt he ſhould provoke If 

be more infamouſly a Proſtitute. However it 
this Impunity coſt the aged Emperor his Like 
Zoe, grown impatient of being any longer col 
in her Amours, which ſhe was forc'd to manage kl 
ly and in fear, reſolv'd, by the Death of the Em 
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I to make way for a more open and avow'd Enjoy 
ll of em, and for that purpoſe gave him a Pa ty 
RNomanus Which working ſlowly ſeiz'd him inſenſibly, 9M, 
| po degrees deſtroy'd him. As it began to work MW. 

1 * ſwell'd, and was diſcolour d; his Hair fell of id, 


he labour d under a Difficulty of Refpiration. 


— 
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had no reaſon to diſtruſt the Effects of her Phy- 
yet was ſhe ſo impatient, that ſhe order d her * 
atures, appointed to that purpoſe, to Stifle him on L fifed it 
leventh, or, as ſome ſay, on the fifteenth of April, Bel. 
olding his Head under Water, as he was refreſh- - 
himſelf in a Bath, out of which he was remoy'd 
; Bed Speechleſs, but not quite Dead. Thither 
Empreſs haſten'd with an affected Lamentation to 
zil the Loſs ſhe had her ſelf procur d, and left him 
ill ſhe ſaw him breathe his laſt, after he had | 
d five Years and fix Months, A. D. 1034. | | | 
mas had in his Youth apply'd himſelf to Learn- Hi Che. 
and had a good taſte of the old Greek Authors, er. 
ome Knowledge of the Civil Laws, and for chat 
n he appear'd a great Encourager of learned Men 
his Advancement to the Imperial Dignity, of 
he ſeem'd more worthy before his Creation, 
capable after he was elected. Tho' for his ma- 
& of Juſtice and Charity, as well at the Begin- 
a5 the latter End of his Reign, he is deſervedly 
number'd among thoſe who govern'd well ; he 
t, in all probability, have been happier, as he 
| undoubtedly have liv'd longer, in a private 
; but ſhe, who gave him the Empire, procur'd 
ikewiſe his Death, not more to the Detriment 
ate than her own Shame and Diſgrace. | 
e Emperor-being dead, whilſt the Paſſion of out 
ur, or the Office appointed for Good- Friday, was 
ated in the Church, Alexius the Patriarch, igno- 
ff what had been tranſacted at Court, was ſent 
ther in great haſte, as by Command from Ro- 
„whom, at his coming, he found dead; and 
Introduc'd to Zoe ſhe commanded him to mar- 
to Michael. The Patriarch, ſurpriz'd at the Michael 
ty, as well as Heinouſneb of the thing, ſtood IV. 
tor ſome time, and declin'd the Office, till 
ind the Empreſs preſented him with fifty Pounds 
ch and gave as much more to his Clergy, and i 
ld upon him to comply. By this means -x b 
8 _—_ -. 
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Michael 
the Pa ph - 
lagonian. 
made Em- 
peror. 
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cbael was advanc'd to the Throne, and was h. 


with Zoe not only in the Bed, but in the lag 
Power, which Zoe at firſt thought to reſerve ent 
her ſelf, and to be abſolute in the Empire. 0 
Fobn the Eunuch, ' Michael's Brother, who kne 


ambirious, as well as amorous Temper of Zoe, wy 


aonanly aware, and therefore refleting on R 
| Fate, he ſuddenly remov'd all the Wome 
whom ſhe had any Confidence, from her; Ie 
miſs'd all the Eunuchs, and ſubſtituted his own 
Friends, and moſt intimate Acquaintance in the 
ces, by which means ſhe was confin'd-in a mani 
to a Priſon, being able to do nothing of the leal 
ment without his Knowledge and Approbation. 
When the Eunuch had thus, as it were, dil 
her, and prevented her from doing any Miſch 
home, he diſpatch'd his Letters into the Prof 
by which the Governors were acquainted wit 
Death of Romanus, and the Succeſſion of M 
who, he ſaid, was by common Conſent mary 
Zee the late Emperor's Widow. None of thel 
Men ſeem'd diſpleas'd as this Alteration, but 

tinus Delaſſenus, of whorn mention has been m 

ready, who being one of the firſt Quality in ti 


pire, was hi by offended that a Man of 


obſcure Birth ſhould be preferr'd to others! 


_ higheſt Rank and Deſerts. Jobn, knowing tht 


reſt as well as the Ambition of Delaſſenus, ende 
by all means to gain him, and at length, after 
Diffidence on the one fide, and Promiſes, MM 


Oaths, and Aſſeverations on the other, prevail 


him to come to Court, where he was very 
receiv'd at firſt, but ſhortly after was baniſh 
a form'd Accuſatiori, into the Iſland Protsj 
thence he was remov'd to a ſtrong Tower, Wh 
was confin'd till after the Baniſhment of MM 
pbates, when Zoe the: Empreſs ſent for him 0 
At the ſame time Fobn remov'd and conhind 


thers, in whom he chought he could not ſafel 
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amongft the reſt Conſtantinus Monomachus,, who, 
in his turn he came to be Emperor, remember d 
at manner he had proceeded againſt him. Ha- 
thus remov'd thoſe, whom he thought ill af- 
to his Family, he committed the Government 
provinces, and the Charge of Civil Affairs to 
but Eunuchs. Maniaces, whom the late | 
ad made Governor of Edeſſa, was remov'd to the 
r Media, left continuing long in one Place, his 
eſt might in time grow ſo ſtrong as to render 
ormidable to the Emperor. Nicetas, the Emperor's 
er, was made Governor of Antioch, where dying 
ly after, he was ſucceeded by his other Brother 
mine, enrich'd with the Eſtates of three of the 
wealthy Men in Afa, who had been baniſh'd up- 
pretence of holding a Treaſonable Correſpon- 
e with Deloſſenus. For all this while the fupream Jobn the | 
er reſted in Jobn, tho' the Name of Emperor was — ; 
d to Michael, who, beſides the ill Condition of e zmpe- 
body, began to be diſtemper'd in his Mind, and or, ge. 
cious of the great Sin he had committed in the vr» al. 
ther of Rowanw, he apply d himſelf wholly to his 
tions, hoping, by Acts of Pi and Liberality 
e Poor, to expiate his great ; tho'\,-as 
riters of thoſe Times obſerve, all he did upon 
Account could profit him little or nothing, ſince 
ill lay in the Arms of the Adultereſs, and enjoy d 
rice of Murder and Treaſon. When Fobn ob- 
the dangerous Condition of his Brother's Health, 
oncluded, if he dy'd, the Empreſs, upon the Re- 
ry of her Authority, would gratiſie her Revenge 
the Ruin of him and all his Family, if ſome Ex- 
nt was not found out to prevent it. At his In- 
tion therefore the Emperor oted Michael, 
amd Calapbates, his Siſtet s Son, to the Dignity of 
and baniſk'd all the Brothers and Relations of 
1us, ſo jealous was Jobs grown of that Man. 
188" bis while Zee the Empreſs was highly provok'd 
Feſtraint put upon 1 looking on Fobs — 
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no other than her Goaler, endeavour'd to get q 


him by Poiſon, but the Deſign was diſcover d he 


it could be executed, and ſerv'd only to admoniſh 

to ſtand more upon his Guard for the future, '] 
happen d in the third Year of this Emperor's Re 
which was remarkable for a Truce of thirty Years 
cluded" berwixt him and the Egyptian Saracens, 
Caliph being lately dead, his Widow is ſaid to 
embrac'd Chriſtianity, together wich her Son, an 
have offer d Peace to the Romans. The Year foll 
ing was no leſs remarkable for three ſeveral I 
quakes, which did great Miſchief in ſeveral Pay 
the Empire; and for the Attempt of the Saracen! 
the City of Edeſſa, which narrowly eſcap'd falling 


A Daſignef to their Hands. Twelve of the Principal Men oft 


the Sata- 
cens pon 
Edeſſa pre- 


a 1 . 
4 * 


Nation came to the Governor of that City wid 
hundred Horſe, and as many Camels, all loaden 
heavy Boxes: They pretended the Boxes cont 
Preſents, which they were carrying to the Empt 
and defir'd they might be admitted into the Ti 
The Governor entertain'd the twelve Perſons 
great Civility at a Feaſt, but, knowing the dea 
Practices of that Nation, refus'd to receive the H 
men and Camels into the City, which was pret 
by this Diffidence ; for there was no lefs than ti 
thouſand arm'd Men conceal'd in thoſe Boxes, 
were order'd in the dead of Night to get in 
Caſtle, and, having kill'd the Sentinels, they We 
ſecure both that and the Town. The Deſign 
diſcover'd to the Governor by a poor Armenia 
left the Feaſt on a ſudden, and taking a ful 
Force with him, ſeiz d on the Saracens as the) 
without the Town, and kill'd every one of em 
the Spot: After which he return'd to his 
who met with much the ſame: Treatment from 
for he ſpar d but one, whom having depriy di 
Hand, Ears, and Noſe, he ſent him home it 


Condition to give his Country men an Accoll 
their Succeſs. All this while Zoe enjoy 'd fimal 
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c late unnatural Treaſon and Adultery; for be- 
chat J7obn obſerv'd her with a wary Eye, and 
and the natural Impetuoſity of her Spirit; the 
erors Diſtemper had by this time prevail'd fo 
b upon him, that he was not only grown infirm, 
incapable of concurring with her wanton Deſires, 
o alter'd in his Perſop, which was at firſt ex- 
„ing beautiful, that he was now: deform'd and 
anMhſome. This ſerv'd- only to augment the — 
bort of John, Zoe s moſt implacable Adverſary; 
hilft the Emperor, who beſides his old Diſtemper 
ow grie vouſly afflicted with a Dropſie, abandon d 
elf to Acts of Penitence and Devotion, Fobn go- 
in the Empire with an unlimited Power, which 
eu ade uſe of to the Oppreſſion and Impoveriſh- 
of the People, and the Aggrandizing his own 
u ily. And as if theſe Calamities were not ſufficient 
n umble and correct a guilty People, terrible Earth- wh 
nies and deſtructive Tempeſts ſeem'd to ſhake the S | 
dations of the Earth, which, tho' horrible and |, _ 
ing in themſelves, ſeem'd to bring this Comfort i 
edi them, that they denounc'd the approaching Fall 74 Bulge 
| e Tyrants. Theſe domeſtick Calamities were fol- rians ve. 
relied by others from abroad, which were like to have ond, uy 
e fatal to the Empire; for the Bulgarians revolted Holianus 
es, Wer lame Year, and threw off their Allegiance, Kg; 
inn itizen of Conſtantinople. had in his Service a Bul- 
wei , call'd Deleanus, or Dolianus, who running from 
n laſter upon fome Provocations given him, eſcap'd 
i E-/227i2, where he confidently affirm'd he was 
uf on of Gabriel, and Grandſon to Samuel, late King 
bet Country; being a Man of a ready Wit and 
m J0nable Appearance, the giddy Bulgarians, grown 
y of the Yoke to which they had but lately ſub- 
ed, receiv'd him with joyful Acclamations, and 
d eim'd him King, cruelly murdering all the Ro- 
in WF that had the Misfortune to fall into their Hands. 
os Inſurrection was follow'd by a Revolt of the 
| itants of Dyrrachium in Albania, occalion'd by 
an 
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' at unſeaſonable Quarrel betwixt Michael Der 
a Tribune in the Army, and Bafilins Synadimm 
vernor of that City. For as he was marching ol 
againſt the Bulgarians with the Forces garriſon 
that Place, the Contention was carry'd ſo hiph 
tween *em, that the Tribune accus'd ademn; 
Treaſon at Court; whereupon he was ſeiz'd by 
der from the Emperor, and ſent Priſoner to Ti 
lonica, and the Accuſer was preferr'd to the Gow 
ment of Dyrrachium in his ſtead; in which he 
hav'd himſelf with ſo much Infolence, and 
preſs'd the Inhabitants with ſuch cruel Exagii 
that they roſe up againſt him, and forc'd him oi 
the Town. When this was done, and they 


i415, Conſider how the Matter would be reſented by 


inbabi, Emperor, deſpairing of Pardon they openly reval 


tense and choſe Teicbomere, a Soldier of great Reputati 
D!yrachi- mong them, for their King. a 
4 This unexpected Election at firſt very much | 
Teicho- priz d Deleanus and his Adherents, for there were... 
mere for two great Factions in Bulgaria, and neither of en 
1 King. ry likely to attain their Ends, but rather to effe#t 
other's Ruin. Of this Deleanus was very ſenſible, WM. 
therefore endeavour᷑ d to obtain that by Arrifice, Mag 
Fortune ſeem'd to deny to more open Attempts. | 
cordingly he ſent Teichomere a very obliging LA 
in which he told him how well pleas'd he 2 
to have him for his Collegue, and earneftly i 
him to come and ſhare the Sovereignty with Mul 
Teichomere, who had more of the Soldier than vt © 
man, believ'd him ſincere in his Profeffions, and! 

without any diſtruſt and join'd with him. When re 
leans had thus got him, as he thought, into hi he 
er, he watch'd his Opportunity, and in a Mh. 

Speech, which he made to the Soldiers, he told Wir 
He was of Opinion Bulgaria | would not admit ns. 
Kings together, and that therefore they ought tio | 
confirm bis Eleftion, who was deſcended from Yr; 
and remove Teichomere, or if -rbey +bought "|. 
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en to fob liſh bim. This Speech at firſt crea- 
a great Conteſt in the Army, by whom Teicho- 


vas entirely belov'd ; but at length Beleanus his 
oa prevaibd, not only in the Choice of him vb « 
bei King, but the Stoning of the unbappy Te. Hen 4 10 


„ee; by whoſe Death Deleanns being become ab- oy 


te without a Rival, he march'd with his Army to- 
ds Tbeſſalonica, where he heard the Emperor lay, 
, upon the firſt Report of Deleanus his Approach, 
in a precipitate manner to Conſtantinople, leaving 
his Baggage and Treaſure behind him to the care 
Manuel Ibatxa, one of his Domeſticks, who ha- 
g Orders to follow with it after him, betray'd his 
|, and carry'd it over to Deleanns, whoſe Party 
s ſtrengthen'd by ſome new Acceſſion almoſt every 
y; ſo that in a ſhort Time he took not only Dyr- 
hum, and the Territories adjoining to it, but al- 
t the whole Province of Nicopolzs, whilſt Jobn 

Eunuch, inſtead of preventing the ill Confe- 
ences of ſuch a Revolution, and providing Forces 
oppoſe and ſuppreſs the Uſurper, grew more li- 
tious in his Exactions, and diſguſted moſt of thoſe 
o had the Power or Will to ſerve the Emperor. A- 
ng theſe was Alufianus, the Son of Aaron, and Bro- \ 
rto John, the laſt King of Bulgaria, who, when 
t Country ſubmitted to Baflius,” was kindly re- 
Wd by the Emperor, and gtatify'd with the Dig- 

of a Patrician; but now, being accus'd of ſome 
juſt Proceedings, he was forbidden the Court till 
Cauſe could be brought to an Hearing, and ob- 
'd to pay a great Sum of Gold to John, who 
dreover forc'd a beautiful Woman from him, whom 
had kept ſecretly in the Country, and for whom 
had a very extraordinary Paſſion, which incens d 
m more than all the reſt; wherefore cloathing 
ſelf in an Armenian Habit he got 'undiſcover'd 
lO Bulgaria, where the generality of the People re- 

1d him with great Demonſtrations' of Joy, and 
anus carefs'd him outwardly with much T * 

| | neſs, 
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| Kinſman to the Emperor, defended with fo'n 


titors, for Deleanus would aſcribe the late Overtt 


him drunk, and then pluck d out his Eyes; imm 


a Reward as his Service might be thought to dele 


ver ſerv'd only to quicken him, and make him Ml 
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neſs, but was inwardly offended at the Preſeng 
one, who was a real Deſcendant of that Fami 
which he pretended himſelf a Member. Ob. 
how entirely. the Soldiers appear'd affected to} 
and how much his Greatneſs was like to be ech 
he thought iy the wiſeſt way to make a volun 
Offer, and ſhare that Dominion with him, to ul 
he appear'd to have the ſole Right. Aluſiam bt 
therefore receiv'd as his Collegue, was inſtantly{ 
at the Head of forty thouſand Men to beſiege 
falonica, which however Conſtantine the Patrician, 


Conduct and Reſolution, that he was in the 
forc'd to raiſe the Siege, and leave fifteen thoy 
of his Men dead behind him. . 
This Defeat ripen'd the Jealouſies and Diftaſte t 
had been already conceiv'd between the two Con 


to nothing but Treachery, and Alufianus grew 
peeviſh and untradable from the ſenſe of his [ 
grace, ſo that each in private meditated nothing 
the Deſtruction of the other; and Aluſſanus hai 
invited his Collegue to an Entertainment, firſt u 


ately after which, being doubtful of his own lt 
reſt, and the fickle Humour of the Bulgarians, hel 
to Michael, promiſing to ſubmic and return to 
Obedience, upon Condition of a Pardon, and 


which was readily granted him by the Emperor, 
had reſolv'd in Perſon to make an Expedition! 
Bulgaria, affirming, It was a Shame for bim to ſuſt 
ny Part of the Empire to be torn from it, who dais 
whole Reign bad added nothing to it: But bis Did 
had now lo far prevail'd upon him, that his Fri 
advis'd him to deſiſt from it, and truſt the Exp 
on to the Management of ſome other, which bo 


earneſt in his Preparations ; ſo that being enter! 
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le Country, the Bulgarians, who were now with- - 

Head to adviſe and command em, diſpers d 

ſelves, and in a very ſhort time return d to their 

dience, after which the Emperor return d in Iri- 

h to Conſtantinople ; where perceiving by the Pre- Michael 

nce of his Diſeaſe, that his Death approach'd, he 2%, * 

ted himſelf of the Imperial Purple, caſt off all „ra, 

; of State, and, being ſhaven for a Monk, en- unk; 

into a Monaſtery of his own Building, where he - 

himſelf wholly up to Religious Exerciſes and 

of Penicence, in which he appear'd very ſincere, 

utly lamenting his paſt Sins, eſpecially the Mur- and der. 

ff Romanus. He continu'd in this Temper of Mind 

Death put an end to his Devotions on the tenth 

of December, after he had reign'd ſeven Years 

eight Months, A. D. 1041. - AY 

the Murder of Romanum ought to be charg'd up- 

fon, rather than on Michael, who appears to have 

naturally a religious and conſcientious Man, ſo 

the Severities, with which his Reign is juftly 

be aſcrib'd to the ſame Inſtrument. It may 

terly be call'd the Reign of Eunuchs, ſince few or 

> were entruſted with the Management of Af- | 

but they ; and certainly no Prince, who of him- | 

had a tender regard to the Welfare of his Subjects, | 

ever ſerv'd with worſe Miniſters, As he was no- | 

us for his great Sins of Adultery and Treaſon, ſo | | 

he in as high a degree commendable for his ex- = 

ary Repentance, and is an Inſtance to us, that [ 
| 


greateſt Enjoyments upon Earth cannot ſoften 
tings of a guilty Conſcience. 
iebael being dead the Empire devolv'd upon Zoe, Michael. 
finding the weight of Affairs too heavy for her Calapha- 
pport without an Aſſiſtant, was eaſily perſuaded *. D 
on Michael Calaphates, the late Emperor's Ne- A. A 
„ with the Imperial Purple. Michael had been 1. 
ed Ceſar by his Uncle, as has been before ob- 
i and ſome affirm, that the Empreſs Zoe adopt- 
n at the ſame time for her Son. At the _ 
when 
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when the late Emperor withdrew into the Mom 
he was abſent, having receiv'd Orders from hi 
cle, who ſeem'd to repent of what he had dy 
his Behalf, not to come near the Court, or theh 
rial City, without leave firſt obtain'd for tha 
poſe. But Michael having reſign'd the Purple 
Brothers ſent immediately for the Nephew tg 
turn; and he, by an artful Management, ſo fy 
ſinuated himſelf into Zoe's good Opinion, tha 
liſten'd to the Advice of thats who perſuaded hy 
make him Emperor; tho' for her own Security 
firſt remov'd Jobn and his Brother, together with 
others as had appear'd the moſt active againſt hy 
the late Reign. | 7 1 
The World expected mighty Advantages from 
Advancement of Michael ; for he had the Reput 
of an active induſtrious Man, but he quickly 
ceivd the Hopes his Subjects had concei 
him, and-prov'd a cruel, ungrateful, and degent 
Prince. His firſt Proceedings were againſt the 
his own Family; for tho' at firſt he ſeem'd to 
to the Advice of his Uncle Jobn, notwithilat 
he-had been remov'd by Zoe, yet in the end, 
he had affronted him ſeveral times in a very 
manner, he ſent him into Baniſhment; he 
with the ſame Severity againſt his other Relat 
cauſing both Husbands and Fathers to be mad 
nuchs, without any Regard had to their Age of 
cumſtances. Only his Uncle Conſtantine he 
with Zoe's leave, and communicated all his & 
Cils to him, and was directed by him. Thü 
tural Behaviour to his own Family could be eig 
by nothing but his Ingratitude to Zoe, whom 
duc'd to a private State, nr quay ſhe was g. 
Witchcraft and Sorcery, and that ſhe had ate 
to take away his Liſmdmſ. % 
Tho he thought, by theſe plauſible Suggeſti 
fatisfie the Minds of the Pe6ple, yet they hit 
great Veneration for Zoe, upon the Accounts 


=  \ 
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Birth, and judging the Empire juſtly deſcended 
er by Hereditary Right, were generally diſcon- 
; and obſerving Michael wallow'd in his ſenſual 
ſures, without any regard to the high Dignity he 
they broke out into a general Sedition;” and re- 

q every Man to venture his Life in the Vindicati- 

jf her, who they thought was us'd unworthily. 

zz), the ſame time that he remov'd Zoe, threaten'd and is hin- 
epoſe Alexius the Patriarch, as conſenting to her fu 
gns, who, as ſoon as he was inform d of it, fled in- 
he Great Church, whither all the old Eunuchs, 
other Officers that had ſerv'd under Baſilius and 
fntine repair d, where, with an unanimous Con- 
they ſent for Theodors out of the Monaſtery, 
re ſhe had been confin'd; and in the Church ſalu- 


punWher Empreſs, together with her Siſter Zoe; whilſt 
, obſerving how reſolutely the People were 
el againſt him, withdrew with his Brother into a 
e aatery, where they both took the Religious Ha- 


thinking thereby to evade the Fury of the enrag d 
titude, who notwithſtanding were all reſolv'd up- 
heir Deaths ; but the great Diſpute amongſt 'em 
what manner of Deaths they ſhould die. Whilſt 
were buſied in this Diſpute, Zoe, forgetting with 
much Indignity ſhe had been us'd by the Family, 
perhaps a little compaſſionate to a Creature of her 
raiſing, mov'd for their Lives; but Theodora, re- 
ing her long Impriſonment, and eager to expreſs 
\ngeragainſt the firſt Object that preſented it ſelf, 
it adher'd to thoſe who were for nailing em to a 
; and when ſhe found that Point could not be car- 
, ſhe mov'd that their Eyes might be pluck d out, 
ich at length all agreed, and Orders were given 
opanares, Prefect of the City, to ſee it executed. 
n the unhappy Princes heard of the Meſſengers 
„oach, and to what purpoſe they were ſent, they 
drew into the moſt ſecret Parts of the Church, 
bu eated to the Memory of St. Fobn the Baptiſt, 
IP whence however the implacable Multicude 
| dragg d 
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 dragg'd em, and pull'd their Eyes out in the 
+ Conftantine behav'd himſelf with a very even Te 
but Michael, with great Reluctancy and Lament 
defir'd his Uncle, who had been the Author « 
thoſe Evils of which they complain'd , might f 
puniſh'd for em, which was granted accord 
After this Michael was baniſh d with all his Relay 
after a tumultuary Reign of ſomething mote 

four Months. — Tp N 
Zoe, being thus reinſtated in her Authority, 
mov'd all ſuch as had been in greateſt Truſt with 
late Tyrants, and preferr'd thoſe who had ſery{ 
Father and her Uncle, or been diſgrac'd by 7 
ring his Adminiſtration, amongſt whom was Fab 
»iaces, of whom mention has been made before, 
had been clapp'd up in Priſon during the late At 
ſtration, but was now made General of the Wel 
Forces. Tho' Matters had herein been manag 
the general Approbation of all, yet the State (& 
not perfectly ſettled in the Opinion of the People, 
they had an Emperor to obey, who being lay 
marry d to Zoe might put an end to all Compett 
and have a Right to command over em. Za 
willing to marry as the People were to ſee her m 
ſo that after a Trial of ſome others, who did n 
— ne pear fit for her purpoſe, ſhe made choice of Cu 
noma. mus Monomachus , a Perſon of noble Extraction 
chus. beautiful Aſpect. He had been baniſh'd during 
Reign of Michael into the Iſland of Lesbos, eitil 
the Inſtigation of Jobn the Eunuch, or for that 
Emperor miſtruſted there was too great an Inti 
4 between him and the Empreſs ; from Lesbos J 
ml terwards order'd him to be remov'd to Metylent, 
_ -- from thence the Empreſs now ſent for him, and 
marry'd, and then had him crown'd Emperor bf 
Hands of the Patriarch. Monomachus, as ſoon 
was advanc'd to the Imperial Dignity, endeayout 
all means to oblige his Subjects, and ingratiateN 
wich the two Empreſſes. Jobs the Eunuch be 
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n'd to Lesbos, and ſhortly after, either at the In- 
tion of Theodora the Empreſs, or out of Reſent- 
t for his own Confinement , he pluck'd out his 
in a ſhore time after which Fobn dy dc. 
ho' Conſtantine had immediately upon his Ad- 
ement done all that he thought requiſite for 
security of the State, and to render himſelf 
ptable to his People, yet George Maniaces, at the 
nning of his Reign, rais d ſuch a powerful In- 
againſt him, as ſeem'd at firſt to threaten him 
unavoidable Deſtruction. Conſtantine had had 
ſtreſs, who had been a faithful Companion to 

in all his Misfortunes, burning with. an un- 
on Paſſion towards him, and ſupplying him \ 
liberally during his Exile; for being deſcend- 

om the great Sclerus ſhe was Miſtreſs of a plen- 
Fortune. The Emperor, who had been thus | 
rd by her, lov'd her with an equal Paſſion, and 

not a more abſolute Command over his Sub- 

, than ſhe had over his Affections. She had a 

er whoſe Eftate join'd to that of Maniaces, to 

he bore a Mortal Hatred, and who at that 

was employ'd in the Emperor's Affairs in Italy, 

e he ſignaliz d himſelf by his many Services. 

ng his Abſence Sclerus, depending upon the 
Intereſt his Siſter had in the Emperor, pre- 

| not only to. injure his Eſtate, but lay with . 
Vite ; and that he might be ſure to give Ma- 

a ſufficient. Provocation , got him to be re- 


— d from his Command, and to have it conferr'd 
"I 2 Fellow altogether unworthy ſo great a Maniaces 
Jo . Maniaces was ſo enrag'd at theſe Proceed- #/?:- 


that having firſt ſecur'd the Forces under his 
mand. to declare for him, and kill'd him who 
deſign'd for his Succeſſor, he afſum'd the Im- 
| Ornaments, and was ſaluted Emperor. After 
h he paſs'd' over with his Army into Bulgaria, 
e be was join'd by great Multitudes of the 
contents in that Country. IL 
Monoma- 
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The Ruſſi · 


ans overs 
. thrown. 


and his Followers an Indemnity and Pardon for 


turn to their Obedience. But when he found 


his Breaſt from ſome unknown Hand. The Des 


his Followers, who had been the moſt forward! 


granted him at his Return to Contantimople. © 


hardly compos'd, before the Ruſſians, who hi 
ſeveral Years together maintain'd a peaceable 


where he recover'd ſeveral Cities to the Empit 
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' Monomachus, as ſoon as he was inform'd gf 
Rebellion, ſent him Letters, in which he offer} 


was paſt, together with ſeveral confiderable Rey 
provided they would lay down their Arms, u 


Muniaces, who was animated more by the Spin 
Revenge than Ambition, would liſten to no Ty 
but continu'd fix'd in his Reſolution, he fent & 
Sebaſtophorus at the Head of a very powerful | 
againſt him, which was defeated, and totally 
ken at the firſt Engagement; whereupon M 
was univerſally acknowledg'd Emperor in the! 
and had, in all probability, given Aonomachu 14 
deal of Trouble, had he not fallen ſuddenly 
from his Horſe, having receiv'd a Mortal Wos 


Maniaces put an end to the Rebellion, and all ch 


were now the firſt that threw down their Arms 
return d to their Obedience. They revil'd Mai 
a Traitor, and having cut off his Head preſent 
to Stephen the Emperor's General, who, tho bs 
receiv'd a Defeat, yet had the Honour of a Tri 


The Troubles that this Civil War created 


reſpondence with the Emperor, broke the le 
and threaten d the City of Conſtantinople it fell 
the Emperor, having firſt, by repeated Mele 
offer d em fair Conditions of Peace, which tix 
rogantly rejected, mann'd a ſtrong Fleet out4 
em, and fought em in the Straits about Pharm 
he obtain d a compleat Victory over em, and il 
End forc'd em to renew the Truce they had ſo 
riouſly broken. | ie 
Monomachus after this turn'd his Arms into tit 


% 


A 
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z very beautiful Aſpect, which gain d him, the 
> of all thoſe who conversd with him, eſpe- 
y of the Macedonians, among whom he had for- 
y reſided ; and there having been a Prophecy 
ind abroad, which promis'd he in time ſhould 
mperor, the Expectations of moſt Men hung up- 
im. This made the Emperor view him with a 
us Eye, and when ſome People had undertaken 
cuſe him for ſome unwarrantable Proceedings 
Government of Iberia, Monomachus embrac'd the 
ortunity; and having diveſted him of his Com- 
, had him ſhav'd, and conſtrain'd him to turn 
. «Notwithſtanding which a Party of Macedoni- 
ook him one Night out of the Monaſtery, and 
uted him to Adrianople, where, when by an una- 
Jus Acclamation he had been ſaluted Emperor, 
epar'd to make good his Title, and march'd at 
ead of a numerous Party towards Conffantinople 


very much diſguſted the People, and Leo knew 
45 not very acceptable to the Soldiers, ſo that he 
pht he had great reaſon to hope the Citizens 
d open the Gates at his firſt Appearance, and re- 
him; but, contrary to his Expectation, he was 
gorouſly oppos'd, that he ran a great hazard of 
fe, and found that ſeveral of his Accomplices 


; Wherefore fearing leſt ſome of em might de- 

him up into his Hands, he rais'd the Siege, and 

ted to Arcadiopolis, where for ſome time he de- 

d himſelf againſt the Forces the Emperor had 

to reduce him, * was at length taken, and 
| - 


163 


Connivance or Weakneſs of his Predeceſſors had 
rd to be torn from it; and was purſuing the War 
much Application and Succeſs, when Leo Torni- 
who had been formerly Governor of Therja, and 
nearly related to. the Emperor, eſcap'd out of a 
alter) to which he had been confin'd, and aſſum d 
mperial Purple. Leo was a Man of excellent Parts, 


Leo Tor 
NIC1US %* 
ſerpe, 


fl. Monomachus had lately, by ſome unpopular 


t from him, and made their Peace with: the En- 


and is ſuf 


ſens . 


conquer 


Progreſs not only overturn'd the Perſian Empire; 


and contemptible Nation, till theſe Wars in 


The Turks they inſiſted upon it. The Turks, being jullif 


Perlia. 
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ſent bound to Monomachus, who commanded his 
to be pluck'd out, and after that baniſh'd him, 

This Inſurrection being ſo happily ſuppreſs 
moſt in its Birth, a more fatal Storm began n 
time to threaten the Empire, which in the ent 
with an invincible Violence upon it, and cruſf 
to pieces. For the Turks, who had lately ſetledi 
ſelves in Perſia, where Tangrolipix their Captain 
declar'd Sultan, began now to turn their Arms a 
the Empire. After the Saracens had by a wonk 


had ſubdu'd Media, Babylon, Aſſyria, Egypt, 4 
and a conſiderable Part of Europe it ſelf ; this vaſt 
pire was divided into ſeveral. Patts, which wer 
govern'd by their reſpective Sultans or Comma 
who by degrees fell out among themſelves, and 
one with another. Abcut the Year 1030 Mi 
the Son of Imbrael, was Sultan of Perſia; and hel 
ing Piſaſiris, the Sultan of Babylon, againſt wha 
had declar'd War, too ftrong for him, requird 
Afliſtance of the Turks, who were then ſettled i 
menia Major, into which they had pierc'd thro 
Caſpian Straits in the Year 844, where they livda 


gave em an Opportunity of aggrandizing thel 
tion. For three thouſand of theſe 7rks being 
call'd in by Mahemet, went to his Aſſiſtance unde 
Conduct of Tangrolipix, a Man deſcended from 
of the chief Families among em. Mabomet, 


thus ſtrengthen'd by theſe Auxiliary Supplies, ig 

an eaſie Conqueſt over the Babylonians; but wi 
Turks, who had now done the Buſineſs for hid 
came, requird their Wages, and leave to om © 
home, he having a Mind to employ em longet K l 
the Indians, with whom he was likewiſe at Wi 
fus'd to let em go, and threaten'd to puniſh * wm 

y 


vok'd at this Uſage, revolted from him, and rea 


drew into the Wilderneſs of Carbenitis, where f de 


— 
3 
* 
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i atented Perſians united themſelves to em. Ma- 
immediately ſent an Army of twenty thoufand 

COS 2cainſt em, which Tangrolipix defeated; and 

ng taken their Camp found many Chariots and 


ae and good ſtore of Money in it, with which ; 
us cnabled to purſue the War, and encourage 
ass would declare for him; by which means his 


y was in a ſhort time encteas d to fifty thouſand 


zhomet was ſo enrag'd at the Defeat of his Forces, 

he put out the Eyes of thoſe that commanded 'em, 

threaten d the Soldiers that eſcap'd to cloath em 

Women, and ignominiouſly to expoſe *em. At 

ame time he rais'd a very numerous Army, with 

h he encounter'd Tangrolipix near [/paban, but fell 

is Horſe as he was riding about to animate his | 
iets, and broke his Neck; whereupon both Ar- Of which 
with a joint Conſent, declar'd Tangrolipix King ii 
n, and of all the late Sultan's Dominions. 4 Sul. 
rolipix, being thus promoted, open'd the Paſ- an; 

for the reſt of his Countrymen, who in prodigi- 


ultitudes flock'd over the Araxes, à River that 
dd Perſiz from Armenia, over which was a large 


e defended by a Fort, which was now remov'd 
ogrolipix, that they might pals over with greater 
icy. After this he began to enlarge his Domini- 
and having ſlain Piſaſiris, the Caliph of Babylon, 
nt his Nephew Cutlu-Moſes, or Cuthimuſes,' againſt 
rabians, by whom he was overthrown, and in 
light deſir'd Stephen, the Emperor's Governor in 
5 to grant him a Paſſage through that Country, 
1he indiſcreetly deny'd, tho' he was in no Con- 
n to oppoſe him ſhould he force his Way through, 
a he preſently after did; and having taken Ste- 
Priſoner he ſold him for a Slave. Returning to 
bultan he endeavour'd to excule the Blow he had 
d from the Arabians ; and that he might make 
peat that his Expedition was not altogether fruit- 
he acquainted him with the Diſcoveries he had 

M3 mado 


©. 
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made in Media, the Fertility of the Country, any 
eaſily ic might be conquer'd, it being inhiabjire 
none but Women, for ſuch he thought thoſk 
whom he lately fought. | 
'Tho* Tangrolipix was too much incens'd again 
for the Loſs he had ſuſtain'd in Arabia, to gin 
open Credit to his Information, yet after he had! 
defeated himſelf in a ſecond Engagement wit 
Arabians, he began to reflect on what hig Nephe 
told him; and ſent Aſan, his Brother's Son, wi 
Army of about twenty thouſand Men to cn 
Media, which Aſan enter'd, and miſerably deſi 
ſparing neither Age nor Sex, but ſuffer'd him 
laſt to be over-reach'd by the Roman Generals, 
lay in Ambuſh for him, and cut him and the gr 
part of the Army in pieces, whilſt they wen 
in plundering the Camp, which the Romans had 
ted on purpoſe to enſnare em. 
Tungrolipix, rather enrag'd than diſcouragi 
Misfortune, rais d an Army of near one hundred 
ſand Men, which he committed to the Condud 
bram Alim, his half Brother; they who comm 
for the Emperor in Media, thought it advileablel 
run the hazard of a Battel againſt ſuch a Mult 
but rather to forrifie ſuch Places as ſeem'd the 
to be maintain'd, and ſecure their beſt Effect 
the Walls, till they had ſent to the Emperor fot 
Forces, and were able upon more equal Te 
offer the Enemy Battel. In the mean time thi 
ravag d the Country without any Oppoſition, a 
ing Siege to Artze, an open Town, inhabited by 
Numbers of Merchants and Tradeſmen, and 
that Account eſteem'd the wealthieſt of any itt 
Parts; they met with ſo great an Oppoſition. 
Inhabitants, who for ſome time made good the 
of Walls by their great Numbers and extract 
Courage, that the Turks, who did not expect 
with ſo great a Reſiſtance from a Village, the! 
of which they vehemently thirſted after, rel 


— 


roy what they could not get, and ſo ſet it on Fire, 
ſorcd out the Inhabitants, of whom one hundred 
fifty thouſand are {aid to have periſh'd, parely by 
Sword, and partly by the Fire, into which many 
reported voluntarily to have caſt themſelves. The 
found among the Ruins much Silver, and other 
os of great Value that were not Combuſtible. 
er this they rov d up and down the Country wich- 4, D. 
obſerving any Order, in which Condition two 1049. 
the Roman Generals, whom the Emperor had late- 
ſtrengthen d with freſh Supplies, thought it ad- 
able to fall upon em, but were therein oppos'd by 
zites, Prince or Governor of part of Theria, who 
manded likewiſe for Monomachus ; the Reaſon he 
uld have declin'd fighting was, becauſe ie was on 
Iden, which he reckon'd amongſt the unlucky 
ys. But Abram, the General of the Turks, and 
Brother to Tangrolipix, being inform'd by his 
duts in what Condition the Enemy lay, and un- 

anding the Difference there was between their 
nerals, march'd up in a regular Order, and offer d 
1 -Battel, of which they were in a manner oblig'd 
accept, and ſo prepar'd to receive em. The Fight 25. Ro. 


obſtinate on both ſides, but at length the Fortune 2 2 
eat tf 


+ 


t Liparites, who engaging too far in the Heat of the 
tion, and enrag'd for the Loſs of a Kinſman lain 


ſue the Victory, but retir d; and Abram on the Eibarites 
er ſide, being very proud of his Prifoner, ſent 
n away to the Sultan, who ſeem'd outwardly pleas'd 
his Brother's good Fortune, but was inwardly jea- 
of his Succeſs, for which reaſon he ſhortly after 

cd him to rebel againſt. him; and having over- 
own him in a Battel, took him Priſoner, and put 

to Death. _, : | 

In the mean time the Emperor, who was highly 
ncern'd at the Captivity of Liparites, ſent an Am- 
ſador with rich Preſents to Tangrolipix, on purpoſe 


/ 
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the Day fell to the Rowans ; who however having Ti 


the Turks, was taken Priſoner, thought not fit to who take _ 


Priſoner ; 
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w bo if re- 
least d 
wit bout 

Ranſom by 
the Sult an. 


— 


to redeem Liparites, and enter into a Peace and] 


reſtor d em back to Liparites, whom he genen 


great Power and Authority of his Maſter, he 


mac bas, on the other Hand, being ſenſidle of v 
he was to expect from the Turks, made the belt} 
parations he could to oppoſe em, when à War 
denly broke out between Monomachus and the Pu 
into manifeſt Danger. Tyrach was then Prince 


tho' otherwiſe abandon'd to Sloth and Inaivity, 


per, where all his own Tribes (for that Nation 


SM 
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ance with the Sultan; who receiv'd the Preſents 


releas'd, and at his Departure advis'd him to rety 
ber how much he ow'd him; and for that reaſqq 
ver more to bear Arms againſt che Turks, At 
ſame time he ſent the Xeripb, a Man of 'Principy 
thority among the Turks, his Ambaſſador to C 
nople; where having, in a long Speech, magnify 


gantly demanded of the Emperor to become his 
butary, upon which Condition he had Power toe 
clude a perpetual Peace with him. This inſolent| 
mand was rejected with much Scorn by the Em 
ror, and the Ambaſſador diſmiſs'd ; who, upon 
Return to Tangrolipix, gave him ſuch an Account 
his Reception as highly incens'd him againſt thel 
peror, on whom he prepar'd to be reveng(. 


ly 


to 


nace, a People of Scythia, which brought the EM 


that People, and being a Man of noble Extrad 


was highly. reverenc'd by his Subjects; among wi 
was one Kegenes, who was born of obſcure Pard 
but had acquir'd a great Reputation in the V 
which he manag'd with much Succeſs again 
neighbouring Nations, whilſt Tyrach liv'd idle 
inglorious at home. He obſerving how much Kt 
was admir'd by the People, naturally fierce and 
dicted to War, grew jealous of him, and reſolvd 
move ſo dangerous a Competitor out of the Way; 
which. Kegenes having timely Intimation, he made 
Eſcape into the Fens of the River Bory/thenes, ot 


was divided into ſeveral Clans, or Tribes) and 


* 
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e join d with him, and revolted from yrach, who 6 

chd at the Head of a numerous Army againſt 
and defeated him; after which Kegenes thought 
e ſafeſt way for him to throw himſelf into the 

xror's Protection; accordingly he ſent to Mis 

who commanded for the Emperor in thoſe 


„, and acquainted him with his Deſign, and un- 
ok to do his Maſter conſiderable Services. i- 
having communicated- his Deſires to the Empe- 


receiv'd Orders from him to entertain him cour- 
ily, to provide his Men, amounting to twenty 
land in Number, with all Neceſſaries, and ſend 
to Conſtantinople, where he was honour'd with the 
nity of a Patrician, and receiv'd Baptiſm, enga- 
for his Countrymen, that they [likewiſe ſhould 
Chriſtians, which they accordingly did, and 
three Caſtles aflign'd 'em, with large Territories 
the Banks of the fer, from whence they made 
tent Incurſions into Hyrach's Dominions, and | 
the Women and Children to the Romans. - 
provok'd at theſe: Proceedings, ſent to expoſtu- 
with the Emperor, for that the Patzinace being 
ds and Allies to the Emperor, he had receiv'd | 
Fugitives, and threaten'd to denounce War a- | 
ſt him, if he any more countenanc'd or aflifted 4 
| 


in his Depredations, The Emperor receiv'd 

\mbaſſadors very diſdainfully, laughing at their 

ge, and ſuffer'd em to depart without vouch- 

> em an Anſwer. He gave Orders to Michael | | 

Kegent to be upon their Guard, and ſent an hun- 9 
| 


Gallies to cruiſe up and down on the fer to pre- 
a Deſcent, if the Scyrhians ſhould attempt it. F 
ſtanding which Precaution Tyrach took the The Scy» = | | 
ntage of a Froſt, when the River was cover'd ey i 
lee of a convenient thickneſs, and paſs d over ,;,7miwve, | 
no leſs than eight hundred thouſand Men, who þ, 
like the irreſiſtible Torrent into the Roman Pro- _ 
5. Tho' the Emperor ſent all the Forces quar- '| 
in Macedonia and Bulgaria, under the Conduct of 

| Conſtan- 
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Conftantinu Arianites, with Orders to join Mich 
Kegenes, and oppoſe the Bulgarians; yet, in all. 

buability, their Numbers had prevail'd, had not 
: $cythians drunk too immoderately of Wine, ande 
- - Liquors of which they had never taſted before, u 
threw 'em into Diſtempers that ſwept off great 
titudes every Day. Of which when Kegenes, 
very well knew the Temper of his Countrymen, 
inform'd, he advis'd the Romans to fall ſuddenly y 
em; which was done with ſo much Reſolution, 
the Barbarians weaken'd by Sickneſs, and terrif 
ſo ſudden an Onſet, threw down their Arms, 
cry'd for Quarter; which was allow'd to all but 
as fell into Kepenes his Hands, who, like a true] 
gade, kill'd all thoſe who were not able to buy 
Lives with a vaſt Sum of Money. The reſt we 
Baſilius, the Governor cf Bulgaria, diſarm'd ani 
ſpers'd through the Plains of Sardica, Naiſas, and 
zapelis ; only Tyrach, and one hundred and fort 
the moſt noble among em were ſent to Conſtant 
Where they were kindly receivd by Manom 
who, having firſt perſuaded em to embrace the 
ſtian Religion, conferr'd ſuch Honours and W 
upon em, as rais'd *em to an higher degree of 
pineſs than they had ever taſted before. 
Thus for the preſent was an End put to this 
which notwithſtanding broke out ſhortly aftet 
more Fury than ever; for when Tangrolipix, off 
J at the Reception of his Ambaſſador, had gathe 
his Forces together out of Perſia, Arabia, and 
Provinces, in order to renew the War; Mon 
beſides his other Preparations, arm'd fifteen th Tf. 
of theſe Scythians, and ſent four of thoſe, u 
ded at Conſtantinople, to command 'em and c 
em into Theria, Theſe, being thus arm'd, ml 
chearfully as far as Melitene, the Metropolis df 
nia Minor; but as they proceeded on farthet 
began to reflect on the Service that was imp 
on 'em, and by the Advice of Catalunes, a ö 
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gers, they reſolv'd to return back to their Coun- 
nen; where, when they were arriv'd, they atmd 
Wir Companions, and removing to the Plains lying 
10, the er, from thence they made Incurſions in- 

Thrace and Macedonia, and grievouſly moleſted the 
bje&s of the Empire. Hereupon the Emperor ſent 
r Kegenes to conſult with him, what Methods were 
emoſt proper to ſuppreſs em. Kegenes came at the 

ad of a ſtrong Party, and encamp'd in a Plain 
ar the Imperial City, where three of his Country- 

en endeavour'd to Aſſaſſinate him one Night as he 
in his Tent, but his Guards coming timely to 
Aſſiſtance, they had only time to give him a ſlight 

ound ; for as they were preparing to ſecond their 23, Scy- 
ow they were ſeiz d, and, without ſuffering them- thian War: 
yes to be examin'd upon the Spot, appeal'd to the 4. | 
peror. Hereupon Kepgenes was conducted in a | 
hariot into the City, and the three Aſſaſſines were | 
bound after him. When he was brought before | 
Emperor, Monomachm ask'd Baltzar, the Son of | 
genes, why they had not put the Villains immedi- 
ly to Death; and he replying, That it was becauſe 
bed appeal dito him; the jealous Emperor ſuſpect- 
ſome Treachery, and ſent immediately for the 
en, who being ask'd for what reaſon they attempt- 

to murder their Leader, they affirm'd with much 
Ilurance, That they undertooł it for bu Sake, and the 
fety of the City; which Kegenes bad a Deſign to 
ve enter d early the next Morning, and having plun- 
Fd it, to have return d with the rich Booty into his own 
untry. 

The Emperor, without any farther Inquiſition, 
ie Credit to this improbable and ill grounded Ac- 
lation ; wherefore, having firſt order'd thoſe Vil- 
Ins to be ſet at Liberty, he commanded Kegenes to 
temov'd to Court, under a Pretence of having his 
ound cur'd with greater Care, and himſelf more 
gently attended ; there he kept him immur'd cloſe 
and ſeparated his Sons one from the other. At 
the 


WI 


 forc'd to retire with a conſiderable Loſs. Wheret 


other Scytbians reſiding at Conſtantinople, to paciſie 


that were forming againſt em. Monomachus, as 
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the ſame time he ſhew'd great Kindneſs to his M 
giving em large Allowances of Proviſion, but | 
fign'd by degrees to diſarm em, and impriſon thi 
whom he apprehended'to be the moſt dangerous 
mong 'em. Tho' this Deſign was manag'd with t 
greateſt Secrecy, yet the Scythians, who ſeem'd d 
wardly well pleas'd with their Uſage, and promi 
an entire Submiſſion and Obedience, had Intimati 
of the Thing, and broke up by Night from 
Camp, and by long Marches got the third Day o 
the Mountain Hæmus, and join'd with their Cor 
trymen, who being thus united, and having ple 
of Arms among them, came almoſt as far as the 
of Adrianople, and waſted all the Country round 
bout. Conſtantinus Areianites, the General of the 
ſtern Forces, was then in that City; and having: 
gag'd em near a Fort call'd Dampoli was defeated, 


on the Emperor was advis'd to fend Tyrach, and Hu. 


compoſe their Nation. Theſe Perſons having bali © 
oblig'd by rich Preſents from Monomachas, engy 

themſelves by Oath to the Performance of it; | 
being diſmiſs d, and having join'd the reſt of t 
Countrymen, they were ſo far from - accompliluy®. 
what they had ſo folemnly undertaken, that e 


conſpir'd with em, and diſcover'd all the Deſy 


as he was inform'd of this Defection, ſent for all n. 
Eaſtern Forces to join the reſt, and march againſt" 
Barbarians; who, notwithſtanding the whole Streu 
of the Empire ſeem'd engag'd againſt 'em, badgW*(i 
Advantage in ſeveral Engagements, and obi 
ſome conſiderable Victories, which was chiefly Tho 
attributed to the Raſhneſs, Ignorance, and Indiq den- 
tion of the Generals that were ſent againſt em. 1 
Succeſs made em more Daring, Cruel, and Out 
ous than ever: Having conceiv'd a through te 
tempt of the Romans, they laid all waſte before © 


n LxXXIX. Conftantinus Vll. iy; 


r ànd Macedonia, ſparing neither Age nor Sex, 

murdering even Infants as they hung at the Breaſt. 

his Confidence of their own Strength, ſome of 

n preſum'd to approach Conſtantinople it ſelf, but 

e ſeverely chaſtis'd for their Preſumption; for the 

zperor ſent out againſt em a ſtrong Party choſen 

;of his own Guard, under the Command of Jobs 

Patrician, one of the Eunuchs belonging to the 

preſs, who fell on em by Night, as they were 

unk and ſleepy ; and having made a great Slaugh- 

of 'em, cut off their Heads, and ſent em in Cart- 

ds up to Monomac bus. I F 

by this time the Emperor began to reflect on his 

tal and imprudent Behaviour to Kegenes, whom 

refore he releas'd out of Priſon ; and upon his 

aging to divert em from their outrageous Cour- 

be diſmiſs'd him to em. As he drew near he 

t to inform 'em of his Approach, and upon what 

and he was come; they 'anſwer'd, and confirm'd 

ir Anſwer by Oath, that they were ready to ſub- 

t to him, and be govern'd and directed by his 

Ill; but as ſoon as they got him into their Power 

cut him to pieces, and thereby aſſur'd the Em- 

or they would liſten to no Terms of Accommoda- 

n. Thus the War was continu'd on both ſides for 

eral Years together, during which the Imperialiſts 

| moſt commonly the Diſadvantage ; but the Scy- 

m being at length inform'd, that the Emperor 

making ſuch mighty Preparations, as if he ſeem d 

olvd to root em, if poſſible, out of the Earth; 

y were terrify'd at the approaching Storm, and ſent 

d:lire Peace from Monomachw, who, after ſeveral 

ficulties, condeſcended to a Truce for thirty Years. = 

Tho' this War, which had been long, bloody, and Monoma- 

penſive, was in the End brought to an happy Con- chus his 

ion, yet was Monomachus ſurrounded with other on 

ficulties, from which he found it impoſſible to ex- the E- 

ate himſelf. For whereas the Charge of his Wars pire. 

ld hays made him frugal and deliberate, he liv'd 
| at 


The Suc- 

" ceſs of the 
Turkiſh 

Arm in 

Iberia. 
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contemn'd at home, whilft the Tarks enlarg'd t 


maintain ſo many Soldiers as were ſufficient to gy 


Army in Jheria, which conſiſted of fifty thou 


that Country. An Act of ſuch pernicious Cot 
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at ſo profuſe and expenſive a rate, that he was fy 


to charge his Subjects with ſeveral illegal and un 
ſonable Impoſitions; which made him hated, 


Conqueſts , and grievouſly infeſted the Provin 
abroad. And here it may be obferv'd, that this 
ror was, in a great meaſure, guilty of the Deg 
and Ruin of the Eaſtern Empire ; for whereas all 
Provinces upon the Borders were uſually exemy 
from paying Tribute, becauſe they undertook 


the Roman Pale, and ſecure it from the Incurfions 
the Barbarians, he disbanded thoſe Soldiers, and. 
ſolvd the Garriſons in thoſe Parts, eſpecially 


Men, and ſerv'd as a Barrier againſt the Turks, 
he might have a Pretence to raiſe a Revenue out 


quence, as might brand him with Infamy 'to all 
ſterity, and render him a dreadful Warning to 
profuſe and inconſiderate Princes. 
However the Emperor, having thus conclude 
Peace with the Scythians, was at leiſure to obſerve 
Progreſs of the Tarkiſh Arms in Iberia. The Su 
affronted at the Reception of his Ambaſſador, as 
been before obſerv'd, enter'd with all his Forces 
that Country; the Inhabitants of which had ſec 
themſelves and their moſt valuable Effects in ti 
ſtrong Towns, of which there was great plenty 
choſe Parts ; ſo that hearing the Emperor was | 
paring a very powerful Army at Cæſarea, which 
to be ſent againſt him, he return'd with great In 
nation into Media ; where finding the People, | 
had notice of his Approach, had diſpos'd of hf 
ſelves and their Wealth in the ſame manner thol 
Iberia had done; he reſolv'd to attack ſome of 
Garriſons, and accordingly ſate down before Mae vc 
chierta, a Town ſituate in an open Country, but! 


tify'd with a triple Wall and deep Ditches. The» 
| : —- 


„ od a” 
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n of this Place made him hope to be Maſter b 
a ſhore time; but finding, after he had ply'd ie 

bi! 
| 
| 
| 


ly for thirty Days together, that Baſilius the 
nernor, and the reſt of the Chriſtians that were in 
yere reſolv*d to defend ict to the utmoſt ; he began 
ſpair of Succeſs, and was about to have rais d the 
ve, when Alcan, one of his General Officers, pre- 
q with him to defer it for one Day longer, and 


my the Diſpoſition of the Attacks to his Manage- 1 
o. This being granted him, he divided the Army 


Day into two Parts, one of which he order'd to 


| 

| the Beſieg'd with their Arrows from a riſing | 
und that fronted the Eaſtern Gate, where the | 
| ſeem'd lower, whilſt he led the other on to the | 
| 


ult, which was directed with great Bravery on 
one ſide, and oppos'd with an equal Reſolution 


the other. For the Beſieg d pour'd Clouds of | 
"ws, Darts, and Stones upon the Aſſailants, of | 
m great Numbers were ſlain, and amongſt the | 
Alcan himſelf, who, being known by the rich- 


of his Armour, was drawn by the Hair of his 

d into the City, and his Head being inſtantly 

off, was thrown over the Wall among the Turks. | 

reupon the Sultan, who, being attended by his 

f Officers, had beheld all from an adjacent Emi- 

broke up the Siege, pretending ſome urgent 

Irs had call'd him home, but threaten'd to 

un with greater Forces the Spring following; 

h he did ſome time after in Purſuit of his Cou- 

wlu-Mcſes, of whom mention has been made al- 

ly, who fled into Arabia, leaving Tangrolipix to 

e and ravage Iberia, till the Approach of Mi- 

| Acoluthus, who was ſent out of the Weſt to 

ls him, and who, by the Meaſures he took, 

aren'd to force him to a Battel, and oblig'd him 

tire with the main Body of his Army to Tawris ; 

ever he left three thouſand Turks behind him 

Orders to infeſt the Frontiers of the Empire, 

i they did afterwards with much Eaſe, for that 
Mono- 


— — — — — — — a — — a — 


The bib The Death of the Empreſs Zoe follow'd ſoon 
of Zoe the the Loſs of whom Monomachus at firſt lamented y 


Empreſs, 


PX 
o > 


Conſtantinople. This Lady was brought into the 


De Roman Hftory. Vo 
Monomachus had left an Example to his Sueceſſ 
which they obſerv'd with too much exactneſs, thru 
Sloth and Covetouſneſs ſuffering their Dominion 
be torn piece-meal from em, as we ſhall have me 
choly Occaſion enough to obſerve in the purſyi 
this Hiſtory. 


an unmanly Paſſion, abſtaining from all Compi 
and comparing her to the Angels above ; but ſhot 
after addreſs d himſelf with as much Gallantry x 
Gout had left him to another Lady, the Dang 
of an Alan Prince, who then lay as an Hoſtage 


lace, ſaluted Auguſta, and had he not been reſtii 
by the Reſpect he bore Theodora, and the Infam 
a fourth Marriage, he had, in all probability, ma 
and declar'd her Empreſs ; but, whatever he int 
ed, Death in a little time after put an end to g 
and all his other Deſigns ; for the Gout, which { 
time before had ſeiz d on his Limbs, being incre 
by his Intemperance, at length prevail'd inwar 
and left him time enough to conſult about, but 
to declare or confirm his Succeſſor. | 
Tho' he had hicherto expreſs'd a great Eſteem 
Reſpect for Theodora, yet either for that he thon 
the Management of Publick Affairs too weighty 
a Woman's Shoulders, or elſe, being induc d to i 
the earneſt Perſuaſions of ſome about him, eſpec 
of John the Eunuch, a deſpicable unworthy Wre 
who had other Deſigns in view, he defign'd N 
rus, who commanded the Forces of the Empirt 
Bulgaria, to ſucceed him ; the Buſineſs was ma 
with much Caution and Secrecy, and Nicephor 
for without the Knowledge, as 'twas thought, of 
dora, who however receiv'd an Account of all! 
Tranſactions ; and leaving the Emperor in the! 
Monaſtery of St. George, which he had built in 
gana, ſhe went, attended by her moſt faithful Fn 


\ 


p. Il. XC. Theodora: 


ing brought to Aonomachus exaſperated his Diſtem- 


his Days, after he had reign'd twelve Years and 
at Months, or ſomething more. 92 7 
Of this Emperor it may be ſaid, that during his 
jen, Fortune, by turns, ſmil'd and frown'd upon 
n; for as in his Time the Turks, through his na- 
| Lazineſs, or want of Money, grew exceeding 
werful in Aſia, and extreamly haraſs'd the Ter- 
ries of the Empire, ſo had he the good Luck to 
preſs all ſuch as rebell'd againſt him at home. The 
Quality he had was his Charity, for he daily re- 
'd the Poor, and built an Hoſpital for Old Men, 
jom Age had render'd incapable of getting their 
n Subſiſtance ; his many ill ones the Reader will 
din the Account we have already given of him. 
ne ay, that both he and Zoe dy'd of the Plague, 
ich indeed rag'd ſo violently at that time in the 
ty,and the Quick were hardly ſufficient to bury the 
ad; however the beſt Authors agreed, that he 
dof the Gout, aggravated by his great Intempe- 
ce to Women, in the ſixteenth Year of Henry the 
cd Emperor in the Weſt, and the laſt of Jobs the 
entieth Pope of Rome, A. D. 1054. 
[beodora, having 


ed the Promotion of N- 
Imus, whoſe Eſtates were all confiſcated, and 
t Perſons banith'd. She depriv'd Iſaacius Com- 
of his Command in the Eaſt, and baniſh'd 
mus a Macedonian, whom Monomachus had ſent 
the Head of his Countrymen againſt the Turks, 
aule, upon the Death of that Emperor, he had 


| propos'd and attempt 


without 


. 


the People, took Care firſt to chaſtiſe ſuch as 


Wd with the Macedonians under his Command, 


. 


4 
Cov antinople, where, in the great Palace, ſhe was Monome- 
xclaim'd and ſaluted Empreſs; the News whereof chu i, 


and Theo- 
. . dora is de +. 
„ and left him no other Power than to teſtifie, card Em. 


2 deep Sigh, his Diſlike of it, with which he end- 2rd. 


thus receiv'd the Imperial Crown, Theodo- 
ich ſhe challeng'd as well by Virtue of an He- 17 M- 
tary Right, as the Conſent and Approbation e 
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Michael! 
Stratioti- 
Cus. 


a. es, 


one Year and nine Months, 4. D. 1056. 
The Advancement of Michael was manag d ut 
much Secrecy, and the Death of. Theodora folloi 
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wichout waiting for her Orders, to Chryſcpols, 
dore, the Eunuch was ſent General into the 


where he fought with ſome Succeſs againſt the 7; 
Who, upon the Report of Monomachus his De 
prepar'd for new Attempts againſt the Empire. 
prudent Choice of her Great Officers and Minif 
of State made the Management of Affairs eaſt 
her, and agreeable to her People. Being well gr 
in Years ſhe was advis'd to chuſe ſome fit Perla 
be her Aſſiſtant, and declare him Emperor, which 
rejected with a manly Reſolution, and ſate confi 
upon the Bench her ſelf, gave Audience to Amb; 
dors, created Magiſtrates, and interpos'd her Opit 
and Reſolution in all Matters relating to the State 
well publick as private, In this manner ſhe rul'dy 
great Applauſe for almoſt two Years, during which 
Subjects enjoy'd a perfect Tranquility, ſo thatt 
generally wiſh'd ſhe had either been advanc'd fo 
to the Imperial Dignity, or they might have en 
her longer in it; but ſhe was in the end ſeiz'dwit 
Hiack Paſſion, which ended her Days. As ſoon a 
Phyſician began to deſpair of her Recovery, Lu, 


nam'd Straboſpondylus, Chief Miniſter of State, 


the Favourite Eunuchs, conſulted on whom 
might confer the Government, and continue ent 
themſelves the Power with which Theodora had 
truſted em. After ſome Debates they made Choi 
Michael Stratioticus, a Perſon Old and Decrepid, v 
together wich his Ignorance in State Affaits, | 


had from his Youth apply d himſelf ſolely to the Wl 


render d him very unworthy of ſo Eminent a Sta 


However, judging him a Perſon fit for their Pun 


they firſt made him promiſe to do nothing wil 
their Knowledge and Conſent, and then perlt 
Theodora Theodora to make him Emperor; which 'being( 
ſne dy d in the Month of Auguſt, after ſhe had 
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mediately upon it, that Theodorus the Preſident, and 


| Machael was declar'd and acknowledg'd Emperor. 
which being ſurpriz'd and incens'd, he ſummon'd 
his Servants, Friends and Dependants to his Aſſiſt- 
ce, and mov'd in the Evening, with a great Train, 
ough the publick Streets to the Palace, where he 
tefted againſt what had been done in Favour of 
bzel, and laid Claim to the Empire as of Right be- 
ging to him, who was ſo nearly related to the late 


nfuſion and Tumult began to threaten the whole 
y; but the Eunuchs in the Palace having receiv'd 
Alarm, prepar'd with great Vigour to ſuppreſs him 
by Land and Water; which when he underſtood, 
turn d about, and went to the Great Church, 
re he hop'd to be receiv d and own'd by the Pa- 

ich and Clergy, who, contrary to his Expecta- 
„ ſhut the Doors againſt him, and refus'd to ad- 
him. His laſt Refuge was the People, who, being 

erally fond of Innovations, did however in this 

juncture continue firm in their Allegiance, and 

ard all for Michael. In this Condition, abandon'd 
is Friends, who in great Numbers began to forſake 

, and purſu'd by his Enemies whom he had juſtly 

okd againſt him, he fled in a diſconſolate Con- 

In with his Son, and took Sanctuary in the 

ch, from whence he was ſhortly after taken out, 

baniſh'd to Pergamw, where he had time to re- 

on his inconſiderate Undertaking, and laugh at 

anities of the World. 

ter this Michael enjoy'd the Imperial Dignity 

out a Competitor, and in ſuch things as were done 

ie Advice of thoſe, who had been the Inſtruments 

Promotion, he acted very well; but whatever 

d without their Advice, and in the Execution of 

i they were not ſo 12 qualify'd, ſhow'd him 

2 


a weak 
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ſin German to Monomachus, knew nothing of it, 


reror Monomachus, In the meantime the Priſon «por which 
ors were broken open by his Order, and the Male. — 2 
tors call'd out to his Aſſiſtance, ſo that a general ,, 755 Ci. 
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Michael's 4 weak and unworthy Prince. But he betray'd h 
 Bebaviour: ſelf in nothing ſo much as his Behaviour to the Ge 
ral Officers of the Army, who had been his Felle 
Soldiers under the late Reigns, and whom he onghe 
have regarded as his principal Support. Among the 
were Iſaacius Comnenus, and Ambuſtus Catacalb, M 
renown'd for their great Services and Experience; . 
latter of theſe he remov'd from the Government 
Antioch, and upon every Occaſion affronted Comnliiif, 
He recall'd Bryennius, whom his Predeceſſor had | 
niſh'd, and ſent him into the Eaft againſt the Ty 
but when he deſir'd to have his Eſtate reſtor d, whi 
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Theodora had taken from him, he gave him a ſurhy l 4 
nial, and fo prepar'd him to embrace the firſt Propq . 
ſhould be offer'd to his Prejudice. 7 


| | 'Acinſpira. For when Ambuſtus and the other Officers had, 
| cy -zanft reiterated Affronts, been provok'd to conſpire agi f 
kim, him, their Deſign was by Ambuſtus his Advice coi; 

municated to Bryennius, as one who was able to Mn 

em with a powerful Army; and Bryennius, pron 

at the late Repulſe he had receiv'd from rhe Empeſi . 
concurr'd very readily with them. Being thus, , 
they conceiv'd, prepar'd for a Revolt, they proce; 
| to the Choice of a new Emperor, and the Dignity -, 
by a general Suffrage, upon Ambuſtus ; but he, Wc. 
a Man of exemplary Valour and Experience, xa. : 
' himſelf upon the Account of his great Age, and .: 
E-. Tlacivs Pos d Tſaacius Commenus as the fitteſt Perſon they c et! 
| Comne- promote, to which all unanimouſly aſfented ; and per 
nus ving confirm'd their Choice by Oath, they all d . 
| ted from Conſtantinople, where they met, as it word 
1 


ſtomary at Eaſter to receive the Emperor's Bounty lay 
their ſeveral Poſts, where each in his reſpective dug pp. 
was to promote the general Deſign. Among ide (.| 
Bryennius went to his Charge in the Eaſt, with vi. 
Fobn Opſaras, a Patrician, was ſent to pay the Soul, 
the only Perſons to whom the indiſcreet Emper Rec 
not Liberal and Munificent. At a general MW; in 


Bryjennjus would have had the Gold diftributed is. 
| | | that 
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wght convenient, which Jabn with great Obſtinacy 
ius d, alledging he would fully obey the Orders he = 
| receiv'd from the Emperor; whereat Bryennius _ 5 
s ſo highly enrag'd that he fell upon him, and ha- | 
pe firſt order'd him to be ſoundly beaten, com- ." 
ted him to Cuſtody, and then made a Diſtribution 5 
the Treaſure according to his own Fancy. This 
oceeding had like to have broken all the Meaſures 
the Conſpirators, for it happen'd at that time that 
mhes, a Patrician, wha was General of the Ly- 
ans and Pyſidians, lay with all his Forces near the 
ny commanded by Bryennius ; and being utterly 
orant of the Reſolutions lately taken by the other 
PoE mmnanders in the Eaſt, concluded that no one | 
id be guilty of ſo Inſolent and Arbitrary a Pro- g 
ling, but who aim'd at the Sovereignty, and there- 
e fell wich all his Forces upon Bryennius his Camp, | 
having taken him Priſoner deliver'd him to Opſaræs, | 
om he ſet at Liberty, and who, palliating his Re- 
ee with a ſpecious Pretence of Loyalty, pluck'd | 
eig his Eyes, and ſent him with an Account of what 59 
happen d to the Emperor. 
hen the Chief Officers of the Eaſt, who were of 4. D. 
Conſpiracy, had been inform'd of Bryennius his 1057. | 
5 Wiortune, they began to apprehend, left he, upon 4 
mination, ſhould reveal their Deſigns, and there- | 
choſe rather to be in Action, tho they were not 1 
/ | et throughly ripe for it, than be oppreſs d by the | 
a" WWpccor before they had leiſure to declare themſelves, | 
(decide the Quarrel by the Dint of the Sword. l 
V"Forlingly they forc'd Comnenus from his Houſe in Iſascius 
laznia, and having ſummon'd the Army together Comne- 
ſpacious Plain, he was there by univerſal Con- — 
* ſaluted Emperor, on the eighth of June, A. D. peror by the 
7. | Army; 
Sol nnen us, being thus declar'd Emperor, order'd firſt . - |} 
oF <ccivers to collect the Revenue and Contribu- 
MI in the Eaſt, and then marching his Army over 
River Sangarius in Phrygia Major, ke progeeded 
3: 75 with 
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with ſlow Journeys towards Nice, which he ws 
more willing to get into his Hands, becauſe he jus 


it proper for a Receptacle upon all Occaſions. 


Soldiers that were quarter'd in it diſlodg'd as fog 
they heard of his Approach, and retir d to their o 
homes, to take Care of their reſpective Families d 

theſe publick Diſtractions. Some of the Officers 
with the News of this Revolt to Stratioticus, who, t 


he ſaw that almoſt all the Forces of the Empire v 


combin'd againſt him, vet he refus'd to offer any C 


ditions of Peace, and prepar'd for a vigorous 


ſiſtance. He ſent immediately for all the Forces 
lay quarter'd in the Weſt, committing 'em to 
Conduct of ſuch Macedonians as were Perſons of 


greateſt Quality and Experience in Warlike Aﬀairs; 


against 
whom M- 
chael ſends 


his Army. 


which he might have taken, and obtain d ane 


conſidering into what Dangers his late Behaviour 
betray'd him, he now careſs'd both the Officers 
Soldiers, encouraging them with many Preſents, 
large Promiſes of future Rewards. Having mult 
his Army, he made Choice of Theodorus, Eunucl 
the late Empreſs, and Aaron Ducas, a Man of? 
Experience, and Brother to Comnenus his Wife, 
his Generals. 

Theſe Generals march'd at the Head of their Fo 
to Nicomedia, and from thence ſent to break dow 
Bridge of Sangarius, that Comnenus might not be 
to retire back that way, but being forc'd to goa 
they might be ſure to come up to him, ſo eager 
they for an Engagement. Comnenus, on the ( 
Hand, having ſtrongly fortify'd Nice, and left 
Baggage and Carriages in that City, he encam} 


ſome diſtance from the Enemy, and offer'd em! 


Ambuſtus had the Command of the Left Wing, 
Romanus Sclerus of the Right, whilſt he himſel 
the main Battel. At firſt Aaron, who led the) 
Wing of the Emperor's Forces, ſeem'd to hatt 
better, for he broke the oppoſite Wing, took R. 
Priſoner, and drove em back as far as theifC 


Vid 


hap, II. XCII. Iſaacius Comnenus 183 
tory, had he not been too diffident of his Succeſs; | 
the main Battel began to give Ground, and Com- 
had once Thoughts of flying away, and throw- 
himſelf into Nice, when he was inform'd that Am- 
, who had born down all before him, was pierc'd 
othe Enemy's Camp, which he had taken and 
nder'd, at which both he and his Soldiers were ſo 
mated, that they charg'd with freſk Vigour, and 


e kill'd in the Purſuit, and ſeveral Officers of #oraly 
icipal Note were taken Priſoners. When Michael routed ; 
firſt inform'd of the Overthrow of his Forces, 

was ſo ſurpriz'd, that had not ſome about him 
ſuaded him from it, he had ſent and offer'd the Im- 

al Crown to Comnenus. At laſt ſeveral of the 

feſt Senators were ſent to treat with him, and in 
ncluſion ic was agreed, that Comnenus ſhould be 

peed Ceſar, and all his Followers ſhould receive a 
|Pardon and Indemnity ; which was immediately 

fy'd by the joyful Emperor, who promis d to con- 

all Comnenus his Officers in their Employments, 

in a ſhort time to reſign the Adminiſtration of 

irs ſolely to his Conduct. 

o Perſon in the Camp oppos'd this Agreement but 

kun, who contended, with great Earneſtneſs, 
Stratioticus ſhould be depos d; that they baving de- 
bim, by a Solemn Oath, they could not without Per- 

re- admit him to the Throne ; that if they laid down 

r Arms, Comnenus would iz the end be infallibly 

md, ard they puniſh'd with the Loſs of their Eyes. In 

he was underhand encourag'd by the Senators 
nlelves, who were ſent to confirm the Agreement * 
behalf of the Emperor. Theſe Men repreſented to 

nenus the great. Advantages he had over Stratioticus; 

much the one was deteſted at Conſtantinople ; how 

eltly the other was deſir'd there; how ready the 

ple were to declare for him at his firſt Appearance, 

how unable Michael was to oppoſe him. 


N 4 Whilſt 


xe the Emperor's Forces an entire Defeat; many which are 
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and he 
forc'd 10 


reſign. 


Comne- 
nus bts a ; 
Behaviour aſſiſtant to him, particularly Michae! Cerularin 


in che Em Patriarch, whom he exceedingly reverencd, 


pire. 
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mies to the Roman Empire. This being procurd 
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Whilſt theſe things were thus agitating in 
Camp, the unhappy Emperor himſelf made void; 
Agreement he had juſt ſent to have confirm d, 
partly by fair Words, and partly by Menaces, obi 
both the Senate and the People to ſubſcribe a Writi 
and take an Oath, with moſt direful Imprecatig 
never to give Commenw the Title cf Emperor, ore 
him for their Sovereign; which would have bee 
very unreaſonable Engagement, had he deſign'd 
Ceſar. This Oath was exacted from 'em whilſt c 
nemus Was at a diſtance from the City, but being 
proach d within leſs than a Day's Journey to Cn 
tinople, they declar'd by common Conſent, Comm 
to be Emperor, and adjudg'd all ſuch as ſhould 
poſe him to loſe their Eſtates, and be declar d 


the Patriarch, and decreed in the Church, he 1 
Meſſengers to Cemnenm to invite him to the C 
and at the ſame time, by other Meſſengers, ord: 
Stratioticas to reſign, and depart from the Palace. 
firſt he had behav'd himſelf with much Caution 
ſeeming Fidelity to Stratioticus, but now he mad 
appear how much he had been from the Beginn 
concern'd in the Revolt. When the Biſhops that v 
ſent to Stratioticus deliver'd himtheir Meſſage, he 
minded of em what the Patriarch would give hi 
Exchange for the Empire, and they anſwer, 
Kingdom of Head n. He diveſted himſelf of the! 
rial Habit, and retir'd to his own Houle in the 
ſtle, after he had reign'd one Year; and Commenu 
riving in the ſame Evening, was, the next Morn 
being the firſt of September, crown'd in the fl 
Church by the Hands of the Patriarch, and dec 
Emperor of the Romans. 
Iſaacius Commenus, having by theſe means obt: 
the Empire, very liberally rewarded ſuch as had 


highly preferr'd his Nephews; and whereas he 


\ 
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4 himſelf to the Empire by the Force of Arms, 
nmediately caus d Money to be coin d with his 
e holding a Sword. He abrogated all the Acts 
gratioticus Without Diſtinction, and reſcinded thoſe 
nany of his Predeceſſors; proceeding with an e- 
Severity to all, as well Senators as common Peo- 
At length he fell upon the Monaſteries, from 
m he took what the Liberality of former Princes 


11 cncich'd em withal, and allow'd em no more 
a bare Subſiſtance. Theſe his Proceedings made 
ng WS {car'd more than lov'd by his Subjects, among 


m no one was found of Courage enough to blame 
W:pichend him except the Patriarch; who prefu- 

g upon his great Authority with him, and the 
ices he had lately done him, was as infolent in 
Reproofs, as boundleſs in his Demands, threatning, 


one, to which he had ſo lately exalted him ; at 
ch the haughty Emperor was ſo incens d, that 
nmediately baniſh'd him; and having firſt extort- 
rom him the Charter of Privileges and Immuni- 
| granted by Monomachus to his Monaſtery of 
gana, he pre ferr'd Conſt antinus Lichudes to be Pa- 
ch in his room. ; 

be warlike Temper and reſolute Behaviour of this 
ce ſo far influenc'd the Councils of his Neigh- 
rs, that they attempted nothing memorable a- 
t him: For tho' the Hungarians and Scythjians 
d ſome Inclinations to a Rupture, yet upon his 
Preparations they ſu'd for Peace; ſo that hardly 
ing memorable happen'd during the ſhort Reign 
8 1enus, who in the End quitted the Empire, 
2 Reſignation equal tothe Reſolution with which 
it he aſſum'd it. One Day, whilſt he was Hunt- 
he was blaſted by a Wind or Lightning, which 
bim into ſuch a Diſtemper, that deſpairing of a 
very, and conſcious to himſelf of the unlawful 
ns by which he had obtain'd the Imperial Digni- 
e made a voluntary Reſignation, and rerir'd into 


unleſs he comply'd, to pull him down from the 


of 


* 
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n Reſg- A Manaſtery, where he diſcharg'd the meaneft ( 


wation, 


and CHa. 
reter. 
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ces of the Houſe, and ſpent the Remainder of 
Days in continu'd Acts of Devotion and Conti 
having reign'd in all two Years and three Mo 
The Character left us of this Prince repreſentshi 
a Man of mix'd Qualicies, in ſome Things veryc 
mendable, in others as much to be reprehended, 
was by Nature Valiant, in his Diſpoſition Arroy 
dextrous in the Diſpatch of Buſineſs, and inflexih] 
any thing he had once reſolv d upon; he was exc 
ing skilful in Military Affairs, and tho illiterate 
ſelf, yet he was a great Encourager of Learning 
learned Men. When he was tax d with his ambit 
affecting the Empire, he reply'd, That the Domin 
of. a Fellow-Servant, who deny d him his juſt- Reward, 
intolerable. He is ſaid to have been ſo excee( 
Chaſte, that falling ill once when he was from hol 
and his Phy ſicians preſcribing the Company ofa 
man as a means to relieve him, he utterly refus( 
meddle with any other than his own Wite. 
Before Commenus reſign'd the Empire he was adi 
to provide it with a Succeſſor, in the Choice of y 
he rather conſulted the publick Safety of the SM 
than the private Intereſt of his own Family ; for 
he had ſeveral Children and near Relations of 
own, yet he made Choice of Conſtantinus Ducas, 
was eſteem'd a Man very worthy ſo high a Dig 
Ducas, being thus elected by Comnenus, and appt 
of by the People, was crown'd with great Solem 
at Conſtantinople ; having formerly diſcharg'd the; 
elt Offices in the State with the general Approbat 
he was eſteem'd the fitteſt Man in the Empire 
that high Dignity, tho' he afterwards appeard 
the Courſe of his Adminiſtration, ſubject to ſomt 
ces altogether unworthy of a Prince. He began 
Reign with the Promotion of ſeveral Perſons, 
had appear'd the beſt affected to him in his pt 
State, and the Reſtitution of others, whom tit 
verity of his Predeceſſor had-depriv'd and exclut 
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zithſtanding which he narrowly eſcap'd being op- 

'4 by a Conſpiracy form'd againſt him by ſome of 

noſt intimate Friends, which, being fortunately 

wer'd and ſuppreſs'd, he proceeded with no greater 

ity againſt choſe who had ungratefully foment- 

„ than to a Confiſcation of their Eſtates: After 

the apply'd himſelf with great Diligence to the 

irs of State, and ated upon all Occaſions with ſo 

1 Juſtice and Moderation, that he had deſerv'd to 

been reckon'd among the good Princes, had not 

tis good Qualities been poiſon'd by an inſatiate Ducas bir 
etoulneſs, which betray'd him to the ſevere Re. Coe 


ions of his Subjects at home, and expos'd the Ter- — 


ries of the Empire to the Inſults of the barbarous 10 5h. E. 
ions abroad ; for Ducas influenc d by ſome Max- pire. 

that had lately ſeduc'd ſeveral of his Predeceſ- 

out of a ſordid and unſeaſonable Principle of 

d Husbandry, ſuffer'd the Frontiers to lye naked, 

by that means gave the Turks an Opportunity of 


ending their Conqueſt, which they did on every 
Io this chiefly may be attributed the Ruin of 
Eaſtern Empire; for the Soldiers being thus neg- 
ed and unrewarded, grew remils and unactive, 
| the Poiſon which might have been ſtopp'd in 
e, diffus'd it ſelf by degrees, infected firſt the ex- 
im Parts, till at length ic became invincible, and 
an irreſiſtible Progreſs in the End ſeiz'd on the 
ad. His uſual Maxim was by no means to begin a 
„ but if the Empire was threaten'd with one from 
0ad, he maintain'd it to be at leaſt cheaper, tho 
ſo honourable, to court the Barbariant with Pre- 
s, and to buy a Peace rather than to be at the 
pence of Levies and Muſters. | 
his Diſpoſition in the Emperor, as it occaſion'd 
Loſs of ſome Provinces in the Eaſt, fo ic encou- 
d the Uzians, à Scythian People, to make a terri- 
Irruption into the Empire; for having taken Nice- 
uw Botoniates, who was afterwards Emperor, and 
ins Apocapes Priſoner; they paſs'd the Vr to the 
| Number 
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The Scy- Number of five hundred thouſand Men, and y 
thians I» ing all the Country thereabouts, march d up int 
x — = cedunia, and from thence into Greece, where they 
efeated by at Diſcretion, deſtroying all before em. Tho 
zbe Hun- Emperor ſeem'd ſufficiently ſenſible of the Cal 
£201anS- ties of his Subjects, yet he made no Preparation 

remove their Oppreſſors, but anſwer'd *thoſe 
earneſtly conjur'd him to it, That it was impoſſible 
del em. So that inſtead of marching at the Head 
an Army againſt em, he endeavour'd to purchal 
Peace by rich Preſents made to the Chief Offi 
and a Promiſe of an Annual Tribute for the fat 
When he found that, notwithſtanding all this, 
continu'd their Hoſtilities with more Barbarity t 
before; and being revil'd by his Subjects, as one 
facrific'd the Empire to his own ſordid Temper 
miſerable Covetouſneſs : In this Calamity he bet 
himſelf to Prayer, and order'd a general Faſt to 
obſervd throughout his Dominions, after which 
march'd out againſt em with no more than a 
ful of Men, as ſome have written, tho' others (a 
Army conſiſted of no leſs than an hundred and 
thouſand Men, which however was far inferior tc 
Number of the Scythians; who, being firſt exceed 
ly weaken'd by the Plague that had rag'd in ater 
manner among 'em, were ſuddenly ſer upon by 
Hungarians, whole Territories they had waſted 
their Paſſage into the Empire, and who cut 'em 
tirely off, and did the Emperor's Buſineſs for 
without the Aſſiſtance of his own Army. 

This was the moſt remarkable Action that happt 
during the Reign of this unactive Prince, toward 
End of which many of the Churches and mot 
ficent Palaces at Conſtantinople were overthrown 

Earthquake, which was attended by a Comet fol 
ing the Sun with ics Tail directed to the Eaſt: I: 
{een by the Inhabitants of Conftantinople for forty 
together, and ſerv'd to remind the Emperor 0 


approaching End; for having contracted a Di 


* 


b. III. XCIII. Conſtantinus Ducas. 189 
4 by this time grew incurable, he apply'd his 
mphts to the Settlement of the Succeffion in his 
ily, He had three Sons by the Empreſs Eudocin, 
of Conſtantine the youngeſt, being born after his 
ncement to the Empire, had ſome time before 
vinveſted with the Imperial Ornaments, but now 

used his other two, Michael Ducas and Andronicas, 

= :clar'd Emperors, and left the Empire to em 

but confidering they were young and incapable, 

| requir'd an Oath from the Empreſs never to 

which, being taken with great Solemnity, was 

d in the Hands of the Patriarch, and then appoint- 

ter to be Regent during the Minority of her Chil- 

After this he exacted an Oath from all the Sena- 

that they would admit of none for Emperors but 

dons; and having, as he thought, by this means fet- 

the Imperial Crown upon his Poſterity, he dy'd af- Ducas ka 
Reign of five Years and ſix Months, in the ſixtieth Del, 

rof his Age, in the fifth Indiction, A. D. 1067. | 

e was a Man of exemplary Piety and Juſtice, un- and che 
ſometimes he was biaſs d by his Avarice, which r. 
e him in the Deciſion of Controverſies, not al- 

sobſerve the Preſcript of Laws, but to determine 

rary to Law, and with a Refpe& of Perſons. 

he was unlearn'd himſelf, yet he had a great 

em for learned Men, declaring often, That it 

d bave pleas d him better to have been enobled 

wing than Sovereignty, He proceeded with much 

eration againſt ſuch as conſpir'd againſt him: He 

1great Lover of Plain-dealing, and Men of Inte- 
and had it not been for his abominable Cove- 

nels, which reign'd predominant over all the reſt 

is Qualities, he had undoubtedly enrich'd the 

ene with many Royal Virtues. a 

m{antine was no ſooner dead but the Turks, hear- The Tuts 
the Management of Affairs was lodg'd in the — 
ds of a Woman, in Contempt of her Sex, and 8 
tender Years of her Sons, fell with great Confi- Enpir-. 

e into the Provinces of the Empire, waſting Me- 
ſopotamia, 
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ſopotamia, Cilicia and Cappadocia at pleaſure; wid 
ing reported at Conftantinople very much afflide 


Empreſs, who found her ſelf in no Condition g 


, poſe em. The greateſt part of the Army hal 


Romanus 


disbanded in her Husband's Days, that whichy 
Foot was Undilciplin'd and Licentious; the 
in general were diſſatisfy'd, and ſome, who were 


mies to her Family, ſeem'd to commiſerate the 


ſent State of the Empire, which requir'd a M 
Worth and Courage at the Helm, inſtead of a 
helpleſs, and unregarded Woman ; and this they; 
with the greater Heat, becauſe they thought the 
preſs would never think of marrying in regard 
Oath ſhe had lately taken. Eudocia was quick 
form'd of what had been mov'd with ſo much 
dom againſt her, and knew the only way ſhe ha 
to prevent the Miſchiefs with which ſhe was th 
en'd, was to marry ſome Valiant deſerving] 
who, being entruſted with an abſolute Coma 
might Protect her and her Children. 

Romanus Diogenes was at that time a Priſoner a 


Diogenes. fantinople, where he had been committed by the 


preſs, to whom he was accus'd as one who affede 
Empire. He was a Perſon of a very beautiful 
and generous Temper : Being about this times 
out to receive the Sentence of Death, which hu 
bition had deſerv'd, the whole Aſſembly were to 
at the Appearance of the unhappy Priſoner, 
Illuſtcious Birth, for he was deſcended from the 
peror Romanus Argyrus, and Excellent Qualifica 


| ſeem'd to haye deſign'd him for a more honou 


Fate, with the Conſiderations of which no one 
more affected than the Empreſs her ſelf. H 
therefore put a ſtop to the Sentence they were 
to denounce againſt him, ſhe gently check'd hi 
his ill-tim'd Ambition; and having obtain'd an 
from him for his future Fidelity, ſhe firſt ſet 
Liberty, and ſhortly after made him Generald 
her Forces, firmly reſolving in her ſelf to mar) 


le t 
pr 
df. 
me 
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could but recover the Writing, in which her 
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was compris'd, out of the Hands of the Patri- - 

In this ſhe was aſſiſted by a Favourite Eunuch, 
zpply'd himſelf with much Art and Diſſimula- 
o that Prelate, telling him that the Empreſs had 


er Eyes upon one Bardas, a young Gentleman 
e Court, and the Patriarch's Nephew, and was 
ll affected to him, that ſhe would gladly marry 
and make him Emperor, if the Patriarch would 
arge her of the Oath ſhe had lately taken, and 
ince her of the Lawfulneſs of it. Fobannet X. 
w, a Perſon of great Probity and Learning, was 


at time Patriarch of Conſtantinople 5 and tho' he 
therwiſe averſe to the Honours and Vanities of 


orld, yet being dazzl'd with the Proſpect of 
lephew's Promotion, readily promis d the Eu- 
to concur with the Empreſs in whatever ſhe 
| defire of him relating to that Matter, and ac- 
ngly ſhortly after repreſented to the Senators, 

he ſent for one by one, © the dangerous Con- 
ion of the Empire, continually threaten'd with 
reign Invaſions, which were not to be repreſs'd 
the Hands of a weak Woman, or the Authority 
young Children, and therefore requir'd the Va- 
Ir and Judgment of ſome deſerving Man. Then 
took an Occafion to exclaim againſt the raſh 
th, which had been unjuſtly impos'd upon the 


preſs, rather to ſatisſie the jealous Humour of 


late Emperor, than for any Advantage could 
le from it to the Commonwealth ; he there- 
e urg'd how reaſonable it was for the Empreſs 
be diſcharg'd from the Obſervance of it, that 
ng thus ſet at Liberty ſhe might make Choice 
lome Worthy Perſon, able to undergo the Bur- 

of Affairs, and to take upon him, in this vi- 
le time of Danger, the Protection both of the 


preſs, her Children, and the Empire. Thoſe 


of the Senate, who were not mov'd by theſe 


ments, were overcome by more 9 
ifts 


— — * — n 
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Diogenes arch, and got her ſelf diſcharg'd from her 
name the ſhortiy aſter marry'd Diogenes, who was they 


£ Empreſs. 


His Succeſs 
azainſt the 
Turks, 


' | | "0 : \ \ 
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Gifts from the Empreſs ; fo that che Patria 


a Pablick Act of Senate, reſtor'd the Wrix 
her; and ſhe, having thus circumvented the 


Proclaim'd Emperor. 725 
Diogenes being thus, by a ſurpriſing Turn d 
tune, advanc d from a Priſon to the Throne, 
diately conſulted what were the moſt proper 
to reſtrain the Progreſs of the Turks, who gy 
very Day more terrible, and threaten'd the 
with an Univerſal Inundation. He found d 
mies of the Empire in a very deſperate Con 
which was chiefly owing to the Avarice an 
activity of the late Emperors. The Proving 
utterly impoveriſh'd, and the Affairs at home 
unſettiu Condition; notwithſtanding all the 
conveniencies, being a Man of a hardy reſoluß 
ture, he paſs d over into Afe at the Head 
ſmall Army ill provided, uſing all the mean 
ſible to recruit and ſupply ic as he march'd 
Shortly after he was inform'd that the Turki 
tan hearing of his Approach, and ignorant d 
Numbers he was leading againſt him, was 
himſelf; but having divided his Army into 
Bodies, ſent one of em into the Southern P;| 
Afia, and the other into the North, which dell 
all the Country as they march'd along; ai 
priſing the City of Neo Cæſoria, now Na 
Pontus, had ſack d it, and were gone off . 


rich Booty. Hereupon ſelecting out the fo 
Troops he had in his Army, he coaſted the ba 
try with great Expedition, and never reſted d 
was got betwixt the Turks and home; and 7. 


ſuddenly upon em charg'd em fo briskly tha 
fled away in great Confuſion, and left all thei 
gage and Carriages, and whatever they got il 
late Expedition, and the Sack of Neo-Caſa 
hind em; from thence the Emperor mars 


* 
— 
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„, which was deliver d up to him, together 
+ irrapolu, where he ſhortly after built a ſtrong 
tle. Here whilſt he lay, being inform'd that part 
his Army, which he had detach'd to join the 


ces he at firſt had left behind him, were in dan- 


h all Expedition, and march'd to their Relief; 
the Turks far exceeding him in Numbers, ſur- 
nded him on a ſudden as he lay- encamp'd near 


tion. At the ſame time the Governor of Aleppo 
cherouſly revolted from him, and went over to 
Enemy, who, in great Confidence of an aſſur d 
tory, were already dividing the Spoils; but the 


ly out of his Camp, and-fell with great Violence 
n'em, as they lay in Security, -lictle prepar'd 
ſo unexpected an Attack, ſo that they were ea- 
routed, and he might have had an entice Vi- 
over 'em, had he thought it adviſable to pur- 
em far from his Camp, Several Towns were 
r this deliver'd up to him as the Conſequence 
is Victory, and having diſpers'd his Army into 
ter-Quarters in Cilicia, and the Parts adjacent, 


ly time to repoſe himſelf, before he was in- 
d, that the reſtleſs Turks were again Invading 
Frontiers of the Empire after their uſual man- 


; ſo that in the beginning of the Spring he 
forc'd to renew his Expedition againſt them, 
having repreſs'd. their Fury in thoſe. Parts, he 
d into Cappadocia, where he was inform'd that 
Turks, having defeated Philaretus, whom Dioge- 
nad left for the Security of the Frontiers upon 
Euphrates, had afterwards ſack d Iconium, à rich 
populous City in Cilicia; whereupon he pre- 


naß 2pon the Report of his coming they were re- 
8 * | 


tir'd, 


of being overthrown by the Turks, he decamp'd . 


, and threaten'd him with an unavoidable De- 


peror, without founding 'a Trumpet, 3 ſud- 


turn d himſelf to Conſtantineple ; where he had 


and had done much Miſchief about Neo-Cz- 


| to march againſt em in Perſon, but hearing 


tir'd, he ſent the Governor of Antioch to ftofy 


hearing that the Emperor's Forces were appro 


he firſt ſettled the Affairs of the Provinces, and 
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Paſſage near Mopſueſtia, who found the Work, 
great Meaſure , done to his Hand by the 
ans, who fell upon em in the Plains of Ty 
and ſtripp d em of all their rich Booty ; and 


ing fied away by Night, and with great Dif” 
eſcap'd into their own Country; which the Eq 
ror. underſtanding, and the Year being far advay 


return'd once more to Conſtantinople; where he n 
vigorous Preparations for a powerful Expedition 
gainſt the Turks the Spring following. 

It is not to, be conceiv'd what great Alterat 
were wrought in the Army in ſo ſhort a time 
fince this Emperor's Advancement; Levies wen 
gularly made, the Legions were duly Officer d, 


and the Officers juſtly encourag'd ; ſo that hai. 
Diogenes his Authority come to an untimely End, 12 
had in all likelihood been as terrible to his N. 


bours as moſt of his Predeceſſors; but Fortune 41 
pear'd as abſolute in his Deſtruction, as ſhe had þ * 
before in his Exaltation, and Fate had deternifiſſ | 
otherwiſe of the Empire. 


In the beginning of the Spring the Em . 
march'd into Aſia, and muſter'd his Forces in * 


menia, where one of the Legions mutiny'd a 
him, for that they thought him too ſevere in 1 
Diſcipline of the Army; but he, with an un 7 
Conſtancy, threaten'd to turn the reſt of the 
my againſt em, and ſo quickly pacify'd em. 
the mean time the Turks began to be in Ma 
on the other ſide, and ſeveral Actions hapyt F 
between Parties detach'd from both Armies, in 


of which Nicephorus Baſilacius, who command 1 
General for the Emperor, was taken Priſoner, m 


honourably. us d by Aran, the Turkiſh Sultan, „5 


— 


— 


This Prince, being a Man of great Experience and 
icy, reflecting on the doubtful Event of War, 
the numerous Forces the Emperor had rais'd a- 


r inclining inadviſedly to the Advice of ſome a- 
him, who perſuaded him that this Condeſcenſi- 
the Sultan proceeded from Fear, and an A 

enfion of his Power, return'd a haughty Anſwer 
he Ambaſſadors, and prepar'd for an Engage- 


{ of Ruſelius, one of his moſt experienc'd Officers, 
blent, and a Company of Scythians, who ſerv'd 
e Reman Camp, revolted to the Turks, and there 
great reaſon to think that their Countrymen, 
were left behind, would ſoon follow their Ex- 
e; notwithſtanding which the Emperor, either 
ming that the Strength he had remaining was 
ent for the Service, or being hurry'd by his De- 
drew out his Forces into Order of Battel, and 
ell upon the Enemy; who ſtill flattering them- 
with ſome hopes of an Accommodation, were 
much ſurpriz d to be thus unexpectedly charg'd, 
hav'd themſelves like Men, who were equally 
ling to fight and to fly. However the Diſpute 
ontinu'd with various Succeſs on both ſides the 
ſt part of the Day; for tho' the Turks ſome- 
gave Ground, yet they kept themſelves in Or- 
nd charg'd briskly upon the Romans, till Dioge- 
ho was by this time advanc d at ſome diſtance 
i Camp, which he left weakly guarded, began 
rehend leſt the Enemy, who were ſuperior to 
Numbers, ſhould aſſault and take it, and there- 
erceiving the Night to approach he ſounded a 
t, and retir'd in good Order with that part of 


„ the Son of Jobn Duca, Brother to the late 

or Conſtantine, WhO look d on Diogenes his good 

e with a malicious 55 and had a great Body 
| 4 0 


- 


ſt him, ſent his Ambaſſadors to Dzogenes with Pro- which are 
is for a firm and honourable Peace; but the Em- rejecbad. 


. A great Body of his Troops, under the Com- 


Imy which he commanded in Perſon : But 4 
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The Turks 
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of the Roman Forces under kis Command, puhli 
boldly, to thoſe who were near him, that the EN 

ror fled ; and to encreaſe the Confuſion he ſaw? 

in, and confirm their Fears, he ſuddenly turn} 

Horſe about, and fled with great .Precipitation 

the Camp, and was follow'd in a diſorderly mannefl 

the reſt of the Army, whom the Turks purſud, 

did great Execution upon the Fugitive. Chriſty 

The Empe- The Emperor, ſeeing the Condition his Forces w 
Tor aefeat- in, did all that lay in his Power to make em fla 
ken priſa. but they, being preſs d hard by the Enemy, w 
ner, deaf to all Orders, and ſhifted every Man for hin 
The Emperor, being thus forſaken by his Army, 
oppreſs'd by the Multitude of his Enemies, man 

whom he ſlew with his own Hands, was taken 

ſoner, having firſt receiv'd ſeveral Wounds, and 

his Horſe kill'd under him. When firſt the d 

heard of his being taken he could hardly give Ci 

to it, 'till he was aſſur'd, by the Ambaſſadoh hel 

lately ſent, that it was the Emperor, and by Bd 

cius, who fell down at his Feet, and paid him 

| Honours due from a Subject to a Soveraign ; wit 
| and i; bo- upon Axan embrac'd the Royal Priſoner, whoſe 
_ , nowrably  dejected, and aſham'd. of his Captivity, and 4 
ee himto bear with Patience the Chance of War, Wl 
* gives the Victory not always to the Brave, but! 
miſe'd, tunate; promiſing, at the ſame time, to uſe him 
0 like a Captive, but an Emperor, which he dil 
cordingly, lodging him in a Royal Tent, ente 

ing him at his own Table, and releaſing ſuch Mill © 

ners for whoſe Liberty the Emperor petition d; 

when he had thus entertain'd him with great Mi 

ficence for ſeveral Days together, a perpetual H 

was concluded betwixt em, and the Emperot 

miſs d with ſuch Honours as never could have 
expected at the Hands of an Enemy and Bar 

Being thus diſmiſs d he went attended with te. 

kiſh Ambaſſadors, who were to ſee the Peace Ml + 


| 
| y d at Conſtantinople, to Theodeſiopols, where ie 


ip. III. XCV. Michael Ducas. 197 
ded ſame time for the Cure of his Wounds, deſign- 
„ as ſoon as he was recover'd, to proceed on to the 
perial City, where ſuch Alterations had been made 
ing the unfortunate Prince his Captivity, as pro- 
d him but an uncomfortable Welcome. For Fob», 
Brother of Conſtantinus Ducas, and Pſellus a chief 
ator, and others of the ſame Faction, hearing Dio- 
z was taken Priſoner, thruſt Eudocia the Empreſs 
m the Government, and having forc'd her into a 
naſtery, proclaim'd her eldeſt Son, Michael Ducas, Michael 
peror ; who being young and ignorant, Jobs at: Ducas. 
is his Guardian, and arrogated to himſelf the ſole 
nagement of Affairs, preferring Pſellus, and ſuch 
er of his Accomplices as had been inſtrumental in 
late Revolution, and diſcountenancing all thoſe 
o ſeem'd in the leaſt diſpleas'd at it. 2 
n the mean time hearing Diogenes was releas d, and 
being recover'd of his Wounds, he was approach- 
the Imperial City, he iſſu'd out Letters in the 
Ing Emperor's Name, commanding all the Gover- . 
5 of the Provinces, through which he was to paſs, 
to receive or obey Diogenes as Emperor, but to de- 
him all the Honours due to that high Dignity ; and- 
g inform'd that upon the News of ſo unexpected 
evolution he was fortifying himſelf in a Caſtle 
d Docia, whither ſome of his moſt faithful Friends 
ted to him, he ſent Andronicus his eldeſt Son, Dio- 
his inveterate Enemy againſt him. Andronicus 
ing eaſily defeated him, purſu'd the unfortunate 
ce to Adana, a City in Cilicia, where, being cloſe- 
elieg'd by Andronicus, he was at length forc'd to 
ender upon Condition he might retire to a pri- 
Life, and live unmoleſted. Andronicus, having 
got him into his Power, carry'd him into Phry- 
in expectation of farther Orders from the Court. 
e Diogenes felt dangerouſly ill, being, as many 
eted, ſecretly poiſon'd ; and, as if all this were 
ſufficient, his Eyes were ſhortly after in a bar- 


ds manner pull'd out, and he confin d to the 
| 1 + ae | Iſland 


198 


8 Diogenes 
his Dea! h. 


of this barbarous Cruelty, and that it was done by 
'Contrivance and Authority of John, his Uncle; ii 
ever it were, he muſt be allow'd to have been x 


an heard of the miſerable End of the late EH 


him. This unfortunate Prince ſuffer'd all this with 


naſtery, and not ſuffer'd by her Preſence to Ml 


i 
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Iſland Prota, where he ended his Days in a mol 
ſerable Manner; for as there was no Care tab 
his Wounds his Eyes putrify'd, and Worms brei 
of the Putrifaction, which created ſuch an abonj 
ble Smell, that no one could endure to come 


admirable Patience, and dy d ſoon after in the M 

of October, after he had reign'd three Years and 

Months, A. D. 1071. e 
Some ſay the young Emperor was wholly igna 


fortunate, and to have deſerv'd it as little as any 
his Predeceſſors. All his Perſonal Merit, and Pub 
Zeal for the Welfare of his Country, could noti 
the Divine Indignation, for being a Party to 
Breach of Oath in Eudocia the Empreſs, who 
ſelf receiv'd but ſmall Satisfaction from fo egit 
a Prevarication ; for as at firſt his neceſſary At 
dance in the Wars fotc'd her Husband from herl 
braces, ſo was She her ſelf at laſt ſhut up in! 


niſter to him, to Comfort and Condole with! 
in the utmoſt of his Extremities, and the ſe 
Trials. | | | 
Diogenes being thus remov'd, to the great Detrit 
of the Empire; Michael Ducas was generally rec 
for Emperor, but being ſluggiſh, and uncapable, 
chief Management of Affairs reſided in his Uncle} 
and his Family, who govern'd all with an indilp 
Authority, and apply'd their Power to the Opptel 
of thoſe they were bound to protect. As ſoon s 


he reſented it with a generous Indignation, andt 
celving the perpetual League he had ſo lately col 
ded with Diogenes, was hereby render'd ineffeRuil 
relolv'd inſtantly to revenge the Death of his Alli 
to Invade the Imperial Provinces, not ſo much 


\ 


— 
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- the ſake of Spoil, but as one who reſolv'd per- 

ay co Conquer what he Invaded, and Poſſeſs what 
had once Conquer d. | = 
The Emperor hearing of the great Preparations of 

> Turks, firſt ſent Iſaac Commenus, Son of the late Em- = 
or Comnenus, againſt them; who, marching at the _ v1 

ad of a numerous Army, at firſt had ſeveral Advan- S 

zes over the Infidels, whoſe advanc'd Parties he en- 

gd with Succels ; but being too haſty to bring it to - 

general Engagement, he was, after an obſtinate Di- 2. Turks. 
e on both Sides, totally defeated, his Army put to 4 the 

Rout, and himſelf taken Priſoner, and forc'd ſome — | 

je after to redeem himſelf with a vaſt Sum of Mo= 

V. In the mean while the Emperor, having rais d | 

ther Army, appointed his Uncle Jobn Ducas Com- 

nder in Chief, who had, in all probability, ſuc- 

ded in his Expedition had it not been for Raſelius, 

Urſelius, a Gaal, who with ſome Troops of that 

tion which he commanded; having revolted from 
Emperor, defeated Jobn near the River Sangarius, 

took him Priſoner ; and tho' he ſhottly after releas d 

and join'd with him againſt che Turks, yet were 

Troops ſo broken by the late Action, and the Spi- 

of the Soldiers in general ſo diſcompos'd; that 

 engag'd them on a ſudden, overthrew, and took 

both Priſoners, and had undoubtedly purſu'd his 

queſts without any Oppoſicion, had he not been 

ted by the Motions of Cutlu-Moſes, of whom 

tion has been made already, who fled from Tan- 

pix, the late Sultan, but hearing of his Death re- 

d with great Forces out of Arabia, and laying a 

m to the Sovereignty, prepar'd to decide the 
troverſie by a Battel. 3 

heſe Diviſions among the Turks muſt in time ex- 

uingly have broken their Strength, to the great Be- 

tof Chriſtendom, had not the Caliph of Babylon, 

, tho he had been depriv'd of his Temporal Sove- 
ty, yet continu'd to exerciſe an Authority over _” 

bin Matters of Religion, repreſented to em the- 
O 4 | great 


—— — 
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great Danger they were in by their Inteſtine Din 


come to a ſpeedy Agreement, and arm mutual 
gainſt the Chriſtians. . Theſe Words, which ca 
an unanſwerable Weight with them, wrought fol 


Au Agree- 
ment be- 
tween the 
Torks ex- 
treamly 
prejudicial 
ro che Chri- 
flians, 


; 


. Bithynia, and in the End made Nice the Seat oft 
Empire. 3 ä hn 


rial Dignity, ſome of whom, the better to purſue 


' Tience and Reputation; and tho' his late Revolt 


determin'd by the Caliph's Arbitration; who inf 


reſtor'd to Favour, and entruſted with a conſid 


tions, which had already deſtroy'd the Great, i | 


otherwiſe Invincible Empire of the Saracen, 
would infallibly do as much by them, did they 


ſonable an Effect upon the Competitors, that 
immediately laid down their Arms, and agreed u 


ly decreed that Axan ſhould enjoy, with an un 
puted Right, the new Monarchy ſo lately ered 
his Father in the Upper 4/2, and ſhould affiltc 
Moſes and his Sons in the Conqueſt of ſuch Pan 
they afterwards. obtain'd, and call'd from them 
comania, where they were to rule with an abſe 
and independent Authority. This Order, fo pa 
cious to the Conſtantinopolitan Empire, was purſu'd 
ſuch Application, that in a ſhort time they ſubdul 
Media, the Provinces, of Lycaonia, Cappadocia, Pi 


Nor is this their extraordinary Progreſs to be 
der'd at, conſidering it happen'd- during the ſlug 
Reigns of the preſent Emperor Michael Ducas, a 
Succeſſor Nicephorus Botoniates, . whoſe Weaknels 
Jacapacity encourag'd other Pretenders to the It 


Pretenſions, were not aſham'd to join with the 
themſelves, and make uſe of their Aſſiſtance; i 
ing natural to Ambition, to apply without Shams 
moſt infamous Means to the obtaining their un 
rantable Ends. Among theſe, in the firſt Place, 
Ruſelius before mention'd, who having, from his I. 
ſerv'd in the Roman Army, had acquir'd much Bl 


deſervedly render d him ſuſpected to the Emperdh 
being redeem'd out of Captivity by his Wife, he 
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mand in the Leſſer 4/2, where having join d to 
ſeveral Troops of his own, and other Nations, 
being ſecretly promis'd the Protection of the Turks, Ruſelius 
hrew off his Obedience to the Authority that had . 
t him thither, and aſpir'd at nothing leſs than the 
Ire, | 8 
lebe, upon the firſt notice of his Rebellion, ſent 
ral Commanders of great Eſteem againſt him, 
o, by their ſeveral. Overchrows, ſerv'd only to en- 
ale his Hopes and Preſumption. Some he circum- 
ted by Fraud, or over-power'd by ſudden and un- 
ected Onſets, and the reſt, being aſſiſted by the 
u, he defeated in open Battel; till at length the 
peror was advis'd to fend Alexius Comnenus, who 
aſterwards Emperor, againſt' him. Alexius, tho 
hat time very young, yet was even then look'd 
n to be a Man ſubtle and daring, and therefore 
pd the fitter to contend with Ruſelius. He accord- 
ly in a few Days, with a wonderful Succeſs, put a 
d to the Courſs of the Uſurper's Fortune, and re- 
d him to ſuch Straits that he was forc'd to apply 
ſelf to Tutach, who commanded at that time for 
Turks, with whom he offer'd to join both his In- 
ſt and his Forces. Alexius, who well knew the 
ſequence of ſuch a Conjunction, reſolv'd, if poſſi- 
to prevent it; he therefore, by Meſſengers ſent 
purpoſe to Tutach, repreſented to him, The Peace 
was at that time betwixt the Emperor and the Sultan, 
b it was his Duty religiouſly to obſerve : He told him 
ellus was equally obnoxious to the Turks and the Ro- 
s that having conquer d the latter his Ambition would 
e bim carry his Army into Perſia, where be would re- 
ibe ſame Heſtilities he had already committed in the 
r Aſia; and knowing the Mercenary Mind of 
barbarian, and how powerful Raſelius his Preſents 
formerly been, he offer'd him an immenſe Sum 
loney, upon Condition he would deliver the U- 
er up into his Hands; and concluded by telling 
He would nos owly oblige the Emperor, who was ready 
8 | | to 


| | to reward bim for ſo ſeaſonablè a piece Seien 
would do a thing highly acceptable to the Sultan þ 
who had great reaſon to be offended at a Man of N 
bis ambiguous Temper, who had, by Turns, been a | 
as, well to the Turks as the Romans. 52 
Tutach was affected with no part of this Mel 
ſo much as that wherein mention was made of ch 
ward. Having therefore, after a ſhort Conſult 
demanded a certain Sum, which was readily pr 
him by Alexius, he ſeiz'd ſuddenly on Ruſelin, 
ſent him bound to Amaſia, where the Roman Gy 


| then lay, who, with much difficulty, rais d theM 
and ir ſup. by a Contribution from the Inhabitants of that 


2 - and ſent Ruſelius to Conſtantinople, having firſt i be 
him to be blinded, as ſome have alledg'd, tho. 
affirm the contrary ; after which he reduc d all *! 

Towns that had either declar'd for Ruſelius when ” 

he uſurp'd, or had been forc'd by him afterwark Me 


ving, in the beſt manner he could, compos d the 
orders of thoſe Parts, he return'd to the Imperial 
the Aﬀaics of which were then in the utmoſt Ct 
ſion, for the People were generally diflatisfy'd 
the Government, and <a every Day receiyd! 
new Ground for Complaints, | 


About this time the City was affficted with af git 
vous Famine, during which the covetous and i 

| vident Emperor, who ought to have reliev'd the” 
habitants with a Fatherly Affection, leſſen d the! im 
ſure of the publick Corn, and conſequently rai fi 
Price of it, which deſervedly got him the Sumi“ 

_ Parapinaces. His Avarice had render'd him ſo ©* 
cious to the People, that they ſeem'd prepar'd ul © 
hold on the firſt Opportunity to remove hin” 


which tho' he was ſufficiently ſenſible, yet he 
no Cate, by any popular Act, to recommend lil 
1 to 'em. | "= | | 
Nicepho. During theſe Jealouſies and Diſcontents at i 
ms Boto. the Turks, having renew'd the War, prevail'd on 
mates. ſide abroad. Nicepborus Botoniates had been [et 


1 


mand the Forces of the Empire in Aſia, where 


25 enabl'd to bribe the Turks to countenance his 
fertakings ; he refolv'd no longer to ſerve a Prince 
niverſally contemn'd and diſlik d, but to ſet up for 
ſell. Accordingly having firſt try'd the Temper 
js Soldiers, whom he had oblig'd by his Liberali- 
he enter'd into a Treaty. with the Turks, who 
ea great Advantage of thoſe frequent Revolu- 
in the Empire, and was ſhortly after declar'd Em- 
r by the Army, N. : | 

licbael was ſo ill prepar'd for fuch a Defection, 


ation, which was aggravated, becauſe much a- 


who commanded in Dyrrachium, was preparing 


Weſt, and was ſo far from moving to his Aſſi- 
2 againſt Botoniates, that truſting to his own 
gth, and the Affection of his Soldiers, he refoly'd 
clare againſt em both. In this Extremity he 


t that time Duke of Calabria in Italy, to whoſe 


but Robert was at that time too much employ'd 


imſelf to oppoſe his Adverſaries, and deſpairing 
liftance from abroad, upon a certain Information 
Botoniates was approaching the Imperial City at 
ead of a numerous Army, compos'd as well of 
as Chriſtians, he ſubmitted to an invincible Ne- 
, and having firſt endeavourd to ſoften N- 
„by an humble ſubmiſſive Meſſage, he with a 


4 ſhortly after remov'd, and made Arch-Biſhop of 
1. : | 


g render'd conſiderable by his many Services, and 
ng wonderfully enrich'd himſelf, by which means 


he receiv'd the News of it with the greateſt Con- 
the ſame time he was inform'd Nicepborus Bryen- 


he like Attempt upon the Imperial Authority in 


Is Eyes upon Robert Guiſchard, a Norman by Birth, 
piter he had promis d his Son Conſtantine in Mar- 


me to ſupport his Allie, ſo that Michael, unable 


ing Chearfulneſs reſign'd the Imperial Orna- Michael | 
and retir d into a Monaſtery, out of which 4%. > 
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«nd Nice Immediately upon this Reſignation of Michal 


Rn cephorus enter'd Conſtantinople, where he was ach 


Emperor. 


2 and Diſcipline of his Troops. Bryennius was deſch 


the W:iſ, 


1 0 
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Vd 
Thus ended the Reign of a Prince, who, ſug 
ing one who had deferv'd ſo well, and been 
viceable to the Empire, was from the Beginning 
unacceptable to his Subjects; tho' in ſome Reſped 
was worthy of Commendation, for he was nun 
addicted to Learning, which was almoſt the 
thing that met with Encouragement throughgy 
Reign; for beſides his exceflive Covetouſnels, hy 
ſubje& to detract from and oppreſs ſuch as weref 
deſerving than himſelf. . How he behav'd himſch 
der his new Office 1s left uncertain, tho' we ſhalll 
occaſion to make ſome mention of him upon an 
Account heareafter. 


ledg'd Emperor on the twenty fifth of Marth, 1 
and being crown'd by the Hands of the Patn 
prepar' d with all diligence to reduce Bryennius, 
be conſider'd as a dangerous Competitor, both 
ſped of his Perſonal Abilities, and the great Co 


from an Illuſtrious Family, and ſo well qualify 
in his Perſon and his Mind, that he ſeem'd de 
by Nature from his Birth to Command. | 
march'd Eaſtward from Dyrrachium, the Cities thi 
which he paſs'd receiv'd him with open Arms 
reiterated Acclamations, and his Party encreas 
viſibly every Day, that for ſome time it was doll 
who was the Perſon deſign'd to be obey'd. By 
was not ſo well ſecur'd of the Affections of bi 
ple at home, to undertake the Expedition hill 
but committed the Conduct of the War to 4 
Comnenus, who, tho' created General in Chief 
the Forces for that purpoſe, with ſome Unwillig 
undertook it; for as the Eaſtern Forces were d 
employ'd for the Defence of the Frontiers agi 
Turk, who grew every Day more powerful, 

greateſt Part of thoſe. in the Weſt had declatt 
 -_ and left an inconſiderable Body to 0 

im. > | 22 
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vius was ſent at the Head of theſe againſt Bry- ,t 
, having receiv'd the Promiſe of being rein- , 9 
with ſome Turkiſh Auxiliaries ; but without 2 & 
ng for their Arrival he muſter'd his Army, and lexius- 

his March, well knowing how favourable the 

Delay would be to Bryennius, to whom the Peo- 

general were ſo well affected; and conſidering - 

much he was inferior to the Enemy in Strength, 

epar'd rather to circumvent him by Stratagems, £ 
oppoſe him in the Field. . A | 
cordingly he endeavour'd, as much as he could, 

pnceal from Bryennias, in his Marches and En- 

ments, the, Weakneſs of his Forces; and when, 

ſereral Attempts on each fide, and Skirmiſhes by 4 

es, he thought fit to bring it to a general En- > FR 
ment near Calaura in Thrace, he made ſo good a 
fhis Ground, and ſo artfully diſpos'd his Forces, 
Bryennius was in the end defeated and taken Pri- 
The Fortune of the Day continu'd doubtful. 
ome time, Alexius making that good by his Stra- 

5 which he wanted in Men; tho' had the 
an, that ſerv'd under Bryennius, purſu'd the Ad- 
ge they had at firſt over their Enemies, and had 

Im to plunder *till they had been aſfur'd of the 
ry, it had not declar'd ſo ſoon for Alexius ; who, 

g the Confuſion the unſeaſonable 'Avarice of 
Barbarians had created, ſeiz d on Bryennius bis 
-Horſe, adorn'd as it was with the Imperial 
ments, according to the Cuſtom of thoſe Times; 
having order'd it to be led up and down the 

„ proclaim'd aloud that the General was ſlain. 
this Device Alexius fix'd the Fortune of the 
for on the one Hand it added freſh Vigour 

e Imperial Troops, and quite diſpirited thoſe 
hennius on the other; and it was impoſſible for 

0 convince them of the Error, into which they  _ 
deen betray'd, till twas too late; wherefore „ rakes 2 
g himſelf irrecoverably loſt, he at length fled 57% Priſe- 
the reſt, and was taken in the Purſuit, uvivg _—_ 


Baſilacius Baſilacius was a Perſon remarkable for the Stun 
of his Body, and great Preſence of Mind, whichy 


» takings. Being naturally proud and ambitious, he 


in Execution; like the Heir of Bryennius his Conn 
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fift giving extraordinary Proofs of his Perſons 
lour. Alexius receiv'd him with a Reſpect and 
miſeration due to his Perſon and Misfortune,, 
ving fettled his Forces in, Quarters of Refreſh 
he ſet forward with this unhappy Priſoner ©] 
ſtantinople, but before he could reach the lug 
City, Borilus, the great Favourite of Boroniata, 
him with Orders from the Emperor, in whoſe 

he requir'd Bryennius to be deliver'd up to him 
gave him a Commiſſion to march back again] 
lacius, who began to appear as dangerous tothe 
pire as Bryennius had been before him. 


him bold, and capable of the moſt hazardous Ui 
been long deſigning what he now thought fit to 


as he prov'd afterwards of his Misfortunes,he pre 
with the Men of Intereſt in the Weſt to declare 
him, and at the Head of a conſiderable Numb 
Veteran Soldiers, and the Boors of the Country, 
were join'd by thoſe that had eſcap'd the late Dal 
he ſer out from Dyrrachium to Tbeſſalonica, whid 
eaſily took, and having been declar'd Emperor it 
March, he there began to exerciſe his Imperial 
thority. : | 
In the mean time Alexius, having drawn his Tit 
ont of their Quarters, march'd into Theſſaly, and! 
ceiving. how much Baſilacius was ſuperior to hit 
Force, he encamp'd himſelf very advantageouſſ 
tween two Rivers, prepar'd to prevent any Sum 
and vigilant to lay hold of all Advantages, Ba 
lay encamp'd very near him, and knowing the 
tion of his Adverſary, and how difficult it would 
to bring him to an Engagement, he reſoly'd to al 
his Camp by Night. Of this Alexius being appr 
ſive, either from his own natural Sagacity, or tht 
formation of Deſertets, gave Orders for all to be it 
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Evening; and having commanded the uſul! 
to be kindled throughout the Camp, and his 
Tent to be illuminated with Lamps, as foon as 
; approach'd he march'd out with his Forces 
ut the leaſt Noiſe, and poſted himſelf at a con- 
t diſtance behind his Camp, expecting the Iſſue 
Stratagem. Baſilacius, on the other fide, having 
yd his Men for that purpoſe, waited for the Op- 
ity he promis'd himſelf from the Darkneſs of 
ght, and then broke with great Violence into 
; his Camp; where, whilſt his Forces were dif- 
to kill their Enemies, whom they thought to 
ſleep, he himſelf prepar'd to ſurprize their Ge- 
in his Tent, whither he march'd with full con- 
e; but was hardly ſenſible of his Error, and the 
er he had thruſt himſelf into, before Alexius re- | 
in a regular Order, and fell ſuddenly upon — 
who, thinking their Enemies fled, were in a 
erly manner intent upon the Spoil, and unpre- 
at firſt to make any Reſiſtance. Baſilacins, be- 5 « de- 
e Diſappointment of his Prey, found now up- Joan oy 
hat great Diſadvantages he was to contend ; 
er he reduc'd his Forces into the beſt Order he 
le, and made good his Defence all that Night, 
me part of the Day following ; but at length, 
en, who were forc'd to fight upon unequal 
, began to give Ground, and perceiving Ma- 
Baſilacius his Brother, was taken, they fled with 
precipitation, and threw themſelves with their 
1 into Theſſalonica, whither Alexius cloſely pur- 
and immediately fummon'd the City; and 
e he was willing to get Baſilacius alive, if poſ- 
nto his Cuſtody , he promis d Security to his 
„and his Intereſt with the Emperor for an 
nity for what was paſt, provided he would 
and ſurrender himſelf. ; 
acius was fo far from accepting of theſe advan-- 
Conditions, that he prepar'd to hold out to 
Extremity ; but the Inhabitants, who _ 
 afcai 
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. retire into the Caſtle, whither he carry'd wig 


mote made Offers of an Accommodation to 309 
who with an unſhaken Conſtancy once more n 


Sword in his Hand, than ſubmit to his Enemies 


This Deſignation was not manag'd with ſo git 
crecy, but the Empreſs had Intimation of it, 4 


rable in the Empire, and made way for his fut 


2 


„ Roman Hijtory. | 
afraid left Alexius ſhould demoliſh their Town, 
their Gates, allowing Baſilacius juſt time enoyy 


the {ame invincible Spirit, before the ViRoriy 
neral was receiv'd into the City. Here Alea 


em, chufing rather to fall like a Soldier wi 


the Soldiers, who were to defend the Caſtle, ta 
at Alexius his Succeſs, laid violent Hands upoofif 
and deliver'd him up to the Roman General; 
together with his Priſoner, ' ſent an Account 
Victory to the Emperor, who commanded Bj 
his Eyes to be pluck d out, and dignify'd Ala 
the Title of Sebaftos, or Auguſtus. 


4 


By theſe Services Alexius render'd himſelf a 


vancement, which he ſhortly after effected. 
he was faithfully aſſiſted by his Brother 1/a 
under-hand by Mary the Empreſs, at firſt the 
Michael Ducas, and afterwards of his Succeſſa 
phorus Botoniates. Nicepborus, being an eaſie, in 
dent, and unadtive Prince, ſuffer'd himſelf tol 
vern'd by Borilus and Germanus, two Scythian Bit 
who, well acquainted with the Arts of the 
reign'd there with an invidious Authority; whel 
perceiv'd that Botoniates was too much declin'dit 
to hope for any Iſſue of his own, they advisd! 
think of a Succeſſor ; and he, tho' Conſtantinu 
Son of the late Emperor, and his own Sot-il 
had an indiſputed Right to ſucceed him, yet 
ſome Conſultation with his two Favourites, | 
clar'd privately in Favour of Synademm, a You! 
ted to him, of Illuſtrious Parentage, great Beau 
of other Qualities uncommon to one of his 


ing highly concern d at the Injury the though 


/ 
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e doing her Son, ſhe diſcover'd all to Iſue and 
n Comnenus. Iſaac had lately marry'd one of her 
Relations, and Alexius was ſo powerful in the 
y, and had been juſt then adopted by her, that 
was ealily perſuaded, both by Affinity and Intereſt, 
pply to them; and they, being naturally Ambi- 
; and by Birch laying a Claim to the Empire, 
re to ſtrengthen her Reſentments, and promis'd 
all imaginable Aſſiſtance. 3 ys; 
he Intimacy that daily appear'd betwixt the Em- 
and the Comneni, adminifter'd juſt Grounds of 
ouſie to the two Favourites, who therefore at firſt 
eavour'd to render 'em ſuſpected to the Emperor, 
when they found that could not be effected, they 
ard by ſome violent Means to remove em. Of Alexius 
Alexius receiv'd a ſeaſonable Information, ſome % in 
by means of the vigilant Empreſs her ſelf, ſo that — 
ng firſt inform'd his Mother and Relations of the fi a ke 
ger they were in, he apply'd himſelf to Pacuria- volt. 
a Principal Officer in the Army, the ſmalneſs 
hoſe Stature was abundantly made good by the 
eneſs of his Soul, his Experience in the Wars 
Illuſtrious Birth. Pacurianus being inform'd b 
us of the two Brother's Deſigns, without any 
ation return'd. him this reſolute Anſwer, If early 
ext Morning you will withdraw to the Army, behold 
the faithfal Companion of your Fight and Fortunes; 
F you delay a Moment longer, I will inſtantly diſcover 
the Emperor, and inform bim of the Treaſonable Pro- 
1 you have made me. Alexius, charm'd with fo 
etous a Proceeding, came immediately to this 
eement with him, which was confirm'd by Oath, 
t when ever the one ſhould be advanc'd to the Impe- 
Dignity, the other ſhould ſucceed bim in all his Em- 
ents, | | 
his being done to their mutual Satisfaction, A- 
„ Iſaacius, Pacurianus, and the reſt of their Ad- 
ts, fled early in the Morning towards the Ar- 
lying then upon the Borders in Thrace > from 
* © whence 


A 
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ed the Power of the Comneni, who were Mal 


were able to puniſh him upon a Refuſal ; tot 
Conſideration he added another of no leſs weig 


Treaſure, part of the Emperor's Revenue, to ( 


he palſs'd, 


© The Roman Hiſtory. Vol 
whence they ſent a Meſſenger to Jobn, the Bra 
of the late Emperor Conſtantinus Ducas, living they 
thoſe Parts, with Invitations to partake of the 
tertainments, as they term'd it, which they had hy 
preparing. Toby at firſt receiv'd the Meſſenger w 
much Conſternation ; on the one Hand he wx 
fraid of the Emperor's Reſentment, (who bad 
ready entertain'd a Jealouſie of him) ſhould 
Conſpirators miſcarry ; on the other he appreha 


of all the Forces quarter'd in that Country, | 


the general Diſlactisfation of the People upon 
great Progreſs of the Turks, who prevail'd in 
Parts, and had lately taken the City of Cyz 
which made em prone to any Innovations. H 
upon he chearfully embrac'd the Propoſals, and 
dering his numerous Retinue to be got ready, 
fet forward on his Journey, and on his way in 
cepted an Officer, who was going with a | 


ftantinople, which he ſeiz d, and by ſo unexpetd 
Supply, render'd his Appearance more welcom 
the Comneni. 

Immediately upon his Arrival the Chief Oi 
of the Army conſulted what was next to bed 
and after ſome Conſideration whether {/aacim 
Alexins ſhould be declar'd Emperor, it was u 
mouſly decreed in favour of the latter, as well a 
Inſtigation of I/aacius himſelf, as by the Advice 
earneſt Exhortations of John Ducas, and all-hish 
erful Relations, who were the more inclinabk 
him becauſe Alexius had marry'd Irene, one of 
Family. Accordingly Alexius was declar'd, and 
ted Emperor by all the Army, which he led, by" 
Marches, towards Conſtantinople, receiving the Ad 
mations and Acknowledgments of all the Ci 


Nic 
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un 17-ep hors receiv'd the News of his Approach wich 

a moſt Conſternation ; his Age had robb'd-him of 

at Strength and Activity for which he had hereto- 

e been deſervedly renown'd, and his preſent Dan- 

had render'd him uncapable of ſafe and whole- 

Councils. The Citizens in general were diſaf- 

ied, the Senate irreſolute, and tho' his two Favou- 

zs, and ſome others continu'd faithful to him, yet 

y ſcem'd rather reſolv'd to Fall with him, than 

pable of Protecting him. The-Senſe of his own 

urpation added a weight to his preſent Confuſion, 

| the Wrong he had done others taught him what 

was to expect himſelf. | | eo 

Whilſt he lay under theſe Apprehenſions Alexius 0 

proach'd the Imperial City, to which he thought 

fit to lay a regular Siege, but by ſlight Skirmiſhes, 

| momentary Attempts, try the Temper and Incli- 

ions of the Inhabitants; chuſing rather, if poſſible, 

have it betray'd into his Hands, than by the Obſti- 

y of a Siege to force it. In this he was very hap- 

alliſted by George Palzologus, a Perſon of Princi- 

Authority in the Empire, who at firſt was with 

at Difficulty perſuaded to eſpouſe the Intereſt of 

Comneni ; but having once embracd it he appear'd 

ery zealous Champion for them, tho' his Father 

inu'd firm in his Obedience to Botoniates. This 

nenter'd into a Treaty with him, who had one of 

Quarters of the City committed to his Charge, 

he promis'd to open the Gates at the ſame time 

t Palæologus, who got ſecretly into the Town, was 

Ive Alexius a Signal from the Turret, that he might -* 

ch and take Poſſeſſion of them. This Deſign was . te, 

cuted with a Succeſs ſuitable to the Secrecy with Conſtan- 

ch it was concerted; and the Comneni were Ma- tinople, ⁶ 

of the City before Botoniates knew it was aſſault- | 

Alexius his Army, being compos'd of Barbarians 

ll as Chriſtians, tis incredible to relate the Mif- 

1 they did in that rich und populous City, which 1 

plunder'd with an * of Brutality, with- — 
| 2 out _ 
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out any regard had to things Sacred, robbing 
Churches as well as Shops, prophaning Clog 
and unripping Houſes with an equal Impetuoſij 

Palzolegus, having thus gain'd Admiſhon for 4 
us his Troops into the City, ſo dexterouſly mum 
the Officers of the Fleet then riding in the Hi 
that they all declar'd for the new Emperor; andy 
niates ſent to offer a Submiſſion to Alexim, to wi 
he propos'd wholly to refign the Power of Emp 
provided he might be ſuffer d to ſhare the Name! 
him, and reſerve ſome of the outward Ornament 
the Imperial Dignity: To this the Comneni are fail 
have aſſented, but were with great Obſtinacy opp 
in it by John Ducas, who, diſcovering his implac 
Hatred to Botoniates, upon the Account of his! 
phew Michael, would ſuffer Alexius' to liſten to 
Accommodation. In the mean time<Borilw, of 
ving wich how much Security Alexius his Sold 
rang d throughout the City, drew together a; good 
dy of Forces well arm'd, and of approy'd Fide 
with which he offer'd Botoniates to fall upon the 
thinking Enemy, and promis'd to give him ag 
Account of his Undertaking. This Offer wastha 
fully receiv'd, by the diſconſolate Emperor, but 
ma the Patriarch happening to be preſent, and dr 
ing the Effuſion of Blood, from which, after the 
Impreſſion, Alexius his Soldiers had hitherto abſla 
advis'd him at length to ſubmit to the Divine 
and retire to a private Life, rather than by his 
ſtinacy ſuffer the City to be polluted with the Sia 
ter of Chriſtians wallowing in each others Bi 
Botoniates was fo lively touch'd with this Hear 
Exhortation, that he immediately retir'd out df 
Imperial Palace, and fled for Refuge to the 6 
Church ; where with much Difficulty, he w# 
ſuaded to be ſhaven, and to turn Monk, afteraN 
of almoſt three Years, during which he did nol 
anſwerable to the Expectation Men had conceal 
him before his Advancement, but left the Empl 
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orle Condition than that wherein he found it, 
zring the Turks to gain Ground every Day in Aſia, 
hout undertaking any thing effectually to reſtrain 
His great Favourite Bori/us made it appear in 
end how much he lov'd the Authority, and how 


factor ; for when he found that the Patriarch's 
onitions had prevail'd, contrary to his Advice 
Expectation, and that the confus d Emperor had 
zot to diveſt himſelf of the Imperial Gown be- 
he quitted the Palace to retire to the Church, 


he Sleeve, adding, with an inſolent Reproach, 


e the Condition he had with ſuch a poorneſs of 
it embrac'd. After Botoniates had been for ſoms 
in the Cloyſter, he was ask 'd by one of his inti- 
Friends, With what Temper of Mind he bore that 
we of Condition? To whom he reply'd, That he 
| nothing unpleaſant in his preſent State of Life, but 
njoin'd Abſtinence from Hel. ; an uncommon An- 
to an obvious Queſtion. | 


e he eſteem'd the Perſon of his great Maſter and 


violently tore off the Jewels that were faſten'd 


an Habit, depriv'd of all Ornaments, beſt be- 


1. 1 9 
1081, 


ſelf was an unregarded Plea, unleſs ſupported 
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From the Beginning of Alexius his Reign, 'till 
Weſtern Chriſtians expell d the Greeks au 
Conſtantinople. 


Containing the Space of 119 Tears, 


I. IF Alexius had confider'd the unhappy Concll 

of the late Reigns, he would have had (i 
reaſon to have coveted his Advancement ; but At 
tion, like a vicious Glaſs, repreſents things in 
wrong Colours, and makes ſome Men fond of 
Imperial Purple, tho' in the end proves as pernic 
as Hercules his Shirt. The greateſt and beſt Prets 
to Power is a larger Opportunity of doing good, 
in the mean time a Man has as full a Scope for 
Exerciſe of his Virtues in a Cell, as upon a Thit 
and that Water which flows from a polluted Fount 
how clear ſoever it may appear, muſt be danga 
and unwholſome. However Uſurpations wel 
this time, grown fo familiar to the Conſtantiniuli 
that he only was judg'd to have a Legal Right, 
had the longeſt Sword; and Succeſſion was lo 
from being obſerv'd among 'em, that Poſſeſſi 


Force of Arms; than which nothing can be 
pernicious to the _ of a State, or more 
rently threaten the Diſſolution of it. 

Alexius, having thus maſter'd the City of Ca 
nople, was immediately, upon Botoniates his Relj 
on, crown'd by the Hands of the Patriarch, 1 
Month of April, in the fourth Indiction, 4 
1081, after which he took care, in the beſt m 
he could, to reward thoſe who had been inſtrum 
in his Promotion; but found himſelf ſo unab 


anſwer all their Deſerts, or Expectations, thath 
| | ; | 01 
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ig d to invent new Honours and Dignities to gra- 
e them. Conſtantinus Ducas, the Son of the late Em- 
tor Micbael, was honour'd with a Shadow of the 
perial Dignity ; he was ſuffer'd to wear an Impe- 
Crown, and. make uſe of the other Ornaments in- 
arable to that Dignity. He ſign'd with Alexius in all 
d; and Grants, was ſaluted with him in all publick 
clamations, and follow'd immediately after him in 
general Proceſſions. A Promiſe of this his Mo- 
r Mary, the late Empreſs, is ſaid to have obtain'd 
m the Comneni before they undertook to declare a- 
nft Botoniates, which was now confirm'd by a Gol- 
Bull ac the Inſtigation of Jobn Ducas, who thought 
he only Means to perſuade Mary to quit the Impe- 
| Palace, from whence he was defirous to remove 
either out of an inveterate Averſion to her Per- 
or a Diſtcuſt leſt ſhe ſhould give Occaſion to ſome 

Commotions ; for ſhe was a Prince ſs belov'd by 
People, and of ſo exquiſite a Beauty, that tho 
was ſomething paſt the Prime of her Years, it 
thought no impoſlible thing for her to enſnare 
of the Comneni. However, having thus provided 
the Honour aud Safety of her Son, ſhe withdrew 
Mingana, and contented herſelf with a private Life. 
er this Alexius proceeded to reward his Brother, 
the reſt of his Relations, which he did with ſo li- 
al a Hand, that he thereby impoveriſh'd his Trea- 
„ which threw him upon unjuſt exactions and 
gal Uſurpations, the unhappy Effects of which hg 
rely felt afterwards. When this was done, know- 
now much the late barbarous Behaviour of his 
ers in the City had offended che Clergy and the 
ple, he thought the only way left to reconcile . 
elf to 'em, was to make a publick Confeſſion, 
undergo a publick Penance ; which he did with 
e Art and Deſign, as ſome affirm, than Humility 
Devotion: For having made an open Acknow- 
zment of his Rebellion, and the great Damage 
Imperial City ſuſtain'd, as a Conſequence of it, 
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the Patriarch enjoin'd him, and all thoſe who be 
. ſiſted him in the Defection, a Penance for forty | 
during which they were to faſt, and ſleep on 
Ground, in the performance of which none ap 
ſo chearful as the Emperor. "7 
Alexius Having, as he thought, by theſe Rewards and! 
his —_— piations [veled the Minds of his People at home, 
* e began to obſetve the growing Power of the 1 
" whoſe Sultan Solyman had, during the DiſtraQion 
the late Reigns, fix'd his Court at Nice, and fr 
_ thence made daily Incurſions up as far as the By 
raus, roving without Control upon the Sea- Coaſts, 
always' returning loaden with Booty. To pren 
this, che Emperor order'd ſufficient Numbers of 
Forces to embark on board light Pinaces deſign' 
that purpoſe, who coaſting along the Shoar by Nig 
where-ever they found the Turks not exceeding th 
in Numbers, landed on a ſudden, and fell violet 
upon em; and having done ſufficient Execut 
they as ſuddenly reimbark'd, and prepar'd for the 
Onſet upon fome other Poſt, which they atteny 
with an equal Succeſs. This they continu'd ſo l 
and harraſs d the Enemy to that Degree, that tl 
were forc'd to quit their Stations upon the Shdar, 
remove farther up into the Country ; whither 
Romans follow'd 'em, ſeiz'd the Poſts they had del 
ed, from whence they tir'd em by their frequent 
larms, and fo gaul'd *em by their ſudden and une 
ed Aſſaults, ſtill deluding em with as quick a Ren 
that the Sultan, who had loft many of his Subjea 
this tumultuary War, thought ir adviſeable to fue 
Ponce. + 54 3 
„be con. Though Alexins was ſenſible of the Neceflitia 
cluze a Which he had reduc'd the Turks, and how eaſieè it 
Peace with for him to purſue his preſent Advantages, yet be 
him. dily liften'd to the Overtures made him by So. 
Ambaſſadors, who thereupon concluded a Peact 
tween him and the Sultan. = 


. 


* 
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as been truly obſerv'd, that the Turks ow'd the 
ent of their Dominions, which in time cover'd fo 
ir a Part of the Earth, rather to the unhappy Diſ- 
ions among Chriſtians, than the Courage or Diſ- 
ine of their own Forces, of which the Hiſtory be- 
as affords an undeniable Inſtance. For whilſt 
n was managing the War againſt the Turks with 
nuch Conduct and Succeſs, he was diverted from 
Proſecution of it, upon Advice of the Preparations 
N Guiſchard, Duke of Pavia and Calabria, was ma- 
> againſt him in the Weſt; which made him think 
er of ſecuring what ſtill remain'd of the Empire 
is Succeſſors, than recovering thoſe Parts as had 
n wreſted from his Predeceſſors. | 

his Expedition of Robert giving ground to ſeveral 


of Tancred, Lord of Hauteville; who having a 
jerous Family, and but a ſmall Eſtate, ſent his 
Eldeſt Sons, about the Beginning of the eleventh 
tury, to try their Fortune in the Wars againſt the 
ten in Italy, where they behav'd themſelves with 
t Courage and Succeſs, and taking an Occaſion 
their own Paymaſters, they ſeiz'd on certain 
es in Pavia, and ſending for their Brethren, they 
me eſtabliſh'd their Dominion in Italy. Robert, 
third Son, as he ſurviy'd moſt of his Brethren, fo 
roy d the moſt fortunate. He, not content with 
a, conquer'd the greateſt Part of that Count 

ch is now call'd the Kingdom of Naples, and took 
n himfelf the Title of Duke of Pavia and Calabria, 
ch he enjoy'd many Years without a Competi- 
Being a Prince of an aſpiring ambitious Tem- 
ne perſuaded the Emperor Michael Parapinaces to 
oth his young Son Conſſ ant inus Ducas to his Daugh- 
Which Michael, who ſaw how much he ſtood in 
of Foreign Afliſtance, readily conſented to; 


the 


xiuss Actions in the Series of his Reign, it will 
be improper to make a particular Enquiry into „ 
Reaſons for ir. Robert was by Birth a Norman, the Alexius. 


dying made his Eſcape into the Weſt, towards 
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the End of Botoniates his Reign, he Earneſtly (gl 
Robert and the Pope for his Reſtoration, which 
bert very readily undertook. This is the Accoun 
us by the Latin Writers, from whom the Greek | 
only in this, that it was not Michael himſelf who 
plor'd Robert's Aﬀittance, but a Monk call'd Ry 
ſuborn'd by Robert to perſonate that unhappy Pri 
and thereby give a better Colour to his Un 
taking. 4 | | 
Alexius, upon the firſt Advice of Robert's Mot 
diſpatch'd away George Palzologus to ſecure the 
of Dyrrachium, and other Poſts in thoſe Parts; 
Governors of which having not as yet ſworn Al 
ance to him, gave him great Reaſon to ſuſpe&1 
would with the firſt Opportunity revolt to bis! 
my. At the ſame time he endeavour'd, by rich] 
ſents and large Promiſes, to ſtir up the Weſtern! 
ces againſt Robert, eſpecially Henry che German Et 
ror, with whom he offer'd to enter into the tri 
Alliances, nor did he omit to make ſuch | Prof 
at home as the Danger with which he was threat 
indiſpenſibly requird. He ſent for all the I 
quarter'd in the Eaſt, except ſome few left for 
Security of the Borders, and commanded the ge 
Officers to make new Levies as they march'd al 
By frequent Muſters, and large Donatives, be. 
firm'd the Minds of his Soldiers, and in every | 
behav'd himſelf like a Prince who was fenſib 
the Power with which he was to contend, and 
Dangers that naturally ariſe from Foreign Invali 
In the mean time Robert, having left his Son] 
as his Lieutenant in Italy, ſet ſail with all his F 
from Brunduſium, and landed at Buthrotum or B 
in Epirus, where he was join'd by his Son Boba 
who having firſt landed at Aulon, a Sea; port I 
in Albania, took it at the firſt Aſſault. Here! 
divided his Forces into two Bodies, with one of Wi 
he intended to proceed by Sea to Dyrrachium, 
his Son march'd towards it by Land at the Ri 


— 
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ocher, reſolving at once to beſiege it by Land and 
er. But Robert was hardly put out to Sea before 
was overtaken with a furious Storm, which fepa- 
4 his Fleet, deftroy'd ſeveral of his Ships, and 
rd himſelf with great Difficulty to eſcape a- 
e; where reflecting on the Numbers of Men he 
loſt, he allow'd thoſe that ſurviv'd ſeven Days 
to refreſh themſelves, at a Place call'd Glabinitza, - 
re that Body which his Son commanded came up 
im, and ſome Troops that he had left behind ar 
aum and other Ports join'd him: So that be- 
4 he thought ſufficiently reinforc'd, he fate down 
re Dyrrachium on the fourteenth of June, at the He Sg 
time ordering his Fleet to approach it by Sea, Dynach- 
g reſolv'd to take it at what Price ſoever, as a 
ge of his future Conqueſts. 36718 
he Inhabitants of Dyrrachiam were ſo terrify'd at 
Approach of this Army, that tis very likely they 
open d the Gates to Kobert at the firſt Summons, 
they not been reftrain'd'by the great Courage 
Authority of Palæologus, whoſe indefatigable Vigi- 
e omitted nothing requiſite to a vigorous Defence, 
orthy the Truſt the Emperor had repos'd in him; 
e all he took Care to inform Alexius of Robert's Ar- 
|, and the great Confternation the Country was 
The Emperor having agreed with Sohm un for 
e Auxiliary Turks, after ſeveral Treaties with the 
ans, they undertock to fall on Robert by Sea, 
defend Dy#rachiam on that fide. Accordingly 
ſet ſail with a numerous well-appointed Navy, 
whom Robert's Son Bohemond engaging receiy'd. 
Iblolute Defeat, his own Ship and ſeveral others 
e ſunk, and he himſelf narrowly eſcap'd. The 
tian, having thus broken the Fleet landed on a 
en, and being join'd by Palæoligus from the Town, 
fell furioufly upon Robert's Men, whom they 
«to their Tents, and then return'd to their Ships 
ha great Booty. 55 


Nor 
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Nor was this the only. Difficulty Robert had to; 
tend with during this memorable Siege, for the] 
tian having ſhortly after that given him a ſecond] 
feat, grew ſo powerful at Sea, that his Ships could 
ride there in any manner of ſafry, ſo that he wx 
| lig'd to draw em aſhore for their better Sec 
This threw him intoa greater Inconvenience than 
he had ſuffer'd before, for the Inhabitants of the © 
port Towns, ſeeing him no longer Maſter at Ses 
fus d him their uſual Contributions; and he h 
unable to receive any Proviſions out of Italy, ag 
Famine rag'd in his Camp, which was ſucceedet 
a Peſtilential Diſeaſe occaſion d by the Chang 
Air, which is ſaid to have deſtroy'd upwards d 
thouſand in three Months time; it rag d particu 
amongſt his Horſe, the very Flower of his Army, 
carry'd off moſt of his Chief Officers and prime 
bility :- So that had he not been a Prince of an 
ſhaken Conſtancy, he never would have perſiſt 
the Purſuit of an Enterpriſe, whoſe Beginning ſeq 
to diſcourage him with ſo many fatal Diſappointme 
However, finding by Experience how neceſſi 
was for him to have the Sea open, he once more 
great Difficulty launch'd his Ships, and apply d. 
ſelf with new Vigour to the Proſecution of the & 
And che Emperor, finding by repeated Advices| 
hardly the Beſieg'd were 2 d, having left his 
ther T/aac at Conſtantinople, to obſerve the Temp 
the People, and reſtrain ſuch as ſhould be found 
attempt any Innovations, he ſet forward to Toy 
nica, where he was join'd by Pacurianus and the Ft 
under his Command; and having receiv d freſh 
vices from Palzologus, urging him to a timely KW. .. 
he immediately march'd towards Dyrrachium, And 
camp'd on a rifing Ground at ſome Diſtance from 
Town, having the Sea on the Lefr, and a very! 
Mountain on the Right. Here he entrench'd hin 
and held a Council of War, at which Palæoligu 


ſummon'd to aſſiſt; and after a ſerious Debt 
| rel 
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ea to fight the Enemy, contrary to the Advice 
he Eldeſt and moſt Experienc'd Commanders in 
Army, and Alexins gave the neceſſary Orders ac- 
lingly. Robert on his ſide was fo far from being 
oF a: the Emperor's Preſence, and his Prepa- 
ss for an Engagement, that he commanded his 
so ſink their Ships, and burn their Camp-Equi- 
"MW. giviog em thereby to underſtand there was no 
eam let between Death and Conqueſt, that one 
q free em from the Want of what they were now 
oying, and the other ſupply em abundantly 
all things from their Enemies. At firſt the Em- 
rs Forces had the Advantage, and drove a Body 
bert's Troops towards the Sea, which put the 
le Army into ſome Diſorder; but they being a- 
1+ ceftor'd by the Maſculine Behaviour of Gaita, 
Is Wife, and the Pallas of her Age, they fell with 
uch Violence upon thoſe who juſt before ſeem'd 
we ſo great an Advantage over them, that they 
with great Precipitation to a Church dedicated to 
15 ſichael, which ſtood not far from the Place of 
„ whicher they were purſu'd by the victorious 
;, who ſet Fire to the Sacred Pile, and deſtroy'd 
that and their Enemies. By this time Robert, defeats the © 
e Courage and Conduct were equally to, be ad- Eee. 
| upon that Occaſion, made an Impreflion upon 
main Body of the Roman Army, which after a 
but hot-Diſpute was defeated and put to Flight. 
in had in all likelihood maincain'd the Field lon- 
than he did, had it not been for the Auxiliary 
, who kept themſelves entire and unbroken du- 
de Heat of the Engagement, but as ſoon as they 
d the Victory enclining to the Latins, they ſud- 
drew off and march'd back towards their own 
"iy, which added to the Confuſion the Romans 
1 already in, and confirm'd their Overthrow. 
xius his Loſs was not more conſiderable for the 
ers than the Quality of the ſlain, among whom 
enfant the Son of Conſtantinus Ducas, Nice- 
ü phorus 
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pborus Synademus, and Nicephorus Palæologus, the} 
of George, with ſeveral others of the Prime Noh 
The Emperor himſelf was dne of the laſt that g 
his Back, and therefore eſcap'd with the greater 
ficulty to Acbris; of which when Robert was info 
he grew ſo incens'd againſt thoſe he had ſent t 
ſue him, that he order'd one of em to run the d 
let, and gave the-reſt ſignal Marks of his Di 
ſure, ſo ſure he thought himſelf of the Em or 
Perſon, which would have compleated a Via 
it ſelf ſo very conſiderable; for it had made hin 
ſter of the Emperor's Pavilion, the Roman Camy 
all their Baggage; and ſhortly after of Dyna 

and tak, Which was ſurrender'd up to him at his next 
the Town; mons. Here he ſpent ſome time in the Refreſh 
of his Troops, in the Recovery of the wounded, 
the rewarding thoſe who had behav'd themlſelye 
in the Engagement. 
which res Tho a Wound the Emperor had receiv'd iH es- 
- duces Alex. Forehead was exceeding troubleſome, yer that et. 
jus togres Mind was more inſupportable ; his Army u 
Nuceſſt ien yeaken d that he found it impoſhble to take the 
again without new Levies; and his own improi 
Liberalicy, and the Profuſeneſs of the late EH u 
Botoniates, had ſo impoveriſh'd the Treaſury, that np 
Levies could not be rais'd without a ſeeming! 
cle: So that the Roman Empire lay under two en. 
culties, at that time eſpecially the moſt dangi cr; 
Weakneſs and Poverty. In this Extremity, the een 
peror thought once of quitting the Purple, whit 
found encumber'd with ſo many Cares; but rect 
freſh Incouragement from his Mother and the 48 
the Comneni, who ſent all their Plate to the Ne. 
and having ſeiz d on great Quantities of that Mc 
belong'd to the Church, to the great Scandal 
Clergy, he prepar'd for freſh Recruits ,. and to 
ſome of his Neighbours into his Quarrel, elpd the x 
Henry the German Emperor, whom he perſuad 
invade Robcri's Tertitories, hoping ſuch a Dil 


d give him ſome time to breathe, and enable 
in the End to drive him out of Illyricuw. Ac- 
ingly Henry, purſuant to the Agreement between 
mov'd with his Army towards Italy ; of which 
Robert was inform'd, being ſenſible of the Dan- 
o which his Dominions would be expos d, ſhould 
be invaded during his Abſence , he inſtantly 
non'd a Council of War, where having declar'd 
on Bobemond to command as his Lieutenant in 
aſt, and recommended him to the general Of- 
of the Army, he departed for Italy ; and ha- 
reliev'd the Pope, who was cloſely beſieg d by 
Imperialiſts in the Caſtle of St. Azgelo, he con- 
d Henry to quit Italy, and retook Rome from the 
maticks; after which he retir'd to Salernum, there 
freſh himſelf, and expect the Event of Bohemond's 
in the Eaſt, where he ſucceſsfully puſh'd on 
Var againſt Alexius : For as foon as his Father 
parted he muſter'd his Forces, which he found 
letably ſtrengthen d by the Acceſſion of ſeveral 
u, who, diſhearten'd at the late Defeat, had 
ed the Emperor and declar'd for the Victor; 
which he took in ſeveral Towns and Places of 
equence, which he had time to fortifie before 
mperor was able to move to their Aſſiſtance. 
neth Alexius, perceiving he had only chang'd 
eneral, and not remov'd the War, march'd 
Conſtantinople at the Head of ſuch Forces as he 
deen able to draw together, and was readily 
| Battel by Bobemond, who once more overthrew 
and chas'd him a ſecond time to Achris ; where 
8 again recruited his Army, he was yet a third 
overthrown and forc'd to fly, and implore the 
ince of Solyman the Turk, who ſent him ſeven 
and of his Vatarga Troops, under the Com- 
of his moſt experienc'd Officers. 
the mean time Bob. mond, having taken in ſeve- 
the moſt conſiderable Towns in Theſſaly, was 
own before Larefſa, which was defended for fix 
Months 
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Months together by Leo Cephalas, who thereby i: 
Alexiustime to march up to its Relief ; and he hy 
been ſo often defeated by the Latins, who wen 
ways ſuperior to him in Horſe, he endeavour, 

cording to his Method formerly, to obtain th 

, Stratagem which he had in vain attempted by 
Alezins's Force. In this he ſucceeded ſo well, that h 
Aariifice. drawn the Latin into an Ambuſcade, he cut off 
Numbers of em, and took their Camp; and d 

the end Bobemond ſeem'd to have the better d 

Day, yet Alexius tamper'd ſo effectually with his 
Officers, that he was forc'd ſhortly after to reti 

his Father into ahh, either for freſh Forces ton 

his Army, or Money to pay em, they refuſing to 

tinue the War till they had receiv'd their Arre; 

A. D. Alexius, making uſe of Bobemond's Abſence, 

1083, ver'd ſeveral Towns that the Fortune of the Wa 

| wreſted from him; and hearing what great Pr 
tions Robert was forming againſt him, he once 
crav'd the Aid of the Venetians his Confederatt 
which they readily accorded, and mann'd out 
erful Fleet for his Aſſiſtance; which, being joit 
theEmperor's, overthrew Robert in two Engaget 
but were ſhortly after ſurpriz d by him, as the 
ſecure in the Confidence of their own Strengt 
Contempt of his Forces, and receiv'd an abſolut 
fear, which he us'd with the greateſt Barbariy 
priving ſome cf thoſe he took Priſoners of 
Eyes, others of their Hands and Feet, and | 
others to unheard of Torments ; at which ths 
tians were ſo provok'd, that they ſhortly after! 
out another Fleet, and fell on Robert as he lay 
chor near Buthrinto, . burnt or ſunk moſt of hö 
and had like to have taken his Wife and young 
Priſoners ; notwithſtanding which he prepard 
an invincible Courage to refit his Fleet, and 

Nobert himſelf upon his Enemies, but dy'd of a fes 
ciel. the Iſland of Cephalenia, in the twenty ſixth! 
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enty ninth of his Age; after whoſe Death Pyrra- 
, and the other Towns in thoſe Parts, return'd 
the Emperor. | 8. ; 

lin being, by the Death of Robert, deliver'd 
m 2 dangerous and expenſive War, found himſelf 
leiſure to obſerve the Proceedings of the Turks, 
ſe Inteſtine Diviſions ſeem'd to offer him ſome 
Advantages againſt 'em, which proceeded no far- 
rthan to the Recovery of a few Maritime Towns, 
| ſome Advantages over Apelchaſemus, the pretend- 

ultan of Nice, which Place the Emperor in vain 
rd, and attempted to get into his Hands; for he 

at the ſame time clogg't with the Reſentments 
his Clergy, who being upon good Grounds of- 
fed at him ſor his Invading the Goods of the 

cch, gave him a ſufficient Trouble, which was, | 
well compos'd before a War broke out with the 73, gcy-* 
lian, who threaten'd the Empire with new Dan- chian ar. 
; for having paſs d the Danube, and being invited | 
the Roman Territories by. the diſcontented Mani- 

they did great Miſchief where- ever they came. 
inſt theſe the Emperor ſent para who being 

d in Commiſſion afterwards with Branat, à va- 

, but hot-headed, unthinking Officer, was fore d 

phe wich unequal Numbers contrary to his own, 

ment, and was kill'd in the Action, together with 

nhappy Collegue, to the exceeding great Grief 

de Emperor, who had a moſt particular Eſteem 
acurianys upon the account of his conſummate 

rience, and approv'd Fidelity, However he im- 

ately appointed Talicius, or Talin, who had late- 
mmanded with Succeſs againſt the Turks, to ſuc- 

him in the Service. Talicius engag d em near 

pon, and having ſlain a great Number of em 

e hattel put the reſt to Flight, concluding, tho” 

(tory ſeem'd entire, the Service was not yet 

dut that freſh Supplies, which he knew the Bar- 

ns could not long want, would quickly draw 

to à ſecond Engagement. Accordingly he was 

| _ ſhortly. 
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upon he drew up his Men in Order of Hattel, 


call'd Lardea, where, having muſter'd his Forces, 


fore- mention'd, who tho' he had loft his Eyes 
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ſhortly aſtér inform'd by his Scouts, that the $y 
ant were approaching with redoubled Forces; whe 


ftood prepar'd to receive em: Tho' the Seythiay, 
their Approach, ſeem'd deſirous of an Engageng 
and the Romans appear'd ready to give em Batt 
yet after they had both view'd each other for q 
Days together, the Scyth;ans retir'd with fo much 
der and Expedition, that the Romans, who were 
inferior to em in Numbers of Men, found it in 
to purſue 'em. +3853 

The Scyrhians the Spring following renew d 
Incurſions, and grew in time fo conſiderable, t 
the Emperor thought it proper to march againſt 
in Perſon. Accordingly he remov'd from the Inj 
rial City to Adrianople, and from®thence to a Pl 


prepat d to engage, contrary to the Advice af 
moſt experienc'd Captains, eſpecially of Bryenniul 


Order from Botoniates, as had been before obſer 
was {til} highly eſteem'd for his extraordinary Kn 
ledge and Affection to the preſent Emperor. | 
Alexizs being guided more by his own Inclinati 
and the Heat of the younger Officers, reſolv' 
fight; and tho' the Victory for ſome time ſeem ! 
incline to the Romans, whoſe Commanders are WW; 
to have done Wonders upon that Occaſion, Jet on 
Sejthians, being by much ſuperior in Number; ; 
length turn'd the Fortune of the Day, and put 
Romans to flight, in which many were ſlain, 
the Emperor himſelf eſcap'd with great Difficult 
Berce, where he receiv'd a ſurprizing Account 
the great Numbers the Sc3:hiavs had taken, Capt 
all which were however ſhortly after redeem d. 
this a Peace was frequently concluded, and a5 De. 
broken by the irreconcilable Scythians, to the i: 7 


Tarks obſerving the main Forces of the Empite & 


hap, V. XCVII. Alexius. 

i great Meaſure, directed againſt thoſe Barbarians, 
o however continu'd unconquer'd, ſeiz d ſudden] 
Clazomene, Pbocæa, Metylene, and Methymna, Places 
conſiderable Importance in Aſia, and afterwards 
Iland of Chios, which tho' the Romans attempred 
ecover, yet were they in the end forc'd to raiſe 
Siege, and had like to have loft their Fleet. This 
gd the Emperor to draw ſome of his Forces out 
the Weſt, and to ſend 'em under the Conduct of 
I Ducas, Brother to the Empreſs, againſt the pre- 
ing Turks, who threaten'd otherwiſe to bear all be- 
them; whilſt he, in the mean time, purſu'd the 
r againſt the Scythian in Perſon, which was pro- 
gd partly by the Obftinacy of his declar'd Ene- 
5, but more through the Treachery of his preten- 
Friends. Among theſe was Neantzes, a Scythian 
ation, who deſerted to the Emperor almoſt at the 
inning of the War, and expreſs'd himſelf, upon 
aſions, full of Duty and Reſpect, but took care to 
ay all the Emperor's Deſigns to his Countrymen ; 
nich when he was accus d by one, who, being of 


es entertaining a traiterous Conference with the 
urian Commanders, inſtead of vindicating him- 
to Alexius, and confuting his AEcuſer, he drew 
cymicer in the Emperor's Preſence, and at the 
L of the Army flew the Informer, which was ſo 
Tom removing the Suſpicion of the Crimes ob- 
to him, that it gave great Credit to the Infor- 
on. However, both Armies being ready to en- 
the Emperor thought fit to defer a farther En- 
till the Battel was over, and by that means 
bim an Opportunity of Deſerting at the firſt 
ge, and of diſcovering to his Country men the 
dition of the Roman Forces, which occaſion d 
Deſeat, e "th 
s Diſgrate was wiped out by a conſiderable 


N however did not hinder 'em from renewing 
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xd Birth, underſtood both Languages, and heard 


tage over the Barbarians obtain'd ſhortly after, 
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their Attempts the Spring following, when with f 
Forces they aſſaulted the Empire. But now Fom 
ſeem'd determin'd againſt em, for the Roman; 0 
4 grcas threw em in two Engagements with little or no 
Yictery ob. to themſelves; and tho' they had afterwards the 
rains 5 fidence to make their Excurſions almoſt as far ai 
—— Walls of Conſtantinople it ſelf, and gave the Em 
great Reaſon to apprehend the Turks would bec 
Confederates with them in the War, yet at leg 
their frequent Advantages and barbarous Confide 
had ſo effectually blinded em, that Alexius watt 
his Opportunity, and in a pitch'd Battel did ſuch 
cution upon em that few eſcap'd ; they who did 
fall in the Fight, were murder'd in cold Blood, , 
Women and Children ſharing in the ſame Fate wi f 
their adventurous Husbands and Fathers. 
This Victory, which may be allow'd to be 
moſt compleat Alexius ever obtain'd, put an End 
the War; after which the Emperor ſpent ſome ti 
in ſettling the Affairs of the Provinces in the V 
and then prepar'd to manage the War in Perla 
gainſt the Turks, which had hitherto been condud 
with various Succeſs by the Care of Fobn Duca 
Brother-in-Law. The Great Leader of the J  ) 
was call'd Tzachas, who heing poſſeſs'd of the ( 
of Smyrna, began there to exerciſe a Regal Aut 
ty independent of the Sultan or the Emperor, Mit v 
by degrees became ſo powerful, that he ſtruck a MW... 
ror into the Inhabitants of Conſtantinople it | 
Atexins Wherefore Alexius, as we obſerv'd before, ſent 
hi: Wars Ducas, his Commander in Chief, to oppoſe him, 
with the with him Conſtantinus Delaſſenus, who had a Comm ou 
Turks. of the Fleet ſubordinate to the other, who was 
fault Metylene, and ſuch other Places as he 1 
wreſted from the Empire by Sea, whilſt Fob 
tack d it by Land. In the mean time Tzacbu Wh... 
committed Merylene to the Cuſtody of his Bre 
whilſt he with a ſelect Army kept abroad, wat" fro, 
the Motions of his Enemies, and intent upon id 
cl 
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ons to ſupport and ſuccour his Friends; and Ducas 
with ſo much Vigour againſt him, that almoſt 
Day, for three Months together, the Romans 
g either employ'd againſt the Walls of Merylene, or 
d with Tzachas,, by which continu'd Services 
grew ſo exceeding weak, that without ſome 
ly Reinforcements, they were in danger of being 
it off, Of this when Alexius was inform'd, and 

the Fight generally began in the Morning, at 
ch time the Romans fought with the Sun conſtant- 
their Faces, he ſent Orders to Jobn to ſpare his 
as much as poflible, and rather to make choice 
he Evening, as a Seaſon more convenient for an 
agement. This Order was ſucceſsfully obſerv'd 
#-by; for when the Turks the next Morning, ac- 
ling to Cuſtom, drew out to fight, and obſerv'd 
mans to keep within their Entrenchments, as if 
were celebrating ſome Feſtival, they retir'd, and 
a too forward Security laid down their Arms. 
25 ſoon as the Sun had paſs'd his Meridian Point, 
began to decline, the Romans iſſu'd out in exact 
r of Battel, and tho' the Turks little expected 
„ yet they prepar'd to receive em. The Fight 
nanag'd at firſt with equal Obſtinacy on both 
till the Turks, who fought as well againſt the 
whoſe Beams mightily incommoded em, anda 
nt Wind, which blew the Duſt full into their Fa- 
s they did againſt their Enemies, gave Ground, 
led away. This Defeat made Tz:cbas incline to 
ce, which was concluded berween him and Du- 
ortly after. The Conditions were, That 7za- 
nould have free Liberty to retice by Sea from 
ne to Smyrna, and that on the other Hand he 
not oblige any of the Inhabitants at his Depar- 
0 go with him, nor injure em in their Perſons 
ates. Theſe Terms being mutually agreed to, 
oſtages deliver'd on both ſides, the Turk was 
rom a Performance, that he forc'd ſeveral of 
Wabitants to attend him: Immediacely upon this 
Q 3 '  Delaſſenus 
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niry be attempted to reconcile himſelf to the Sul- 
Wa. who for that he was his Father-in-Law, and he 
brant of the Letter the Sultan had receiv'd from 
„, be hop'd would be the ſooner perſuaded to 
eie him into Favour. The Sultan at firſt receiv'd 
dT: very graciouſly, and invited him to an Enter- T:achas 
nent, where, in the midſt of his Mirth, he or- murder'd 
bim to be murder'd, and ſhortly after concluded“ —_ 
ace with the Emperor, which reftor'd Tranquili- 2 

o thoſe Parts. 
re War being thus extinguiſh'd in the Eaſt, broke 
e again preſently after in the Weſt, where Bulcanus 
Vi, a Man of principal Authority in that 
try, infeſted the Roman Territories, and laid all 

e before him; and cho', upon the Emperor's Ap- 
eech, he pretended to ſubmit, and promis'd to live 
| Wccably for the future, yet Alexius was no Tooner 
em d to Conſtantinople, but he renew'd his Hoſtili- 
ans and committed greater Outrages than he had 
ue before. The Emperor at firſt lent Foannes Com- 
bis Brother's Son againſt him, whom, being 
0g and unexperienc'd, the crafty Barbarian eaſily 
„ amvented. He fell upon him ſuddenly by Night, 
' roy d moſt of his Men, and forc'd him to a diſho- 
able Flight: After which he renew'd his Deva- 
"ons, and did unſpeakable Miſchief to the Terri- 
ue of the Empire, which made Alexias undertake 
agcond Expedition againſt him, in which he was 
8"d:d by the Flower of his Army; among whom 
lem d more zealous for his Service than Nicepho- 
ne,, tho it afterwards appear'd that his loyal 
ide ſerv d only to gild over his treacherous De- 40 ft the 
i. This Niceghorus was Son to the late Emperor — 
n Diogenes, who together with him leſt another %, 
dehind him call'd Leo : Theſe Brothers had been 
% If by Michael Ducas, but reſtor d by Alexius 
"IF *cvanc'd 'em to honourable Employments, and 
"oF: 2ppear'd well inclin'd towards em, of which 

"0" truly ſenſible, but Diogenes his aſpiring Spirit 

| Q 4 would 
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ver he was not ſo entirely employ'd in theſe d 
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would not ſuffer him to be grateful. His an 
ous Deſigns had been often diſcover'd, and as 0 
pardon'd by the Emperor ; who at length finding 
had been walking the «/£:hjop white, that Djogeny 
ſtead of being reclaim'd continu'd to ourſue f n 
cherous Ends, and ſeduc'd (ſeveral of Power and 
putation to adhere to him, he then thought ic ting 
provide for his own Safety; and being inform'd q 
Deſign he had to murder him as he was bathing f 
ſelf in this Expedition, he order'd him, and the n 
forward and dangerous of his Accomplices to beſei 
which was done accordingly, and their Eyes \ 
pluck'd out, whether with the Emperor's Knowle 
and Approbation tis left uncertain. Diogenes, wi 
firſt he was ſeiz'd, was put to the Torture, wh 
drew a Confeſſion from him, by which among o 
things it appear'd that the late Empreſs Mary, ul 
Husband was Nicephorus his half-Brother, had If 

ivy to the intended Revolt, but not to the Al 
ination. Of which when the Emperor was infon 
he was ſo far from reſenting it, that he forbad 
farther Mention to be made of it, and either wd 
not believe it, or imputed it rather to the impo 
nate Sollicitations of Nicephoras, than any Nat 
Diſpoſition of that Princeſs againſt him. Nice! 
having thus loft his Sight was comforced and ſup| 
ted by the indulgent Emperor, who allow hit 
liberal Exhibition, by means of which he apf 
himſelf to Learning, and made a greater Profi 
than moſt others could have done with the Ad 
tage of their Eyes againſt him, eſpecially in Ge 
ery, in the Study of which the Sight is ſo partic 
ly uſeful ; in this he was affiſted by a celebrated 
ſter, who deſcrib'd the Figure upon Wood, or þ 
other ſolid Matter, by which means his Pupil wi 
wonderful Progreſs obtain d that by the Uſe d 
Fingers, which others acquir'd by the Eye. H 


but ſtill Ambition and the Deſire of Revenge MF Pri 
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hin him, and thruſt him on to new Attempts; in | 
ich he proceeded ſo far, that by a ſtrange Infatua- 
he iſcover'd himſelf co ſome whom he thought 
Friends, and ready to eſpouſe his Intereſt, one of 
om diſcloſed it to the Emperor, who ſending for 
ene. obtain d a ſincere Confeflion from him, and 
2 more pardon'd him. 
he late Conſpiracy being detected in the Field in a 
ner, and at the Head of the Army which Alexius 
leading againſt the Enemies of che Empire, tis 
edible to relate how much Horror the Soldiers 
ceiv'd at the Senſe of it, how careful they appear'd 
he Safety of the Emperor's Perſon, and with what 
arfulneſs they defir'd to be led againſt the Barba- 
Of which when Bolcanws was inform'd, and ob- 
ing the Order of the Roman Forces, he grew 
beful of Succeſs, and therefore once more offer'd 
poſals for a Peace, promiſing moſt religiouſly to 
re it when concluded. In this he ſeem'd ſo ſin- 
, that the Emperor having receiv'd his Hoſtages 
deſcended to a Peace, and return d to Conſtantinople, 
re he had not long reſted before freſh Attempts 
alt the Empire call'd him abroad again. 
ho the Scytbian had continu'd quier ſince the laſt 7% Scy- 
e, yet it appear'd chat ic proceeded rather from — 
want of a Pretence, than an Inclination to a Rup- war. 
which was now offer'd to em by an Impoſtor, 
pretending to be Leo, the eldeſt Son of the late 
peror Diogenes, of whom mention has been made 
dy, and who was flain in an Engagement with 
urls, laid Claim to the Empire. This Impoſtor 
e firſt poor and deſpicable to Conſtantinople, where 
inuated himſelf into the Acquaintance of ſuch 
ere fit for his Purpoſe, to whom he boldly de- 
d he was that Leo. The Emperor at firſt rather 
dat the Folly, than reſented the Inſolence of 
bing, but obſerving how his Followers encreas d, 
at the Relations of the late Emperor Diogenes 
provok'd at the Indignity this Uſurper _ 
—_— 3 their 


* . - 
, 
: 
= 
_ — — — — — * 
wo 3 — >. — — — * 
8 — - * —— 
N . — — _— _ — 2 
8 a T a; = — — — r = — = _ _ —_— — * 28 — 
— = * & — = _— = 
— — — —ͤ— — — — = _ _ 2 q _ — "3 
7 = \ 4 Py —_ 4 th _ 4 * 
| \ | 2447 * n - + 8 = - - £4 co ea A OB. - + 


=, . EEG ² * ASI > & 
_ — — — — 
9 


The Roman Hiftory. Vd 
their Family, he baniſh'd him to Cher/ona, when 
order'd him to be kept in ſtrict Cuſtody'; from u 
however he eſcap'd by Night, and fled” overt 
Seytbians, who joy fully ceceiv'd him, and proc 
him Emperor. And now having, as they thought 
an Emperor of their own to warrant their Prog 
ings, they prepar'd with much Caution and Sed 
to fall into the Roman Territories ; of which how 
Alexius had timely Advice, and took Care for 
curity of the Borders, which he viſited in Perſon, 
ſupply'd the Frontier Towns with all Things neg 
ry for their Defence, after which he return d to 
\ chialus a City of Thrace ſeated upon the Euxin 
Here he was inform'd that the Barbarians had paſi 
Danube, and had taken in ſeveral Towns in 
March, where the Uſurper was proclaim'd Empe 
Having therefore given the neceſſary Orders fat 
Security of Adrianople, he reſolv'd himſelf to dd 
Anchialus; whither the pretended Leo march'd1 
his Army of Barbarians, propoſing inſtantly tot 
that andthe Emperor with it, and by that meansn 
an End of the War at once. Here when both 
had view'd each other for three Days together! 
out coming to Blows, for the Emperor had the 
vantage of the Ground, tho' the Scythians were 
numerous, and the Barbarians ſaw they muſt of nt 
fity venture a Battel before they could come nei 
nough to the Town, they drew off, and march! 
wards Adrianople, of which the Impoſtor pretel 
himſelf co be very ſure, by the Intereſt he had in 
cepborus Bryennius who commanded in it, who ht 
had been highly oblig'd by his Father Diogenes 
Emperor, adding, that from thence they might « 
march up to the Imperial City. The credulous 
barians believing all he ſaid, thought themſelie 
ready Maſters of the Roman Empire, and ſo ſa 
for Adrianople; where notu ithſtanding the H 
they had conceiv'd of Brpenniu, they met with Hen 
gorous a Reſiſtance, that hardly one Day paß ba 
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r ſeven Weeks together wherein ſome conſiderable 
jon did not happen. At length the Beſieg d be- 
to be ſo hardly preſs d that Bryennius ſent to the 
peror to let him know the Condition he was in, 
Al xius made all poſſible ſpeed to relieve him. In 
mean time an Officer of the Army, a bold and re- 4 aver 
ite Man call'd Alacaſeus, made uſe of a Stratagem rageous 

ich prov'd highly ſerviceable to the Emperor; for en. 
like Zopyrus of old, tore off his Beard, mangled 

Face, and in a cruel manner disfigur'd his whole 

dy, in which lamentable Condition he betook him- 

tothe Ulurper, who with much Surprize ask d 

what he was on whom fo much Cruelty had been 

rcis'd. Alacaſeu reply'd, that he was the Son of one 

bad been united in an inviolable Friendſhip to bis Ma- 

Father, upon which Account Alexius bad thus inbu- 

ly us d bim; that be was come over to his Majeſty as 

Protector, conjuring bim by the Memory ef both their 

bers to revenge their mutual Injuries- upon the Head of 

who with-beld his Majeſty's undoubted Right from him. 

: Uſurper, to whoſe Ears the Appellation of Ma- 

ſounded very grateful, eaſily believ'd all he faid, 

nd to his Advice, and repos'd an entire Confi- 

ce in him. Having thus prepar'd him, by vertue 

lome ſpecious Pretences he entic'd him and a Com- 

y of his Scythian Followers into a Caſtle ſubject to 

Emperor, from whom the Captain that comman- 

in it had receiv'd Orders to obſerve the Inſtructi- 

he ſhould receive from Alacaſeus : Here the Mock 

nce was receiv'd as into a Place betray'd to him, 

being invited to a Banquet the Barbarians drank. 

hat Exceſs, that their Horſes and Arms were firſt 

d, and afterwards themſelves, being. unable to 

ke any Reſiſtance. Alexius hearing the Uſurper 

taken march'd againſt the Scyrbians, with whom The Scy- 
ngag'd, and flew ſeven thouſand upon the Spot, thians are 


took three thouſand Priſoners. After which he 97- 
thrown, 


us 
ve 


ſet 


nd to Adrianople, there to treat with the Scytbian 
(alladors who came with Offers of Peace, wing 
„ they 
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they ſeemingly deſir d, only that their Forces ni 
have time to withdraw into Places of Security, f 
whence, as ſoon as they had been refreſh'd an 
cruited, they intended with freſh Vigour to renew! 
War. But the Emperor, being ſenſible of their] 
ſign, purſu'd em with great Diligence, overt 
em in two Engagements, entirely broke their Tra 
and return'd with a great Booty, which he divide 
mong thoſe who had diſtinguiſh'd themſelves mol 

the Service. - 

The Emperor, being return'd to Conſt antinopl, 
preparing to reſtrain the Incurſions of the Turi, 
threaten'd the City of Nicomedia, when he receiv 
formation of the Preparations the Weſtern Chriſi 
were making for the Recovery of the Holy-L 
And ſince the Fortunes of thoſe Adventurers bex 
near a Relation to the enſuing Part of chis Hiſtory 
may not be judg'd improper to give the Reader a bi 
Account what it was that firft gave Motion to (| 
mighty Undertaking. | 

"4. D. Among the many Pilgrims that continually reſon 

1093. from all Parts of Europe to viſit the Holy-Land, 
The Holy Freneb Man of Amiens in Picardy, whoſe Name 

War. Peter, about the Year 1093 took a Voyage to 7 

lem, there to perform his Devotions where the! 

demption of Mankind had been effected: Here 

miſerable Condition to which he ſaw the Chrill 

reduc'd through the Tyranny of the Turks, un 

which all 4fia, Syria, Paleſtine, and the City of! 

ſalem groan'd, made him deliberate upon ſome Ma 

for the Delivery of God's People from their ct 

Servitude, and remove thoſe Infidels from the n 

Holy Places, where they had ſacrilegiouſly tyranii 

for five hundred Years together. Upon Examina 

he found the Eaſtern Empire in too weak a Condit 

to give him any Hopes of Aſſiſtance and Red 

which were no where to be expected but from 

Weſt; and therefore being a Man of Reſolutioni 


Courage, as well as zealous for God's Lehn, hel 
| | en 
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The Princes The Princes, who were to be the chief Com 

1 ders in this Religious Expedition, were Hu 

„ Great, Brother to Philip the Firſt of France; 

Duke of Normandy ; Robert, Earl of Handel 

mond of Tholouſe ; Godfrey of Bulloign, With his 

thers Baldwin and Euſtace; and others whoſe \ 

are particularly mention'd by ſuch as have writ 

Hiſtory of this Holy War. Moſt of theſe pj 

who had not Treaſures ſufficient to maintain 

equal to ſo great an Enterprize, generouſly ſq 
mortgag'd their Patrimonies, which it is obſ; 

were generally purchas'd by the Biſhops, who the 

ſuffer'd the Secular Princes to impoverifh them 

to ſerve Jeſus Chriſt, whilſt they enrich'd thenk 

with the Spoils of thoſe Temporal Potentates, 

Tis incredible to relate the Numbers that vo 

rily liſted themſelves upon this Occaſion; Wome 

well as Men ; the Peaſant, as well as him that 

born Arms already; the Superſtitious, andthe Dey 

the Old, and the Young; all united in the ſame 

vice, tho' ſome of em enter'd into it upon dill 

Views: Which when Godfrey, who was the firlt 

advanc'd towards Conſtantinople, where their get 

Rendezvous was appointed the Year following 

ſerv'd, and fearing he ſhould be clogg'd by a N 

tude of unprofitable People, who were more | 

to deſtroy him by Famine, than aſſiſt him by 

Sword, he contrived to ſend em before under 

Peter the Conduct of the Hermit Peter, with the Opinio 

Hermit be- whoſe Sanctity they were ſo prepoſſeſs d, and ſe 
— teagag fo charm'd with his Looks, and enchanted: wid 

Teen. Words, that he thought he ſhould have a Soven 

Power over them, and therefore readily accepts 

the Command, and was declar'd Captain-Gene 

this firſt Army of the Cruſades, which had C 

to advance firſt towards Conſtantinople. 

This Army Peter divided into two Bodies, C 

which he led himſelf, and committed the other t 


Conduct of a French Gentleman ang af 
ar 
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ain, but being a Soldier of Fortune was ſurnam d 
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mejleſs. Gautier began his March on the eigh- 1096. c 


h Day of March, and having, paſſed through 
with great Difficulty enter'd into Hungary, 
zh which Carloman the King of that Country, 
himſelf a Chriſtian, permitted bim-a Liberty of 
be, provided his Men paid for what they had; 
thſtanding which, being refus'd Proviſions upon 
rontiers of Bulgaria, they livd at Diſcretion, 
lunder'd the Country; whereupon the Inhabi- 
taking up Arms, to the Number of an hundred 
orty thouſand Men, fell upon theſe unhappy Ad- 
ers, kill'd great Numbers of em, and fore d the 
o ſuffer the utmoſt Extremities of Hunger and 
among the Woods; till the Prince of Bulgaria 
aſſionating their Miſeries furniſh'd em with 
es, who conducted em to Conſtantinople, where 
waited for the Arrival of Peter, who did not join 
till the firſt of Auguſt, having been more unfor- 
in his March than his Precurſor : For Carloman 
g granted him the ſame Liberty he had done the 
upon the ſame Conditions, Peter undertook an 
n which neither became him as an Hermit or 
iſtian, and which ſufficiently manifeſted how 
God was offended at him, for tranſgrefling the 
ls of his Profeſſion, and undertaking a Charge 
did in no wiſe belong to him. He had with 
bout forty thouſand Foot, and a good Number 
ole, which obſerv'd his Orders well enough at 
WF {ertiog out, but being arriv'd at Malleville, a 
Town upon the Frontier of Hungary, under : 
ce of revenging the Injuries which ſome o 


\ 


Widicrs of che firit Army had receiv'd there, he | | 
t by Storm, contrary to his Faith given, and His unbe- 
bur thouſand Hungarians to the Sword; which by Conduit, 


ple of their General authoriz'd the reſt of the 
to meaſure out their own Revenge, ſo that 
was no manner of Exceſs, no ſort of Crimes, 
oulneſs, Cruelty, Robberies, Murder, Fire, 


| 
= 
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He arrives 
2 Con- 
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ple, 


neſs, and their Power, which he eſteem'd not t 
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or any kind of Violence, which theſe brutif 1 
of France, Lorrain and Germany did not commit int 
March through Hungary and the Confines of Bu 
at which the Inhabitants were ſo juſtly exaſpe 
that they took all Occaſions to fall upon them, 
finding em in a diſorderly March they flew g 
ten thouſand of them upon the Place, took all 
Baggage, their Proviſions, their Wives, Chil 
and the old Men who could not fly, together 
two thouſand Waggons, among which were 
that carry'd Peter's Treaſure, c_ to pay 
who had fo unadviſedly paid themſelves. Pete n 
the reſt with great Difficulty, and got with much 
to his Comrades at Conſtantinople, where the Em 
receiv'd him with a ſeeming Friendſhip, and hz 
learnt from him the Quality of the Princes who 
ro be the Adventurers in this Holy War, and 
Number of their Forces, advis'd him not to pal 
Straits till their Arrival, nor expoſe his ha 
Troops againſt the Tiwrks ; tho' at the Bottom 
jealous Prince was very much concern'd at the 
pedition. His late Wars with Robert had made 
diffident and diſtruſtful, he had entertain'd ani 
terate Antipathy to Bobemond, who he unden 
was one of the Adventurers, and could not refled 
their mighty Preparations without a Heart full d 
prehenſions. Being himſelf ambitious and aſp 
he concluded that tho' the common People mig 
upon Principles of Religion, yet it was very it 
bable the Princes ſhould leave their own Domin 
and embark in ſo long and hazardous an Undert 
upon the ſame Motives. The Senſe of his own 


oppoſed by open Force, made him reſolve to 
on his Guard, and prepare to behave himſelf! 
Friend, or Enemy, as the Neceſſity of his 
ſhould require. | | 
| Alexius's Jealouſies were ſhortly. after fortily! 
the inſupportable Inſolence of that Army of Pal 
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which Peter ſeem'd to have the Command, but 
o indeed were under no manner of Government; 
being encamp'd without the Suburbs of Con ſtanti- 
„ they there rehew'd the ſame Diſorders which 
been ſo fatal to em before in Hungary; they 
nder d and burnt all the beautiful Houſes of Plea- 
„ and magnificent Palaces, which were without 
City; they ſacrilegiouſly robb'd the Churches, 
ing to wage that War with the Chriſtians, which 
had vow'd againſt the Infidels : Whereupon the 
peror, grown weary of ſuch troubleſome Neigh- 
rs, not only permitted, but perſuaded him to paſs 
Straits, which they immediately did, and behay'd 14 ?aſſes 
ſelves where-ever they march'd with their uſua] *** Straits 
barity, which ſhortly after met with an exempla- 
Puniſhment z for as it is ſeldom known that the 
it of Union was ever long maintaind among 
ked Men, ſo it happen'd with this unruly Army, 
Germans and Italians ſeparated ſhortly after from 
French, which haſten'd the Ruin of them all. For 
lalians having ſeiz'd on a Town call'd Xerigordas 
e beſieg d by the Sultan, who upon the firſt No- 
of the great Preparations of the Weſtern Chri- 
„ had rais'd a formidable Army compos'd of all 
, and found it no difficult matter to recover one 
n froma headſtrong ungovern'd Rabble ; moſt of 
hriſtians were taken with the Town, and thoſe 
ng em who would not renounce their Religion 
put to the Sword. | 
he French in the mean time lay encamp'd near 
polis and Cibolus, two Villages ſituate in the Gulph 
icomedia , and neareſt the City of Nice, from 
ice they ſent out their Parties to forage and de- 
the Country, but were ſhortly after circumvent- 
the Sultan; who having planted an Ambuſh in 
wenient Place between Helenopolis and Nice, he 
wo Renegades to Peter's Camp, who told the. 
that the talians and Germans had taken Nice, 


i they were plundering; and had hardly Hands 
N | 5% ſuffi- 


"* 
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ſufficient to carry off the Booty, whilſt they hyj 
in their Camp. The French Soldiers were ſo ala 
at this News, that without any Regard had to 

tary Diſcipline, or the Commands of their Off 
they iſſu'd out in a diforderly manner, and ran he 

Hi Army long into the Snares had been laid for em. ! 

is cut off by Slaughter of theſe miſerable Chriſtians was fo gn 

the Sulian. that their Bones pil'd up together appear d lik 
Mountain, ſome of which mix'd with Stones 
ns d afterwards in the Building of a City, which 
raisd not far from the Place where they rect 
their Defeat, and ſerv'd at once as a Monument 
the Dead, and an Habitation to the Living. 
Thoſe, who had been able to ſave themſelves 
this woful Maſſacre, retir'd ſome to the Mount 
where they miſerably periſh'd, and others to Ci 
where, the Town being ſhortly after taken by 
Turks, they were all made Slaves. So that there 
not remain above three thouſand of that innumt 
ble Multitude, which Peter had led out of the 
who with much Difficulty got on Board the E 
ror's Fleet, who carry'd 'em diſarm'd, and agu. 
naked to Conſtantinople. 2 
The unfortunate Beginning of this War was bit 
acceptable to Alexizs, who had his Eyes every wit 
and growing every Day more diffident and jeall 
had concluded rather to oppoſe and weaken the (Wen 
ſtians upon every little Pretence, than to aflil i 
cheriſh em. The miſerable Remains of Peter's . *! 
were hardly got to Conſtantinople, before the Emp 

Godfrey Teceiv'd Advice of Godfrey's Arrival at Philippopols, Mn! 

—.— ther he had led an Army of ten thouſand Horſe het 

_ ſeven thouſand Foot over the vaſt Countries of acc 

'_  garia, and ſent an Ambaſſador to Conſtantinople to 4/ 
quaint Alexi with his Arrival, and to demand ca 

Liberty of Hugh the Great, Brother to the . 

King, who in his Paſſage from Bari to Dyrrangſorce 

having left Part of his mighty Retinue and the f 

he was to lead behind him in Ie, and being rat 

| | | | 
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ed in a Storm from the reſt, was ſeiz d by the Go- 
nor of Dyrrachium, and ſent by the Emperor's 
der thro' By- Ways to Conſtantinople, where he was 
mind Priſoner. Ki: +90 : | 
Whether this was done either for that the Emperor 
; offended at an arrogant Meſſage he had receiv'd 
m Hygh, at the Beginning of his Expedition, as 
Greeks alledge, or for that Alexius was well pleas'd 
have ſo great a Prince in his Hands, who might 
e for an Hoſtage to fecure him againſt the Latins, 
ncertain. However he return'd ſuch an Anſwer 
Godfrey, advanc'd by that time with his Army as 
3s Adrianople, that he thought he had juſt Cauſe 
act againſt him as an open Enemy, and for eight 
ys together waſting the Connery as he mov'd a- 
p, he march d directly to Conftantinople, where he yrcher in 
dſuch a Conſternation, that Alexius gave Hugh an heſtile 
Liberty, ſent to defire Peace, and promis'd God- Henner to 
all imaginable Satisfaction. However this Peace, — 
which the Emperor was forc'd to petition, was ; 
indifferently obſerv'd on his Part; for tho' he 
undertaken to furniſh the Army with Proviſions, 
he fail'd of his Promiſe, and when upon that Ac- 
t they began to live at Diſcretion, he attack d 
by Sea and Land, and in every Reſpect behav'd 
«lt more like an open Enemy, than a Friend: 
ch deteſtable Infidelity Godfrey puniſh'd, by waſt- 
al about Conſtantinople for five or ſix Days toge- 
and by that means compell'd Alexius to deſire 4 
Accommodation, who offering his Son Fobn 
an Hoſtage, invited the Princes to Conſtantinople, 
te they were receiv'd with great Magnificence, 
cording to the Cuſtom of the Greek Empe- 
Alexius adopted Godfrey for his Son, after which 
came to this Agreement, That the Emperor 4» 4zree- 
d, from time to time, aid the Princes with all ment bes 
orces boch by Sea and Lang, that he would con- „, * ; 
ly ſupply the Army with Proviſions, 
able to em upon all Occaſions, On th 
| Ris | Hand, 
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to the Obſervance of the ſecond Article, buty 


Forces where they lay, tho' the true Reaſon . 
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Hand, the Princes were to do nothing cont 
his Intereſt, but reſtore to him ſuch Places of Ing 
tance as they ſhould recover in Aſia, and do Hon 
for the reſt, After many Diſputes and. Argune 
on both ſides, the Princes bound themſelyes by 


this Limitation,that they were no longer obliggt 
whilſt he punctually perform'd the firſt. 5X 
When theſe Matters were thus ſettled , 4 
who was profuſely magnificent, loaded the Pr 
with new Honours, and made 'em exceflive rich] 
ſents; but being ſhortly after inform'd that d 
Princes of the Cruſade were upon their Mard 
the Head of powerful Armies, eſpecially Boe 
Prince of Tarentum, of whom he thought he had 
Reaſon to be diſtruſtful, he defir'd Godfrey to pals 
his Army towards Bithynia, and encamp near ( 
don, alledging he was not able long to ſubſil 


avoid the Preſence of ſo many Gueſts at once, 
of whom he had juſtly provok'd by his Pren 
tions and Treachery. However Godfrey being 
rous to wait for the Arrival of Bobemond, and it 
at the ſame time ſenſible of Alexias's Jealouſies 
Bohemond's Relentments, he undertook, at the 
peror's Requeſt, a Mediation between em, ai 
well manag'd the haughty Spirit of that great Pn 
whom he met for that purpoſe on his March, 
he brought him with him to Conſtantinople, 8 
he was receiv'd by Alexius with all imaginable M 
of Eſteem and Affection; and the Prince, whd 
willing to remove all Obſtacles that might 
'em in their intended Expedition, behav'd li 
on his ſide with an open generous Confidence, 
ſo both endeavour'd for the preſent to conceal | 
it was impoſſible for either to overcome. 

All things being thus happily concerted at ( 
tinople, the Forces paſs'd the Beſpborus and encg in 
near Calcedon, where the Meaſures neccſlary , 


en for the Siege of Nice were conſulted, the Em- 
or himſelf promiſing to aſſiſt in Perſon at that 
erprize, tho he ſecretly propos d to obtain that 
to himſelf, rather by the Conceſſion of the 
u, than the Force of the Chriſtian Armies. 
e, the Metropolis of Bytbinia, famous for the The sige 
Oecumenical Council celebrated here againſt the of Nice. 
1» Hereſie, ſtands in the middle of a fertile and a 
fant Valley, encompaſs'd by high Mountains, 
2 capacious Lake, which on the Weſtern Quar- 
ſerves as 2 Natural Fortification, and ſupplies it 
tifully wich all the Commodities of the Coun- 
, notwithſtanding which it was more ſtrongly 
id by Solyman, who having puſh'd on his Con- 
ſts as far as the Propontis, fixt here the Seat of 
Empire, as moſt commodiouſly favouring the 
re the Turks had entertain'd of paſſing one Day 
Europe. Here Solyman , his Succeſſor, uſually 
tain d a ſtrong Garriſon, but when firſt he heard 
he Enterprize the Chriſtians were about in the 
he reinforc'd it with the choiceſt of his Troops, 
went in Perſon into Perſia, to ſollicit the Aſſi- 
e of the Princes of his Nation. On the ſix- 
th of May in the Year 1097, tho' Solyman was 
then return'd with a powerful Army out of the 
and had poſted himſelf in the Mountains, the 
es diſtributed their ſeveral Quarters in his open 
, knowing their Forces ſuperior. to his in Num- 
and by that means able to cover the Siege ; for 
general Muſter they were found to be no fewer 
Ix hundred thouſand Men, of which an hun- 
thouſand were Horſe, beſides Prieſts, Monks, 
len, Children, and Servants , whoſe Numbers 
infinite; notwithſtanding which ſo juſt and 
a Diſcipline was maintain'd among em, that 
ts of Debauchery, which uſually attend a licen- 
Multitude, were baniſh'd the Camp. ä 
ing this Siege, which was maintain'd for ſeven 
5, both the one fide and the other gave emi- 
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of that War, in which he had ſworn to bea 
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nent Inſtances of their Obſtinacy and Reſolut 
Solyman deſcended twice from the Mountains x | 
Head of a numerous Army, with a deſign to nit 
but was as often repuls'd by the more numerous( 
ſtians: The Beſieg'd made frequent Sallies upon 
Aſſailants, who receiv dem with a Martial Con 
cy, and ſtill forc'd 'em to retire with great L 
the Garriſon ; who notwithſtanding continu'd u 
fend the Place with a chearful Courage, til 
ſaw the Chriſtians Maſters of the Lake, by uf 
they expected to receive the Relief they had ſe 
deſire of Solyman, and then they entertain'd Thou 
of a Rendition, For whilſt that Lake was opent 
receiv'd conſtant Supplies of Proviſion, and all q 
Neceſſaries at their Pleaſure ; of which when 4 
was inform'd, he fitted out ſome little Frigots, ul 
commanded the Lake, and intercepted their uM": 
Commerce. 85 inf 

For tho' the Emperor had promis'd to join 
the Princes, yer conſidering how much their 
ces exceeded his, that they were chiefly com 
ed by ſuch of whoſe Affections he had great WF" 
{on to be doubtful, he choſe rather to be a Spedl 


c 


panion; and therefore continu'd at a Place or 
Pelecanus, from whence he obſerv'd the Prog hn 
the Beſiegers, and at the ſame time held a , 
ſpondence with the Defendants, whom he lolli 
by Butumites his Lieutenant to ſurrender the © 


4 


which s to him; which, upon mighty Promiſes of A | 
{urrender'd tages, as the higheſt Honours, and magnificent 
#0 Alexis. ſions to the Sultan's Wife and Siſter, and liberal 


{ents to the leading and moſt deſerving Men 0 
Garriſon, they condeſcended to. Tho! the? 
had timely Intimation of this Treaty, yet being“ 
fible that it would haſten the Surrender of the Hebe 
they choſe rather to conceal their Knowledge vl 


than obſtruct it by a Reſentment. ha 


Wo. 1V- XCVII. Alexius, 
i being thus become Maſter of Nice, and 
urable Means by which he obtain'd it, endea- 
red to conceal or varniſh over his Guile by his 
fuſe Liberaluy to the Franks, making moſt mag- 
cent Preſents to all the Principal Commanders, 
| beſtowing large Donatives upon the diſappoint- 
Soldiers, who had promis'd themſelves the Spoils 
the vanquiſh'd City ; notwithſtanding which the 
ſtruſt the Princes had entertain'd of him made em 
ays upon their Guard, and the common Soldiers 
gd him every Day with whole Vollies of Curſes 
Execrations. 

ter the Reduction of Nice the Princes took leave 
the Emperor, and march'd immediately towards 
, having firſt ſeparated into two Bodies for the 
nveniency of Forage and Subſiſtence, Bobemond 
ing the Left Hand and Godfrey the Right, be- 
however both careful that the Army ſhould not 
diſtant above two Miles the one Body from the 
er. Bobemond marching firſt, was three Days 
r this Separation diſcover'd by Solyman in a 
e Plain; who concluding that ſmall Body con- 
1d the whole Chriſtian Army, and he being 
fore'd with new Troops, which made his a- 
unt to three hundred and fixty thouſand Turks 
Perſians, all Horſe, beſides an infinite Number 
irahians, who were alſo Cavalry, he ſuddenly 
d on all the Paſſes of the Hills, and the Ave- 


e the Chriſtians early next Morning, as they 
e going to decamp. 


ud ſome Horſe to acquaint Godfrey of the Dan- 


my, who. came pouring down into the Valley 
harge the Chriſtians, whom they expected to 


half conquet'd to their Hands by their Fear 
R 4 and 


he ſame time conſcious to himſelf of the diſho- 


$ leading out of the Valley, intending to ſur- 


If this Bobemond being advertis d, he inſtantly diſ- Bobe- 
mond his 


5 X Army in 
he was in, and made tue beſt Proviſion he could r 


poſe the terrible Shock he expected from the ger. 


- O00 — —n·ni: — —— _— 


-—- — —— 2 PULL 


- > OD _ = _— - 1 
= —_— 
—. 


U 
* 
{ 
n 
= 
4 1 
4 3 
it 
10 
14 
' 
+ , 
+} 0 \FF 
i 
| 
: 


g 

4 

= 
” 

ö F 


— —_ — 
K — — 
rn 8 


— ** 
- << 0 
— 


— 2 
n 
* 


* 
Q__— _ = 9 
— — — mem — — en CL. 
» — — = = - — 22 n | AP 
” : * —— 
= - 
— — — — 
— — - — — r 1 
— - - — — U AE... — — 


248 


The Turks Execution, that the Enemy were put to Flight 


defeated, 


The Roman Hiſtory Vol 
and Diſorder. The Chriſtians receiv'd the C 
with great Conſtancy and Reſolution, but woul 
the end have been over-power'd by Number, | 
not Godfrey appear'd upon the Mountains, and ij 
Inſtant made an Alteration in the Face of the] 
tel; for Solyman retreated preſently to the 
where he: thought the Chriſtians would not dar 
attack him, which however they did with ſo m 


ving their Camp, and above three thouſand of 
Principal Perſons of Quality among the Turk, 
ſides a prodigious Number of Arabians, and other 
dinary Soldiers behind 'em. | 

The Chriſtians, having refreſh'd themſelves fort 
Days in the Valley, continu'd their March, ad 
cing towards Syria, ſuffering much as they mar 
along ; for the Turks, who no longer dar'd to 
counter em hand to hand, deſtroy'd the Cot 
through which they were to paſs, which reduced 
to excream Want, eſpecially in their Paſſage over 
Mountains and Deſarts. However, after havin 
vercume Difficulties that others would have tho 
invincible, they arriv'd at Antioch , accompany 
Taticius, or Tatin, the Emperor's Lieutenant, fer 
ther to be a Spy upon em, and betray 'em, th m: 
afl:{t 'em. The Seaſon was far advanc'd when 


' arriv'd near Antioch, and the Town ſupply'd ui on. 


The Chri- 
ftrans be- 
fiege Anti- 
och. 


numerous Garriſon, and every thing requiſite f 
eftectual Defence; notwithſtanding which, con 
ing it conſiſted with the Reputation of their ! 
to ſer down before it, they put the whole Ar 
Order of Bartel, and on the twenty firſt of Nas 
march d in a terrible Triumph, and encamp'd 
a Mile of it. | wa 

It is Foreign to my preſent Deſign to inſilt 1 
the Particulars of this Siege, which laſted W'*- 
Months, and is moſt memorable for the many en 
ons perform'd in the Courſe of it, it being bane 


determine whether the Beſiegers or Defendants 
| en 


1p, IV. XCVII. Alexius. 


oed to the greateſt Hardſhips,or endured em with 
greateſt Patience and Reſolution. The Fury of 
and the Viciſſitudes of it, appear'd no where 
e conſpicuous than upon this Occaſion. The 
ence and Famine, Envy and Emulation, An- 
h and Deſpair rag'd equally within the Walls and 
houet, That which ought to have haſten'd Alexius 
he Succour of the Aſſailants, the Neceſſities they 
e under, made him return back when he was up- 
his march towards em: So that *tis no wonder the 
ces did not reſtore Antioch to him, as they had be- 
oblig'd themſelves to do, but made Bobemond 
nce of it, and that for a Reaſon, which becauſe 
ncludes the Means by which they got it into 
ir Hands, a brief Account of it may not be judg'd 
{5 in this Place. | 
bus, a Citizen of Quality in Antioch, was born 
hriſtian Parents, but pretended to embrace the 
bmetan Superſtitions to ſave his Eſtate, as ſeveral 
er Antiochians had done in fourteen Years time, 
en firſt it was conquer'd by the Turks. This Man 
| obtain'd ſo great an Eſteem among the Infidels, 
t Aecien the Sultan, charm'd with his good Quali- 
, entruſted him with the Guard of three Towers, 
made him his Secretary of State. Notwithſtand- 
this, Pyrrhus, who ſecretly abhorr'd the Abomi- 
ons of that Religion, to which he had outwardly 
Itorm'd, and being ſenſible how difficult it would 
bor the Chriſtians to take the Town by Force, con- 
dan ardent Deſire to redeem his Country from 
dervitude and Oppreſſion of the Turks; to which 
was prompted by his Son, who at the beginning of 
diege was in a Sally taken Priſoner by Bobemond, 
was fo tranſported with his generous Treatment 
Diſcharge, (for he refus'd to receive the Ranſom 
ou had offer'd for him) that at Bohemond's Inſti- 
jon he induc'd his Father at his Return to think 
ime means of delivering the Town up to the Chri- 


ns, and the Father from that time forward main- 


tain'd 
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ſtioch. Whereupon Bohemond, who was a politick 


betray'd 20 
the Chris 


f ant. 


Relief. That nothing remain d more to be done, but | 
J any among em could gain the Town by Surprixe or 


diſengage the Army from ſo long, ſo bloody and expe 
tifice of Bobemond, yet their Scouts continually a 


5 Pyrrbus, that he was prepar'd to execute what had 


Antioch Jowing, upon a Signal given, threw down 4 


The Roman Fiftory. d 


tain'd a ſecret Correſpondence with Bobemond h 
Son's means, who was often ſent out into the f 
under the Pretence of being a Spy, and at lengh 
agreed upon a certain Day to put the three Toy 
of which he had the Command, into his Hand 
bout this time the Great Sultan of Verſiæ had rai 
moſt formidable Army of two hundred thou 
Horſe, and an innumerable Multitude of | 
which were then on their March to the Relief d 


ſigning Prince, the very Day that Pyrrbus and he 
agreed, as is before mention'd, told the Prince 
Council of War with a melancholy Air, That th 
vils which the Army endured were inſupportable, aul 
that they muſt ſhortly be forc d to abandon the Sig, 
riſe from the Town, after they had loſt ſo many braut 
before it, ſince ſo prodigious an Army was marching | 


igence, before the Succours arriv'd ; and to encouraged 
one to undertake ſomething of that Nature for tl 
lick Good, he propos d the Principality of Antioch a 
ward to him who ſhould perform the Exploit, andi 


Siege. 


Tho' the reſt of the Princes eaſily perceiv d the 


ing 'em with the Approach of the Succours, the 
the end decreed that he who could gain Antiocb ll 
be Maſter of it; whereupon Bobemond inſtantly at 


concerted between em; and Pyrrbus the Night 


with which he drew up a Ladder, and faſten 
one of the Tower Battlements, whereupon 20 
pany of Bohemond's Soldiers, appointed for that 
poſe, mounted the Tower, which whilſt ſow 
em maſter'd, killing all the Turks they met, d 
broke open a Sally Port, at which the Troops em 


p. V. XCVII. Alexius. 
cizing the Gates the whole Army was, by break 


Jay, got without my Reſiſtance into the City, 
the Turks were kill d, ſome 


re the greateſt part o 
zir Beds, others in the Streets, and Accien himſelf, 
fled away in a Diſguiſe, was taken ſhortly after, 
lain by ſome Chriſtians of Syria. 

he Princes being thus become Maſters of Antioch, 
Hugh the Great, and Baldwin, Earl of Heynault, 
ive the Emperor an Account of their Succeſs, and 
; him to make good his Oath, and in Perſon join 
Forces with thoſe of the Princes, who got little by 
unfortunate Ambaſſage ; for the Earl of Heynault 
ind in the way, nor was it ever known what Death 
d, tho' it was generally ſuſpected that he was ta- 
Priſoner, and murder'd by the Emperor's Soldiers 
lice. Hugh got ſafe to Conſtantinople, but inſtead 
returning to the Princes with an Account of his 
baſſy, he parted from thence in ſo abrupt a man- 
that ſome of the Writers of that Time took Oc- 
on from thence to mention him much to his Diſ- 
antage ; and the Emperor was ſo far from being 
laced to join with the Princes then, that he re- 
d never to do it. 
ndeed at that time he had a juſtihable Excuſe for 


Ablence, for Tzachas ſtill continu'd Maſter of 
*, from whence he exercis'd his Piracies, and 


lied the Sea-Coaſts of the Empire; and Tangri- 
u, a Man of the ſame Faith and Practices, had 
d on Epbeſas, as ſome of his Followers had done 
Rhodes, Chios, and other Places, which they judg'd 
moſt fic for their Piratical Excurſions. Here they 
t their Ships, and laid em up after any Expediti- 
; here they ſtor'd their Booty, and ſold ſuch Chri- 
is, as fell into their Hands, into a miſerable 
rery, 

his made Alexius think it requiſite to Man out 


ha Fleet, and raiſe an Army as ſhould not only be 


eto reſtrain the Barbarians, but to remove, and, it 
ule, to extirpate them. Accordingly he beſieg d 
| Smyrna 
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Smyrna by Sea and Land, which, deſpairing of gd 
ſurrender'd. upon ſuch Conditions as the best 
themſelves requir'd. But before the Fleet ly 
from thence, Caſpar, whom the Imperial Genen 
made Governor of the Place, was murder'd 1 
Turk, of whom ſome Chriſtians had made pref 
Complaints for his Violence and Extortion, when 
on the Sailors and Soldiers in a confus'd Number 
into the City, where in an Inſtant they ſlew 
Ten Thou. thouſand of the Twkiſh Inhabitants. 

lend Turks The Imperial General march'd from Sm 
— rw Epheſus, where he engag'd with Tanpripermes, and 

Chriſtians R eg 2 
« Smyr. feated him, killing great Numbers of his Men, 
na. taking no leſs than two thouſand Priſoners, con 
ing chiefly of their principal Officers and prime] 


bility among the Turks, who by the Emperor's Wh: 
der were diſpers d throughout the Iſlands, Aire 
this Philadelphia, Laodicea, and other Maritime be 
of no ſmall Importance fell into the Emperor's Hi pre 
which ſhortly after pruv'd the Subject of a War Whip 
tween the Emperor and Bohemond, the newly el chi 
Prince of Antioch : For that Prince, mindful d 
Hereditary Quarrel to Alexius, and offended at Hef 
Demand he had made of Antioch, which he cli of 
as his, he ſent his Nephew Tankred with part oft 
Forces to fit down before Laodicea, and take ii 
Storm if the Defendants refus'd to ſurrender. Wh, t 
Town was provided with a Garriſon, which the WIG, 
peror judg'd ſufficient to defeat any Deſigns of WF » 
Turks, but not ſtrong enough to oppoſe the C 
of the victorious Chriſtians ; ſo that after ſome d 
Reſiſtance it was deliver'd up to Tankred, togeſi Lan 
with other the moſt conſiderable Fortreſſes in allW'o 
licia. Of which when Alexius was inform'd, he Wn 
and renew'd his Claim to Antioch, and upon 3M © 
pulſe prepar'd to make good his Pretenſions by b 
Force of Arms; and hearing that the BiſhopW", 
Piſa and other Princes in the Weſt were prepaiil K 


great Fleet for the Support of the Chriſtians in 


7 
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who had lately taken Feruſalem, in which they Jeruſalem 

1ſo much Booty, that che whole Army was en- — 
4 beyond Imagination, he gave Orders for the in. 
ling more Ships of War to be added to thoſe he 

already at Sea, and made Taticius his admiral ; 

ving to ſtop the Paſſage of the Weſtern Fleet, 

the Princes had deliver'd up ſuch Towns as he 

eng d from em. Accordingly both Fleets met 
engag d near Rhodes, where the Imperialiſts pre- 

d, and entirely defeated the Enemy Fleet; but 

e themſelves overtaken by a Tempeſt in their 

un to Conſtantinople, which deſtroy'd all their 

but the Squadron commanded by Taticius him- 


bemond, obſerving the Emperor was in earneſt, 
that after all his Prevarications he began now to 
ae more openly, put himſelf upon his Guard; 
hearing that Alexiuss General, call'd Catacuzenus, 
preparing to beſiege Laodicea, after he had in vain 
pted co hinder the Genoeſe from landing, and 
ching to the Aſſiſtance of the Chriſtians in the 
„Land, he reſolv'd to march in Perſon to the 
ef of it. Before his Arrival the Greeks were Ma- 
of the Town and Haven, but the Franks con- 
d to make a vigorous Defence in the Caſtle, in- 
hich with much Difficulty he threw ſome Sup- 
tho that ſhortly after fell into the Emperor's 
i, and then return'd to Antioch, where he con- 
d what Methods were moſt proper to oppoſe and 
the Emperor. Upon Examination he found 
ad not Strength ſufficient at preſent either by Sea 
Land to contend with him, that he could hope 
no Recruits but out of the Weſt, and that his 
ence there was abſolutely neceſlary for the rai- 
of 'em, and was ſenſible at the ſame time of 
Vanger he muſt unavoidably run in a Voyage 
er, the Emperor being abſolute Maſter at Sea. 
ls Extremity he had recourſe to a Stratagem, Bohe- 


1 was no leſs wonderful in the Contrivance, —_ his 
. 1 than 
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| than dangerous in the Execution. Having ſet 
Affairs at Antioch, the Management of which he 
mitted to ſuch in whom he could ſafely conf 
commanded a Report to be ſpread abroad . 
Death; which was confirm'd by the Behaviour 
Friends, and the Conduct of his Court. Why 
thought no one would be fo ſcrupulous as to 
the Truth of it, he was put into a Coffin, and ſi 
on board a Veſſel prepar'd for that purpoſe, 
was to carry him to Rome in Order to his Intem . 
By this Artifice he deluded the Curioſity of deer 
peror's Officers, who ſuffer'd his Corps, as they no 
it, to paſs unmoleſted, firſt to the Iſland Coryphy; 
thence into Hay; and the Emperor was hardly Wt ir 
ble of this unhappy Overſight, till he was infor 
I" mighty Preparations Bohemond was making ot 
im. : , 
The unhappy Emperor never labour'd under 
er Apprehenſions than he did upon this Occaſion 
was ſenſible how highly he had provok'd Bu ne. 
and how ready that hanghty Spirit was to relen ca. 
He knew he was already obnoxious to the Popt 
the Italian Princes, ſo that it was extreamly dill an 
for him to create any Diverſioa on that fide tod 
the Deſigns of a powerful Enemy, who ſeem'd [ 
to his Ruin. Theſe Apprehenſions were impro ci; 
the Appearance of a Comet of an extraordina 
which roſe in the Weſt, and by an unnatural tt 
on travell'd on towards the Eaſt, where it ſet. W on 
Appearance of this Star, and its irregular Prog nd 
firſt very much perplex'd the ſuperſtitious Em 
till he in ſome meaſure was eas d of his Fears Me E 
filius a Mathematician, for whom he had a gre», 
gard, who aſſur'd him, that as by its Riſing Oe 
Weſt, it foretold the Invaſion of the Latin, Mrrif 
Setting in the Eaſt intimated, that in the al f 
they would all be deftroy'd. At Theſſalonice, Wpp 
ther the Cares of the War, and approaching ld t. 
gers had drawn him, he narrowly eſeap'd the i 
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| Conſpiracy, which being form'd by Perſons of 4 con- 
jipheſt Rank, as well in the Church and the Z 4. 


wn Subjects were diſpos'd againſt him. 

hilſt he lay under theſe Diſquierndes his Fleet 

ready to put to Sea, and he order'd his Adiniral, 

ſe Name was Corroſtephanus, upon Forfeiture of 

yes, ſo diligently to watch the Seas, as not to 

Bebe mond to paſs by him without an Engage- 

t. At the ſame time he ſent Orders to the Go- 

ur of Dyrrachium to be conſtantly upon his Guard, 

not ſuffer himſelf to be ſurpriz'd. But Contoftepha- 

inſtead of following his Inſtructions, made a De- 

t into Italy, and laid Siege to Brunduſium, where 

ceiv'd an abſolute Defeat, which was chiefly ow- 

o the brave Conduct of Tancred's Mother. This 

preune prov'd in the Iſſue of worſe Conſequence 

lexius his Affairs, than might have reaſonably . 

at firſt expected. For fix Scythians being taken ter 

ners in the Action they were ſent to Bohemond, u 7 2 

carry'd *em to the Pope, telling him twas with gin A- 

Inſtruments as theſe Alexins endeavour'd to de- lexius. 

and enlarge his own Dominions, and encroach 

his Neighbours, fighting at the Head of Pagans 

t Chriſtians, and arming Barbarians againſt the 

civiliz'd Nations of Europe. By theſe Artifices 

od ſtirt d up the Pope and People againſt Alexi- 

d that his Levies were compleat in an Inſtant, 

one crowding to receive the Pope's Benedicti- 

ad to engage in the War againſt ſo abominable a 

nt as they conceiv'd Alexius to bg. | 

e Emperor's Fleet lay at Aulon itt Albania, when 

nd put to Sea; and tho' they had receiv'd Ex- 

Orders from their Maſter to hinder his Paſſage, 

rify'd at the Number and Burden of his Ships, 

all fled, and Bobemond landed his Forces without 

Oppoſition at that Place, which they had relin- 

d to him, and prepar'd to beſiege Dyrrachium, 

ich that impetuous Prince was already Maſter — 
| | is 


diſcover'd. 


ite as in the Army, it ferv'd to let him know how po bg | 
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his own Imagination. In Order to which he {| 
on all the Towns adjoining to it, and having 
bis Ships in the ſight of his Army, thereby giving 
| to underſtand there was no Poſſibility of thei 
Bohe- turning home, he fate down with his whole 
mond Be- before it, and expos'd himſelf and all his Forces tof 
feges Dyr- unavoidable Difficulties, as, had they been fore 
rachium. yould have been ſufficient to deter him from 10 
gerous an Undertaking. For the Emperor, 
Maſter at Sea, he could not from thence recein 
Proviſions, which there was no poſſibility of ge 
by Land, where Alexius had ſeiz d on all the Aye 
leading to Dyrrachium. This begot a great Fami 
his Camp, which was follow'd by a Sickneſ; 
ſwept off great Numbers of his Men daily, Ii 
mean time the Beſieg'd made a vigorous Dek 
and Alexius, who was not willing to venture all; 
one Stake, declin'd bringing it to a Battel, and 
Alexiusba deavour'd to weaken Bobemond's Army by oi 
Arti fees. Diſſentions in it. Having learn'd what Office 
his Army that Prince had the greateſt Depend 
upon, he ſent ſuch Letters to them as ſeem'd no( 
than Anſwers to ſome others he had lately rec 
from them before, in which he thank'd em fo 
great Services they had done him in betraying 
bemond's Deſigns to him, and exhorted 'em to g 
in the good Work they had began, and effed 
deſerve the Rewards he had abundantly preparÞnti 
em. Theſe Letters were directed to Bohemaonds 
Brother, and other his moſt intimate Friends and tio! 
fidents ; hoping by ſuch means to create ſuch a 
louſie of em, and the Prince, as would in time 
the Ruin both of them and himſelf. Theſe L 
being thus diſpatch'd, he ſent a Man of experi 
Loyalty, who poſting a nearer way to Babe 
Camp, immediately demanded Admittance to 
Prince, to whom he pretended, that having tes 
ſome Injuries from the Emperor, he had renouneſ ere 
Allegiance, and was come to follow his Fort! 


p.1V. © XOVIL Alexius-. 

g able, by a timely. Diſcovery of ſome Treaſons 
nded againſt him, to make vY for his Reception: 
en he was ask d what thoſe Treaſons were, and 
were the Traitors, he boldly accus d Bobemond's 
0 Brother, and ſuch others as had been before 
ed upon betwixt him and Alexins, referring him- 
to the Contents bf ſome Letters, which he knew 
e upon the. Road, for the Truth of what he had 
d; undertaking to intercept the Bearers of em, 
re they ſhould be able to deliver em according to 


of thoſe who did nothing out of IIl- will to him, 
in Obedience to an haughty imperious Matter ; 
h Bobemond, who was furpriz'd at the Novelty of 
thing, without any Heſitation granted. Accord- 
the Men were ſeiz d, and the Letters deliver'd 
lemond, who opening em with great Impatience, 
em over with an aſtoniſh'd'Eye, and was at firft 
horoughly perſuaded that they were genuine, 
he kept within his Tent ſix Days together, ſeri- 
debating with himſelf what Councils to take in 
tical a Conjuncture. At laſt, either confidering 
the Removal of ſo many experienc'd Men ac 
would be of a more dangerous Confequence than 
ontinuance of them in the Service, however ill 
e chey might be to him; or having at length 
Reaſon to diſtruſt the Sincericy of choſe Letters, 
ntinu'd his Brother and all the reft in their Em- 
ents, gave em freſhi Inſtances of his good In- 


1d tions towards em, and of the Truſt he repos'd 
not to be ſhaken by fo weighty a Teſtimony 
ele Letters ſeem'd to produce againſt em 

Lei the mean time Acts of Hoſtilities were continu d 


th ſides, and the Siege advanc d extream flowly, 
e Beſieg d made a vigorous Defence, and had 
Plenty of all things in the Garriſon. Momen- 
Kirmiſhes and Party Engagements happen'd al- 
erery Day, in which for the moſt part the Em- 
tad the Advantage, os cloſely preſs d Bobe- 


mond, 


N 


— 
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Directions, provided he might be aſſur'd of the 


— 


A. D. 
1109. 
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74 bis undoubted Right from him. But finding 
neither Baldwin or any other of the Princes 


it Tancred, he thought fit to ſuſpend. his Claim 
he preſent, and the rather becauſe his Jealouſie 
zwaken'd with the new Preparations he heard 
alians were making in the Welt. 


or other provok d all the World, thought the 
e World combin'd againſt him, and receiv d an 
from every Motion of thoſe whom his Guilt 
ht him to conſider as his Enemies: On whatever 
ner he caſt his Eyes he thought he had juſt Rea- 
to put himſelf upon his Guard, and that at 2 
when he was leaſt able to make a Reſiſtance. 
Tuwks were not more diſtruſted by him than the 
lians themſelves, nor could he ſafety confide even 
s own Subjects, who were continually form- 
onſpiracies againſt him, q; terrify ing him by 
Rebellions ; add to all this, the Infirmities of 
dy, afflicted by the Gout, and other Diſtem- 
which uſually. accompany Old Age, and ren- 
ite a Burden. Notwithſtanding which, being 
md that the Turks had renew'd their Incurſions, 
hthey made up almoſt as far as the Walls of Nice, 
ch'd in Perſon: againſt em, and gave em an 
row that was thought worthy ſuch a Triumph 
fantinople, as the. Inhabitants of that Place had 
en for a long time before. N 

withſtanding this Defeat of the Turks, they 
j aſter renew'd their Incutfions, and deſtroy d 


ut Control, for that the Forces of the Eaſt had 
ome time before ſent againſt the Scythiant, who 
preparing to give Alexius new Trouble, and the 


nt Barbaricy deſtroy d 


all before em, but at the 
8 2 | 


Emperor's 


Cruſade were inclinable to favour his Pretences 


is no wonder if this Prince, having in fome Re- 


orders of the Empire for a” conſiderable time 


or himſelf was laid up of the Gout. However, 
a length recover'd, and having review'd his 
„ he march'd againſt the Turks, who with an 
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dies. 


His Cha- 
racer. 


1 De Roman Hiſtory, d 


/ 


Emperor's Approach retir'd without venturing, 
tel; and when they heard he was return'd to Ny 
dia, they renew'd their Hoſtilities with their uſua 
fidence, and were frequently defeated by 4 
Lieutenants, who were left behind for that pur 
eſpecially by Nicepherus, who drove the Sultan} 
ſelf out of the Field, and won ſeveral Places 
portance from the Turk; near Iconium; at Which, 
a ſecond Expedition of Alexius againſt em, 
were ſo terrify'd that they immediately deſir'd Þ; 
which was readily granted 'em by the Emperor, 

This Peace being ſo happily concluded, the 
peror never after appear'd in the Field; but! 
now as cautions of -proyoking his Neighbours, 
had been heretofore forward in it, he apply! 
ſelf to Acts of Charity, and to the healing tho: 
viſions, with which the Greek Church was at 
time grievouſly afflited. Theſe Cares took 
the reſt of his Time 'cill his Death, which hapy 
ſhorely after occaſign'd by a violent Cold, and 
own Wilfulneſs, or the Ignorance and unſealot 
Diſputes of his Phyſicians. He dy'd in the d 
eighth Year of his own Reign, the laſt of Bd 
the firſt King of Feruſalem, and the twenty ſe 
after the firſt Expedition of the Weſtern Chriſtian 
the Recovery of the Holy-Land, An. Dom. 1118, 
The Character of this Prince is differently & 
ſented by the Greek Authors, and thoſe who 
written the Hiſtory of the Holy Wars; the Grat 
eſpecially his Daughter Ann, placing him an 
thoſe excellent Princes whoſe Virtues adorn( 
Imperial Throne ; and the reſt making him 
than the worſt of thoſe who defil'd it. It 15% 
on all Hands, that he was one of the greateſt 
ricians of his Time, and knew how to be Mak 
his Deſigns by Artifice, when it was not to be eli 
by open Force. His greateſt Fault was his Ambl 
and his moſt ſhining Talent Diflimulation. H 
patient of Labour; and, upon Occaſion, 3} 


- 


ap. IV. XCVIII. Calo-Johannes. 


ne-ſerver. He outwardly profeſs d a great Vene- 
on for the Church, but made it appear, when 

his Neceſſities requir'd' it, how ſuperficial that 

eration was. That he was grateful and muni- 

t, appears from his Behaviour to his Brother 
the reſt of his Friends, who had been inſtru- 
tal in his Advancement. He was Perfidious, 

not Cruel, ſeldom puniſhing thoſe, who during 
long Courſe of his Reign ſo often attempted him 

heir Conſpiracies, otherwiſe than with Baniſh- 

t and Confiſcation. His Behaviour to the Weſtern 

entures was unworthy a Prince and a Chriſtian, 

at in ſome meaſure it was to be excus'd by the 

buſes he had upon good grounds entertain'd a- 
Bobemond. His Reign was for the moſt part full 

res and Anxieties, and at laſt he left the Empire 

Son, who govern'd more to the Satisfaction of 

eople than his Father had done before him. 5 
hilft Alexius lay Sick, he was earneſtly ſollici- Calo-Jo- 
y the Empreſs and his Daughter Ann, to de- bannes. 
ber Husband Bryennius Emperor, and to deprive 2 = 
wn Son Fobn of the Succeſſion; and tho' A. 18. 
abſolutely deny'd their Requeſt , and gave 
unanſwerable Reaſons for that Denial, yet they 

ed in their Sollicitations; and that the ra- 
becauſe they heard Jobn, having got the Im- 

= Signet from off his dying Father's Finger, 

caus d himſelf to be proclaim'd Emperor, by 

of his Relations and others who were well 

ed to his Cauſe. This made em more im- 

nate with Alexius, who continu'd deaf to their 
munities, till Jobn was got at the Head of his 

into the Palace, immediately upon which the 
Emperor dy'd, and left him his Succeſſor with- 

ny Competitor. | I 
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, being confirm'd in the Imperial Dignity, 
own'd by the Hands of the Patriarch, remov'd 
Viicers from Court as were ſuſpected by him, 
cler d none to ſucceed em but his own Friends 
S 3 and 


* — — 
242 rr 4 
EE — —ä ũ —— — =_ 
£ —_— 
* Pay 8 


— <7 © Aint. — 
———_— C 
— —— — — 
2 T \ 
— . 


——— 


262 De Roman Hiſtory. J 
and Relations, and ſuch others as were the my 

- minent for ther Birth in the Empire. Notwithl 

ing this prudent Management, he had not wary 
Imperial Purple a full Year before ſome of his ne 
Relations conſpired againſt him, and by Oathol 
themſelves to advance Bryennizs ; this was rather 

tri d by the haughty and ambitious Temper of 

than deſir' d by Bryennius, who was ſo far fron 
proving what had been deſign'd, that his Remif 

and Averſion to publick Affairs blunted the EA 

the Conſpirators Swords, who had undertaky 

murder the Emperor by Night. A treaſonable 

ſign not executed proves pernicious to- none but 
Traitors : The Conſpirators being diſcover, 

John, the ſeiz d the next Day, ſuffer'd no other Puniſh 
new — than a Confiſcation of their Goods, which ho- 
— '. Mo. Were ſhortly after reſtor'd to em through the 
tration. mency of the Emperor, and they receiv'd into 
vour. Ann her ſelf, who had given Life to the 

ſpiracy, being the firſt who caſted of his Royal B 

ty, which was in a great Meaſure owing to the 

tue and Generoſity of Axuchw, a Perſian by | 

who being in the City of Nice when it was! 

by the Chriſtians, was among other Captive: WI ** 

ſented to Alexius ; and that Emperor, obſerving 

thing extraordinary in the Youth, order'd hun 

attend as a Companion upon his Son, who from 

time forward conceiv'd ſo great an Affection for 

that when he came to be Emperor he was dec 

his chief Favourite and prime Miniſter, Fobstl 

ing he could never do enough for the belovd 

panion of his Studies and Diverſions. Axuchuw WM" 

the other fide, behav'd himſelf with the greatd 
deration, and tho' his Authority was ſo great i 
Empire, that many of the Royal Blood thought". 
Diſgrace to alight from their Horſes when they 

him, and pay him Homage; yer was he ſo fat 

the Arrogance of unworthy upſtart Favourites 

he demean'd himſelf on all Occaſions like a 8 


1 b. V. XCVIII. Calo-Johannes. 
enadeavouring to eſtabliſh a good Underftand- 
in the Royal Family, and reconciling the Offen- 
to the injur'd Prince. By this Man's good Offi- 
the Emperor was perfectly reconcil'd to his Mo- 
and Siſter, and having eſtabliſh'd an agreeable 
nony at home, he found himſelf at leiſure to 
e the Turks, who, in Defiance of the Peace 
concluded with his Father, had broken into Hi War: 
pic, where he overthrew em in ſeveral Engage- Tu 
ts, recover'd all the Places of Importance ut 
heir Hands, and among the reſt the City of 
es, which he ſecur'd with new Walls and o- 
Fortifications. After which he laid Siege to 
vs, a conſiderable Town in Pampbifis, from 
ce the Turks by their frequent Excurſions very 
1 oppreſs'd the Subjects of the Empire. The 
n was ſtrongly fortify'd, and almoſt maccefli- 
ſo that he found it difficult to force the nume- 
Garriſon by the uſual Methods of a Siege, and 


Recourſe to a Stratagem 1 had the Suc- 


he deſited, and made him Maſter of the Town : 
having by a pretended Aſſault drawn the Turks 
and by a counterfeit Flight entic d em into 
nbuſcade, part of his Forces got between them 
the City, and fell upon the Rear, whilſt the 
fac'd about and attack'd 'em upon the Front, 
g great Multitudes upon the Spot, taking ſeve- 
'nloners, and ſuffering none to eſcape, but a 
vho ow'd their Lives to the Fleetneſs of their 
„After which not only Zozopolis fell into 
ands, but ſeveral” other Places in thoſe Parts, 
ily Members of the Roman Empire, but late 

Id, and added to the Dominions of the Turks. 
ele ſucceſsful Expeditions in the Beginning of 
eign, render'd Jobs terrible to his Enemies in 
who ſuffer d him therefore peaceably to en- 
be Fruits of his Victories at Conſfantinople; till 
ith Year of his Reign he was fore d upon an 
tion againſt the Scytbianz, who having paſt the 
$4 Ie 
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264 > The Roman | Hiſtory: ' "Val 
A. D. Tſter had waſted Thrace, and like devouring Log 
1122. deſtroy'd all before em. Againſt theſe the Em 

and the led the Flower of the Roman Army, preparing hy 

Scychians. ever to circumvent by Fraud if poſſible, rather oi 

engage with ſuch a Multitude of Barbarians 
pitch d Battel. Accordingly he ſent his Amb; 
dors to the chief Captains in their Army, for 
ry Tribe, or Clan, had its particular Comma 
and amus'd the moſt powerful among em fot 
ctually with his fair Promiſes and magnificent! 
ſents, that they were careleſly conſulting am 
themſelves on what Terms they ſhould grant g 
to a Prince, who appear'd ſo willingly to pay for 
when the Emperor towards the Evening tell 
denly upon em, kill'd great Multitudes beforet 
were able to defend themſelves, and forc'd the 
after a reſolute Oppoſition, to fly, or yield th 
— mn 
This ſignal Victory was ſucceeded by another, 
tain'd ſhortly after over the Triballi, or Servi, 
having broke the League concluded with them, 
vok'd the Vengeance. of the Roman Arms againſt 
Theſe being likewiſe overcome by the Emperor, 
either incorporated in his Legions, or tranſplant 
other Parts, where they were not ſo capable of 
ing Miſchief for the future. 
The perfidious Triballi being thus puniſh'd by 
active Emperor, he was ſhortly after fore d to 
his Victorious Arms againſt the Hunns, who | 
ſome frivolous Pretences had invaded the Territ 
of the Empire, Jobn, who thought it advilad 
prevent and remove an Evil before it gain d too! 
Head, forc'd em back over the Ver; and paſling 


| 
| 
| 


own Army over that River, he carry'd the Wat 

their own Country, where he took ſeveral of WM De 
ſtrong Holds, obtain'd à conſiderable Booty, i" * 
em to ſuch a Peace as he thought fir to grant rd 


having ſecur d the Frontiers, recurn'd in Tum: 
Conſtantinople 3. where he had hardly returnd THF C 


*% FINE XCVIIT. Calo-Johannes; 
is Succeſs, ſhewn himſelf. eo: his Subjects, and 


LS new Attempts of his Enemies call'd him out to 
Adventures. | 6684 0 

e I,, who had already ſeiz d on ſo many 
derable Branches of the Empire, ſtill graſp'd at 
e; with confederate Forces they ſeiz'd on ſeve- 
of the Roman Cities in Galatia, in Cilicia, and 
r Places, which this warlike Emperor did not 
recover, but fore d em to yield up others they 
ml injuriouſly detain'd, and did not deſiſt till he 
MAY maſter'd all Armenia; he laid Siege to Baca 
ol Anavarba, which he took, but was forc'd to riſe 
| Wn before Berrbæa in Syria, after which he took 
ei der Places of Importance, and made a fruitleſs 
edition againſt Antioch, to which he laid Claim 
Victue of the Treaty concluded between his 
her and the Princes of the Craſade: But Fowk, 
„of Arjau, who had lately ſucceeded Baldwin 
roges in the Kingdom of Feruſalem, undertook 
Defence of the Place, and the Protection of 
d, the Earl of Poitiers Son, who had mar- 
„ Conſtantia, Bohemond's Daughter, and by that 


of ies, | 
[he Emperor , in his Return homewards, was 
iy reconcil'd to his Brother J/aac, who in the 
to Finning of his Reign had taken ſome Diſguſt, and 
crew to the Turks, among whom he livd, and 
md em to direct their Incurſions with the moſt 
ib bable Succeſs. But ſhortly after, as the Romans 
e about to engage the Turks near Neo-Cæſaria, 
in Son John, an arrogant intractable. Youth, de- 
u ed to the Enemy, which had like to have prov'd 
f Of Deſtruction of the Roman Army; for he in- 
d the Barbarians of the Difficulties they la- 
rd under, how their Horſes dy d daily, and that 
e was a Scarcity of all things convenient in 
Camp; and that he might add a greater: 
OTE Weight 


ed his Soldiers to enjoy a ſhort Refreſhment, be- 


ins was eſteem d the lawful Prince of thoſe Ter- 
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Armies abroad. 


mond in the Crowns of his Predeceſſors. Hz 


Deſign of his Expedition was only to ſettle the Nie 


Romans as they were decamping, and kid 


Weight to his Information, he impioully reno 
the Chriſtian Religion, and embrac'd the 34 
tan Superſtitions. The Tarks were ſo encor 
by this Defection, that they fell violently upon 


Numbers before the Emperor could lead 'em ini 
Place of Security. ö 
After this he return d to Conſtantinople 


I where mn ( 
was receivd with the uſual Acclamations by 
Citizens, who however murmer'd frequently a 
heavy Impoſitions laid upon em for the Sup 
of the War; but conſidering the Money wx 
tirely 'apply'd for -the -Good and Security of 
Publick, and not diverted to any private Uſe, t 
grew aſham'd of their Uneaſineſs, and admir 
indefatigable Induſtry of their Warlike Empen - 
whoſe Care for the Good of his Subjects was nil 

extenſive than his Dominions, and who tho 
it a Shame to lye idle at home, when the Ser 
of the Year ſuffer d him to be at the Head of 


Hitherto the many Wars he had been ingagt 
concluded all honourably, and moſt of em adm 
geouſly to the Empire, and he had no great re 
to accuſe Fortune; but now ſhe who had ſo long 
tended him in all his Expeditions as a Friend, bey 
to declare againſt him. Tho he had frequent! 
tempted Anrioch in vain, as has been before oble 
and was oblig'd to come to an Agreement with 
Latins there, yet his Ambition ftill prompted hn 


. endeavour: the Conqueſt of that renown'd Mi 


which had formerly appear d like an ineſtimablel 


ſettled his Domeſtick Affairs he ſet forward in 
Spring, aecompany'd by his three Sons, Alexia, 


dronicws, and Manuel, pretending publickly that 


fairs of Armenia, to ſecure his Conqueſts there, 
confirm the Cities in their Obedience; tho hn"! 


ur 


| 


ap. IV. XCVIII. Calo- Johannes. | T 


| Deſign was, if poſſible, to reunite Amioch to 
Empire. How much Divine Providence was of- 

jed at his Undertaking, appear'd from the great 
this Emperor ſuftain'd ſhortly after he had 


267 


March. For his eldeſt Son Alexius, whom he hade 


re adorn'd with the Imperial Purple, dy d by the 
y; and Andronicm, his ſecond, had hardly per- 
nd the laſt Office to his deceas d Brother before he 
ow'd, to the exceeding great regret of the w_ 


, who was ready to ſink under the weight 


zpeced a Calamity. However, being in nothing 


erted from his intended Deſigns, he proceeded firſt 
p [ſavria, and from thence into Syria, having firſt 


minted the Inhabitants of Antioch of his Arrival, 


Citizens immediately ſent an Embaſſy to con- 
wate his Preſence in thoſe Parts, with which he 
md highly delighted, and promis d himſelf an a- 


eable Succeſs; but as he drew nearer he found he 


great Reaſon to diſtruſt the Integrity of the La- 
who underſtanding the Darga of his Expediti- 

 refus'd to admit him into the Cit 

nly ſworn he would attempt no vation, but 

etly depart after a ſhort Reſidence among em. 
Emperor having firſt try'd the Temper of the Sy- 
and Cilicians, and found em by no means incli- 


e to a Change, were forc'd to ſubmit; ſo that af- 


till he had fo» 


he had taken the Oath preſcrib'd, he and a few of 


Followers was receiv'd into the City, but he was 


U pleas d with his Entertainment e, and the 


linacy of the Inhabitants, who had extorted that 


tom him, that at bis Departure he order d his 
liers to plunder the Suburbs, which he pretended 


done through the want of Proviſions in the. Ar- 


, though it was really contriv'd to revenge the 


ront he thought they had put upon him. Aſter 


he directed his March towards the Confines of 
, where he ſeverely paid for the Outrages com- 
ted at Antiocb. For as he was one Day Hunting a 
( Boar, having wounded him wich his Spear, the 

8 _ 7 | enrag d 


8 


268 The Roman Fliſtory,. Vd 
enrag'd Beaſt bore forward upon the Weapon! 
all his Strength, and forc'd the Emperor's Hang} 
upon the Point of a poiſor'd Arrow, which hunt 
a Quiver at his Back, and gave him a flight Way 

The Empe- Of which he ſhortly after dy d; for whereas at firſt 
ro woun- per Remedies were not apply d, the Strength ofthe] 
aud mor- fon prevail'd by degrees, and caus'd ſuch à Swell 
E in his Hand and Arm, that at length the Phyſig 

| declar'd there was no Remedy left but to cut of 
Arm; this the Emperor peremptorily refus'd, af 

ing, that he wanted both Hands to govern ſo lan 


| * * | £0 
4. herefore finding that Death was unavoidable, 
1142. ſent for his Son Manuel, and having ſummond 
| chief of the Nobility to be preſent, he recounted 
em the Condition he found the Empire in at his] 
ther's Death; and in what a flouriſhing State he 1 
Fir Speech left it. He repreſented to em hs many Expedition, 
befere his laborious Marches, and Vifories obtain d over ſuch & 
Doors. for a long time before, reflected on the Roman Arms 1 
Contempt. He told em he was now call'd to the B 
ment of an Heavenly King dom, aud wiſhd em to co 
of a Succeſſor. He added, that be had two Sons liv 
Iſaac and Manuel, and that if it might be lawful fil 
to name the Perſon he would have to ſucceed him, be wi 
not ſo much conſider the Priority of Birth, as the Supe 
ty of Virtues, nor would he willingly leave the Empin 
the oldeſ?, but the moſt deſerving. He obſervd, 
God was no Accepter of Perſons, that the Dictates of 
ture, like the Councils of Old Women, ere often to bt 
jected in things of Moment and Conſequence. After (i 
he proceeded to recount the different Tempers of I 
and Manuel, that tb was of a ſedate modeſt Diſpoſ 
and therefore the fitter to liſten to, and receive the v 
ſome Advice of hu Friends; that on the contrary the 
| was fiery and impatient ; and having appear d incapabi 
Declares Obedience he judg d bim unworthy to Command; that 
his Succeſe nuel from his Youth ſeem'd deſign d for the Roman 
7 pire, that ſeveral notorious Prophecies and Omens dich 


| =; 2 
up IV. XCIX. Manuel Comnenus-. 169 
Divine Pleaſure had marłd out this way to it, and 
ne that as Iſaac formerly conferr d the: Birth-Right © 
he younger, ſo be now thought it became him to call the 
ger to the Succeſſion. © ee 
ac was by no means gracious to the People, and Manuel 
moreover at this time abſent from the Army, ſo Comne- 
they all readily agreed to receive Manuel from "I 
Hands of their dying Emperor, and was accor- 
dy proclaim'd and acknowledg'd ſuch at the 
d of all the Legions, the chief Officers of the 
y obliging themſelves by moſt ſolemn Oaths, ne- 
to obey any other. This was chiefly attribu- 
to the prudent Management of Axuchus, who 
uphe by this means, to put a ſtop to the Troubles 
might .otherwiſe ' hereafter ariſe. from different 
tenders. . 1 
he remaining Part of the Emperor's Time was 
tin his Exhortations to Manuel, and his private 
otions : He liv'd not long after, but dy'd on the nd dies. 
th of April, in the twenty fifth Year of his Reign, 
fifth of Conrade the Third Emperor of Germany, 
ſeventh of our King Stephen, A. D. 1142. He was His Chas 
ince equally to be admir'd for his private Deport- racer. 
tas a Man, and his publick Adminiſtration as 
jeror, belov'd by the People for his frequent Do- 
res and magnificent Buildings. His Thirſt after 
was his moſt prevailing Quality, deſiring above 
hings to continue his Name down to Poſterity. 
vas an exact Obſerver of Forms in his Family and 
It, ſuffering no wanton Diſcourſes in Court, no 
ly Dreſſes, nor riotous Banquets. As he was X 
re lover of Virtue himſelf, ſo he endeavour'd by 
xample to encourage it in others. He was na- 
y Courteous, and free of Acceſs, indulging him- 
in all ſorts of innocent Recreations and Enter- 
ments when the Affairs of State would permit. 
obſervable of him, that he put none to Death, 
inficted a Corporal Puniſhment on any one 
ugtout his whole Reign. So that he was de- 
| ſervedly 
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| ſervedly belov'd after his Death, and efteem'; 
Ornament to the Commnenian Family, equalling : 
and excelling not a few of his Predeceſſors. 
Manuels firſt Care, after his Father's Death, 
toconfirm himſelf in the Dignity to which be 
been advanc'd. He was afraid leſt his Brother} 
who was then at Conſtantinople, ſhould upon the 
notice of his Advancement declare againſt him 
which he thought the Imperial Treaſure and 0) 
ments were no ſmall Inducements. He therefore 
mediately ſent away Axuchus, who had Orders tg 
cure Iſaac, if poſſible, before he had time to ati 
any Alterations ; in which that faithful Miniſter 
cCeeded ſo effectually, that he ſuddenly ſeiz d on 
unregarded Prince, and ſhut him up into a M 
ſtery, where he in vain exclaim'd againſt the | 
ſtice he had receiv'd, and declar'd his Right to 
Empire; whilſt Axucbus was intent upon ſettling 
Affairs at Court, upon reconciling the Minds of 
People to the new Emperor, and preparing for 
publick Entry, which he made amidſt the loud 
clamations of the Inhabitants, who receiv'd him 
fully, both for his Father's fake, and the Reputi . 
he had acquir'd for his own Valour, Prudence W.. 
Bravery. He had a lively Countenance, a m 
Stature, and a Complexion rather Swarthy than 
but what was very becoming; and the Citizen 
that time diſcover'd ſeveral imaginary Graces in 
Perſon, which had before paſs'd unobſery'd. R 
Crown'd by the Hands of the Patriarch, and red 
cil'd to his Brother Iſaac, who promis'd an imp 
Obedience for the future, he turn'd his Eyes tov 
the Eaſt, where the Turks renew'd their Inroads, 
Raimond, Prince of Antioch, encroach'd upon the; 
man Territories in Cilicia. Andronicus and Pra 
were ſent to obſerve Raimond, and the -Emft 
march'd in Perſon againſt che Infidels, from' wil 
he recover'd ſuch Places as they had ſeiz'd in Pl 
and other Parts, and engaging with em at Philo 
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he receiv'd a Wound in his Foot; notwithſtand- #1 
which he continu'd the War, and ſate down be- 
[conium it ſelf, from whence however he was 
ly after forc'd to riſe, and return in a diſorder- 
nanner home, where he began by ſome unwor- 
Actions, to render himſelf. unacceptable to the - 
ple. He had marry d Gertrude, Sifter-in-Law to The Greek 
id: the German Emperor, who was not fo care» riss 
y artificial tranſitory Beauties to adorn her Body, — 
y ſolid Virtues to enrich her Mind; which alie- 
| the Affections of the youthful Emperor from | 
who continu'd to her her Guards, and the other Manner; 
Enſigns of Empire, but abſtain'd from her . 
| and wantonly convers'd with his own Niece r 
3 * great Scandal of his Dignity and =" 
eon. ä 32 
owing how much ſuch an Action would raiſe * 
dignation of his Subjects againſt him, he en- 
our d to ſoften em by his continu'd Application 
e Affairs of State, by his Choice of ſuch Mini- 
c he knew were acceptable to the People, and \ 
b great Charity, Affability, and Magnificence, - 
however in time degenerated into the moſt _—_ 
d Parſimony and Auſterity. 
out this Time Ambaſſadors arriv'd at Conſtantine- A. D. 
Im the German Emperor, and ſuch other Princes 1147. 
L undertaken the Second Cru{ads to the Holy- 
. Their Buſineſs was to deſire in their Maſters 
a free Paſſage for their Troops through the 
tories of the Empire, with a ſupply of Forage 
Noviſion. The Emperor, tho he was infinitely 
u, receiv'd the Ambaſſadors tolerably well, ex- 
that generous and moſt Chriſtian "Temper in 
Maſters, and promis d em a Sufficiency of all 
Whey could deſire, provided they inſulted none 

Subjects in their Paſſage. Notwithſtanding this 
inſwer he muſter'd all his Forces, and in a ſet 
told his chief Officers how much reaſon he had to 
F the Weſtern Chriſtians, who he fear d would ___ 

| over 


- 
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Wolves in Sheep Cloathing. He repreſented to en 
Numbers and inclinations of theſe Adventurers, that 

were perfidious, cruel, and revengeful ; that they uf 

made War before they had declar'd it ; and ſeem'd by 
Speech, rather to animate the Minds of his Sol 

for an Engagement with their Enemies, than toy 

pare em for a friendly Reception of their Fell 

. Chriſtians, who had arm'd themſelves for noo 
purpoſe, but to drive the implacable Infidels far 


from their Doors. | | 

His tre- When he had thus deliver'd himſelf to the A 

heros „, he diſmiſs d part of it to meet the Emperor, na 
. Me much out of Reſpect or Honour, as to obſerr: 

Princes, Motions, and the reſt he retain'd for the Defenc 

the City, which he ſecur'd with new Fortificai 

and behav'd himſelf as one who expected to be 

fieg'd by his Enemies, and not viſited by his Friz 

Thoſe he had ſent out to attend the Emperor ( 

rade, carry'd with them that Spirit he had inſt 

into em; for they omitted no Opportunity of 

commoding the Germans in their March, ſo that 

quent Differences aroſe between em, which d 

ended in Blows, and Blood was drawn on both 

The Emperor had commanded em to diſpoſe thi 

ſelves in Ambuſcades on both ſides of the Army 

their March, and to kill, as they did without 

cy, ſuch as ſtraggled never ſo little from the 

of the Army, which for that Reaſon, not being 

to march at any Compaſs, ſuffer'd 'extreamly 

want of Proviſions; and when the Greeks, by 

Emperor's Permiſſion, ſold any to the necelli 

Germans, they firſt mingled! Quick- lime among 
Flower, which was to make Bread for the Sol 

who being extream hungry had not time to dilet 

the cruel Cheat, by which means a ſtrange Mol 

ty rag'd among em. But this was not all; 

Gates of all the Towns in their Paſſage were bf 
Emperor's Order ſhut againſt em, and when 

went to buy their Victuals from the Inhabitants Þ 
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Walls, they were firſt oblig'd to ſend their Mo- 
up in Baskets let down for that purpoſe, which 
n the creachetous Villains had. receiv'd, they re- 
d only Derifion inſtead of Commodities in Ex- 
nge for their Silver. In a Word, there was no 
any omitted, which either the Emperor himſelf 
not act againſt em, or committed to the Con- 
of others; that thereby their Poſterity might 
erer hereafter be deterr'd from invading the Ter- 
ies of the Empire. | 
nd that nothing might be wanting to compleat 
Ruin of an Army, which otherwiſe might ea- 
have triumph'd over all the Eaſt; Manuel, fo 
25 he underſtood what Preparations were ma- 
for this ſecond Cruſade, ſecretly acquainted 
, the Nephew of. Solyman, Sultan of Iconium, 
it, and preſs'd him vigorouſly to take up Arms 
pſt this Army of the Cruſades which he was 
to have upon his Hands; whereupon the Sul- 
mmediacely ſent to all the Princes of his Nati- 
join in Defence of their common Intereſt a- 


* It the Chriſtians, and before one could well 
chi it poſſible, had a moſt formidable Army rais'd, 


ent to his Aſſiſtance. | | 
theſe Artifices Manuel effected the Ruin of 
my, which might otherwiſe have been in- 
ble, whereby he has render'd his Name odi- 
0 all Poſterity ; and was in ſome meafure 
d by a War which about that time broke out 


nities of annoying the Emperor. 8 
the Advantage of ſome Diſcontents among 


and then coaſting along without Control, he 
Corinth, Thebes, and moſt of the principal 
uin Bæotia, which he plunder'd, and dividing” 
. * 2 part 


/ 


ahabitants of Corcyra, who thought themſelves 
Sd by too heavy ExaQions, he firft ſeiz'd on 
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: 
1 


en him and Roger, King of Sicily. That Prince, „in lr; 
ting the hereditary Averſion his Family had with Ro- 
ad againſt that of Manuel, omitted no Op- ger Xing 
Wherefore I Sicily. 
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part of the Spoil among his Soldiers, return'd ly 
home with the reſt. 5 5 

Manuel was at once afflicted and provok'd at the 
Proceedings, and breathing nothing but Rereg 
declar'd War againſt the Sicilians. Accordingly! 
collected all the Standing Forces of the ER 
into one Body, raisd new Levies both of Hg 
and Foot, mann'd out a formidable Fleet, ini 
the Venetians into his Aſſiſtance, and declar 5 
phen and Axuchus Generals in chief againſt 
ger : tho' he follow'd ſhortly after in Perſon, kn 
ing how much his Preſence would animate the 
diers, and began the War with the Siege of Ci 
or Corfu, the chief Town in the Iſland fo nan 
Here obſerving the ſtrong Situation of the Pl 
that it was ſecured with ſtrong Walls, and d 
Walls defended with convenient Towers, he 
enrag'd at the Treachery of his Men, who ſul 
it to fall with ſo much Eaſe into the Hands of 
ger. At firſt he ſummon'd the Garriſon to ſurten 
who anſwering him no otherwiſe than with dt 
ers of Arrows from the Walls, he gave Orders 
an Aſſault, which was puſh'd on with great In 
ry by the Romans, till having loſt great Numbe 
their Men, and Stephen their General among 
reſt, they were oblig'd to retire. Shortly after 
Romans renew'd the Attack, in which the En 
ror loſt four hundred of the beſt Men in his An 
which Calamity was ſucceeded by another « 
more fatal Conſequence ; for tho' Manuel had 
the Beginning taken all neceſſary Precautions 
prevent any Miſunderſtanding between the K 
and his Auxiliary Venetians, yet there aroſe bet 
em an unhappy Quarrel, which beginning ink 
trivial Diſputes, ended at length in Blood; 
when Axuchus found the Venetians would nd 
brought to Reaſon by fair Means, he drew on 
Roman Guards againſt em, and drove em to 
Ships; whither when they were forc'd, 2 
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„and having burnt ſeveral of the Emperor's 
ps, they ſeiz'd on the Admiral, on board of which 


raments, and with a mock Solemnity ſaluted him 


dreading the Effects of a popular Cominotion, 
with a wonderful Diflimulation concealing his 
ntments for the preſent, he ſent ſome of their 


own Perſon, with Offers of an Accommo- 
on, and Promiſes of Forgiveneſs for what was 
, provided they would return 'to a Participa- 
of the War, and once more unite their Arms 


J. By this prudent Condeſcenſion a Pacifica- 
was effected, the Siege renew'd, and the Town 
ted both by Sea and Land; till the Beſieg'd, 
had made a vigorous Defence ſo long as they 
eir d any Hopes of Relief, but deſpairing now 
ers Aſſiſtance, ſurrenderd upon honourable 
ditions, and ſome of em entring into the Em- 
s Pay, among whom was Theodorus Capella- 
who had been their Governor, the reſt return'd 
Sicily, L ; 

e Emperor leaving a ſtrong Garriſon in the 
n, which he found now to be of ſo conſide- 
2 Conſequence, prepar'd to carry the War 
Sicily it ſelf, but was overtaken by a Storm, 
2 diſperſt his Fleet, ſunk ſeveral of his Ships, 
uiter'd himſelf and the Tranſports to eſcape 
great Difficulty to Aulon, from whence he 
d with ſome of the choiceſt Troops of his 
againſt the Servians, who _— their Ad- 
ge from the preſent Troubles, had infeſted 
ſeighbouring Provinces of the Empire, and 
Itted the Proſecution of the Sicilian War to 
2 the 


pghter on both Sides, they renewed the Fight by. 
/adorn'd a profligate Black with the Imperial 
peror, in Derifion of Manuel, who, as we ob- 


d before, was of a ſwarthy Complexion. Tho' 
Emperor was highly provok'd at this Indignity, 


on, who had the Honour to be employ'd near 


bis againſt him he call'd their common E- 


| 15 


Andtoni- 
cus' am- 
titious 
Deſigns. 
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Recruits for his Army; with which he marg 
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the Conduct of Michael Palæologus, who by 4 
Emperor's Order went to Venice, where be n 


into Calabria, by the Advice of Alexander, kl 
Kinſman, who having been diſoblig'd by the Kl 
revolted to the Romans, and perſuaded em to 
ſlate the War into his own Country, where he! 
quently defeated Rogers Forces, took fe 
Towns, and ſent great Numbers of Captives to 
Emperor; who in the mean time preſſing hard 
on the Servians, they ſummon'd the Hungarian 
their Aſſiſtance, and for ſome time made à tal 
ble Reſiftance ; but being at length overthr, 
Manuel carry'd the War into Hungary, where he 
ſeveral of their- Cities, and return'd with a g 
Booty 'to Conſtantinople : From whence he ſhortly 
ter made another Expvdirion againſt 'em, but y 
Submiſſion granted em a Peace; which however 
of no long Continuance, for they were accus{ 
favouring Andronicus Comnenus's Deſigns upon thel 
pire, whereupon the War commenc'd; and wa 
nag'd for a conſiderable time with various For 
on both ſides, _- | 

 Andronicus, of whom we ſhall” have. Occaſio 
ſay more hereafter, was Couſin. German to the 
peror, and being a Man of an haughty alpi 
Temper, had for a long time privately affected 
Empire; of which Manuel was ſufficiently fenl 
but having no plain Proofs againſt: him, he 
choſe narrowly to obſerve than openly to punilkl 
But being now juſtly provok'd at him for hi 
ctices with the Hungarians and other States, and 
cens d againſt him by. all his Relations, for his 
ſtuous Converſation with Eudocia, the Empl. K 
Niece, he committed him to cloſe Cuſtody; . 
by the Inconveniences of a ſevere Reſtraint to Ie 
his intractable Mind, and teach him his Duty. D. 
Andronicus's Obſtinacy was invincible ;- he was bis 
from learning the Leſſon his Calamities ought "%W:,; 
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4 iht him, that his whole Thoughts were bent upon 
blape, which would make him capable of de- 

ing himſelf more openly againſt the Emperor: 

d tho' he effected it ſhortly after, yet he was pres» 

ly taken again, and more ſeverely handled than 

ore ; till a fore d Submiſſion reconcil'd him for the 

ſent to the Emperor, tho' in the Iſſue he made it 

ear that he was of à Nature not to be oblig'd, as 

be ſhown in its proper Place. 4 <7 

n the mean time Manuel having by the Pope's In- A. D. 
ention, concluded a Peace with Roger, and in a 1162. 
at meaſure check d the unquiet Hungarians, took 4 Manuel ar 
preſs into the Eaſt; and marching through Armes Antioch. 
arriv'd at Antioch, where the Inhabitants receiv d 

Lopenly with much Reſpect, yet they beheld him 

h an unfriendly and jealous Eye. The Deſign of 
Expedition was rather to ſhow himſelf to the 

ern Provinces,than affect any thing material there; 

having continu'd ſome time at Antioch, where he 
entertain'd with Shows and Feſtivals, he return'd 
mtantinople ; but was aſſaulted by the Turks in his 

age, who kill'd ſeveral of his Men, and took part 

is Equipage. | 

King arriv'd at Conſtantinople, and angry at the late Hi Beha- 
amour of the Turks, he began to reflect on the % 70. 


ure of their Affairs in Aſia minor, where they ſtill —_— 1 


tain d their Dominion, tho' not ſo extenſive as ir 
deen formerly: For a War breaking out between 
ans Succeſſor, and Muſat, Sultan of Iconium, it 
d very much to the weakening of their Nation. 
happen'd in the Reign of the late Emperor, who 
ing the one againſt the other, was in the end 
nd by both. But Muſat in time getting the 
le Kingdom of the Turks into his Hands, at his 
divided it among his three Sons; to Cliſaſtblan 
deſt he bequeath'd Iconium, the Metropolis, with 
5 Dependances ; to Fagupaſan his Second, or ra- 
bis Son. in-Law, he gave Amaſia, Ancyra, with 
[ruitful Country of Cappadocia, and the 3 
3 Ser- 


% 
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formerly belonging to the Roman Empire, fel 


a memorable Victory over him; ſo that the Sd 


took to fly the Space of a Furlong by vertue of x 
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Territories; but the rich Cities of Cæſaria and 80 
he allotted ro Dadunes his Youngeſt. Theſe Bret 
being thus in Poſſeſſion of their Father's King 


quickly among themſelves; the Sultan of - Jay 
ſeeking the Deſtruction of Fagupaſan, who w 
fluenc'd by the ſame Thoughts againſt him. 

Emperor in the mean time late Mill as an idle Spe 
tor, wiſhing the Deſtruction of both, and pring 
incens'd the one againſt the other, tho' at length 
more openly favour'd Fagupaſan, who by vertu 
his Aſſiſtance overthrew his Brother, and obe 


grown weary of the Quarrel, not only courted 
Emperor's Favour by his Ambaſſadors, but 
in Perſon to Conſtantinople, where he was hond 
bly receiv'd, and treated with all the Magnifice 
imaginable. 1. 
Among other Entertainments contriv'd for the Wns 
tual Diverſion of the two Princes, a buſie Turk un 


cial Wings, and to take his Flight from the Toi 
the Tower which ſtood in the Hypodrome. The wi 
World were ſurpriz d and intent upon ſo deſperat 
Undertaking, the Emperor himſelf diſſuading Writ 
from it, and the Sultan doubtful of the Event. ere 
Time appointed being come, the Undertaker app in 
on the Turret, having 2 large white Garment 
gather'd into many Foldings for the better Recef 
of the Wind; and having for ſome time ſuſpende 
Expectation of the Beholders, who. derided him, 
provok'd' him at length to perform what he he 
unadviſedly promis'd, he hover'd a while wi 
Arms, as Birds do with their Wings, the ben 
gather the Wind, and committed himſelf will 
vain Hopes to the Air; but inſtead of mountinF'* ( 
he had promis'd, like Icarzs of old, he tumbled" 
long down with ſuch a Force that he broke his! 
his Arms, and Legs, with almoſt every Bone! 
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, to the great Satisfaction of the Citizens, who 
end an inhoſpitable Freedom jeer'd the Turks when 
er they met em, for this extravagant Attempt of 


ir Country- man; till che Emperor, who obſerv'd 
Sultan to be inwardly diſpleas d at their Inſolence, 
mmanded a Stop to be put to it. 
After this, the Emperor, who was willing to make 
Sultan Witneſs of his prodigious Wealth, ſhow'd 
his Treaſury, and gratify'd him with ſo many 
yal Preſents, that the Turks pretended he knew not 
ich to admire moſt, the abundant Riches or mag- 
cent Liberality of the Emperor. In Token of 
ankfulneſs he embrac'd Manuel, call'd him Father, 
| promis'd at his Return to drive Dadunes out of 
tia, and reſtore it to the Emperor. Part of this 
"miſe he carefully obſerv'd, for being return'd to 
um he rais'd an Army with which he drove Da- 
2 out of Sebaſtia, and having ſeiz'd on the Domi- 
dns of Fagupaſan, who dy'd at the Beginning of the 
Ir, and by that means render'd himſelf Maſter of 
the Turks held in Aſia minor, he forgot all former 
Wurtelies; and ſeeing himſelf at the Head of a power- 
Empire, he invaded Manuels Territories, from 
om he took Laodicea in Phrygia, with the adjacent 
ricories, plundering and deſtroying all that lay 
ore him, killing the moſt reſolute, and leading the 
into Captivity. 
mel, who thought at firſt he had oblig'd a 
end, found now on the contrary that he had arm'd 
Enemy againſt bim; wherefore, to repreſs the 
rages of the perfidious Turks, he pals'd with a 
erful Army over into Afa, where finding the 
barians rov'd up and down at their Pleaſure, he 
phe fit to fortifie Dorylæu n, the better to reſtrain 
Ir Incurſions; and that his Soldiers might with 
te Chearfulneſs undertake the Work, he carry'd 
irſt Basket of Stones himſelf, which ſerv'd as an 


defended with ſtrong Walls and deep Ditches, 
T 4 maugre 
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Inple to the reſt, ſo that in a ſhort time the City 
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maugre all the Oppoſition of the Turks, who coli 
nually alarm'd the Romans, and endeavoue d tod 
'em from their Works. With the like Care and 
duſtry he fortify'd Subleum, another ſtrong Hold, 
having left ſufficient Garriſons in both, he return 
Conſtantinople. Theſe Garriſons very much gaul'dt 
Turks, notwithſtanding which. they continu'd d 
Hoſtilities“ and Incroachments upon the Bord 
This oblig'd the Emperor to expoſtulate with | 
Sultan, to remind him of the great Benefits he | 
receiv'd from him, and to reprove him for his 
gratitude. Theſe Complaints of the Emperor y 
anſwer'd by Complaints as earneſtly urg'd from 
Sultan, who vehemently upbraided Manuel for 
Unconſtancy, and Breach of Promiſe, but inſiſ 
on nothing ſo much as his fortifying thoſe Pla 
contrary, as he ſaid, to the League between em 

This Diſpoſition in the two Princes, and theirn 
tual Remonſtrances, were look'd upon as the Prely 
of an enſuing War ; for they were both Men 
Reſolution, impatient of Injuries, and revenge 
The Sultan was more cautious and  circumlpt 
managing all by his Lieutenants; the Emperor m 
fiery, open, and adventurous, being the fir 
reſtrain the Encroachments of his Neighbours, i 
fighting in Perſon at the Head of his Armies: ! 
now finding the Sultan was not to be oblig'd by 
means, he rais'd ſuch an Army, conſiſting of L 
and Scythians as well as of his own Subjects, asil 
intended not only to revenge the Affronts he 
receiv'd from the preſent Sultan, but to call i 
to an Account for all the Injuries his Pre 
ceſſors and the Roman Empire had ſuſtain'd it 
the whole Nation, which he prepar'd utterly to 
tirpate. 
Wich theſe Thoughts, and at the Head of bit 
merous Forces, the angry Emperor paſs'd over i 
Aſia, directing his Marches with much Care i 


CircumipeRion, for. fear of any ſudden Ae 
$24 | | Ile 
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the Barbarians, and drawing a Trench where. 
; he lodg'd his Army. The Turks in the mean 
ſhowing themſelves in ſmall Parties, and watch- 
their Advantages, inſulced ſometimes one Parc 
the Army, and ſometimes the other, deſtroying 
Forage, and infeting the Water, where-ever 
knew the Emperor was to paſs; which ex- 
ingly incommoded the Romans, who dy'd daily 
the Flux. 
the mean time the Sultan, having receiv'd a 
erful Aſſiſtance from the Perſians, thought fit, be- 
he had Recourſe to the Extremities of War, to 
he Emperor by his Ambaſſadors, who demanded 
ace of him, and that upon ſuch Terms as he 
elf ſhould think fit to grant. This made Manuel 
mmon a Council of War, in which they who 
che moſt experienc'd in the Wars advis d that the 
ns Offers ought to be embraced, that an ho- 
able Peace ought to be preferr'd to the Dangers 
Uncertainties of War, as conſiſting more with 
Emperor's own Honour, and the Safety of the 
ire, In this they were with great Vehemence 
xd by the young unskiful Courtiers, who ha- 
hardly ever heard the Sound of a Trumpet, but 
d on by a falſe ill- grounded Courage, declar'd 
| for the War; to whom the unfortunate Em- — 
t adher'd, and diſmiſs'd the Ambaſſadors with a ,, 
arrogant Anſwer: And when the Sultan once 
> courted: him to a Peace, he made no other 
y, but that he would come and let -him know his 
ze at Iconium. 
de dultan, perceiving the Emperor deaf to all Mo- 
of a Reconciliation, ſeiz d on the Straits of Zi- 
through which the Romans were to pals in their 
wal from Myriocephalon, an old ruinous Caſtle, 
of a Name ominous to the Romans, as it appear d 
wards. by the Event. The Entrance into theſe 
was by a long Valley, flank'd on each Side by 
Mountains and craggy Rocks, which at once 
: aftorded 
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clearing of the Paſſages, nor Safety of the Catm 


get a font 
che Loſs ꝗ tage of the Ground againſt em, they were! 
bis Army. grees hemm'd in on every ſide, and had not . 
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afforded a painful and amazing Paſſage to the 
veller. 

In an inauſpicious Hour the deſperate Em 
enter'd this Valley, having neither provided for 


but marching as through a plain and open Cow 
tho' he had been aſfur'd before that the Turk: 
ſrongly poſſeſs d both of the Straits and Moun 
in order to diſpute his Paſſage. So that the & 
were no ſooner enter'd, but the Turks poured de 
Showers of Arrows upon 'em from the Mount 
and broken Cliffs, which did the Execution 
deſired. However they of the Van- guard c 
themſelves into the Form of a Wedge, and h 
join'd their Targets in the manner of a Pent- 
cloſe over their Heads, by degrees drove the 
out of thoſe Straits, and forc'd 'em farther up 
the Mountains ; and having recover'd the Top 
Hill they there encamp'd themſelves, waiting fot 
reſt to join 'em. 

In this manner the whole Army might prot 
have paſs'd, had they not been encumber'd by 
Carriages, which lengthen'd their March, and 
the Turks time to fall like a Torrent upon em 
the Mountains, which put em into the greatelt( 
fuſion ; for being continually preſs'd by the gro 
Multitudes of their Enemies, who had the Al 


left either to retreat or advance, but fell a 
fice to the Emperor's Indiſcretion, and the 
of the Barbarians. The Slaughter was o | 
that the Vallies were in a manner crammd 
dead Bodies, and the Rivers overflow'd with! 
Men and Beaſts, Chriſtians and Turks , the Vi 
and the Coward, lay together in promiſcuous bi 
for during the Action a violent Wind rais'd the 
of that deſart Country as into a thick Darkne 
that both Sides fought with an undiſtinguiſhing 
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ne Friend and Foe in that horrible Confuſion. 
Emperor, whoſe Courage was equal to his Fol- 
ſeeing the Day irrecoverably loſt, forc'd his 
, wich ſuch as had the Boldneſs to follow him, 
pugh the thickeft Ranks of his Enemies, and bore 
with him the viſible Marks of the Danger he 
eſcaped. Being thus diſingag'd, he mov'd di- 
ly towards the Vanguard of his Army, and ob- 
d ſometimes as he paſs'd along ſome of his own 
ects and moſt intimate Friends beſet and over- 


ſay and relieve em; at others he was forc'd to 
over the Bodies of his neareſt Relations, either 
dor dying, who with a dumb Horror ſeverely 
oach'd him for his fatal Indiſcretion. However 
length, with much Difficulty, he eſcap'd to the 
cd Legions ; Where wounded, weary, and 
iy to faint for Thirſt, he commanded Water to 
rought him from a neighbouring Stream, which 
n he had taſted, and perceiving it to be infect- 


ed of Chriſtian Blood; to which a mutinous Sol- 
, who overheard him, inſtantly reply'd , This is 
the firſt Time, O Emperor, thou baſt drunk the Blood 
briſtians, but didſt even then drink of it to an In- 


ſs and devour thy needy Subjects. Tho' this re- 
ichful Speech imbitter'd the Senſe of his pre- 
Calamities, yet knowing how juſtly he had 
d it, he paſs'd it by in Silence, as if he had 
heard it. 
iortly aſter this, Andronicus Contoſtepbanus, and 
other Officers as had commanded in the Rear, 
elcap'd the Fury of the Turks, came up to the 
deror; and he had now time to reflect on the 
ly Brave Men he had loſt, and the Danger he 
in. Among the ſlain were reckon'd Baldwin the 
ferors ſecond Wife Matilda's Brother, and Ma- 
* own Nephew Angrenicas Bataza 5; who march- 
| ing 


he 
cnel 


+ 


erd by the prevailing Turks, without being able 


ation, when firſt by thy cruel Exact ions then didſt 
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with a deep Sigh he ſaid, How unfortunately have 
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ing with an Army out of Paphlagonia and Hy; 
Pontica againſt the Turks in Amaſia, was interceg 
by the way, and ſlain. The Miſeries of the! 
were more than equall'd by the Horrors of the 
ſuing Night: The Chriſtians were in a foreipn 
ſtile Country, encompals'd by their Enemies on 
fides, who alarm'd every Quarter of their C; P 
threatning, wich an inſolent Barbarity, to defi 
'em all at che Return of Day; whereupon they 
gan, whilſt living, to number themſelves am 
their dead Companions. No one drew a de 
Draught of this forrowful Cup than the Emye 
who being himſelf the Occaſion of all theſe 
mities, had a double Portion : Having called 
Chief Officers together, after ſome Deliberation 
told em, be was reſoly'd to fly and ſecure himſel. , 
advisd em to ſhift for themſelves in the beſt manu WM 
could. Which infamous Reſolution being by chil 
overheard by the Soldier before mention d, ill © 
ſtood then at the Tent Door, he ask'd him ifi;* 
reproachful manner, If it was not he who had hi 
into thoſe Dangers, and to ſuch invincible Neceſi T 
Had they more reaſon to complain of the Barbariaw of 
bim, who had brought em into that Vale of Miſeriol.. 
Mouth of Hell; and would be now betroy em by 
ful Flight, and leave em as Sheep deſignd ful 
Slaughter ? The Emperor was touch'd to the ib 
with this ſevere Reprehenſion, and therefor: WW | 
ing aſide all Thoughts but of Fighting, he rel 


to expect the worſt; tho' his Enemies one C 
ſide were ready to devour him; Help he ſaw Mh 
at hand, and nothing remain'd but Death and 


ſpair. 5 . 
Whilſt Manuel labour'd under theſe Agonie, WF : 


Ant une x- f | 
ehe De. Vine Providence touch'd the Sultan's Heart will. . 
lve/ance. unwonted Tenderneſs and Pity to diſtreſs'd M die 


ſty. He, having recall'd the Turks, who by Meg 
of Day began to aſfault the Camp, preſent 
Emperor, by the Hands of Gabras, a Man of 1 

1 


— 


ap. IV. XCIS. Manuel n 


hority next himſelf, with a Horſe richly capa- 


e, and a Sword of an ineſtimable Value. Theſe 
ats were attended with Propoſals for a Peace 
ach Terms as the Emperor, in that Exigen- 
© 


of his Affairs, could not reject. Whilſt Gabres 
in an eloquent Speech, at once comforting the 
peror for his preſent Misfortunes, and recom- 
xding to him the Study of Peace, he obſerv'd a 
yellow Robe which the Emperor wore over his 
or, and concluded with telling him that Colour 
not proper for a Soldier, but was ominous and 
tended il! Luck; at which the Emperor with a 
ile gave it him, and receiving the Preſents ſent 
from the Sultan, ſign'd the Peace: Which being 
concluded beyond all Mens Expectations, Ma- 
prepar'd to march home, defiring to return ano- 
r Way than that by which he came, on purpoſe 
woid offending his Eyes with the Sight of thoſe 
had loſt in the Straits; but his Guides, either 
ugh Deſign or Neceſſity, conducted him back 
ame Way, where he could not but behold the 
entable Effects of his late Overthrow : The Straits 
e fill'd up, the Vallies raisd into Hills, and the 
eſts lay cover'd with the Carcaſſes of the Slain: 
ry Man, as he paſt by, call'd with a doleful Voice 
n his Friends and Acquaintance, whom he had 
and they were all ſo touch'd with that inex- 
ible Scenes of Woe, that they once more ſeem'd 


epeat thoſe Dangers they had lately with ſo much 
culty eſcap'd. 


 appear'd again in their Rear; for the Sultan, 


dick and Wounded, who could not keep up with 
teſt. After many Inconveniences, the Emperor 


buted 
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de ſurrounded by the mercileſs Turks, and again 


aving at length paſs'd thoſe doleful Straits, the- 
ning that he had ſuffer d the Prey to eſcape: 


of his Hands, gave leave to ſuch as would to 
ſue em, who flew many of em, eſpecially of 


nducted the Army to Chonas, where he diſtri- 
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buted Money among thoſe that were wounded 
having diſcharg'd em proceeded forward to Phil 
phia, where he ſtaid ſome time to refreſh hin 
and attend the Cure of his Wounds. 

Among other Conditions of the Peace, which 
Emperor had oblig'd himſelf to obſerve, One 
That the Fortifications of Dory/2um and Si 
ſhould be raz'd : This the Emperor, being noy 
of Danger, and conſidering the great Impory 
of thoſe two Places, was very unwilling to 
form ; however he did it by halves, diſmantling 
leum, but continuing Dorylæum in the ſame Ci 
tion it was in before the Wars; and when the 8 
exhorted him by his Ambaſſadors to a better C 
vance of the Treaty, he anſwer'd, That what hal 
extorted from him during his Neceſſities could be 
Force, and therefore refus'd a Compliance: At u 
the Sultan was ſo enrag'd, that he ſent Artapuc 
the Head of twenty four thouſand of his belt 
diers, to waſte and deſtroy all the Provinces 
Cities without Diſtinction down to the Sea 
ſtrictly commanding him, as a Proof of his Ol 
ence, to bring him ſome of the Sea Water, an( 
and ſome of the Sand. Theſe Orders were exe 
with ſo much Reſolution, that Atapachus imn 
ately laid all Phrygia waſte, ſparing neither 
Woman, nor Child ; but as he was returning 
a prodigious Booty, he was met in his Paſſage 
the River Meander by ſome of the Emperor's 
ces, who had been poſted there for that pun 
and who cut him off together with his whole 
my, and recoverd the Prey. The Turks we 
diſpirited by this Overthrow , that they grev 


arrogant for the future, tho' they never ob T 
any Peace, but watch'd all Opportunities fafWon 
larging their Dominions. nd 

Manuel having thus in ſome meaſure ſecur'd hid: 
and the Empire from the Turks, was too jealow t: 
active to enjoy long the Tranquility his late DHR 
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purchas d. Frederick the Firſt, ſurnam'd Barba- 
was at that time Emperor of Germany, who ha- 
pacify d the Affairs of that Country, and made 
tates of Italy ſubmit to his Pleaſure, appear'd as 


ling Power of the Barbarians. Of this he had 


8, by which means there was ſcarce any thing 
aed even in the Conclave of which he had not 
count, By his Munificence he had brought over 
netians, Genoeſe, the Piſant, and the Inhabitants 
ona to his Intereſt; and of thoſe he made fre- 
uſe to embaraſs Frederick's Affairs. Frederick, 


lare himſelf openly againſt Manuel, but ſate 
before Ancona, of which he pretended to be the 
Win chief, and which he knew was particularly 
ad to the Eaſtern Emperor. The Siege laſted 
than was at firſt expected, and the Germans 
ic length forc'd to quit it, the Inhabitants un- 


mi ng with great Chearfulneſs all the Difficulties 
ing a Siege, to which they were encourag'd 
ng es Ambaſſadors, who continu'd all the while 


ige the Town. . 
rs Whave nothing elſe conſiderable of this Emperor 


pus Death, except that, of an ill Emperor, he, 
ole g latter End of his Reign, ſet up for a worſe Manuel 
wel; proceeding ſo far in the Heat of his Diſ- / Di 


rev as to defend even ſome of Mahomer's Abſur- 
obi This created great Diviſions in the Church, 
 foriMome adher'd to the Truth out of Conſcience 

ad others, blinded by their Intereſt, implicitly 
digg the Emperor: But Death ſhortly after put 
1008 to theſe Diſputes, which he manag'd with 
Dan Application. 


He 


gerous Rival to the diſtruſtful Manuel; who was 
le.that if any one Prince ſhould become abſolute 
e Weſt, he might eaſily inſult the Eaſtern Em- 
which had been ſo conſiderably weaken'd by the 


ware long before, and therefore maintain'd, at 
Expence, his Penſioners in moſt of the Italian 


as ſenſible of this Proceeding, knew not how 
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4 D. 
1180, the Month of September following, yet he could 


His Death, 
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He was taken ill in March, and tho he dy d no 


be prevail'd upon all that while to ſettle: the 
fairs of State, and appoint a Guardian to bi; 
who being young was uncapable of governing | 
ſelf. The Reaſon of this was, that confiding in 
, dicial Aſtrology, he affirm'd he had fourteen Y 
of Life till remaining, during which he was to 
the Pleaſure of obtaining new Miſtreſſes, and 
vering ſeveral Towns from the Barbarians. Butt 
ing at length the approach of Death, and that i 
irreſiſtible, he renounc'd his former Vanities, 
took the Habit of a Monk, the Sight of which: 
Tears from his Aſſiſtants, in Conſideration of 
Imbecility of Human Affairs. He did not long 
vive this Change, but dy'd in the thirty ſixth Ye 
his Reign, the twenty ninth of Frederick: Barks 
the twenty ſixth of Henry the Second, King of 
land, A. D. 1180. | 

He was a Prince whoſe good and bad Qu: 
were ſo intermixt, that it was no eaſie thing to d 
mine which had the Predominance. The Begi 
of his Reign was ſo propitious, that he ſeem ( 
vedly to enjoy that Dignity, which had been con 
on him in Prejudice to the Right of his Elder 
ther. He was naturally brave, fearleſs, hardy, da 
and ready in the Execution of what he had und 
ken. Hedelighted very much in War, and yet 
little Care to encourage and reward Military 
eſpecially towards the latter End of his Reign, 
he had the greateſt need of em: And indeed hel: 
properly deſign'd for War, for in Times of Pext 
Prince was ever more diſſolute in all manner} 
bauchees, which threw him upon Extravagance 
oblig'd him to oppreſs his Subjects with illegal I 
and moſt ſcandalous Impoſitions. He was rem 
for his Cruelty, which proceeded from his grell 
louſie and Superſtition. The moſt execrable of 
Qualities was his Perfidiouſneſs, which maWec;;: 


ap. IV. C. Alexius II. 


Name eternally infamous to the whole Earth. 


had the Name of Emperor, but the Authority 
q in his Mother, and ſuch of his Father's Relati- 
ps ſhe thought fit to truſt; who govern'd the Em- 


ot of the Sun; the young Prince in the mean 


e to diſcern what would contribute moſt to the 
pur and Reputation of the Empire, or what would 
2 moſt prejudicial to it: Whilft they, who ma- 
the Affairs, ſtudy'd nothing leſs than the Care 
Education, and follow'd every one his private 
ſt and particular Inclinations. Some, who were 
with the Beauty of the young Emprels, for. 
ſhe was worthily celebrated, made their Court- 
her, and ſpent their Time in Gallantries, and 
Wu Amuſements; others enrich'd themſelves out 
publick Treaſury; and a third fort, who were 
it dangerous, had greater Things in View, aim« 
nothing leſs than the Empire it ſelf. 
it the Court was thus taken up, and no Re- 
as had to the publick Affairs, the Turks with- 
y Refiſtance invaded the Frontiers, and took 
is, with ſeveral other Towns in Pbrygia, and 
encroach'd upon the Provinces of the Em- 
this rais'd in the People a general Dillike to 
lent Government, and prepar'd 'em for any 
tion. 
ng thoſe who endeavour'd to gain the Affecti- 
the Empreſs, no one ſucceeded fo well as A- 
t that time Preſident of the Council, and near- 
ed to the Emperor, with whom he was thought 
ore familiar than conſiſted with her Honour, 
by her Aſſiſtance he hop'd to be advanc'd to 
rial Dignity, which was judg'd no difficult 
U matter 


nit the blackeſt and moſt horrid Crimes upon oc- 
n of the ſecond Cruſade, and thereby render d 


no better than Phaeton is ſaid to have guided the 
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nec] being dead, he was ſucceeded by his Son A- Alexius 
;Comnenus, à Child of about twelve Years of Age, 


Tre ill 
Manage» 


ment of the 


Miniſtry 


being ſuffer'd to indulge himſelf in his Pleaſures, proves che 


Ruin of 


rhe young 
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ready, was quickly inform'd of theſe different 
ctions, and divided Intereſts at Court; having a] 
time affected the Purple, he was too ſagacious n 


matter to be effected in that Conjuncture. 


popular Behaviour. That which Manuel had 


forc'd him to take to himſelf and his Son 4 


in high Terms of the anbounded Anthority of i 
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this the other Grandees of the Court were alam 
and highly reſented the great Authority of 4ly 
not out of any tender regard to the young Eny 
but a zealous Concern for their own Safety. 
Andronicas, of whom mention has been made 


think this the ficteſt Time to attempt the obtai 
it. He was a Man of a haughty turbulent 9 
and for that reaſon had liv'd either as a Prifong 
an Exile, during the greateſt Part of the late Re 
reſiding at preſent at Oenæum, whither he had | 
confin'd for ſome new Attempts, by the late 
peror. He was a Man of great Addreſs, and 
—_— recommended himſelf to the Commot 
and ſome alſo among the Nobility, by his inſinu 


ſign'd to curb and reſtrain him, he now made 
of as a Step to aſcend the Imperial Throne; 
was one Clauſe, among many other Things i 
Oath of Obedience, which the late Emperor 


whereby he was oblig'd to diſcover whatent 
knew at any time contriv'd or attempted that u 
judicial to the Honour and Safety of their Pc 


and with the utmoſt of his Power to oppoſe ith 4 
Obedience to this Oath, as was pretended, be t! 
Letters full of Reſpect to the young Emperotgife ( 
Ebeodoſius the Patriarch, in which having prof 
profound Veneration for the Memory of the lathe 

peror, and an implicit Love and Obedience tobt 
ſon and Authority of the young Prince, he com ſp 


dent, and hu ſcandalous Familiarity with the 
ſo notorius, as he ſaid, to tbe whole World, Til 
could not be ſuffer d without a Violation of the 1 
Dignity, which he was beund by Oath te offert 10 


ap V. C. Alexius ll. 3 


if, and to die rather than ſee the young Emperor in ſo 

ion 4 manner inſulted, Theſe Letters had their 

fired Effect: Andronicus was conſider'd as a Man of 

rear Experience, and the only Perſon fic to reform 

e Abuſes of State. Being inform'd by his Emiſſa- 

; at Court of the Peoples Diſpoſition towards him, 

> lefe Oeneum, and mov d towards Conſtantinople ; de- Androni- 

zing, where-ever he came, That he was marching u eee 

Obedience to the Oath made to the late Emperor, _ | 

ito redeem Alexius out of the Hands of his Ene- tinople. 

es, who like ſenſual Brutes fed upon the Fat of the | 

nd. In this manner he came as far as Papblagonia, 

ng receiv'd by the People as their Deliverer and 

fender; for he had a Tongue ſo fluent, that he was 

ue Wc co convince the moſt obſt inate, and ſoften the 

nd NVbarian: His Words were attended with Tears, 

aon ich flow'd as it were from two Fountains, and com- 

inn erated the deplorable Condition of his Coun- 

half chat call'd aloud for his Aſſiſtance. The Numbers | 

ade choſe Country People, that were by theſe Artifi- | 

e: WMicawn over to him in his March, were incredible, it 

at no one dare to oppoſe him till he came into A 

rot, where Jobn Ducas, Governor of Nice, ſhut 

| Gates againſt him, as an Enemy of the State: 

tete ſame Treatment he met with at Nicomedia ; is 
ithſtanding which he continu'd his March, and i} 

ng, near a Caſtle call'd Charace, defeated Andro- * | 
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Angelus, whom the Preſident had ſent out a- 

ſt him, he proceeded forward, encamp'd a little 

e * <ha almoſt oppoſite, and in ſight of Con- 

inoyle. EE | 

he Cirizens were by this generally prepar'd for his 

ption, courting him by Letters, and urging him 

[peedy in the Execution of his juſt and honoura- 

eſigns; for the Preſident had ſo provok'd 'em by | 

yrannical Proceedings, his Arbitrary Exactions, 

ruel Oppreſſions, that he was univerſally deteſt- 

them ; particularly Mary, the young Emperor's | 

by the Mother's fide, who was highly offended | 
| 


< to 
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to ſee the vaſt Treaſure, which her Royal Proge 
tors had been ſo long hoarding up, and the Empire 
ſelf become a Prey to the Ambition of one Man, x 
the Luſt of a Woman, to whom ſhe had always 
preſs'd an irreconcileable Averſion, ſtirr'd up the p- 

A Sediton ple againſt 'em, and raisd a Sedition, which oc 
| #n#heCi). on'd the ſpilling of much Blood, and was with pry 
Difficulty appeas d. The Preſident perceiving h 
unable he was to contend with Andronicus by La 
had in the mean time mann'd out the Imperial Fle 


which was committed to the Conduct of Comoſu d 
nus, who claim'd it as his Right, and was order 
prevent Andronicus his Paſſage over the Boſphoru: ; Wc 


he, watching his Opportunity, revolted with 
whole Fleet, which, being the greateſt Stroke, det 

min'd the Fortune of the War, and ſecur'd to Au 
| cus all his Pretences. For now Alexius had no lon 
any Authority in the City, where the Citizens re 
him to his Face, and with repeated Acclamartions 
clar'd for Andronicus, the Guardian of the young i 
peror, and Genius of the State. In the mean t! 
John and Manuel, Andronicus his two Sons, whom 
Preſident had thrown into Priſon, were ſet at Li 
ty, and the Preſident himſelf, with thoſe of his 
ction, were clapp'd under a ſtrong Guard 'tillthe 
rival of Andronicus, who was impatiently exped 
Alexius himſelf, who but lately was attended byt 
ſands, whom he could command with a Nod, 
who was Emperor in every thing but the Name, 
in a few Days after ſeated on a ſcurvy Jade, 
with a Rag plac'd on the Top of a Reed in mil 
of an Enſign, carry'd before him, attended witb 
Scoffs and Execrations of the People, conduded 
the Sea-ſide, and there thrown into a. little! 
which tranſported him to Andronicus, who having 
ſulted him himſelf, and expos'd him to the k 
Reprehenſions of the Nobility about him, ſhort 
ter order d his Eyes to be pluck'd out. | 
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by this time all things having been manag'd and Androni- 
led in the City, according to the Pleaſure of Au- , 
icus, he paſs'd over, and was conducted into the * 
y, attended with the Shouts and Acclamations of 
people. The Emperor lay at that time with his 
ther at a Royal Seat in the Country, which was 
ne by Andronicus his Appointment, who, out of a 
ended Reſpect to his Prince, went to wait on him 
before he would be receiv'd into the City. Be- 
come into his Preſence he fell on the Ground, 
d his Feet, and waſh'd em with his Tears, which 
had ready at Command, as he had ſeveral Texts 
Scripture, which he properly apply'd to the pre- 
tpurpoſe. He ſaluted the Empreſs with a Cold- 
that ſufficiently expreſs'd the Averſion he had 
her, | 
wing ſtaid ſome Days with the Emperor, he 

n march'd into the Imperial City, where, among 

er things, he went with a preteaded Devotion to 

the late Emperor Manuels Grave, where he wept 

erly, roaring, as it were, with excefs of Grief, 

the great Admiration of thoſe Spectators who 

e not acquainted with his great Talent of Diſſi- 

ation, and who therefore imputed it to the great 

e he had for him, who had been his cruel Per- 

tor. When one of his Relations would have 

d him from the Tomb, telling him he had in- 

pd his Sorrows enough, he refus'd to be remov'd, 

ing that he had ſomething in ſecret to ſay to 

Dead. And accordingly, with his Hands lifted 

and his Eyes fix'd faſt on. the Tomb in the Po- 

e of a Suppliant, he mov'd his Lips, and faid 
W:thing ſecretly, the Purport of which no Man 

tell, Some ſaid it was a Charm or Incantation, 

rs, who were better acquainted with Androni- 

made a Speech for him, which they knew was 

e agreeable to his Temper, and which they com- 

Ld in Words like theſe. I have thee now faſt, Nicer. 


miſt cruel Perſecutor, by whom I have been ſo often b. 66. Pa. 
n 3 driven "' Edit. 
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venge my ſelf upon thy Family, and, like a Lion piſt 
- of b Prey, will ſatiate my ſelf-with Blood, when on 


His cruel ſelf to the Management of the State, and recall! 


Behaviour. 
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driven to the laſt Extremity, an Outcaſt,' and Wand 
upon the Face of the Earth. But now art thou confi 
the Limits of this narrow Tomb, and lock d faſt in 


Arms of Death, ſhalt ariſe no more till the lift f. 
Trump awake thee. Know thou that I will ſeverih 


ade maſter d this Imperial City. 
Having receiv d the Submiſſion of the Citizens, 
been acknowledg'd Protector of the Empire dul 
the Minority of the young Alexius, he apply'd h 


the Memory of that unhappy People the Days 
old, and the Proſcriptions of Marius, Sylla, and 
reſt, who, having trampled over the Liberties 
their Country, dy'd. their Swords in the Blood 
their Fellow Citizens. Many were murder'd, o 
depriv'd of Sight, and great Multitudes thrown 
to Priſon without any Cauſe aſſign'd, but the! 
of the Tyrant, which proceeded either from ſe 
old Grndge, or for that they were of the Nobil 
and wiſh d well co Alexius. His Ears were open 
all Accuſations, ſo that if any Man had concei 
Prejudice to bis Neighbour, his ready way to be 
veng'd was to accuſe him of ſome pretended Cn 
to Andronicys. In this Confuſion the Father {| 
not the Son, nor the Son the Father; the Bro 
labour'd for the Brother's Deſtruction, and it « 
happen'd that the Accuſer and Accuſed ſhar'd in 
common Fate. 

The firſt who taſted of his Cruelty was Mary 
Daughter of the late Emperor, who tho! ſhe hat 
p227'd the moſt zealous to promote the Revolul 
yet was ſhe poiſon'd by the Tyrant's means, and 
Husband is ſaid to have taſted of the ſame Cup, 
to have dy'd ſhortly after, The very Favour, 
Commendations of this Tyrant were fatal; for! 
whom he pretended moſt to eſteem to Day, wen 
to bleed to Morrow, ſo that they appear'd'nv1 


— 
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n Victims deck'd out for the Altar; as if Death it 
had not been ſufficient unleſs it was aggravated 

theſe Circumſtances. As yet the Empreſs was 
fer d to be near her Son, but when the Tyrant 
d polluted the Streets of Conſtantinople with his Mur- 
s and Maſſacres, then he began to reflect how 
ach ſhe had oppos d his Deſigns during the late 
ign; and tho there was no reaſon to think ſhe 
uld ever be capable of hurting him in this, yet he 
bold to deſtroy her. Accordingly he exclaim'd 
blickly againſt her, call'd her Traitreſs, and a de- 
rd Enemy to the Emperor and the State, threaten- 
g once more to depart if ſhe were not remov'd from 
r Son's Preſence. 7 
Tho' he would have done any thing ſooner than 
it, yet the unthinking Mulritude, who were till 
led by a wonderful Opinion of him, flock'd in 
at Numbers to the Patriarch's Houſe, and threa- 
d to Mutiny if Andronicus was not oblig'd in that 
int, Whereupon a Council was ſummon'd, con- 
ing of ſuch as, for the moſt part, were too com- 
ant to oppoſe the Tyrant's Pleaſure. In this 
uncil ſhe was charg'd of Treaſon, as that ſhe by 
ters ſhould invite Bela, King of Hungary, her 
ther-in-Law, to invade the Empire. And that 
Council might know before hand what they 
re to do, Leo Monaſteriotes, Demetrius, Tornicius, and 
fantinusPetrenus,who among others were ſummon'd 
iſt in it, were ſeiz'd by Order of Andronicus, and 
dy eſcap'd the Fury of the Mob, for deſiring to 
Ww Whether that Council was call'd by the Emperor s 
ſent and Approbation? The unhappy Empreſs was 
nag d guilty of the Matters alleg'd againſt her; 
ſhe, who not long before was one of the greateſt 
nces of the Eaſt, and receiv'd a double Obedience 
m her Subjects, on account of her irreſiſtible Charms 
Imperial Power, was now reduc'd to the utmoſt 
e ery and Deſpair, deſerted by her Friends, and 
Nad even of her Keepers. In this Condition ſhe 
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1 
Y. 


296 


The Em- 
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 dronicus'; 
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lay not long, for Andronicus, to compleat his Villa 
commanded her ſhortly after to be ſtrangled, x 
committed the Execution of it to Prerigionites t 
Eunuch, who was already ſtain'd with the Blood 
Mary, and her Husband Manuel; Andronicus his o 
Son, and Georgius Auguſtus, having firſt refus'd for 
grateful an Office. 52 

All this while the Tyrant expreſs'd the tenden 
Love to the young Emperor, whom he took care 
have ſolemnly crown'd by the Patriarch, he aflifti 
in Perſon with Tears in his Eyes, the Witneſſes off 
inward Joy, as he would have it thought, upon d 
Occaſion ; which made thoſe that obſerv'd him, 
were not yet acquainted with his bloody Hypocri 
to think the young Prince exceeding happy in ſo fait 
ful and loyal a Protector and Counſellor : But bat 
by this time got both the Emperor and Empire 
his Power, and remov'd all thoſe whom he judg 
verſe to his Deſigns, he began more openly to decli 
himſelf. In a Council conſiſting chiefly of his o 
Favourites, he enlarg'd upon the preſent Danger 
the Empire, threaten'd at once with inteſtine Divili 
and foreign Invaſions, and requir'd their ſpeedy ! 
vice in ſo great an Exigency ; they watching ü 
Cue, affirm'd the Empire would be irrecoverably a": 
unleſs he was aſſociated to Alexius, and by his gr 
Wiſdom and Experience divert the Storm, or tei 
the State to weather it ; afrer which with one V0 
they cry'd out, Long live Alexius and Andronic 
Roman Emperors ! Which Acclamation was taken 
others employ'd for that Purpoſe, and in a mona 
communicated through the whole City. The yol 
Emperor himſelf ſeeming outwardly glad of fo u 
thy a Companion, and congratulated him for bis! 
vancement ; Whilſt the crafty Tyrant affected 
Averſion to what he had ſo long coveted, and 
willingly ſuffer'd em to place him in the Iaps 


Sear, and adorn him with the Purple; and bei he 
as ic was cuſtomary, at his Coronation to partale . 
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Bleſſed Sacrament, having receiv'd the Bread, 

aken the Bleſſed Cup in his Hand, with a 

ntenance deyourly fram'd, and his Eyes caſt 

o Heaven, he ſolemnly ſwore by thoſe dreadful 

teries that he had taken upon him the Fellowſhip of 

Empire for no other End, but to affiſt Alexius, - bis 

bn, in the Government, and ſupport. his Autbority.' A 

aul Imprecation and proper Introduction to what 

d ſoon after, for after he had ſpent a few Days 

b feign'd Devotions, in the midſt of which he ſe- 

y reſolv'd upon the Death of Alexius, he ſum- 

id his Council, who had done fo many great 

v5 for him already, wherein the Inconveniency 

any Governours was diſcourſed of at large, and 

much a ſingle Dominion was conſiſtent with | 

afety of the State, and that the Age of an old 4 

e was more valuable than the Youth of a Lark, 

which ſeaſonable Preparation, they decreed that 

„ ſhould be dethron'd ; and as if that was not 

ent, he was ſhortly after condemn'd to die; 

habominable Sentence was accordingly executed 

ebanus Hagiochriſtophorites, and ſome others, who , 1... 

Ng the unhappy Prince's Chamber by N ight, with the ſame by 

Wny Regard had to his Dignity,” or Compaſſion hu 

Ws Youth and Innocency, cruelly ſtrangled him gin, 

a Bow-ſtring ; and Andronicus coming in ſhortly 

ſpurn'd the dead Body wich his Foot, branding 

lemory of his Father wich Perjury, and of his H 

er with Whoredom. 100 a | 

is was the unfortunate End of the young Empe- 

ius, who had not liv'd full fifteen Years, nor 

d three, before he was cropt, like a Flower in 1 

oom, by the. execrable Hands of Treaſon and 1 
ade, And now Andronicus being Emperor with- 1 

Rival, as he poſſeſs' d his Predeceſſor's Dignicy, If 

4 he reſolv'd co enjoy his intended Bride; for 

he was no leſs than threeſcore and ten Years of 


— 
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bei yer he thought himſelf a fit Match for Ann, | 
tale n King's Daughter, whom he marry'd, hy by 
. he 
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of his Oath made to Manuel and Alexius, he by n 
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ſhe was no more than eleven Years old, and hat 


fore been betroth'd to Alexius. 
Finding the People reproach'd him for the Br 


Dexterity, perſuaded the Biſhops to releaſe and ab 
him from it. For which preſumptuous Abfoly 
thoſe very Biſhops, who had thereby exceeded 
Commiſſion, were ſhortly after puniſh/d by 
nicus himſelf, who contemn'd em as Men forgeth 
their Duties and Calling. rv. 

After this he apply'd himſelf without Internif 
to the Eſtabliſhment of his Power, ſparing nei 
Age, Sex, or Condition, where he conceiv'd he 
reaſon to apprehend any Danger; ſo that every 
was diſtinguiſh'd by the Execution of ſome þ 
Man or other, and Murders were grown ſo com 
that they began to be unregarded. Some weg 
priv'd of their Sight, others hang'd, ſome poil 
and not a few burnt alive: But that which as 
vated theſe undeſerved Puniſhments was, th 
the while the mercileſs Tyrant would pretend tt 
ſorry for em, and with Tears in his Eyes feet 
blame the Severity of the Law, which would 
ſuffer him to ſhow Mercy to ſo many, bol 
thought brave Men. Nor did Andronicus rage 
againſt ſuch as were near him at Conſtantinopl, 
extended his Cruelty to the remoteſt Provine 
the Empire; ſo that all thoſe who were the le 
clinable to the Family of the Emperor Manuel, 
forc'd to fly as from an enraged Lion, or an irreh 
Torrent that bore down all before it. Iſaac Co 
Manuel's near Kinſman, took Refuge in Cyprus, 
he turn d Tyrant himſelf, and is ſaid as much to 
exceeded Andronicus in all manner of Barbaritk 
Andronicus out-did the reſt of Mankind. 
Cemnenus, Manuels own own Brother, fled into: 
where he perſuaded William, the King of that! 
to declare War againſt Andronicus. The King! 


at Dyrrachium took the City, and mangh'd from i 
Z | wil 
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ot meeting any to oppoſe him, through the 
t of Macedonia, having order'd his Fleet to at- 


him at Theſſalonica, whither he led his Army, and _— 
the City, rather through the Cowardice of the | f | 
| 


ernor, than the Courage of his own Troops. The Sicili. 5 
Outrages the Sicilians committed in that Place ans Creel 1 
unſpeakable, they not only thruſt the Inhabi- 

; out of their Habitations, and depriv'd em of nia. 

: moſt valuable Subſtance, but ſtripe em naked, i. 
ſing thoſe Parts to publick View which by Nature I; 
e deſign'd to be conceal d; and ſuffer'd em to * 
e in the Streets, whilſt they revell'd in their Þ 
ſes, devouring that in a Moment, which the par- 1 
nious Induſtry of many Years had been purcha- . 
After which they ſpoil'd all the Country round 


t, and threaten'd the Imperial City it ſelf. In this ; 
emity Andronicus ſent out ſome in whom he could , [4 
| confide againſt the Siciliant, who eaſily defeated bi 


pony Græcians, and grew more formidable 4 
ſo ineffectual an Oppoſition. This very much IK. 


end the Authority of Andronicus at home, where 1 

amber of the Malecontents encreas'd proporti- i 
uo: to the Succeſs his Enemies met with abroad, i 
nothrew him upon more deſperate Courſes, if poſſi- 


than any he had recurr'd to before: For now | 
roſcribed whole Families at once, and ſometimes f 
wn Favourites, who had hitherto been the Exe. 
ders of his Tyranny, were carry'd off in the 
ral Deſtruction, Among others appointed to the 
iter was Iſaac Angelus, a Man of great Nobility, 
was obnoxious upon no other Account but for 
wo firſt Letters of his Name, with which the 
Jus Tyrant was told his began who was to ſuc- 
him. Hagiochriſtopborites, Andronicus's chief Mi- 
% went with a ſufficient Force to apprehend him, 
[ace defending himſelf with much Valour ſlew 
lain with his own Hands, and eſcaped through 
midſt of the reſt, with his Sword-bloody, into 
eat Church, where he took Sanctuary. * | 
8 


4 


Ifaac An- 
gelus t al- 
ing Sanctu- 
ary is de- 
clar'd Em- 
peror. 


diſtruſtful Tyrant for his good Behaviour, as he 


Hirth, without any Thoughts as yer of fate 


A great Part of the People continu'd with J 
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he was follow'd not only by his Uncle John 
and his Son Jaac, who had been Sureties to 


been for theirs, but by Multitudes of People, 
flock d thĩither out of all Parts of the City, and file 
pity d Iſaac, whom they highly eſteem d for his 


vours towards him. Some there were, who reſo 
thither, not fo much to behold T/aac, as for their 
Security, apprehending the like Uſage from the 
placable Andronicus; theſe exclaim'd with great | 
dom againſt the Tyrant, and in artful pathet 
Speeches appeal'd to the People, om they adju 
ftay, and protect em from tbe Fury of a Monſter, that 
become the general Enemy of Mankind. 

The Hand of Divine Providence appear'd emi 
ly viſible upon this Occaſion ; for Andronicu: | 
pen'd to be abſent at that time from the City, 
his bloody Miniſters were too ſecure to appre 
any thing from the negleted Mob ; who being 
careſs'd by the Malecontents, and perceiving no 
offer'd any thing in Behalf of the Tyrant, or Di 
of the Tumult, they proceeded from pitying J. 
curſe Andronicus, every Man giving his Tong 
Liberty, which till then it durſt never have ext 


Night, the reſt retiring not ſo much for their Ref 
as to prepare their Fellow. Citizens, and create 
neral Diſlike in the Inhabitants to Andronicus. 
Early in the Morning Andronicus's Favoutite 
deavour'd to appeaſe the People, who were 
from liſtning to them, or Andronicus himſelf, w 
riv'd ſhortly after, that at a Signal given, as Me 
ſpir'd with one Spiric, they flock'd cogether int 
Temple of St. Sophia ; where having revil'd thok 
appear'd without Weapons in their Hands and de 
not with them, they broke open all the Priſons 
releas'd the Priſoners ; whereof ſome, who weal'*p 
of the Dregs of the People, but had been comes 


p, IV. Ci. Iſaacius | Angel us. 


| him, that they declar'd him a publick Enemy 
he State, and ſaluted Jae Emperor. | 


taken down by the Sexton, and preſented to 
. whoſe Averſion to it proceeded not from his 
tof Ambition, but his Fear of the Dangers that 
ded it from the Power of Andronicus: Which 
n his Uncle Ducas obſerv'd, he defir'd the People, 
his Nephew declin'd it, that they would beſtow 
him; but they in a tumultuary manner reply'd; 
would no more yield Obedience to an Old Bald Pate, 


ronicus ; whereupon Tſaac at length ſufter'd him- 


he Rabble to the Palace. 

the mean time Andronicus, who ſaw how far the 
of the Multitude was like to carry em, endea- 
dto appeaſe em by an Offer of a Reſignation to 
on Manuel ; with which when he obſerv'd *em to 


, reſigning all to Iſaac, who, by a wonderful 
ge of Fortune, was advanc'd from the Jaws of 
hto the higheſt of Worldly Honours. Being 
ſaluted Emperor in the Palace, with the repeated 
amations of the People, he ſent out ſome in 
m he had the greateſt Confidence to ſeize on 
mic, who had embark'd himſelf on board a 
with a Defign to fly into Tauro Scythia, but was 
al times forc'd back by foul Weather, the Sea, 
were, abhorring ſo monſtrous a Burden. Being 
repuls'd by the Weather, and purſu'd by Divine 
Kance, he was at length apprehended by thoſe 


mu 


\lnicus for ſome trivial Offence, or ill-grounded ' 
icion, ſo effectually animated the Multitude a- 


already ſuffer d too much from the hoary Hairs of 


to be Crown'd, after which he was conducted 


ore enrag'd than before, he diveſted himſelf of 
mperial Purple, and eſcap'd with his Wife Anm to Androni. 
iam, a Royal Palace on the Eaſt-fide of Pro. cus. ficr, 


who?“ 


a being thus advanc'd to the Throne by this Iſaseius 
gd promiſcuous Aſſembly, ' refus'd at firſt - the Angelus. 
vn, which having been worn by Conſtantine the A. P. 


x, hung for a Monument over the Altar, and was 1184. 


w_ 


and is aps» 
hended, 


— 


and after 


grit vou: 


Torment, u 


murder'd. nia d two Years, and done as much Miſchief 4 
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him in Irons, and preſented him to [/aac, as he 


the Heels, between two Pillars, where they {in 


who were ſent out in queſt after him, who H 
buſied in compoſing the Minds of the People, an 
forming the diſorder'd City. The Indigniti 
ſuffer'd from the incens'd Multitude were anf 
able to the Injuries wich which he had provokd 
ſome of em revil'd him and ſpit in his Face, a 
pluck'd him by the Noſe, and tore off his þ 
whilſt the Women, whoſe Husbands had beeng 
blinded or murder'd by him, were more -outra 
in their Reſentments. Having his Right Hand 
off, he was committed to Priſon, where after he 
lain a few Days without either Meat, Drink 
other Comfort, he was ſet on a ſcabbed Camel, hi 
one of his Eyes pluck'd out, and with his Face tos 
the Tail, was led as it were in Triumph througt 
Forum, his bald Head being all the while bare, 
was ſuch a miſerable SpeRacle as might have d 
Tears from Cruelty it ſelf ; but the relencleſs an 
cens'd Mob, forgetting the high Character he 
lately born, — ſome their Nails into his H 
others threw Filth in his Eace, ſome prick d li 
the Sides with Spits, others caſt Stones at him, 
all loaded him with their Reproaches and opp 
ous Language, no leſs bitter to him than the relt 
ſtriving among themſelves who ſhould do hin 
— Villany. In this ſhameful Manner the) 
duced him to the Theatre, and hang'd him 


him of all his Cloaths, cut off his Privicies, and 
mented him with Hooks and Harping- Irons fort 
Days together. All this he ſupported with an! 
cible Courage, ſometimes crying out, Lord hav 
cy upon me; at others, Why do you break a braiſed 
At length one, more merciful than the reſt, i 
his Sword in at. his Throat up to the Twill 
hung, and ſo diſpatch'd him. This was the mild 
End of this infamous Emperor, after he had 


Pw. on. Iſaacius Angelus: 
is predeceſſors in ſo ſhort a Space. He was a 
ce of a venerable Aſpect, well built, and of a 
chtul Countenance even in his old Age; for ha- 


g from the Beginning led an active abſtemious 
, he had enjoy'd an uninterrupted Series of 


cement to the Throne, and then but pnce by way 
revention, and that upon the earneſt Sollicitati- 
of his Phyſicians. He is ſaid once in the Circenſi- 
ames to have pointed to the two Pillars between 
ich he was hung, and have told Manuel, that be 
1 certain Roman Emperor would one Day, after 
ing ſuffer d the greateſt Indignities, be bung up there 
lis Rebellious Subjects; to which Manuel reply d, 
the Propbeſie, if it was one, did not in the leaſt re- 


| not Andronicus, faith the Greek Annaliſt, too 
habandon'd himſelf to Ambition and Cruelty, and 
uted the Purple with an Effuſion of Blood, he 
it have been eſteem'd one of the beſt of the Com- 
Race; for he was not quite deveſted of Huma- 
, but like the Centaure had a Human Counte- 
ce, tho' the Parts below were of the Brute. He 
Magniticent, and Charitable; he delighted much 
ublick Buildings, and, had he liv'd longer, would 
added much to the Beauty of the City. That 
ci the ſame Author relates concerning the Image 
Paul, which is ſaid to have wept before his 
th,becauſe he always expreſs'd a profound Reſpect 
he Writings of that Apoſtle, ſavours more of the 
kiſh Bigottry, than the Sincerity of an Hiſtorian. 

acius Angelus, being thus advanc'd to the Imperi- 
hrone, at firſt behav'd himſelf with much Leni- 
nd Moderation ; he recall'd all ſuch as had been 
ld by Andronicus, and reſtor'd em to their E- 
s, and reliey'd ſuch as were in Want out of the 


0 2 fruicful Spring after the Severities o 


lth ; he never took any Phyſick till after his Ad- 


ck Treaſury. This gain'd him the Good-will of 
is Subjects, who looking on this happy Change, 
a tedious 
Winter, 
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to bim, as it too manifeſtly appear'd afterwards, Nicet. p. 
227. , 
His Cha. 
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Winter, flock d from all Parts to Conſtantinople, t 
to behold a ſecond Moſes ar Zorobabel, 2 of 
themſelves in the Service againſt the Siciliam, 
during the Diſtractions of the late Times had 
pos d nothing leſs than the Subjection of the Impe 
City it ſelf, Fob», Andronicuss eldeſt Son, was a 
time abſent in the Provinces, where when the N 
of the late Revolution was arriv'd, the Soldiers ſ 
on the unfortunate Prince, and pluck'd out his H 
of which Cruelty he dy'd ſhortly after. Manu, 
Brother, was in like manner blinded ſhortly 
tho' he had been in no manner conſenting to his 
ther's Actions, of which no one was more ſenf 
than the Emperor 1ſaue himſelf. | 
Thac 4. All this while the Sicilianti, who had not as 
ea the heard of Andronicus's Fate, rov'd up and down at t 
Sicilians. Pleaſure, deſtroy ing all before em, when By 
the Imperial General, fell ſuddenly upon em, 
totally overthrew em. The Defeat was follow( 
the Surrender of ſuch Cities as had fallen into 
Enemy s Hands, and the Deſtruction of the wi 
Sicilian Army. Thoſe who had been diſpers( 
broad in Garriſons, or ſent out upon Parties, fel 
to the Hands of the Country People, who cut 
all off. Their Fleet, conſiſting of two hundreds 
met with no better Fortune, but in their Re 
home were either deſtroy'd by a Tempeſt, or 
weaken'd by Sickneſs, that they fell into the Et 
ror's Hands, whoſe Cruelty to his Priſoners ! 
much ſully'd the Honour of the Victory, which 
had obtain'd both by Sea and Land ; for he ful 
ſome thouſands to periſh in Priſon for want of Fu 
and when the King of Sicily upbraided him fot 
Want of Humanity, he contemn'd the Meſſage, 
ſeverely check'd thoſe who had the Tendernel 
relieve em, tho' with no other Suſtenance than 
Bread and Water. This Behaviour was more ſu 
to Jaac's Temper than his former Moderation 
Lenity, as ic afterwards appear'd, when his * 


N 


"Having put an End to the Sicilian War, and 
wehe a ſhameful Peace of the Turks, wholhad taken 


ap. ly. CI. Ilaacius Angelus. | 


erities made him compar'd to Andronicus himſelf. 


ey 
O- 
WA” 


eral Places of great Conſequence from the Empire 
the leſſer Alia, and being now a Widower, he 
pughe of marrying again, and made choice of 4 
eigner, the Daughter of Bela King of Hungary, 
o was not yet full ten Years of Age. The Nup- 
were celebrated by the parſimonious Emperor, 
0 was willing to ſpare his own Purſe, atthe Ex- 
ce of the Provincial Cities, which very much 
pblig'd the Inhabitants, and forc'd thoſe of Mount 
ms intoa Rebellion, and conſequently drew a 
at Charge upon the State. 4 
Il this while 1/aac Comnenus tyranniz d in Cyprus, 
was he to be reduc'd either by large Promiſes of 
ty Rewards made to him by the Emperor, nor 
Terror of the Forces he ſaw Iſaac arming-againſt 
, but exercis'd the moſt barbarous Cruelties over 
Inhabicants. The Emperor mann'd out a Fleet 
ting of ſeventy Sail, and choſe Fobn Contoſtepba- 
nd Alexius Comnenus for his Admirals; the firſt of 
u being old and infirm, and the other who - was 
mperor's near Kinſman, having loſt his Eyes by 
micus's Order, tho' otherwiſe a Man of Courage, 
of an Age fit for Action, they who wiſh'd well 
e State entertain'd melancholy Apprehenſions of 
ducceſs. The Fleet ſetting Sail was firſt horribly 
n by a Tempeſt, and at length, through the In- 7 
ton of the Commanders, loſt entirely to the Ene- 5 
tor Margarites; a notorious Pirate, watching his 
ortunity when all the Forces wete ordet d a- ſhore Hi: Ferces 
ut the Enemy, who ſeem d ready to give em — 
„ ſeiz d the Ships thus weaken'd- and diſarm d, — 
the Tyrant fell on the Soldiers that were lan- 
from whom all Poſſibility of a Retreat was cut 
nd obtain d an eaſie Conqueſt over em. 
s Misfortune encourag'd others who were not = 
affected to the Empire to declare themſelves a- Fo 
* gainſt || 
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The Myſi- 
an War. 


Prudence and Conduct, that had he not been 


quent Advantages over him; whereupon he wa 


' Branas Was one of the greateſt Captains of his 


was pardon'd upon his Submiſſion, and wasn 
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gainſt it, eſpecially the My/ians, whu having be 
oppreſs'd by the Emperor's unjuſt Exactions, flew, 
into an open Rebellion; and when they had recg 
a ſmall Defeat from the Imperialiſts, they drew 
Scythians into the Quarrel, and having rais'd a fon 
dable Army confiſting of both Nations, they reng 
their Hoſtilities, and exceedingly harraſs'd the] 
ders of the Empire. Iſaac, who was himſelf nan 
ly floathful and unactive, ſent out Fobn his U 
againſt em; and Jobn behav'd himſelf with ſo m 


call'd by the unworthy Emperor, who was pn 
jealous of thoſe that were more deſerving than 
ſelf, he had in all. probability made an End of 
War. Toba was fucceeded by another Joba, ſum 
Cautacuxenus, who having marry'd the Empe 
Siſter, had been declar'd Cæſar. He was a Man 
great Courage and Reſolution, but raſh and ine 
derate, and by his ill Conduct gave the Enemy 


call'd, and Branas Alexins appointed to ſucceed 


but Proud and Ambitious ; he had ſerv'd as Ge 
before in the Sicilian War, but at his Return aſpit 
the Imperial Dignity, for which notwithſtandig 


gain declar'd General againſt the 2y/ians. His 
ceſs in this War reviv'd in him his former Preten 


For having obtain'd ſome Advantages over the 1 
my, he return'd on a fudden with his moſt in a. 
Friends and neareſt Relations to Adrianople, thei 


of his Nativity, where he was declar'd Emperdt 
march'd inſtantly towards the Imperial City, pn 
ing upon the Negligence and Weakneſs. of the 
giſh Emperor, and the Valour and Experience 
Latins, who had efpous'd his Intereſt. Being 
vancd with his Army near the City, he att 
ſeveral Ways to get it into his Hands, but foul, 
difficult to get an Entrance into it, as twas ,, 


op. IV. CI. Iſaacius Angelus. 

: peror to drive him from before it. The Beſieg d 
yd out frequently upon their Enemies, who al- 
ys drove em back not without a conſiderable Loſs 
| their ſide ; ſo that the Uſurper finding it impoſ- 
le to obtain his Ends by Force, -thought it adviſa- 
to try what he could oblige em to by Famine, for 
the neighbouring Provinces, both on the 4ſcatick 
| European Side, having declar'd for him, he was a- 
to cut off all Supplies of Proviſions. | 

In the mean time the Emperor had Recourſe to 
thing but his Devotions, till he was rous'd by Cen- 
, the Marquis of Aonrferras, who having been a 
nſio ner to Manuel, the late Emperor, and done him 
nal Services in Italy, was now in great Eſteem at 
fantinople. This Man awaken'd the Emperor out 
his Religious Lethargy, and ſummon'd him to the 
charge of his Imperial Funaion. He collected 
his Forces into one Body, march'd out at the 
ad of em, and preſented Branas with Battel. The 
pute laſted on both Sides with a great Obſtina- 
for a conſidetable time, till in the end the Em- 
rs Forces prevail'd, and Branas and molt of his 
omplices were either flain or taken Priſoners. 
Uſe the Emperor made of this Victory ſhow'd 
unworthy of it, for he ſuffer d his Soldiers to 
der and deſtroy the Poſſeſſions of all fuch as 
revolted to the Uſurper, ſo that all the Build- 
in the Suburbs, and upon the Propontis, were 
Moment devoured by the Flames; and there 
no Villany which the licentious Soldiers did 
commit upon that Occaſion with the greateſt 
unity. | | | 

his Inſurrection being ſo happily quell'd, the 
ror look'd with a jealous Eye upon the mighty 


ror of Germany, Was making in the Welt, de- 
d by him for the Holy-Land, but ſuſpected by 


in, the Turkiſh Sultan pax had great Reaſon 
© jth to 


zoy 


* 


arations which the renown'd Frederick Barbaroſſa, Iſaac's B.- 
haviour te 
the Ger- 


unworthy Prince as directed chiefly againſt him. — NO 
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to be terrify'd at the Storm which ſo 
threaten'd him, had ſo artfully prepar'd Iſa, 
the Surrender of ſome Fugitive Traitors, and 
Promiſe of reſtoring Paleſtine to him, upon Cor 
tion that he would obſtruct the Paſſage of the 
ſtern Chriſtians, that he equall'd moſt of his! 
deceſſors in his Perfidiouſneſs towards em. 
he had promis'd to grant Frederick free Paſl 
through his Territories, and to afford him all m 
ner of Refreſhments and Accommodations for 
Army, yet he no ſooner heard of his Arrival i 
the Borders, but he ſent his Couſin Manuel, 
Great Maſter of his Hoiſe, at the Head of a p 
erful Army to diſpute the Paſſes with the 6 
and to intercept their Proviſions ; having ſome 
before thrown the Biſhop of Munſter, the Ear 
Naſſau, and Count Walram, Frederick's Ambaſlat 
into Priſon, without any Regard had to the 
of Nations, and the high Dignity of their 
ſter. The German Van-guard, provok'd at | 
Perfidiouſn«fs, eaſily forc'd their Way through 6 
who were ſent to oppoſe em, and pafling the M 
tains which lead into Thrace, the whole Army 
into that Country, where they were fuffer( 
live at Diſcretion, and to ſeize on the Grain, wi 
they found in great Abundance of all Kinds in 
Fields, before the Greeks had time to remove it 
the fortify'd Towns, according to the Orders 
Had receiv'd from the Emperor. þ 
Tho' the Germans were by this time got into 
Heart of Thrace,” and the Greeks had neither I 
nor Courage ſufficient to reſtrain 'em, yet i; 
ſaac with an inſupportable Vanity ſend to 
rick, to whom he deny'd the Title of Emperor, 
ing him to underſtand that he knew of 
Emperor, which was himſelf, and that if be 


in that Quality acknowledge him as his Lord ww ye 
fer, and give him ſo many Hoſtages as be 4 tun; 


for his Security, that be would attempt nothing 


lap. IV. Cll. Iſaacius Angelus. 


to bis Service or Intereſt, but give him 4 Moj- 


xcens., then, and upon no other Terms, he was 
yd to allow bim the Liberty of Paſſage which he 
ether this was really what Iſaac had in ſo in- 
ent a manner demanded, or the Ambaſſadors had 


ghet fit to conceal his Reſentment till he had 
zin d the Releaſe of his Ambaſſadors, and an- 
rd with a diſdainful Smile, that he truſted too 
in the Merits of his Cauſe, and the Courage of thoſe 
Men who attended him, to comply with ſuch diſho- 
rable Conditions; that however, when Iſaac had re- 
bim his Ambaſſadors, whom with ſo much Inhu- 
ity, and. ſcandal to the | Chriſtian Religion, he held 
hains, be (bould then think himſelf oblig d to mike him 
Acknowledgments, as conſiſted with the Honoar of 
| and of the Empire. After which he advanc'd, 
out waiting for an Anſwer, and ſeizing upon 
the Places in his Paſſage without any Reſi- 
ce, he encamp'd on the twenty fifth of Auguſt 
in View of Philippopolis, which was ſhortly af- 
quitted by the Inhabitants, who left their Habi- 
ns, with a prodigious plenty of Proviſions to 
rick's Soldiers. | 
his Advantage of the Germans highly incens'd 
againſt Manuel, his General, whom he a:cus'd 
»wardice, and ſent him expreſs Orders to fight 
the Enemy ; accordingly he advanc'd within fix 
s of Philippopolu, but was ſo little acquainted with 
like Affairs, that a Party of German being a- 
d to ſcour the Country, and diſcover the Poſture 
e Enemy, preſum'd to affault his whole Army, 
lid it wich ſo much Courage and Succeſs, that 
degenerate Greeks turn'd their Backs, and left a 
ul of Germans Maſters of the Field; who after 
bound none who had Reſolution enough to op- 
þ | pole 


if whatever be _ſhould obtain by Conqueſs from the 


dviſedly exceeded their Commiſſion, as Nice» Nicet. p. 
our Hiſtorian aſſures us they did, Frederick 257- 
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tremities, ſet Frederick's Ambaſſadors at Libe 


Iſanc is ; 
forced 10 


ſubmit to 
the Ger - 


mans. 
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poſe em, but feiz'd on Nicepolis, Adrianople, and 
the Citjes between the Agean and Euxine Sea, ande 
larg'd their Conqueſts on both Sides to the very 
of Conſtantinople. py e 
Iſaac being by this time ſufficiently puniſh'd for 
Perfidy, which had brought him to the hſt ! 


and in a ſuppliant manner ſud for a Peace, 
ſering to ſupply him wich whatever Ships we 
neceſſary to tranſport him into Affa ; defiring 
the ſame time that his Paſſage might be as qui 
as poſſible, and that he might have Hoſtages d 
ver'd him for his Security. But Frederick who thoug 
it became him to chaſtiſe the Pride of this feel 
but preſumptuous Prince, let him know that 
look'd on himſelf to be the Rightful Empe 
of the Romans, and as ſuch anſwer'd the Amb 
dors, that it was the Right of the Conquerors to 
ſcribe Laws to the Vanquiſh'd, and that it belong du | 
who had conquer d Thrace, to diſpoſe of it at bis Þ 
ſure ; that therefore he was reſolud to winter 
with his whole Army, ſince he by his Perfidiouſns 
retarded bis Voyage til it was too late in the 
now to attempt it. He order d bim at his Peril u 
vide bim with 4 ſufficient Number of Ships again 
ſter, and ſince. he had no reaſon to repoſe any C 
dence ne his Promiſes, be commanded bim 15 
our and twenty .of the principal Officers and Lu 
* Ccurt, and 15 e 1 inferior 4 
lity, as Hoſtages for his good Behaviour ; which 
be bad done, he Was . to give bim the Aſſuron 
by Oath, that he had no Deſigns upon his Empire, 
had perſuaded himſelf vainly to imagine, thereby tt 
a tolerable Pretence for bis perfidious Dealings, and tht 
lation of bis Faith. | | 
Iſaac, who had before born it with fo high a H 
ſufficiently diſcover'd the Meanneſs of his Soul is 
Conjuncture; for he with great readineſs accept 
theſe Diſhonourable Conditions, and without H 


\ 


= | ap. IV. CII. Haacius Angelus. . JI 1 
4 Wt the Ratification, with the Hoſtages, and great 

ſents to the Emperor; who winter d at Adrianople, 

che Spring approach'd, and then he remov'd to 

lol, in Order to paſs the Helleſpont, and upon his 

val found a greater Number of Ships than he had 
npromis'd by Jaac, whe was glad at any Expence 

mow thoſe dangerous, troubleſome, and expen- 
Gueſts. | En 

laac, being thus deliver'd from the Germans, buſi- 
himſelf in the Settlement of his Family ; his eldeſt 

wghter was made a Nun, and his youngeſt marry'd 
Tancred, the King of Sicily's Son, and his Son Alexi- 

(of whom we ſhall have Occaſion to fay more 
eaſter) was deſign'd for his Succeſſor, tho he till 

mis d himſelf a Reign of thirty two Years, not- 
hſtanding that he was hourly alarm'd by daily 
nſpiracies, and frequent Uſurpations. 
\mong the many Pretenders that claim'd a Right Frequent 
he Imperial Crown, none prov'd- at firſt more Qhrpati. 
gerous than one, who prerending himſelf to be *. 
ri, the Son of Manuel, depos d by Andronicus, 

not murder'd, as it was falfly reported, plaid 

Part with ſo much Addreſs in the Sultan of Ico- 

ms Court, that, by Leave from the Sultan, he 


fort time rais'd an Army conſiſting of eight 

uſland Men accuſtom'd to Depredations, with 
ich he ſeiz'd moſt of the Cities ſeated on the 
riger. The Diſaffection of the People in general 
lc made this Uſurpation more dangerous, for 
there were very few but miſtruſted what the Im- 


or had fo confidently affirm'd, yet all wiſhing 
ad been fo, they all ſeem d to believe it. By this 
ns he gain'd Ground daily, and having defeated 
ral of the Emperors General's, he was thought ſo 
iderable at length, that no leſs a Man than the 
peror's own Brother Alexius was judg'd the moſt 
o oppoſe him; and Alexius, tho a Man forward 
courageous, durſt not venture a Bartel with him, 
thought he ſhould do a conſiderable piece of Ser- 
X 4 vieq 
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The Scy- 
thians pre- 
wail a- 
Zainſt t be 
Emperor. 


| aac neg» * 


les the 
Affairs of 
wiale, 
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vice if he could preſerve thoſe Towns firm in d 


ict 
Obedience, who had not yet revolted to him. Min 
in all probability, che War might have been proof 
to the apparent hazard of the Emperor's Dignity in 
weakning of the Empire, had not God thought Me 


remove the Uſurper by the Hands of a Prieſl, 
cut off his Head as he lay faſt aſleep, after he hal 
ken a larger Draught of Wine than uſual. 
The Fate of this Uſurper did not deter others f 
the like Attempts; the Contempt they had en 
cain'd of the preſent Emperor made 'em bold and; 
ring, and tho' none of em obtain'd the Crown i 
aim d at, they made it ſit uneaſie on his Head 
wore it. At the ſame time the Scythians, encour 
by theſe Domeſtick Commotions, renew'd their 
curſions, and haraſs'd the Borders of the Em 
Againſt theſe 1/2ac thought fit to undertake an Ex 
dition in Perſon, but. prepar'd to return, before 


had effected any thing conſiderable, and loſt Wi 3 
greateſt part of his Army in his Retreat, he him 
eſcaping with much Difficulty. This - Diſaiter Mer 


courag'd the Barbarians, ſo that they ranſack the 
man Towns at their Pleaſure, deſtroying the Ink 
rants, or leading em into Captivity. 
In the mean time 1/aac abandon'd all the Cate 
Trouble of the Empite, firſt to an old doting Eu 
call'd Theodorus Coſtamonita ; and after that to | 
young fantaſtical Boy, fcarcely paſs'd the Dilcip 
of a School, who notwithſtanding govern d both 
Emperor and Empire at Pleaſure, whilft Iſaac deli 
ed ia nothing but the luxurious Enjoyment of 
Riches, expenſive Buildings, and ridiculous Amt 
ments; for the Support of which he had Recourla 
all manner of exorbitant exactions, and abſtaind 
from Sacrilege it ſelf ; Till he was once more Toll 
by the prevailing Arms of the Scythians, who ins 
Engagement near Adrianople, had defeated both 
4 Guido, General of the Eaſtern, and Batatze ill 


ius, Commander of the Weſtern Forces, the fag 4 
3 o 


1 


ap. IV. Cl. Iſaacius Angelus. 
ich with great Difficuley eſcap'd, and the other, 


Reaſon Iſaac order d new Levies to be made, and 
ing hir d conſiderable Forces from abroad, march'd 
the Head of his Army againſt the Barbarians, reſol- 


for theſe Indignities offer'd the Empire ; which 
ever was not ſo much in Danger from the open 
zempes of Foreign declar'd Enemies, as he was ex- 
4to the ſecret Machinations of Domeſtick Trai- 


lexius Angelus, the Emperor's Brother, had in a 
jcular manner been carels'd and indulg'd by him 
the time of his Advancement; and tho he had 
ei d frequent Intimations, eſpecially towards the 
er end of his Reign, of Alexius his treacherous 
guns, and the Danger he was to apprehend from 
„yet he ſeverely reprov'd his friendly Admoniſh- 
25 Men deſirous to create Diſſentions in his Fa- 
„ and ſow Diviſions in the State, and at the ſame 
e repos'd a greater Confidence in Alexius than e- 
t; ſo fatally blind are thoſe Men to their .own 
ty, whom God in his infinite Wiſdom has deter- 
d to deſtroy, 5 | 

king arriv'd at Cypſela, a Town near the Frontiers, 
there halted, till the reſt of his Army could join 
He was now grown into a general Diſlike of 
Nobility, ſome juſtly abominating him for his ma- 
ruelties, others for his Negligence'in the publick 
niniſtration, and not a few uniting in a Conſpira- 
gainſt him from the deſire of a Change, and a 
ſpect of the Advantages they promis d themſelves 


0 eſpouſe his Intereſt, and combine againſt 1ſaac. 
ing concerted all things in ſuch a manner as they 
d ſafe and convenient, the Conſpirators propos'd 
ut their Deſign in execution at this Place. One 
when the Emperor invited his Brother out a Hunt- 
f 4/exius pretended an Indiſpoſition, and deſir d 5 
wi N e 
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ing loſt all his Men, was kill d upon the Spot. For 


g never to return till he had ſeverely chaſtis'd 


r; ſo that Alexia found enow among em rea- 


A. D. 
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de excus d, and the unhappy I/aze, who miſtruſleg 
id. thing of what follow'd, prepar'd for the Chace y 
poſed by bi! out him; where whilſt he was diverting himſelf, 
_— Conſpirators, many of whom were nearly alh dt 
Angelus. Emperor, forc'd Alexins, as it had been agreed: 
em before, to the Imperial Pavillion, and with i« 
rated Acclamations declar d him Emperor; in wl 
they were follow'd by the whole Army, and et 
Iſaac's own Servants and chief Favourites, who je 
with the Croud, wiſhing Alexia a long and auſpi 
- Reign. Iſaac at the firſt Alarm turn'd his Horſe, 
thought by his Prefence to divert that Storm,” wi 
having been ſo long gathering, ſtood now read 
deſtroy him; which when he too late obſerri 
committed himſelf to the Divine Protection, and 
with great Precipitation to Macra, where he was 
taken by thoſe his Brother had employ'd to appr} 
him; who by vertue of the ſame Order pluck 
his Eyes, and threw him into Priſon, where he 
as it were out of the World, condemn'd to pe 

Darkneſs by an inhuman ungrateful Brother, 
in his Proſperity he had redecem'd for a great au 
Money from the Turks, for which he was thus 
worthily rewarded in the tenth Year of his kt 

| and fortieth of his Age, An. Dom. 1194. 
Iſaac's If we conſider rightly the Character of 1/az: 
Cbaratter. ja, the late Emperor, we ſhall have no great Ne 
to wonder at the ready Concurrence of the Army 
Senate, and Clergy, in his Deſtruction. He was! 
who had little either of Courage or generous Rd 
tion, the want of which was abundantly ſupply 
Vanity and Preſumption, which made thoſe! 
more expos'd, by which Princes render them 
hated, and become deſpicable to their Subjects] 
he was ſottiſh even to downright Folly, incom 
cowardly, effeminate, voluptuous, fooliſhly | 
gal, and moſt infamouſly covetous, making no! 
culty to take any thing that pot his Fancy), 


- bing even Churches of their Jewels, Plate " 21 
' | * 
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p. V. Clll. Alexius Angelus. 315 
ned Veſſels, which he us d without any ſcruple at 

blick Entertainments. He had no Senſe of Ho- 

nor regard to his Word, any further than conſiſt- 

ich his own Humour or Intereft. This made him 

ppy in his Government, and unpity'd in his Fall, 

ch introduc d ſuch a Revolution as Canſtantinople 

not known before, and which was ſhortly after 

d by the Diſſolution of the Empire. 

ius being thus with the general Conſent of the 

le acknowledg'd Emperor, fent to acquaint his 

and Relations, whom he had left behind in the 

, with his Advancement: At the ſame time he 

avour'd to reward thoſe who had appear'd moſt 
id in his Promotion, and by ſeveral popular 
labour'd to confirm the People in their Obedience 
at Government, to which they had ſo voluntari- 

bmicted. His publick Reception into the City 

attended with many Omens, which feem'd to de- 

the Divine Diſpleaſure, and to denounce the 

mities which afrerwards befel the Empire. As Nicer. p. 
as going to mount an Arabian Horſe, which be- 294. 

d formerly to his Brother, and was now adorn'd 

the Imperial Trappings, as the Solemnity re- 

d, the Beaſt diſdaining the Burden rear d himſelf 

is hind Feet, and gave the aftoniſh'd Beholders 

nt Signs of his Indignation. When the Aſſiſtants 


Be vich much Addreſs mollify'd him, and the new 
myWcror was mounted, the angry Steed grew more 
1520s d than before, as if he had been ignorantly be- 
Red into that Compliance, and would never be pa- 
yd till he had thrown the unworthy Rider upon 
ſe round. This, and other Accidents, gave ſome 


e moſt Curious an Occaſion of reflecting upon 
ate Tranſactions, and preſented em with a me- ma 
oly Proſpe of what was to come. bY 


y Pe withſtanding this the unworthy Emperor pol- 750 
nol the Throne with the ſame Vices, for which he | 
ed ro have remov'd his Brother. Inſtead of 

nd ing the Myſians, who continu'd their Depreda- 


tions, 


116 ITbe Roman Hiſtory, Va 
tions, or arming againſt the Turks, who ſince the h 
of the Emperor Manuel had taken ſeveral ſtrong Ie 
in the leſſer Aſa, and great part of Phrygia from 

Alexius i: Empire, he abandon'd himſelf to Riot and Luy 
b and the Gratification of his ſenſual Appetites, ſq 


j 

4 = Br gring away wich both Hands his Predeceſſots 1M. 

| %  fure, never conſidering how much he ſhould wy 0 
| hereafter, and how difficult, if not impoſhble, it u , 
41 be to recover it. And as if one Tyrant was no: if; 
1 ficient to afflict a dejected State, he was many, 
vx another who equall'd him in all his Extravagan | 
1 and in many exceeded him: Her Name was Eupih ; 
1 'a Woman of a voluable-Tongue and ready Mind, 1 
, withal ambitious, immodeſt, and prodigally Lu 
þ ous, who imitating her Husband in all his Arb 
mw Proceedings, acted with an uncontroul'd Author 
1 and preſum'd ſometimes to contradict and re. 
1 what the Emperor himſelf had ordain d. 
ff - Theſe diffolute Proceedings in the Court gave 
j couragement to ſeveral Impoſtors, with which i Mer 
| | Times were pregnant, who being countenancd Ml; 
4 ſupported ſecretly by the Turks, brought great Of; 
iy mities upon the Empire; at the ſame. time tha Hd 
i reſtleſs implacable Ay/zans continu'd their Holtih);, 
Wt and deſtroy d whole Legions at once, growing all, 
i gant from their frequent Advantages, and entertai 
1 a thorough Contempt of the Roman Emperor: Mad 
"i withſtanding which he had once an Opportunity; 
1 fer'd him of reducing the whole Country, whit. 
5 Myſians were at Variance among themſelves, Mie 
W he either totally neglected, or manag'd with fo 
6 Indiſcretion, as gave the World reaſon to think 
i had no Senle of the Truſt repos'd in him, but tral hi 
# govern'd for his own ſake, and not for the Safety the 
1 Honour of the Empire, whoſe Fate was unavoilh, | 
EE and its Deſtruction nigh at hand. Ti 
| - fon jo pub, This proceeded in a great Meaſure from the Sp 


lick affair; ſion Alexius had to publick Affairs, and the great Wc; 
r= dence he put in his Favourites, who goverl li, 
4 „ | 4 
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da mercenary Hand, and made the higheſt Em- 
ments of the Empire venal ; ſo little regarding the 
h or Abilities of thoſe they preferr d, that even Sy- 
; and Scythians enjoy d Poſts of the greateſt Ho- 
and Profit: So that the Barbarians prevail'd on 
ry ſide, the Emperor being unable to reſiſt em 
n aſſaulted, or manage thoſe Diviſions which of- 
happen d between em to his Advantage. | 
hus for ſeven Years together did the State ſuf. 
under this unhappy Prince's Adminiſtration, *cill 
Divine Vengeance at length overtook- him, 
ſtripp'd him of choſe Honours he had ſo long 
md, and of which he was ſo highly undeſer- 
„ Tho' at firſt he had us'd his Brother Iſaae 
the greateſt Barbarity, and having plack'd out 
Eyes caus'd him to be lock'd up in Irons with 
young Son Alexius, a Prince of about twelve 
rs of Age; yet by degrees growing fatally ſe- 
he began to pity thoſe he had ſtripp'd of the 
erial Ornaments, and ſuffering his Brother to 
in an handſome Palace without the City, he re- 
d the young Alexius into the Court, where he 
nded upon his Perſon, and ſhar'd with him in all 

Diverſions. | 
Wowever the two injur'd Princes either thought 
ſelves too highly aftronted ever to forgive the 
nder, or perceiving how odious the Uſurper 
ler d himſelf every Day to the People, and into 
t Calamities he plung'd the State, began to reflect 
he Dignity they had loſt, and to conſider how 
might recover their former Honours. Iſaac, 
Dig the Liberty to admit all ſuch as came to 
him, treated ſo ſecretly with the Latins, that 
their means he found a way of correſponding 
his Daughter Irene, at that time the Wife of 
the German Emperor, who promis'd to diſpoſe 
spirit of her Husband, to undertake the Pro- 
jon of the two unfortunate Princes. Whilſt this 
in Agitation, the young Alexius, who was at Li- 
i berty 
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berty to go where he pleas d, withdrew ſecretly 
got aboard a Ship belonging to a Merchant d 

who undertook to carty him off. The thing 
manag'd with ſo much Cunning, that when 
Guards the Tyrant upon the News of his Eſcany 

ſent to ſearch all the Veſſels, came on Board; 

fan, riding then on the Mouth of the Helleſpy 

to ſail, and fearch'd her with more Exa&tneſ; 

all the reſt, the Prince diſguis'd like an Traliay 

or boldly receiv'd em upon the Deck, and y 
took himſelf to be their Conductor, leading em 
the moſt ſecret Places of the Ship, and thus hy 
being hid eſcap'd the Danger of being foun{ 
that the Ship being thereupon diſcharg'd, the Pt 

landed ſafe in Sicily; where having for ſome 
conferr'd with his Siſter, he proceeded from i 
to Rome, to ſollicit the Aſſiſtance of Pope Ind 

and from thence he paſs'd with his Retinue by 

into Germany. Philip, who had an entire Aﬀedi 
Trene the Empreſs, Alexius his Sifter, was fet 
touch'd with the Misfortunes of his Family, butt 
at that time oblig'd to diſpute the Empire with 
His Competitor, he had too great Affairs upot 

Hands already to attempt the Reſtitution ofthe? 
himſelf, and therefore advis'd him to engage the] 
and Yenetians to aſſiſt him, who had then a great 

my on foot in Dalmatid for the Conqueſt of the 
ly-Land, and to whom it behov'd him to make 
advantageous Offers, as would encourage « 

comply both out of Intereſt, Honour, and the 
lick Good of Chriſtendom. To this the Prince 
dily conſented, and agreed to ſuch Terms, upon 

dition they would reſtore him, as had he then 

ly conſider'd he would have found difficult, 

Alexius, impoſſible to perform. Having in this manner 
the Son certed his Matters with N he apply d hi 
gage th, to the Princes by his Ambaſſadors, who had 0 
Latins 2 to omit nothing that might oblige the Republic 
 reftore him. the French to conclude the Treaty: Being ad! 
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ndience, they told em, 
their glorious Enterpriſe for the Conqueſt of the Holy- 
"ins to preſent un with @ Way: ſafe, , and ah 
ly neceſſary for the Accompli & of it. That 
us they at firſt deu d to carry their Arms into 


ed they would rather thoſe Arms in the Recovery 
onſtantinople to the Heir, by which Means 
would render themſelves Maſters of it; the Omi 


Mon of 
bad heretofore cans'd the Loſs of tuo ſuch flouriſhing 
uw, as might otherwiſe have eaſily triumph'd over all 
laſt, that great Cuy being the very Key of Europe 
Aa. They repreſented to em, the little Trat 
to be repos d in the Uſurper, who bad barbarouſly 
ted both the Emperor and the King of France; they 
d 'em of his Cowardice and Inattivity, and bow 
ly bis Subject: would renounce their Allegiance to him, 
mce they beheld the young Prince, whom they ador d, 
Head of ſo flouriſhing an Army. They concluded 
waging for the Prince, that as ſoon as they bad efta- 
bim upon the Imperial. Throne of Conſtantinople, 
uud pay em two hundred thouſand Marks in Silver 
rds the Expences of the War, maintain ten thouſand 
s whole Year at bis own Charges to aſſiſt em in the 
weſt of Eygpt, and to pay, during bis Life, five bun- 
Knights well arm d for the Preſervation of the Con- 
1 which they ſhould make in the Holy- 

ter ſome Diſputes among the Princes, which were 
ag d a while with great Heat, the Major Part in- 
(to theſe Propoſitions, being principally induc'd 


till more Auguſt and Venerable. He was a great 
ain, valiant Soldier, and able Politician, which, 


in thoſe Years, made him more ſenſible of the 
antages that would ariſe to the Cruſade from the 


* 

" : 

- * > 
* 


They were not come to re- 


pt, and by that Way to enter into Paleſtine, they re- 


tby Henry Dandolo, Doge of Venice, who being ffenry 

above fourſcore Years old, tho' neither decrepid Dandolo, 

dy nor decay'd in Mind, his great Age render'd Ver 4 
eni 


es his great Thirſt of Glory, which he retain d 


cement propos d by Alexius his Ambailadors. _ 


the War, as they came before Dyrrachium, the | 


their Courſe a few Days after, and join d the. 


ſides this, he had for a long time cheriſh'd an 
cible Hatred to the Conſtantinopolitan Emperor, 
when about fifty Years before he was employ! 
the Republick as their Ambaſſador at Conftany 
where he generouſly ſuſtain'd his Character, 
boldly maincain'd the Intereſt of his Country, the 
fidious Emperor Manuel, not accuſtom'd to ſud 
honeſt Freedom, causd a red hot Plate of In 
be held before his Eyes, with which his Sight 
not wholly loſt, tho' it mightily impair'd it; the 
of which barbarous Outrage, and Violation 9 
bow of Nations, liv'd in his Memory till his d 
ay. ku; „ 

The Articles of the Treaty being ratify'd by 
tual Oaths on each ſide, Part of the Army em; 
and ſet Sail for Corfu, where the whole Navy wa 
pointed to rendezvous, whilſt the Doge and the] 
quiſs of Montferrat, who had been choſen Head« 
Cruſade, and had the Honour to be ally'd to 
young Alexius, ſtaid behind in Expectation of 
Prince's Arrival, who came in a few Days after 
magnificently attended. The Marquis and D. 
having done him all the Honours imaginable, 
proteſted they would ſacrifice all for his Service, 
Fleet weigh'd Anchor, and for a happy Beginnit 


bitants being inform'd that the young Prince w: 
board that Fleet, they preſented him with the! 
of the Place, and {wore an inviolably Fidelity to 
Encourag'd by this happy Preſage, they cont 


Part of the Army, which was already landed upo 
Iſland of Corfu, where they were ſupply'd wit 
manner of Neceſſaries for their Refreſhment, a0 
young Alexius, at his Arrival, was met by the 1 
the Princes, and conducted in a triumphant M 
to the Camp. kk | 
Here they continu'd till Vhbitſon. Eve, to allay 
Diſputes that had prevail'd in the Army; after 
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J embark'd, and having coaſted all Morea and 
, the Fleet came to an Anchor in the Negro- 
. the next Place they anchor d at was St. Stepben's 
t upon the Bank of the Propontis, from whence 
Wind and Current carry'd em Eaſtward along. 
the Coafts of the City, whoſe Walls were crouded 
the Emperor's Soldiers, and who from thence 
ed one of the faireſt and yet moſt terrible Sights. 
the World, three hundred Veſlels in Order of Th Tet 
el, with their Standards flying upon their Poops, f, befors 
cEnſigns diſplay'd, and their Flags and Pendants Conſtan- 
toning in the Wind; in which Condition that tinople- + 
ant formidable Navy, bearing with full Sails be- 

the Wind, was carry'd to the Port of Chalcedon, 

lite to Conſtantinople, where the Army made an 

ediate Deſcent, and marchd by Land in Order 


s a 2 a A 
* T > A 2 < 


2 2 — x 
— — — — —_ a 
— — —— 
= — 1 _ 
. 2 . 


attel along the Boſpborus, whilſt the Fleet was 1 
de ucted to Scrutari or Cbryſopols, oppolite likewiſe i 
toe Imperial City. | 


the mean time Alexius, the Roman Emperor, as Alexius 
Greek Writers till term'd their Princes, tho' he “nel 
receiv'd timely Intimation of the great Preparati- ***'%* 
the Latins were forming againſt him, and that | Wl. 
had undercaken to ſettle che young Alexius in the 641 
ne, had taken no Care for his own Defence and 7 
of the State, but drowning himſelf in his ſenſual _-_ 
ures, would ſometimes, in the Jollicy of his En- | 
inments and Heat of Wine, tell his debauch'd 1 
panions, that a Party of bis Guards ſhould go and . . nn 
that Handful of Madmen bound faſt in Irons, who . — 
weary of their Lives were come ſo far to recerve +I 
mour of dying by bis Commands. Nor did he re- 175 
out of this profound Stupidity, till he under- 3.09 
that the Confederate Army, after the Reduction il 
rrachium, had aſſur'd themſelves of Corfu, and Fl 
indeed he was perſuaded to give neceſſary Or- 1 
lor the Defence of Conſtantinople, ſummoning all — 
lay Woldiers that were quarter'd in the adjacent Parts 
er Mach thither. He was able to man out no more 5 
| * than 190 
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than twenty Gallies to guard the Chain, which 
drawn from a Tower near Galata, and being falle 
to the Aeropolu lock'd up the Entrance into the 
ven; the Arſenal having been ſo impoveriſhg 
Michael Stryphnus his Admiral, who had marry 
Wife's Siſter, and had ſold the Sails, Cordage, 
Anchors, and exchang'd even the Bolts and 
Nails of his Navy for Gold, 

After he had in this manner provided for the 
fence of Conftantinople, he drew out his Army, and 
camp'd upon the Banks of the Boſpborus oppoſite to 
Confederates, whoſe Numbers were far inferiq 
his, who notwithſtanding paſs d over the 3% 
_ after in admirable Order, and landed in 

that great Army, who at firſt pretended to op 
'em with their Arrows and Croſs-bows ; but x 
they faw the French, without waiting till their | 
fes were landed, march directly towards em 
their Swords in their Hands, they fled ſo ſwifty 
that nothing but their own Fears was able to( 
take m. | | 

The French, being thus happily landed, lodgs 


3. Night in the Jews Quarter upon the Boſphorus 


the next Day aſſaulted the Caſtle of Galata, 

they took after a great Slaughter, at the ſame 
that the Venetians, being favour'd by an Eaſterhy 
which bore their Ships up to the Chain, cut 
two with prodigions Sciſſors of Steel, which 
open'd and ſhut with an Engine, by which 
the whole Fleet enter'd the Port, and all the 
Veſſels were either taken, diſabled, or ſunk. 

this they prepar'd to attack the Town in ewoP 
one by Sea, on the Port- ſide, which the Fe 
undertook, and the other by Land, which wa 
mitted to the French. Having batter'd the Wan 
ten Days together, they at length refolv'd to 
general Aſſault both by Sea and Land, which 
did on the ſeventeenth of Fuly by Break df 
at which time the whole Army fell on wich 


|. hap. IV. Clll. Alexius Angelus. | | 323 
h Mourage and Reſolution imaginable. The Greeks, / 
ing aſſiſted both by their Number, and the Ad- 


ntage of the Place, defended themſelves at firſt 14 
ch great Succeſs, till Dandolo did an Action which Dandolo'; _ | 1 


1d 
VI; cterniz'd his Memory to all Poſterity, and left 8ravery. 
e, Wn the Reputation of having been one of the 


ateſt Men in the World: For aged as he was, tran- 
red with a valiant Impatience, he poſted himſelf 

the forepart of the Admiral Gally with his Sword 

wn, and the great Standard of St. Mark before 

n, commanding his Men upon peril of their Lives, 

uſe their urmoſt Skill and Force to get aſhore. 
Command, enforc'd with ſo terrible a Menace, 

5 follow'd with ſuch a quick Obedience, that 

Gally was in an Inſtant brought to the Shore, 

| the Doge advanc'd with the Standard to the 

ls; by which Example of Heroick Courage he 

wall from on board che Fleet after him; for they 

0 were in the other Gallies, fearing they ſhould 

under the Infamy of having abandon'd theic 

eral in fo noble a Danger, row'd with their ut- 

ſt Force, and gain'd the Shore almoſt at the ſame 

e together, and ran like enrag'd Lions after 

r Leader to the Aſſault. The French were aſto- 

d when they beheld on a ſudden the great Stan- 

| of St. Mark placed upon one of the Towers, 

ch redoubled their Courage, and animated em _ = 
freſh Vigour, till ſuch time as a terrible Cloud _ bY 
Duſt, which advanc'd towards em, the ſound of = 
mpets, the neighing of Horſes, and the noiſe of 
infinite Number of People, oblig'd them to quit 
Allault, and put themſelves in a Poſture of De- 
e 


| Cries and Murmurs of his People and Soldiers, ſalying out 
openly reproach'd him with his Cowardice, and , 4. 
ng left in the heat of their Reſentments they 
id fall upon him and pull him to pieces, had at 
aly'd out of the City, god an intent to A 
ET 2 the 
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De Roman Hiſtory, Vol. 
the Army in the Rear, if they continu'd the Au. 
or give em Barrel in the open Field if they had! 
Courage to accept of it; not doubring but he ſhq 
be able to ſurround em and cut 'em in pieces 
ving above ſixty Battalions of freſh Men ſuppo 
by all his Cavalry, to no more than ſix of theirs, 
ready weary'd with a deſperate Aſſault. A; 
Princes were drawing up their Troops in then 
commodious manner to receive him, they rece 
with an incredible Joy a Reinforcement, which 
generous Dandolo brought to their Aſſiſtance. Dy 
lo had by this time maſter'd twenty five Tow 
part of a hundred built on the Side of the Ha 
and hearing now that the Emperor had made 2 
ly, he caus'd himſelf to be conducted immediateh 
the Camp, with all the Forces he could rally, 
ſuſtain the Shock of the Enemy, who having 
mis'd themſelves that they ſhould be able to opj 
the Confederates with Multitude, when they f. 
now they would not be drawn from their Intra 
ments, but expected 'em there with a reſolute ON 
Tage, they quickly retir'd into the Town, never 
ring once to turn Head againſt that Handful of 
who had the Confidence to follow em for fomei 


in good Order, difcharging continually upon Wh, he 
Rear in the open Field, where they might haves tc 
en em Battel. * | t o 


This ſhameful Retreat was not occaſion'd mol 
the Cowardice than the Jealouſie of the unwort 
lexius, who would not ſuffer his Son-in-Law The 
Laſcaris to make one in the Sally; for had he « 
manded, being both a Soldier and Captain, 
moſt valiant of his Nation, he would havel 
better uſe of that infinite Number of Hands, * 
remain'd wholly unprofitable that Day, by 
their Commander had neither Courage nor d 
. nough to manage em to the beſt Advantage. 
Alexius, being thus ſhamefully retir'd into the 
' pretended the better to ſhelter himſelf from tb 

. pro 


an | 
tece 


eV. CI. Alexius Angelus. 
ca ches of the People, that he had deferr'd the Com- 
, by reaſon it was late, and that the next Morn- 
he was reſolv'd to attack the Enemies in their 
np, if they had the Courage to expect him; but 
ng pur ſu d and terrify d by his own Conſcience, in- 
xd of preparing for the Encounter, he ſecretly em- 
{4 bimſelf with a few of his Domeſticks, all the 
d, Silver, and the Imperial Ornaments, and fledto 
ura, anciently call'd Debeltus, a City of Thrace, and flies. 
ding at the Foot of Mount Hæmu, where, by 
ſon of his Guilt, his Cowardice, and the Con- 
pt into which he was fallen, having Cauſe to fear 
e great Revolution in his Fortune he had before- 
d aſſur'd himſelf of a Retreat. 
he People had no ſoener difcover'd the Flight of 
Ulurper, but deteſting his infamous Cowardice, 
ſearing leſt the Latins ſhould in ſo favourable a 
jecture aſſault the City a ſecond time, and take 
Force, ran to the Priſon, where the Tyrant, 
the young Alexius his eſcape, had caus'd T/aas 
e detain'd, and knock d off the Manacles of the 
Prince, who had been ſo barbarouſly treated by 
wn Brother, and having placed him on the Im- 
ul Throne, from which about eight Years be- Ifaxc is re 
he had been fo violently driven, they ſent De- = - "Y 
5 to the Princes, to give them an Account of the jexius, 
it of the Uſurper, and the Re-eſtabliſhment of 
W-mperor Jae, and to invite the young Prince 
are the Empire with his Father. The Princes 
agreeably * at ſo unexpected a Revolu- 
dut being grown from long Experience di- 
fal of the Greeks, they the next Morning, at 
ead of their Army, which they had drawn up 
acalia, acquainted the young Alexius, that they 
ed an Atturance of the Performance of the 
ty, and to have it ratify'd by the Emperor his 
r; whereupon two Lords of France, and two 
n Noblemen were diſpatch'd to that Prince, 
receiy'd em with all manner of Honour and 
"4 | Magni 
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Magnificetice, and the' be found the Articles y 
hard, yet over-joy'd at his Re-eftabliſhment, andſe 
ful of loſing his Empire a ſecond time, ſhould he 
- a Refuſal provoke his Deliverers, he inſtantly ra 
'em, and oblig'd himſelf with ſolemn Oaths to a 
violable Performance: After which the young Pri 
was conducted by the Confederate Lords ing 
who i? Triumph to Conſtantinople, where he was affocy 
Grown'd in with his Father in the Empire, and Crown 
Conſtan- firſt of Auguft, with all Magnificence and Solerti 
tinople. A. D. 1203. K | ; 
Among other things that Alexius had obligdt 
ſelf to perform, he promis'd ro renounce the Sc 
of his Anceſtors, and ſubje& the Greek Church te 
See of Rome; wherefore, that he might ſatisfe 
Princes in ſo important an Article, he writ a hand 
Letter to Pope Innocent, whom he acknowledged tt 
Chriſt's Vicar upon Earth, and Supream Head d 
Univerfal Church'; promiſing to render him ant 
Succeffors that filial Obedience which was theirl 
and to imploy all his Power to re-unite the 6 
Church to the Head. Theſe Letters and Pro 
coſt him nothing, but he found it more difficul 
anſwer the other Parts of his Engagement, t0 
the Money he had.promis'd, and furniſh the I 
he had oblig'd himſelf to maintain in the Hoh 
Wherefore having laid down a confiderable pa 
the Money he ow'd em, he perſuaded the Pi 
to ſtay for the reſt, and defer their Departure ti 
next Spring, without which it would be imp 
for him to furniſh em with the Shipping and 1 
he had promis'd ; for that he was not firmly 
bliſh'd in his Empire, fince his Uncle was ff 
Thrace, ſupported by a ſtrong Party who contingli* 
their Duty to him, and Theodorws Laſcaris had 1 
Body of Troops on the other ſide the Boſphor: ! 
:bynia. He therefore defir'd 'em to perfect the i 
chey had fo happily begun, and fix that Thfdl 
Safety, on which they had plac'd him with io 
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. Wccrolity ; promiſing in the mean time plentifully to 
ni em with whatever was neceſſary for the Subſi- 
ice of their Army, and pay the Venetian all their 
ges in maintaining the Fleet during the War. 

To this the Princes readily agreed,and that the Re- 
nder of the Year might be employ d to the beſt 


d on Adrianople, from whence they drove him, and 
cd him to ſearch for a more ſecure Retreat elſe- 
ere. After which they reduc'd the greateſt part of 


Glory to Conſtantinople, which had been reduc'd al- 
to Aſhes in their Abſence, by a terrible Confla- 


Saracens, which the late Emperor had ſcandalouſly 
wd 'em to build in the Imperial City. The 


s of the Latius, flew upon this ſmall Number of 
derly Soldiers, and preſsd em ſo hard, that 
e of em, more deſperately brutiſh than the reſt, 
Fire to a Row of wooden Houſes that ſtood upon 
Key the better to favour their Eſcape. It is im- 
ble to expreſs the horrible Ravage this dread- 
Fire made, for expanding its Flames in an in- 
tinthoſe Tinder Buildings, it ran on in a Train 
Wildfire from Street to Street, till it grew Ma- 
es, and conſum'd the moſt ſtately Edifices, the 
enifcent Palaces, and capacious Store · houſes of 
t opulent City. | 

This horrible Conflagration ſeem'd a certain Pre- 
e of the approaching Ruin of the Grecian Empire, 
ch God thought fit to puniſh for their many in- 
Nous Treaſons committed againſt the firſt Adventu- 
in the Holy- War, and to tranſlate it to the French, 
e did ſnortly after, and that at a time when it 
a ready to recover part of ics ancient Beauty and 
our. The Manner was as follows. 


rantage, they march'd againſt Alexius, who had 


ce, and the Winter approaching they return d full 


tion occaſion'd by ſome Latin Soldiers, Who in a thus” 3 
ken Fit plundet d the Houſes and a Moſque of 


acens, ſupported by the Greeks, the {worn Ene 
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There was at that time at Conſtantinople one of 
Illuſtrious Houſe of Ducas, whoſe Name was 4 
us, and commonly call'd Murtzuphle, by reaſon of 
Eyebrows join'd and hung very thick over his B 
which was always conſider'd as a Mark of an 
Man; and indeed Hiſtory can hardly afford oney 
had a blacker Soul, or more ſavage Nature, ory 
would attempt more abominable Treaſons for 
Accompliſhment of his own Ends. Following 
Example of the late Uſurper, whom he had ſe 
againſt T/aac, he thought it no difficult Matter 
make himſelf Maſter of the Empire, eſpecially x 
happy a Conjuncture, when Tſaac the old Emper 
who could not endure ſo ſudden and unexpete( 
Change, was juſt deceas'd, and Alexius had n 
der'd himſelf obnoxious to the People by his g 
Familiarity and Friendſhip ſhown to the Latin 
rightly concluded that his firſt, Step was by | 
pularity, to ingratiate himſelf wich the diſconte 
ed Multitude; he therefore ſeem'd to lament 
hard Condition of the Empire, engag'd by a By 
a covetous and proud Nation, their implacableE 
mies; he ſaid Alexius had already given em the rich 
of Crete, and oblig d the Greek Church to yield to th 
of Rome, and was now preparing new Exattiong 1i 
fie the inſatiable Latins. EE | 

A Remonſtrance of this Nature, urg'd by a Man 


Murtzuphie's Quality, had its deſir d Effect upon 


unconitant Greeks, who could not hear the Name 
Latin without Grief and Horror, eſteeming them 
Cauſe of all their Miſeries, eſpecially of the late Dt 
lation of their City. When this was done, he, be 
a Man of a moſt ſupple and ſmooth Converſation, 
ſently convey'd himſelf into the Eſteem and Aﬀedi 
of Alexius, who being weak and unexperienc'd n 
this Traitor his only Confident. Having thus 
double Artifice impos'd both upon the Prince and 
People, he firſt perſuaded the miſerable Alexias, 
acted wholly by his Councils, and eſteem'd hin 
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F oncdle, to diſoblige the Princes; and when they, 


z were juſtly provok'd at his unhandſome Beha- 
ir, began to puniſh him with Acts of Hoſtility, 
then procur'd a Deputation for himſelf to go to the 
quis of Montferrat, to whom he promis d, in be- 
fof the deluded Prince, and by his Order, to deli- 
to him the Palace and Fortreſs of Blaquerneſi, as a 
n of his Fidelity, provided the Princes. would for- 
what was paſt, and he would come and deliver 
from the impatient Populace, who had by this 
eproclaim'd another Emperor in his room. The 
quis, not doubting the Concurrence of the other 
ces, readily. accepted the Propoſition; but the 
idious Murtzupble, immediately upon his Return 
Night following, advercis'd the principal Perſons 
the City and of the Militia of this Treaty, and 
his Agents inſtructed for that purpoſe rais'd a Tu- 
tin the City, which, he ſaid, Alexius had ſold to 
Latins, When he had raisd the Storm up to the 


bed-Chamber, where the unhappy Prince was 
aleep, and having awakend him, with a trem- 
g Voice and repeated Sighs he told him that all 
loſt, that the Commonalty, Nobility, and Gentry, 
the Guards, were all ready to fall upon the Pa- 
and cut him in pieces, upon an Intimation that 
deſign d to deliver up the City to the Latins : 
reupon the amaz'd Prince, wholly abandoning 
elf to the Conduct of Murtxupble, that perfidious 
ain, who preſs d him to ſave himſelf, threw about 
a Morning Gown, carry'd him through many 
lings into the remoteſt and moſt ſecure part of 
Palace, from whence ſome of his Inſtruments, 
d there for that purpoſe, dragg'd him to a loath- 


al times unſucceſsfully by Poiſon, went himſelf to 


qs, the better to ſecure to himſelf the Crown, 
h he immediately Uſurp'd. For 


ght he deſir'd, he then ruſh'd at Midnight into 


Dungeon, where he liv'd in great Miſery for a Murtzu- 
Days, till the Tyrant, who had attempted his Life phle — 
eri 

oung Em- 
perer, and 
Uſurps. 


Priſon, and cruelly ſtrangled him with his own }, 
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Conſtan- 
tinople 
beſieg'd by 
the Prin. 
C8, 


mules blindly to take thoſe Impreſſions which are 


had made Emperor, as to make themſelves Malte 


Defence, fail'd not of giving all neceſſary Orde 


ſtanding which the ſame Night in a Council dl 
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For having thus diſpos'd of Alexius, he inſta 
preſented himſelf. to the People, to whom he & 
an Account of what he had done for the'Securin 
their Liberties, and earneſtly exborted em to 
him in the Prefervation of 'em, and to make 
of an Emperor who had Courage enough to 
fend em againſt the Latins, that were ready 
oppreſs and enſlave em. Hereupon the Gy 
and all thoſe of his Faction, with mighty Acely 
tions ſaluted him Emperor, in which they were 
low'd by the People, who are apt in all popular 


t 


iven em. 

When this abominable Paricide was diſcover 
the Princes, they for the preſent deferr'd the En 
prize of the Holy Land, and reſolv'd to turn t 
Arms againſt the Uſurper, as well to revenge thel 
rible Murder committed upon the Perſon of himt 


Conſtantinople, a thing the moſt neceſſary ſor the; 
queſt of the Holy-Land, as had been too eviden 
all the other Cruſades; fo that the War began 
more both by Sea and Land. : 
The Tyrant, who had been bred a Soldier, 
knew his Safety entirely depended upon a vig( 


it, Notwithſtanding which the Princes, who 
not much concern'd at his Preparations, reſolvd 
on a general Aſſault, which they made on the ej 
of April; and tho', animated by an ardent UL 
which they had, and a certain Hope of taking 
Day the richeſt City in the World, the Soldier 
Miracles upon that Occaſion, yet the Number 
Defendants being infinite in Compariſon of the 
lants, they were forc'd to retreat about three i 
Afternoon, after they had loſt ſeveral brave 

and.'a great many Engines of Battery. Not 


they reſoly'd upon a ſecond Aſſault, congil 
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ll, he French ſhould be intermix'd with the Venetian 
i ay the blame of a Miſcarriage, if any ſhould hap- 


upon one another: Upon Monday therefore, the 
ch of April, they renew'd che Aſſault with great- 


ment Repulſes, ſome Frenchmen planted their En- 
; upon one of the Towers adjoining to a Hill 
ere the Tyrant was poſted, and iſſu'd out his ne- 
ry Orders for the Defence; which when the reſt 
eld, as well they who fought on Shore, as thoſe 
0 were on the Gallies to ſupport em, were ſo a- 
md to ſee themſelves behind-hand, that ſome of 
throwing themſelves with Precipitation aſhore, 
iſt others planted che Ladders againſt the Walls, 
yall mounted in Shoals, and killing thoſe who 
this horrible Diforder made any Reſiſtance, 


quickly made themſelves Mafters of four other 
levers, where they likewiſe planted their victori- 


Enſigns. 


Key, enrag'd to think they ſhould be the laſt in 
ing Conſtantinople, with their Rams broke three of 


wn over the Walls, open d ſome others that were 


ole Army enter'd, and drew up in Order within 
Walls, where they continu'd in a Condition re- 
arly to attack any that ſhould be commanded to 
ole” em; till finding the Tyrant poſted with full 
d into the great Palace, which had one Gate up- 
the Propontis, and that the reſt following that Ex- 
ple ran in a dreadful Diſorder through the Streets 
gain their Houſes, then the Victors overthrew and 
dall they could reach in their firſt Fury, as it is 
al in taking a City by Storm, and made a molt 
adful Slaughter among thoſe miſerable People. 

he Night put a Stop to the Current of this Fury, 


che Princes having ſounded a Retreat — 
7 their 


— 


; by Sea and Land, that ſo the two Nations might 


Vigour, and after many deſperate Attacks and 


Fhilſt this was doing, others, who fought upon 


Gates open, and they who were got into the 


ween the Towers they had taken, ſo that the and talen, 
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and plun- 
der 4 ſor a 
whole Day 
zogether. 


. tack the Princes in their Quarters, yet he made 
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their Men into three Quarters, where they hag: 
ders to fortifie themſelves, not doubting but 
was ſtill ſomething more remaining to be done 
fore they gain'd- the reſt of the City; but ther 
Morning they found all their Precautions u 
ceſſary, for inſtead of being 'encounter'd with 
leaft an hundred thouſand Enemies, as they 
pected, they were met with nothing but Pr 
ſions, which from all Quarters of the City 
before em, bearing the Croſſes, the Banners, 
Images of their Saints, to implore the Clemency 
the Victors. | 
For whilſt the Princes had been diſtributing t 
Forces, as was before obſerv'd, Mutzupble, toll 
ing the Example of the Tyrant Alexius, as wel 
this as his Uſurpation, tho' he at firſt threaten'd to 


eſcape by Night upon a Ship provided for that 
poſe, taking with him the Empreſs Euphroſyns 
old Uſurper's Wife, and her Daughter, the Prin 
Eudoxia, with whom he was ſo deſperately in I 
that he choſe rather to. loſe his Honour and Dig 
than hazard the Loſs of her, whom he was reſoly( 
enjoy, coſt what it would, and for whoſe fake 
abandon'd his lawful Wife. e 
The Princes, ſurpriz d to find Suppliants wheret 
expected Enemies, promis d them their Lives, f 
Honour, their Liberty, and one part of their Eſta 
which they knew by the Laws of War belong d to 
the Conquerors; and having commanded 'em to te 
to their Houſes, they gave the Soldiers the Plunde 
the City for that Day, but with a ſtri& Charge 
ſhed no Blood, and to preſerve che Honour of the 
men; they alſo commanded 'em to bring all they 
into common Repoſitories, to the end a. juſt Di 
bution might be made, according to the Metin 
Quality of every Perſon. | | 
From hence we may judge of the mighty RK 
of chis Imperial City ; for chough the W 


1 
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enough, during the Night after the Aſſault, to 
„ as they did, their moſt valuable Effects, which 
\ afterwards peaceably enjoy d; notwithftanding 
fire muſt needs be ſuppos'd to have conſum'd an 
nite deal of Goods and Treaſure, beſides that the 
zerors, and moſt eminent Perſons of the Empire, 
> had made their eſcape both by Sea and Land, 
carry'd wich them what was moſt. portable and 
jous; without accounting the Moveables, the Sta- 
the Pictures, the Jewels, and other Things of 
cy Value, and that part of the Booty which 
of the Soldiers reſerv'd to themſelves, not- 
ſtanding all the Prohibitions to the contrary, yet 
French had diſtributed among them above four 
dred thouſand Marks in Silver, after the Venetians, 
had half of the Spoils, had receiv'd their Share, 
a fourth Part of the whole had been reſerv'd for 
who ſhould be choſen Emperor; ſo that both the. 
cers and Soldiers, who were before reduc'd to an 
eam Neceſſity of all Things, became that Day 
and in an Inſtant exchang'd their Want for a 
t prodigious Plenty. _ | | 
hus the City of Conſtantinople, the moſt famous in 
Eaſt, the Seat and Glory of the Eaſterm Empire, 
ugh the miſerable Diſſention of the Greeks for 
reignty, fell under the Power of the Latins, 
t hundred ſeventy four Years after the Removal 
e Imperial Seat from Rome thither by Conſtantine 
reat ; ſeven hundred twenty eight after the Fai- 
of the Weſtern Empire in Auguſtulus; four hun- 
and four after the Re-eſtabliſhment of it by 
u the Great; one hundred and fix from the firſt 
dition of the Princes for the Recovery of the 
Land; the twenty fifth of Philip Auguſtus, 
p of France ; and fifth of Tobn, King of England 5 
Dom. 1204. 


CHAP. 


. 


HA. v. 


From the Ex pulſion of the Greek Enperm 
of Conſtantinople, il their Reftoration, 


Containing the Space of Sixty Tears. 


I, H O' the Latin, had in this manner en 
the Greeks, and made themſelves Maſte 
Conſtantinople, yet the Byzantine Empire was 
thereby diſſolv'd, but divided; for Tbeodorm Li 
having eſcap'd during the general Confuſion 1 
drianople, fled afterwards into Bithynia, where he 
joyfu!ly- receiv'd by the Inhabitants, not on 
that Country, but of Phrygia, Miſia, Ionia, and 
dia, from the Windings of the River 4 
Southward to the Euxine Sea. At the fame 
David and Alexius Commeni, the late Tyrant 

- nicuss Grand- Children, ſeizing on the more 
Provinces of Pontus, Galatia, and C 4, 
ded a new Empire, and fix d their Imperia 
at Trapezus, or Trapex ond, Where their Poſterity 
riſh'd, and maintain'd the Honour and Mae 
the Empire in an higher Degree than the 
ſtantinopolitan, themſelves ; till the Time of! 
the laſt Emperor, in whoſe Reign it ws 
liſh'd by Mabomet the Great, who led the 
Prince priſoner to Conſtantinople, where he ws 

elly murder'd. * 
But to return to Conſtantinople, whete the 
ces, after ſome Debates, proceeded to the Ex 
of a new Emperor; for which Purpoſe tue 
lectors had formerly been nam'd, at the ſams 
that they had reſolv'd to beſiege the City, 
which were Venetians, and ſix French. After 
Deliberation the Choice fell upon Baldwin 
Flanders, 2 Prince who had all thoſe admirable 


}, To him the Princes aſſign'd, with the Im- 


a limited Sovereignty over the reſt; after which 
proceeded to a Diviſion and Diſtribution of the 
Lands and Provinces of the Empire: Theſſaly 
ereted into a Kingdom, for Boniface, Marquis 
mtferrat ; the Venetians had the Iſles of the Archi- 
v, great Part of the Peloponneſus, with many Cities 
n the Coaſts of the Helleſpont and Phrygia, toge- 
with the Iſle of Crere, or Candia, which they 
has'd from the Marquis of Momferrat, to whom 
been given by the young Alexius. Liberal Shares 
allotted ro the other Adventurers, proporti- 
ble to the Charges they had been at in the Expe- 


his mighty Alteration in the Conſtantinoplitan Em- 
was attended with ſuch Conſequences as uſually 
mpany all violent Mutations. The Greeks, who 
with Impatience the Latin Yoke, took all Op- 
nities of aſſerting their Liberties; and when 


ented Greeks fled as to a Sanctuary and Refuge, 
the prevailing Power of the Latini. On the 
tide Baldwin, who knew of what Conſequence 
ice ſo conſiderable as chat was would be to him, 
git it proper to reduce it whilſt his Friends 
near to aſſiſt him, and therefore cloſely be- 


ted Foby, the King of that Country, to re- 


readily 


City of Conſtantinople, all the Country of Thrace, 


vin, the new Emperor, had reduc'd all Trace 
pt Adrianople, thither the better ſort of the diſ- 
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« requiſite to an Emperor, which never fail to Baldwin 
it che Eſteem, Veneration, Love and Aﬀections ge 

i; Subjects, and who was accordingly Crown'd lage Ran | 
he Church of Sancta Sophia, with all the Magni- peror of 
ce uſual at the Coronation of the Emperors, and Conſtan- 


the Applauſe and Acclamations of the Lat ins and . — 


- 


A. D. 


1206. 


= 


lit, Thoſe within defended themſelves with Baldwin 
lolution hardly to be equall'd, whilſt others be A» 
tir Nation, who had withdrawn into Bulgaria, diianople, 


em; and Jobn, being aſſiſted by the Scyrhians, - 
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' Fins who had eſcap'd this Fury of the Barbarian 


and is put 
to a cruel 
Death. 


Nicetas. 


The Roman Hiſtory. Vol 
readily embark'd himſelf in their Quarrel. Where 
marching at the Head of a gallant Army to 
Relief, as he approach'd the City he detach'd ab 
of Scythians, who were well acquainted with x 
vice of that Nature, to draw the Emperor, if 
ble, out of his Intrenchments, and by a prets 
Flight intice him into a Place among Wood; 
Mountains, where the King had planted himſelf 
the reſt of his Army in order to entrap him, 
Deſign was attended with the Succeſs defir, 
whole Army was overthrown with a great Slaug 
and Baldwin himſelf taken Priſoner, by whichn 
the City was reliev'd : But the Bulgarians, after 
Victory, greedily purſu'd their good Fortune, 
with an inhuman Barbarity over-ran all the 
Country, layingall the wealthy Cities of races 
and deſolate, except Adrianople and Didymutli 
which were valiantly defended by the Greeks and 


dangerous it is for a People, even in the laſt 
tremity, to call Foreigners into their Aſſiſ 
who uſually pay themſelves for their Service a 
Expence of thoſe they have preſerv'd : As for 
unhappy Emperor himſelf, he was ſent boun 
Ternova, or Ernoe, the Capital of Bulgaria, u 
ſhortly after, having his Hands and Feet firſt eu 
by the King's Command, he was thrown ial 
Valley, where he lay in exceſſive Miſery fort 
Days cogether, at the End of which he dy'd, and 
devour'd by the Wild Beaſts and Birds of Prey. 
This was the unhappy End of Baldwin, tht 
Emperor of the Latins in Conſtantinople, whole k 
was not more ſhort and troubleſom, than his l 
was cruel, and beyond all Imagination terrible. 
was a Prince whom the Greek Hiſtorian himlſell 
we may imagine was not over partial to his Mel 
allows to have been of an exemplary Piety to 
God, of admirable Charity and Goodneſs toi 
his Subjects, eſpecially the poor and miſerabi 
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at Lover of Juſtice, and ſo nicely Chaſte, that as 
never beſtow'd any amorous Glances upon any 
et Woman but his ow Wife, fo did he forbid, by 
lick Proclamation twice every Week, thoſe who 
Jin any manner violated the Laws of Chaſtity to 
ninue in his Court. His extraordinary Tempe- 
ce had ſo well manag' d his Conſtitution, that he 
able with great Chearfulneſs to ſupport all the 
oues of War, and Ineonveniences of Life. 

the mean time Laſcaris found it no eaſie matter 
atle and ſecure himſelf in his new Empire at Nice; 
us long before the People would allow him the 
rerial Title, and even after he was declar'd Em- 
r, he found many of his own: Nation who pre- 
fed as juſt a Right to that Dignity, and endea- 
rd to deprive him of it; tho' none appear d more 
gerous than his own Pather-in-Law, the late U- 
er Alexius : Who Having, ſhortly after the Redu- 
nof Conſtantinople, been taken Priſoner by Bon face, 
ſent him under a ſtrong Guard into Montferrat, 
d Means to eſcape from thence, and paſſing over 
Ai, the perfidions Dotard ſtirr'd up the Turks 
nit the new Emperor, tho he had marry'd his 
| Daughter; and the Turks, pretending what 
did was in Vindication of Alexiur the righeful 
error, grievouſly infeſted the Territories of this 
Empire, and added ſeveral Places of great 
gth to their own Dominions. Whereupon the 
ror march'd! at the Head of two thouſand 
the moſt he was able in that Exigence to raiſe, 
e Relief of Antioch upon the Mannder, which 
ling upon that great River, the Boundary of his 
Ire, would open a Way for the Turks into the 
ft of his Dominions, ſhould he ſuffer it to fall in- 
tir Hands. In a Battel which was here fought be- 
n'em, Fathatines, the Sultan of ſconium, was 
by the Emperor's own Hand, as ſome have writ- 
and Alexius was taken and clapp'd up into a Mo- 
y, where he w Tims to reflect on the _ 
855 . i 
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ries with which he had involy'd his Country, an 
finiſh his Life in Repentance. 
Laſcaris, having thus overthrown the Turks, « 
cluded a Peace with them, and had timè to ſettle 
State, and ſecure his Dominions againſt Ham, 
Brother of the late Emperor Baldwin, and his Sue 
ſor at Conſtantinople. The War was continu'd beta 
em with various Succeſs for ſeveral Years, being hi 
Princes of great Courage and Sagacity, as indeed 
State of both their Empires ſeem'd at -that time p 
cularly to require. | wy 
For during the Confuſions which immediately 
ſu'd the Loſs of Conſtantinople, ſeveral Prince 
the Imperial Family erected to themſelves index 
dant Principalities, where they exercis'd a 8 
reign Power, and treated not only the Latin, 
the Greeks as their Enemies, who would not 
knowledge their Subjection; by which means 
miſerable Nation, being divided in it ſelf, ws 
leſs able to oppoſe the Latins, who confirm'd th 
ſelves in their Dominion under the Adminiſtra 
of this Emperor Henry, and oblig'd Laſcaris at 
to own their Authority, and conclude a Pt 
with them. | 
Nor was Laſcaris the only Enemy Henry had to 
tend with during his Reign; for Michael Angel 
Prince nearly related to the late Emperors, ha 
ſeiz d on e£tolia and Epirus, of which he dec 
himſelf Deſpot, was ſucceeded by his Brother 7 
rus, who was g Man of great Deſigns, and impati 
bore the Domination of the Latins,with whom hed 
ſtantly warr'd, and took ſeveral Towns from es 
that Side, which he added to his own Dominidl 
Henry tb This War continu'd during the whole Reign d 
2eror, em. Emperor, who was at that time buſy'd with I 
baraſr'd in of the greateſt Importance at home. The Latin 
his Affairs. ving made themſelves Maſters of Conſtantinohh 
not only declare Baldwin Emperor, but prompm' 
Thomas Moreſini, a Venetian to the Fa { (bt 


— - 
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ation being ſhortly after authoriz'd by Pope 
mt, the Greek Church was by that means re- 
ed ro the Latin; but this was done ſo much a- 
it the Inclination of the Greek Eccleſiaſticks, that 
omitted no Opportunity of declating how far 
were from complying with it; and when Pelagi- 
25 ſent from Rome to receive their Submiſſion in 
Pope's Name, they oppos'd him ſo reſolutely, 
the angry Legate caus'd ſeveral of em to be 
pd up in Priſon, which threw all Conſtantinople in- 

n Uproar. The Monks in a Remonſtrance to 
told him, That in Things Temporal they bad wil- 

| ſubjefted themſelves to him, and were ready to obey 

« but in Things Spiritual they bad a Sovereign Pontiff 
heir own, who exatted their Obedience, and for that 

m they could not ſubmit themſelves to the Biſhop of 
ne. Henry was naturally of a pacifick Temper, 
was unwilling to oppreſs thoſe whom by his 

ce he was bound to protect; ſo that, tho' he had 

t Veneration for the Pope's Authority, yet he 

e rather at preſent to oppoſe the Legate, than 
the Hazard of a popular Inſurrection; where- 
he releas'd ſuch as had been committed, which 
as d the Tumult, but could not put an end to 
N and Diviſions that continu'd for a long 
alter. |; 

the mean time Laſcaris, having concluded a 

e as is before obſerv'd, with the Latin Emperor 
mbantinople, not only fortify'd his chief Cities 
ilt the Invaſion of his Enemies, as well Turks as 

„ but endeavour'd to ſecure himſelf by ſuch 
ances as he thought would prove molt ſervice- 

to the preſent Face of his Affairs. He had three 
phters by his firſt Wife Ann, one of which he 
marry'd to the King of Hungary, and Irene, who Ia carte 
the Eldeſt, having bury'd her firſt Husband An- appoines hir 
es Pal zologus, was now marry'd to John Ducas, Succeſſor, 
md Batatza, or Vataces, a Man of great Autho- John 


and no leſs Merit in his Court, whom he de- — Vas 


2 2 ſign d 
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ſign d for his Succeſfor ; for tho he had a Son hy} 
ſecond Wife, who was an Armenian by Birth, ye 
being an Infant was judg'd unable to fit at the He 
of State in ſuch Times of Danger, and that whent 
Empire it ſelf was in its Infancy. | 
After this we meet with little memorable dur 
the Reign of this Emperor, but we ought not 
conclude it till we have given the Reader a brief} 
count of the Fortunes of the Latin Princes, t 
reign din his Time in Conſtantinople. To Baldwin,t 
firſt of thoſe Emperors, ſucceeded Henry of Heim 
as has been before obſerv'd, who maintain'd the 
pire with great Glory and Succeſs for ten Years to 
ther, and dy'd a Conqueror; after his Death, 
of Auxerre, who had marry'd his Siſter, and-ſignali 
himſelf upon ſeveral extraordinary Occaſions, | 
unanimouſly choſen to ſucceed him. This Prince 
riving at Rome in his Way to Conſtanti was 
lemnly crown'd there, together with his Wite, 
Pope Honorius III. in the Beginning of April, An. 12 
and having ſent his Wife and Children before hin 
Sea, he enter'd into a Treaty with the Venetian, 
ſuant to which he march'd by the Way of Theſſoh 
irus, and laid Siege to Dyrrachium, which wast 
in the Poſſeſſion of Theodorus Commenus, Prince 
Epire, and in whoſe Behalf it was vigorouſly defend 
by the Garriſon that was in it. So that being ſo 
to raiſe the Siege, he came to an Agreement 
Theodorus, who promis d him a ſafe Paſſage to ( 
Peter, the ſtantinople, but ſet ſuddenly upon him in Mac 
Latin E. took him and the Principal Officers of his Court! 
7, Baby ſoners, and put him to Death in the Year follovi 
Theodo- The Greek Writers, who are partial to their Coum 
rus Com- men, vary from this Account in ſome Particulars, 
nenus. tell us that he was ſlain in an Engagement, and 
deavour by that means to vindicate Theodorns Mi 
the Treachery imputed to him by the Latin, 
however ſeem to have a better Authority for 
they have written. | 
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The Affairs of the Larins in Conftantinople became 
embaraſs d by the untimely Death of chis Prince, 
it Philip, Count of Namour, his eldeſt Son, refus d 
Succeflion ; fo that Robert of Courtnay, his ſecond 
n, was in a manner courted to accept of the Im- 
al Purple, and had the Misfortune to ſee the 
pire miſerably diſmember'd in his Time, loſing 
atever his Predeceſſors had been Maſters of on 
other ſide the Boſphorus and Helleſpent to Fobn Da- 
Batatza, of whom mention has been made al- 
dy, and who ſucceeded Theodorus Laſcaris at 


k. 
iſcars had govern'd that Part of the Empire the 
ts retain'd in Aſia with great Succeſs for eigh- 
n Years together, during which he acquitted him- 
with great Repntation in all thoſe Difficulties 
ich uſually attend new States ſurrounded with 
ent Enemies. He had frequent and ſignal Ad- 
rages over the Turks, the Latim, and Bulgarians, 
which he exceedingly ſtrengthen'd the Empire, 
Ich he may in a gteat meaſure be ſaid to have 
nded. This made him univerſally belov'd by his 
ects, who, in Imitation of their Prince, profi- 
in the School of Adverſity, and attempted not 
to recover the Dominions of their Anceſtors, 
to revive their Glory and Military Diſcipline. 
re his Death he took care to leave ſuch a Succeſ- 
behind him, as might be able to preſerve the Re- 
es of the old Roman Empire, by him collected 
one Body, and for that reaſon put by not only 
den Son, but his two Brothers, Alexia and Jaac, 
ein preferring the publick Weal before his own 
te Affections, or the aggrandizing of his Fami- 
As he was a Man of many Virtues, fo was he 
ect to ſome Vices ; being fiery and Impatient, 
woſt abominably addicted to the Love of Wo- 
His Liberality and Expences exceeded in the 
me of his narrow Eftate, which made him fre- 


tly oppreſs his Subjects with heavy Taxations 5 
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who obſerving in how higher a degree their Ne 
bours on every fide. were haraſs d and impoveril 

ſubmitted chearfully, and oftentimes ſupply'd i 
with their voluntary Contributions. He dy'd be 
he was full forty eight Years of Age, and after 
had reign'd about eighteen, in the firſt of 5. 
Emperor of the Latins in Conſtantinople, the tenth 
Frederick Emperor of Germany, and fifth of He 
King of England, A. D. 1221. | 

Laſcaris being dead, Foby Ducas was crown 
the Hands of Manuel, Patriarch of the Greek Ch 
at Nice: Being a Man of Spirit, flow in reſohj 
but indefatigable in the Execution of what he 
once reſolv'd, the Eyes and Expectations of all 
Subjects were fix'd upon him; and upon Experie 
they found, that the Erection of their new Em 
was owing to the Activity of Laſcaris, but to ſug 
it requir'd the deliberate Care, Prudence, and Cite 
ſpection of his Succeſior Ducas. 
This new Emperor, immediately after his Con 
tion, began to enquire into the State of his! 
and beheld with Regret the narrow Limits 0 
Empire, which he prepar'd with great Indufſi 
enlarge, he rais'd new Levies, augmented his 
ons, and invited ſuck Officers into his Service 4 
judg'd would be of uſe to him. Having no | 
Deſign in view than the Recovery of Conſtani 
it ſelf, and whatever the Latins held in Gre 
Thrace, which he knew could not be done witbe 
powerful Navy, he built a great Number of G 
Jobn Du- in the ſeveral Ports of 4fia, and Mann'd out ail 
eas bis Sc. Fleet, with which in the Courſe of his Wars hel 
cſs again in moſt of the Iſlands in the &Egean Sea, and pi 
the Latins, the Helleſpont he invaded the Cher/on;ſe, and after 
pierc d up even to the Gates of Conſtantinople, il 
great Terror of the Latins, who gave an un 
Beginning to the War themſelves : For Alexin 
Jaac, the late Emperor's Brothers, offended u 
Preference of Fob, withdrew to Conſtantinople, x 
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ly earneſtly ſollicited Aid from the Latins againſt 
n, whom they conſider'd as no other than an U- 
per. Robert, the Latin Emperor, readily under- 
k their Protection, and having rais'd a formidable 
my, committed it to their Conduct: In the mean 
ne Fobn, who had been inform'd of their Deſigns, 


2 Place call'd Poemanenum, got the Advantage after 
ong and bloody Diſpute, cut off the Flower of the 
my, and took the two Brethren Priſoners, who 
ly after loſt their Eyes by his Command. The Loſs 
this Victory prov'd a great Stroke to the Affairs 
the Latins in the Eaſt, as on the other hand it 
d to exhilerate and revive che afflicted Greeks, 
o receivd new Courage from this 'Succels , 
| conſider'd it as a Pledge of their future Proſ- 
ties. 


ne time been equally terrible both to the Latin 
| Greeks, was ſo touch'd with the Reputation of 
| Prince's Exploits, 


, the Emperor's Son, which was readily embra- 
by Fobn; for he knew of what Conſequence the 
ance of ſo powerful a Prince would be, who 

erwiſe was able effectually to ſtop him in the 

re of his Victories, and affiſt his Enemies againſt 

; ſo that the Matter was quickly concluded, and 

Nuptials celebrated with great Solemnity, tho 

her the Bride or Bridegroom were at that time 

1 above ten Years of Age. 


en the two Crowns. The Sultan was at this 
 prievouſly ſtraitn'd by the Tartars, who having 
en the Turks out of Perſia, and the more Eaſtern 
inces, began now to preſs hard upon em in the 


4a; and the Sultan fearing leſt he ſhould be 
a; Z 4 n aſſaulted 


epar d for their Reception, and engaging with em 


(ſan, or Axen, the King of Bulgaria, who had for 2 marries 

is Som to 
the King of 
Bulgaria's 
that he made 4 voluntary — 


kr of his Daughter Helena in Marriage to Theo- 


his Advantageous Alliance was no ſooner eſta- 4nd com. 
cludes 4 


d, but the Sultan of 7conium ſent his Ambaſſa- „ 6 
Sto Nice, to confirm and 2 the Truce be- % Turks, 
[1 N 


| 
= 
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aſſaulted by the Greeks at a time when all his got 
were. oppos'd to ſo potent an Enemy, - earnef 
courted the Emperor to a Peace; to which. Jy 
upon weighty Conſiderations, readily inclin d: F 
he not only knew how difficult it would be for hill 
to cantend with the Turks in Aſia, at the ſame m 
that he was engag' d with the Latins in Europe, | 
he was alſo willing to preſerve the farmer, asa B 
rier to his Dominions, againſt the more prevail 

Theodore Power of the Tartars. 2 1 

Prince 'of About this Time, whilſt the Emperor Jobs Du 

Epire,pre/= diſtreſs'd the Latin: on One fide, Theodorus Comme 

Jes hard Prince or Deſpot of Epire, preſs'd em with equal 

wpon the gour and Succeß on the other. He took from e 

Latin Nl Theſſaly, and Thrace, and ſo far enlarg d his Don 

nians, that diſdaining a more moderate Title, Wir 
aſſum'd that of Emperor, and was crown'd by 
Hands of Demetrius, Arch- Biſpop of Bulgeria, vi um 
which both the Pope and the Greek Patriarch we 
highly offended, whilſt Vataces rather ſilently pe e 
mitted, than approv'd or condemn'd what bad be 
done. But Theadorus his Succeſs had tranſported Heri 
beyond all Prudence and Moderation, and tende t 
bim ſo arrogant and preſumptuous, that the be 
lately concluded a perpetual Peace with Jon, t 
Son of Azen, King of Bulgaria, and marry'd his! 
ther Manuel to that Prince's Daughter, yet this t 
leſs, haughty, imperious Spirit, impatient of Reſlra 
broke through all, and in Defiance of the Peace la 
ly confirm'd, declar d War againſt Joby, whom 
conſider'd as a petty Prince, unable to oppole ſo 
nown'd a Conqueror. Having rais'd a powerful 
my, conſiſting of Latin, as well as Greeks, he eme 
but is over» Bulgaria, where be receiv'd an entire Defeat, Joi 
thrown and moſt experienc'd Officers of his Army, and was hi lle 

— ſelf taken Priſoner by the Conqueror, who orde 

tans, him to be blinded, as a juſt Re ward for his Perf 

bY ouſneſs and Ambition. Feed + Jo 
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by this time the Emperor Jobn Vataces hal ſo ef- 
zually weaken d the Latius, during the Reign of 
vr unactive Prince Robert, that they were glad to 
for a Peace, which upon advantageous Condi- 
ns was granted em; and the Subjects of the Em- 
de being now deliver'd from a long and bloody 
ir, continu d for ſeveral Years, ſometimes with the 
le, at others with the Chriſtians, apply'd them- 
es with great Induſtry to the fruitful Arts of 
ace, in which the Emperor himſelf became a moſt 
markable Example, and earneſtly encourag'd all 
Subjects to follow it. He not only ſupply'd his Ie Ee 
in Houſhold with che Fruits of his Husbandry, but T P. 
iy reliev'd the Poor, and ſtock'd great Store-houſes 
th the Overplus. From him this commendable In- 
try deriv'd it ſelf, as from à Fountain to the reſt, 
that in a few Years every Granery was ſtor'd with 
m, every Cellar fall'd with Wine, and a general 
ny ſtin d chronghout the Land ; and this at a 
ne when the Turks were pinch'd with a grievous Fa- 
de, who therefore had Recourſe to the Emperor's \ 
uritories for Proviſions, which they purchas d at 
atever Price the Chriſtians thought fic to demand 
em; this in a ſhort time fill d the Countrymen's 
buſes with the Wealth of the Twrks, and ſtor d the 
weror's Coffers with their Treaſure, for they were 
cd in that Extremicy to part not only with their 
Id and Silver, but their Jewels, and whatever elſe 
ty had of a more precious Value. And it is not 2 
ter the leaſt remarkable during this Emperor's 
in, that ſo much Money was collected in a 
ut time by the Sale of Eggs, as ſerv'd ro make 
e Empreſs an Imperial Crown of Gold adorn'd 
Oriental Pearl and Jewels of an ineſtimable 
ve. Ty | A. D. 
About this time dy d Robert, Emperor of the Latins 1228. 
un} antinople, after an unfortunate. Reign of Seven Robert, | 
ars, during which he ſaw his Countrymen weaken'd — 
U diſtreſsd more than ever they had been before. q,,t;no. 
E | . ple, dies. 


z 
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He dy'd in Achaia, as he was returning from x 
where he had been to be Crown'd in a more ſole 
manner by the Pope, as ſome have written; 
| others ſay his Buſineſs there was to complain « 
barbs» barbarous Outrage committed upon his beautiful 
| rage em® contracted formerly, but had deſerted him at 
witted up- 2 4 
en the Per- Inſtigation of her Mother, who was charmed 
fon of the the Honour of the Imperial Bed: For this Rea 
Empreſs. the incens d Lover cut off her Noſe and Ears, 
threw her ambitious Mother into the Sea. Tho't 
Account be true in Subſtance, yet tis moſt pre 
ble chis Barbarity was committed during the / 
ſence of the Emperor, whoſe Power and Author 
had he been preſent, might have been ſufficient im 
have protected the unhappy Princeſs from fo 
human a Treatment. However it were, the $ 
of it ſtruck ſo deep into his Mind, that it haſten'd 
Death, and left the Burgundian to triumph unpunil 
in his bloody Revenge. | 

Baldwin Robert being dead, Baldwin, the ſecond that 
II. ſacccad . Name, ſucceeded him being his Son, as moſt of 
Latin Writters will have it, or rather his Broth 
as we learn from more Authentick Accounts. 
Prince was, at Robert's Death, no more than eig 
Years of Age, for which Reaſon 'twas judg'd i 
ceſſary to marry him to ſome Lady, an Alliar 
with whoſe Family might prove a Support to 

tender Years and the declining Empire. 
From the time that the Latins had driven the G 
out of Conſtantinople, an Emulation and Enmity 
been preſery'd between the two Imperial Families 
Nice and Trabezond, which animated 'em to fo hig 
degree, that nothing but the common Fear they 
of the Latins reſtrain'd 'em from open Acts of Ho 
lity ; ſo that upon this Occaſion Comnenus, the E 
peror of Trabezond, earneſtly deſir'd to marry 
Daughter to Baldwin, promiſing no leſs than 
utter Ruin of Jobn Vataces from ſuch an A 


ip. V. Cv. I. Duc. Ni. Bald. ll cat. 347 


is Offer had undoubtedly been embrac'd by thoſe 
Cnſtantinople, had they nor ſtill, upon good Grounds, 
ruſted the Sincerity of the Greeks : This Conſi- 
nation made em reject the Propoſal, and incline 
John de Brienne, at that time General of the Pope's 
mies in the Weſt, whoſe Eldeſt Daughter Folante 
xd been formerly marry'd to Frederick, the Weſtern + 
nperor, who depriv'd him of the Kingdom of Feru- 
m, to which he had been advanc' in Right of 
b Wife Mary, Daughter of Habella the former Queen. 
n was at that time, according to the Greek Writers, 
r eighty Years of Age, of an eſtabliſh'd Reputa- 
n in Arms, being eſteem'd one of the greateſt Cap- 
ins in his Time, and an exact Obſerver of his Word. 
im the Lords at Conſtantinople ſent to deſire of the 
vpe for their Emperor, aſſuring him that after his 
kath the Succeſſion ſhould return to Baldwin, who 
sto marry the Princeſs Mary, or Martha, his 
wghter, whom he had by his ſecond Wife Beren- 
via, the Daughter of Alphonſo King of Caſtile. By 
is means Fohn, whoſe extraordinary Merits. had John de 
id him firſt to the Royalty from a private State, Brienne 
dat length advanc'd him to the Imperial Dignity, 22 
s receiv'd with great Solemnity at Conſtantinople : ſtantino- 
me ſay he declin'd the Name of Emperor, con- ple. 
ning himſelf with that of Cæſar, and Guardian of 
Empire; however, ſince he acted with an Im- 
rial Authority, he is by ſome added to the Cata- 
zue of their Emperors. 
Whilſt Fobn de Brienne was applying himſelf in ſome 
raſure to re-eſtabliſh the Affairs of his miſerable 
pire, the Greek Emperor, in Conjunction with 
in Axen, King of Bulgaria, exceedingly haraſs'd 
c Latins, and having recover'd ſeveral Towns from 
e Venetians, as well as the French, they fell with 
eir confederated Forces upon John, who behav'd 
mlelf with a Courage and Magnanimity equal to 
former Reputation, but was not attended with 
ulual Succeſs. At firſt Fortune ſeem'd to counte- 
Nance 
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of Conftaminople, when he was attack d with two 


A. D. 
1237. 


wheres he 
dig,. 


the continu'd Wars with thoſe two Princes had 


- 
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nance his Labours, for with an handful of Men, 
overthrew a powerful Army, which had laid « 
Siege eo Conft .mtinople both by Sea and Land; 


2 


time ſo weaken'd and diminiſh'd his Forces, that 
had no more left than were neceſſary for the Defer 


tent Armies on both Sides, which oblig'd him 
ſhut himſelf up in the Imperial City, and ſend 
young Emperor Baldwin to ſollicit in Perſon Af 
ance from the Pope, and the Princes in the W 
which was at this time miſerably diſtracted by di 
rent Factions, eſpecially by. the Guelpb: and the Gut 
who laid waſte all the Provinces, and, to fatiate t 
Revenge, bury'd one another under the Ruins of t 
miſerable Country. 

This made Ba/dwin meet with many Difficulties 
his Negotiation, which he zealouſly purſu'd in R. 
in Fance, and England; but Fobs, his Father-in-L: 
dy'd during theſe Tranſactions at Conſtantinople, al 
he had receiv'd the Satisfaction of ſeeing his Ene 
defeated by the YVenetians, and when he had gove 
as Adminiſtrator of the Empire ſeven Years, accord 
to ſome, tho' others make it ten, and ſome extend 
even to twenty. The Loſs of. this Great Man wo 
without doubt have prov'd fatal to the Lazins in 
ftantinople, had not ſome unhappy Diviſions interri 
ted the Friendſhip that had been confirm'd betwi 
Vataces and Azen, who, in defiance of all former Oa 
and Obligations, cunningly recover'd his Daug 
he had marry'd to the Emperor's Son, and confede 
ted himſelf againſt him with the Latins ; which pre 
of ill Conſequence to Yataces his Affairs, and wo 
in all probability have recover'd from the Greek 
they held in Europe, and ſhaken their Empire it 
in Aſa, if ſome unfortunate Attempts had not alar 
the Conſcience of the unconſtant Azen, and rect 
cil'd him to his former Engagements, es 


| Sho 


gortly after this, Axen, having loſt his former 
e, who was an Hungarian by Birth, marry'd Irene, 
Daughter of Theodorus Angelus, who had formerly 
pd the Imperial Honours, and having been over- 
wn by Axen, loſt his Eyes by his Order, as we 
wd before, and was now kept in honourable 
traine. This unexpected and advantageous Alli- 
z produc'd a wonderful Alteration in his Fortune, 
{zen not only releas d him, but aſſiſted him in the 
xovery. of Theſſalonica, and all the adjacent Territo- 
; out of which he drove his Brother Manuel, who 
lgovern'd' for ſome time with an independent Au- 
icy in thoſe Parts. Being by theſe Means in a 
at meaſure reſtor d to his former Power, the blind 
nce declin'd the Imperial Title himſelf, but con- 
d it. on his Son Jobn, whom he caus'd to be ac- 
wiedg'd! and honour'd as Emperor. 

he Emperor Fobn Vataces beheld: theſe TranſaQi- 
with a jealous Eye, but foraſmuch as Theedorus 
ſupported by the King of Bulgaria, who was like- 
his Allie, he thought he could not at preſent 
nt it as he ought, and therefore deferr'd it to a 
: favourable Opportunity, which ſhortly after 
preſented him: For Asen dying, left the King- 
1 of Bulgaria to Callimanus, a Son by his former 
|, who being but a Boy was eaſily perſuaded by 
e of his Court, who were Vataces his Penſioners, 
renew. the Alliance with the Emperor, and to ſit 
whilſt he ſaw Vataces ſtrip Theodorus's Son of thoſe 
urs with which his Father had inveſted him. 
a wonderful Dexterity he prevail'd' with Theodorus 
bandon his own Son, and having engag'd the 
lang, Who not long before had pierc'd through 
ria and ſeteled themſelves in Macedon, to eſpouſe 
Quarrel; he paſt over into Thrace, where he re- 
rd ſuch Towns as were in the Poſſeſſion of the 
Emperor, and forc'd him to abjure his Title, 
de contented with that of Deſpot. 


By 
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Vataces 
die.. 


His Chas 
racter. 
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By theſe Means Vataces recover'd ſeveral Places Wi 
great Conſequence, and enlarg'd his Dominion 
thoſe Parts; and the young King of Bulgaria dyj 
ſhortly after, he extended his Conqueſts yet farth 
and grew almoſt as powerful in Europe,as he was in 4 
The reſt of this active Emperor's Reign was ſpe 
in the Settlement of his new Conqueſts, and in f 
quent Expeditions againft thoſe, who having or 
own'd his Authority perfidiouſly renounc'd it, 
took up Arms againſt him; in which he was attend 
with his uſual Succeſs, ſeldom or never attempting 
ny thing which he did not effect. At length, bei 
full of Years, as well as Honours, he paid the 
Debt to Nature, after a glorious Reign of thi 
three Years, and when he had liv'd upwards of f 
leaving the Character of a great Soldier, a-vigil 
Prince, and conſummate Stateſman, behind him, 
appears by his frequent Victories and ſucceſsful 
gotiations. Tis obſervable of him, that in the! 
ginning of his Reign he was affable, and eaſie 
Acceſs ; but having been once alarm'd by a Con 
racy form'd againſt him, he grew more difficult : 
reſerv'd, to which he was inſtigated by Irene the 
preſs, a Woman of a Temper manly and imperio 
Tho' he was an indulgent Maſter, yet was hem 
liberal to Strangers and Ambaſſadors than his 0 
Subjects and Servants, as deſiring to be renown 
his Magnificence abroad rather than at home. 
ter the Death of Irene, who dy'd ſeveral Years bei : 
him, he marry'd Ann, the King of Sicily's Siſter, 
had in her Service a Lady of an uncommon Bea 
call'd Marceſina, with whoſe Love the Emperor g 
ſo much enſnar'd, that ſhe became abſolute in 
Affections. Whilſt he was in the Poſſeſſion of t 
Dotage, the fair Favourite reign'd with almoſt an! 
limited Authority, equalling the Empreſs in 8 
and Magniticence, and by far exceeding her in 
Followers and Attendants ; till ſtraining her Po 
too far, the aged Emperor at length became aſhaJſ 


* 
- 
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isFolly, and his Miſtreſs fell into Diſgrace. Va- 
,dy'd in the twenty eighth Year of Baldwin II. 
wentieth of Lewis IX. King of Fance, and thir- 
eighth of ' Henry III. King of England, 4. D. 


15 Ducas Vataces being dead, his Son Theodorus Theodo- 
ru, who was about thirty three Years of Age, ius La- 
reeded him in the Empire. The Beginning of this ſcaris II. 
ces Reign was remarkable for the Treaty renew'd 
end been him and the Sultan of Iconium ; to which he 
e readily inclin'd, becauſe he was inform'd that 
fcother-in-Law, the King of Bulgaria, and AAi- 
| Angelus the Deſpot, hearing of his Father's 


thiWith, had rais'd new Troubles in Macedonia, and 
ul e, not without Hope at length of joining what 
gig Emperor held in Europe to their own Territories. 
Im, 


reupon having firſt provided for the Security of 
Affairs in Aſia, he pabsd the Helleſpont with a pow- 

Army, and acted with ſo much Courage and. 

eſs, that thoſe Princes were glad to accept of a 

e upon his own Terms, and reſtore whatever 

had taken from him. Whilſt he lay at 7heſ/alo- Michael 
he receiv'd Letters from Nice, informing him mee 

WW Michael Paleologus, whom he had left for his $700" 
utenant in Aa during his Abſence , had ſe- 2% Tuiks. 
y withdrawn to the Turks; with which he was 

more concern'd, becauſe he knew Michael was a 

of great Intereſt and Authority, being deſcended 

no leſs than five Imperial Families, and well 

din the Arts both of Peace and War. 


eau bilſt the Emperor was dreading the Conſequen- 
prot ſuch a Revolt, he was inform'd that Michael 
in declar'd that what he did proceeded not from a- 
f iſaffection to the Emperor, or III-will towards 


2n but that he had devoted himſelf to a voluntary 
le, to avoid thoſe Dangers with which he was 
eaten d by the implacable Malice of his Ene- 
„ who filld the Emperor's Ears with odious 
Mplaints againſt him, and render'd him ſuſpected 
WU Maſter, 230 | Palæo- 
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© Pal zologus was receiv'd with an hearty Welcome 
the Turks at Iconium, where he found tlie Sultan 
ſy'd'in his Preparations againft the Tartars, who 
ving driven the Turks out of Perſia, purſu d their] 
tune, and by their continual Incurſions haraſs d i 
Territories in the leffer Aſia, lying now witha ſt 
dable Army at Axara, a Town not fat from Tj 
Paleologus had the Command of ſuch Greeks-as had 
ter'd into the Sultan's Pay, with whick-he-did 
Service in the Battel that was foughe ſhortly af 
that the Tiriars. had been abſolutely. defeated; i 
Turkiſh Officer, who. had à principal Command 
the Army, and was nearly related to the Sultan, 
not revolted in the Heat of the Action, and tui 
the Fortune of the Day. After this the Tarrurtt 
up and down without Control, plundering and 
ſtroying all the Provinces belonging to the 7 
whilſt no one had the Strength or Courage t 
- pofe em. In this Extremity the Sultan fled for 
to Theodorus the, Emperor, who granted him ſuel d 
| plies as he could well ſpare; notwithffanding 

The Turks the Tartars ſtill. prevait'd'in all Parts, till at len 
tributary they forc'd the Turks to accept of a diſflonout 
to the Tar- Peace, and become Tributaries to m. 
_ Palzologus had acquird ſo extraordinary # Re 
tation in theſe Wars, that the Emperor earneſtly 
ſir'd'to recover ſo deſerving a Servant, and b 
palæolo- And” gracious Letters, attended with moſt 
gus r- Promiſes for his Security, invited him home. Wh 
cad d home. upon Palæologus, having firſt taken an Oarh of C 
dience and Fidelity to the Emperor and his 
and oblig'd himſelf never to aſpire after the . 
pire, or encourage any Innovations, return d: 
great Joy home, where he was reſtor'd to the 
peror's Favour, and all his former Honours and 
ployments. * 
Theedorus had grear reaſon to exact that Oath i 
Palzologus, whofe Ambition was almoſt equal te 
Intereſt he had in the Empire; The n 
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clin'd daily in his Health, and his Son was not then 

; Years of Age, which were Temptations ſufficient 

ptry the Temper of a Man lefs aſpiring than Paleo- 

, Who made it appear ſhortly after how difficult 

is for Men to be reſtrain'd by Oaths, tho never 

ſolemgly made, when they oppoſe them in their 

ir{uic to Empire. 44 

The Emperor, perceiving that Death approach'd, 

commended the Care of the young Prince his Son, 

4 of, the Empire, to his chief Favourite Muz,alo, 

d 4r(enius the 0 z. exacting at the ſame 

ne ont Oath; of Fidelity from the Nobility and 
fincipal Officers in his 7 — ñꝛ When this was done, 7h: Enpe- 

tur wy full of Prophetick Fears. of what follow*d 1 

wards; when he had reign'd not three Leats 

npleat, according to ſome, or as others will have 

upwards of four. time before his Death 

took the Monaltic it, diſpos d great Sunis 

Money to the Poor, * ſincerely apply d him- 

to Acts of Devo His Death was uſher 1 

by a remarkable. ſe of the Sun, which was 

10 at Neon Day. He 


me 
* 


en gr<at that Stars appear 
It; e in the thirty bs f Lewis 1X. ing o 'Frankt, FRE 
* of : Henry 1 5 „King ir Len A. D. — 


a by bis. Prudence can foreſee, what iis Michael | 

1 <> wer — all bis Care to prevent. 7hzods- 1 

before his Death, 15 that Proviſion or the | 

ty of his Son and che State, as became A = 1 

lan Emperor, but the Will of God Was other 

all his Precautions were in effectual. | 

luzalo, one pf. che yo ung Prince 1. WP is 

eG of "rom fa . 5 having been . 1 

| — 8 uth With the late mperor, * Muszlo, 
- 1 5 that he did nothii 4 7 _ 

bout 15 aithful Favourite, W 


26i las a ready Miniſter Brine 

2 di ver rince, 

a Dis che peter 58 the ' the Nb 

gets. This 11 Los y 
e Ni Tru rut 


0 
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to a private Life, and wichdraw himſelf from 


to their Envy and Diſcontents was 


This kindled in em an irreconcileable Hatred to! 


tented Nobility ; whom therefore having ſummo 


pos'd 'em at firft with great Reſolution ; but v 


fer'd himſelf to be:confirm'd in his Charge, every 
ſwearing to defend and obey the young 'Emperaip 


had ſworn, and reſolv'd upon the Death of —— | 
they had juſt before declar' d Protector of che 


The Roman Ef. Vol 
Truſt the Emperor had repos d in him, was how 
envy'd by the Nobility, who preſuming upon their h 
Birth, thought the Care and Tuition of the 50 
Prince belong'd more properly to ſome of the 


24, and that was follow'd ſhortly after byxan A 
ſion to the unhappy young Prince himſelf. 4 
who was a Man of a jaſt and ready Apprehiehki 
ſoon perceiv'd how diſagreeable he was to the Liſa 


together, he in a ſet Speech repreſented to em 
great Truſt had been repos d in him by the late! 
peror, how difficult he found the Execution of 
Truſt to be, and how ready he was to reſign i 
ſuch of them as they ſhould in their Prudenes i 
fit to appoint for the Execution of it. Tho 
was what all of them deſir d, yet norie amoby 
appearing ready to accept of it, they unanim 
agreed no one was ſo worthy of that Charge a 

ſelf, and therefore they reſoly'd it ſhould'be" 
nu'd to him. Muxalo, who ſincerely deſir'd ton 


Dangers with which he ſaw he was threaten d, 


all he could ſay or do was to no purpoſe, he 
once more receiv'd a ſolemn Oath fromm, and 


the utmoſt of their Power, and ſupport and 


Muxalo in the Tuition of him, and the Adninigyun: 
tion of the Empire. *' 2104 ls tf 
Notwithftanding all theſe repeated Afeverali vi 


they grew in a Moment forgetful of whatexvel 


ror and Empire. The Day appointed for this SW 
nes' was that Which 
been deſign'd for the Obſequies of the late Ef 
at which time the Copſpirators repair F to the 
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el $o/andre, where Theodorus was to be interr'd, mix- 
themſelves among an infinite Multicude of Peg 

e, who had reſorted thither, as it is uſual at ſack 

emnitles; and in the midſt of the Holy Office, at 


vdorus, had fled for Refuge to the Altar, where they 
re moſt uin maſſacred: And tho the Ma- 
le bos appointed for Mourners fled away in great Con- 
on, yet theſe Butchers forc'd the Monks, who were 
ng with the reſt, to return and finiſſi the bloody 
ile uies. 1 . * * oy | N f 
a being thus barbarouſly remov d, Arſenius 
+ left ſole Guardian to the young Prince. This Pre- 
was a Perſon of great Learning and. Integrity, but 
ing from his Youth led a tetir'd contemplative Life, 
a Stranger to State- Affairs, and the Magagement 
an heagſttong ungoyerneple People; wherefore he 
d thoſe very Perſons to Council, who had com- 
ted the Death of his College, with whom he 
Wlulted what was to be done in that Exigency. 


Ia this Council it manifeſtly appear d of how much 


Nord given, they with cheir drawn Swords purſu'd v i, 
elo, who, with his two eres Andronicus and wrd dt 


ardof how much rue. 
ver Paleologus was aniong em; to him they directed gus «/- 


heir Diſcourſes, and fix d their Eyes on him, a5 4 pirer, 


inthe moſt proper, for his Wiſdom and Experience, 
te entruſted with the Care of the young Prince, 
| the Management of the State. The Patriarch had 
e time before made him Pay-maſter of the Army, 
rertue of which Truſt he had a mighty Treaſure ac 
umand, and was by that means able to oblige fuch 


MW wich the firſt Opportunity favour his.;ambigious 


Nad dectar'd Ptotedot of the Prince. and Empire, 
by chat means inveſted with ſo large a Power, 


he wanted nothing but the Title of Emperor. 


any Man of leſs piring Thoughts than Paleolo- 
That the World might ſee how worthy he. was of 
L. $ 4» A 1 627 V3 . thoſe 


c 
a 2 


— - 


thought would prove the fitteſt for his Purpole, - 
8ns, He was therefore upon this Occaſion una- and is de- 
* Pre. 
tector. 


bis extraordinary "$200 Fortune might have ſatiſ- 


Sy 2 
is de- 


| 


— 


50 


* 


ng bit exacted an Oath of Reſigt 
8 


on when the yourſy Emperor ſhould be of Age 


| vet 10 n th, 
A. D. as a Guardian accountable to another, 


and cromn- condeſcended tO Crown Michael, who 
3 have the World eſteem as Emperor only 4! 
1260, ſhould be in a Capacity of demanding that Aeg 


_ — — _— = * — 
— 2 = — * — — — 


from him. 


ider eren 
Whatever the good Patriarch Deſigtis wet : | 
— tyw made it appear, in the Event, that he hag 
things in view, and that he 0 to enjoy 
his u which ee be th ſ 
. conferr'd upon him only as a Pro U 
_ "ted and confirm'd in e 


ap 
NY 1 1 = d4 341 > C Fy 7 5 11 
© himſelf; not only to the Security of his Pre! ft U 
others as bac 


nions, but to the Recoyery of ſuch 


% 


zrly belong d to his Predeceſſors. Aneng thoſe who 
{been taken Priſoners by his Brother Fobnin Mace- 
» Unis was the Prince bf Peloporneſus and Achaia, who 
aiding marry'd Michael Angelos Daughter, was by 


nce was brought Priſoner to Nie, immediately af- 


juld not be pre vaibd upon to releaſe him, till he had 
irer d up to him Sparta and two other Cities of 


1:::m'd very ſerviceable to his future Deſigns, were 
mitted to the Care of his Brother Conſtantine, a vi- 
ant and experienc'd Officer, who ſhortly after reco- 
rd ſeveral other Towns from the Latin, and by de- 
5 reduc'd the greateſt part of Peloponneſus. When 
x was done, the Emperor in Perſon palſs'd with a 
At Army over into Thrace, with a delign to lay 


as a thing too extraordinary to be at that time at- 


of which he knew would prove of dangerous 
nſequence to the Town it ſelf. Here he met with 


u gorous a Reſiſtance, that after he had been ſeye- 


times repuls'd, he found himſelf oblig'd to retite; 
before he return'd home, he took Care ſo effectu- 
to diſpoſe his Soldiers in Garriſon up and down 
thole Parts, that Conſtantinople was in a manner 


rſions which Palzologus's Soldiers made up to the 
Gates of the City, that in a ſhort time they 


ng other Neceſſities oblig d to burn ſome of the 


beautiful Houſes in the City for want of Fewel. 
dogus, in the mean time, return'd to Nice, where 


lented him with an Opportunity of obtaining 
at wich all his Care he had not been able to effeR, 


Aa  _ Pala 
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nue of that Alliance drawn into his Quarrel ; this 


x the Coronation of Palæologus, and that Emperor 


at Conſequence in Peloponneſus ; all which being 


ge to Conſtantinople.it ſelf ; which when he perceiv'd 


pred, he laid Siege to the Caſtle of Pera; the Con- 


cd up, and the Inhabitants ſo reſtrain'd by the 


re reduc'd to the greateſt Extremities, being, a- 


AT 1 
4 


continu'd forming new Deſigns, till Michael An- A. P. 
rais'd freſh Troubles in the Weſt, and Chance 1261. 
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Alexius 
Stratego- 
pulus ſet 
againſt the 
Deſpot of 


Epire. 


Me Roman Hiſtory: "Vall 
Palæolagus made Choice of AJexius Strategpulu 
Man of. great Nobility, and who, for his Sd 
nary Services, had been dignify'd with the Titls 
Ceſar, to command againſt the Deſpot, ſending » 
him no more than eight hundred Bithynian Sollie 
but gave him-a py to raiſe more in 
March, and Orders, as ſoon as he had_palsd t 
Streights, to take his Way through the Suburbs 
Conſtantinople, on purpoſe to terrifie the Lai 


whom he was wilkog © confine, if poſſible, wit 
r 


their Walls, and by 


their equent Alarms to keep em! 
„„ % 

The fortunate Alexius encamp'd with his handfa 
Men at a Place call'd Regium, not far from C 
nople, where he accidentally met with ſome poor 
bourers, Greeks by Nation, by whom he was infon 
of the Conditign the City was in, that a great Bt 


of the Latin: were gone under the Condu&' o 


young Venetian Nobleman to the Siege of Daphn 
a Town lying upon the Euxine Sea, that the Gam 
was very weak and ill provided, and that it would 
no difficult Matter to ſurprize it, offering theme! 
at the ſame time to be his Guides. Theſe Men 
within the City cloſe to one of the Gates, neat 

was an old Mine, which afforded a ſecret unſuſp 
ed Entrance, unknown to all but themſelves; H 
they promis'd Alexius to receive in fifty of his Sold 
by Night, who having firſt ſecur'd the Watch, mi 
force open the Gate, and prepare an Entrancefor 
reſt of his Army, engaging at the ſame time to 
vide a powerful Aſſiſtance for em among t 
Friends in the City. The Thing appear'd lo re 
nable, that Alexius protnis'd himſelf an undout 
Succeſs ; having therefore highly - commended 

Men for their honeſt Zeal in the Service of tt 
Country, he diſmiſs'd em with liberal Gifts, and 
courag'd em with large Promiſes of what they & 
to expect hereafter, arid immediately prepar d to 


that Deſign in Exccutign, which had been fo hap 


concerted, 
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'Tis wonderful to conſider in what fatal Security 
Livin, the Latin Emperor, liv'd at that time in Con- 
tinople, tho he was ſurrounded with Enemies, who 
id diſmember'd his little Empire, and left him Ma- 
: hardly of any thing but the Imperial City it felf. 

lis Poverty was equal to his Security, for it had re- 
cd him to the Neceſſity of ſelling the publick Or- 
ments of the City, and pawning his own Son to ſome 
lerchants of Bruges, for the Support and Maintenance 
f his State. We may add to all this, that he was a 
lan of little Courage and leſs Authority, contemn d 
well by the Latins as the Greeks, all which contribu- 
to the Revolution that immediately follow d. 
The Night appointed by the poor Greeks being 
me, Alexim choſe. out fifty of his moſt reſolute Sol- 
ers, who, according to the Agreement between ,, fwpri-) 
m, were admitted by their faithful Guides into the 2% Con- 
ty, where having ſlain the Watch, who were in no ſtantino- 
ner prepar'd for ſuch an Encounter, they fore d Plc — 2 
Gate open, at which Alexius enter d with all his inn 
my, and a little before Day caus'd the City to be 
din four ſeveral Places at once, to the great Ter- 
rand Amazementggf the Latins ; who concluding 
e Numbers of their Enemies to be much greater 
an indeed they were, had no Courage either to 
tinguiſh the Flames, or oppoſe the Greeks, who be- 
p join'd by their Countrymen within the Walls, 
d every Street with Blood and Slaughter. In this 
neral Confuſion the defenceleſs Emperor, percei- 
ig the Hand of Fate againſt him, fled with Fuſti- 
wn, the Latin Patriarch, and ſome other of his 
ends, by Sea, firſt to Eubæa, and afterwards to 
ice, quitting the Imperial City to the Greeks, after 
lad been ſixty Years in the Hands of the Latins, by 
om it was purchas'd with leſs Honour than it was 
L with Infamy. This happen d in the ſecond Year 
he Emperor Michael Palæologus, the thirty fifth of 
vis IX. of France, and forty fifth of Henry III. King 
England, A. D. 1261. | 
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From the Reſtitution of the Empire to the Ored 
rill the Total Suljection of it by the Turks in 
| Mahomet he Great. LEY (2 WA 
Containing the Space of I 93 Tears, 


4. DP. HRE Reduction of Conſtantinople was an Event 


1261, conſiderable, and at the fame time ſo little! 


pected by Palæoligus, that he gave no Credit to 
who brought the firſt Expreſs of it ; but when frequ 
Meſſengers arriv'd with Diſpatches to the fame p 
poſe, and he had receiv'd Letters from Alexiushii 
ſelf, with a particular Account of it, then he entt 
tand it with a Satisfaction ſuitable to the Occaſi 
and order'd publick Thanks to be return'd to Go 


in which the Emperor himſelf, the Senate, the Clan 


gy, and the People, aſſiſted with great Solemnity: 
Devotion. | | | „ 

When this was done, he prepar'd to remove 
his whole Court to Conſtantinop!/@ and to reſtore t 

Toe exil'd Majeſty of the ancient Byzantine Empite to 
e, Place of its Nativity; accordingly having ſettled 


For YOMC Urs. 


with vis Affairs at Nice, he ſet forward with his Empreſs, ul 


Court to Andronicus his Son, at that time but two Years 
e Es Age, and being arriv'd near the City, he march 
nopls. in ſolemn Proceſſion, and enter'd it on Foot byt 
Golden Gate, where he again return'd publick That 
to God; which being ended, he diligently ſurve 


the Imperial City, and beheld in it the tyra 


Marks of a long and miſerable Captivity. The M 
nificent Palaces of his Predeceſſors, the ſtately D 
lings of the greateſt among the Hyzantine Empen 
lay now in Ruins, neglected and defac'd. Time 
devour'd many of the capacious Buildings, and 
Fire, and other unavoidable Accidents of War, 

deſtroy d more. Theſe Objects allay'd in the k 


2 


WW: Government ; as for the Imperial City it ſelf, he wirhGreek 


ſer d very few to ſettle in it but what were natural 277, 


or the Senſe of his preſent good 
led in him a Deſire of re- edifying that City, 


Fortune, and 


N nich had been formerly the glorious Miſtreſs of the 


But neither this nor any other Thoughts could di- 
t him from paying the Honour due to Virtue and 
fert ; he look'd on Alexis as the Reſtorer and Re- 
mer of his Country ; wherefore having -cloath'd 
m with Robes of Honour, and plac'd a Crown lit- 
inferior to that he wore himſelf, upon his Head, 
order'd him in a ſolemn and pompous Triumph to 
conducted through the City; and made a Decree, 
it for the Year next enſuing. Alexiuss Name ſhould 
join'd with that of the Emperor in all Hymns, and 
wers of Thankſgiving. And that he might per- 
mate the Memory of ſo great and glorious an 
tion, he commanded his Statue to be erected on a 
wtiful Marble Pillar before the great Church of 


Holy Apoſtles, that Poſterity might know what 


:xivs had done for the Delivery of his Country. 

His next Care was to cleanſe the City, and re- 
ve from it thoſe Hills of Rubbiſh which choak'd 
the Streets, and lay like Monuments of its Diſ- 
ce, and the Triumph of its Enemies; and know- 
that, tho'-the chief of the Latins were gone with 


er Emperor, yet the greateſt Part of the Mer- 


ants and Artificers remain'd: behind, whoſe Indu- 
might prove beneficial and advantageous to the 
te, he aflign'd unto em the City of Galatia, now 
d Pera, together with ſeveral peculiar Privileges, 


fer kt. ; iti | 
Hitherto Paleologus's Reign had been attended with 


a Succeſs as might in ſome meaſure deſerve the 


tle of Great, which was afterwards conferr'd upon 
m; and as yet he had done nothing that could 


netzen his Reputation ſince his Advancement, _ 
the 


ap. VI. CVI. Michael Palzologus : 36 1 | 


| eb be. 
nich encourag'd em to be eaſie and chearful under „ 5 


les 


<> 


louſie is too often the inſeparable Companion of 


could ariſe, and dreading thoſe Calamiries, his gu 


Men of no Birth or Intereſt, and who conſequent 


He puts out 


740 Eyes of had honour'd as his Sovereign, and afcerwards reſp 


the young 
Emper ors 


Security, expos'd him to many Dangers and Cala! 


_ King of Bulgaria; who having, in the Beginnit 
of his Adminiſtration, appear'd diſaffected to him, 
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the Means by which he had attain'd unto it. But 


ſurpation, as it now appear d evidently in Palzgly 
who tho' he had attaind to a _— Degree 
Happineſs than ever he could reaſonably have e 
cted, tho he was too powerful to fear any Compe 
tor, and reign'd univerſally in the Hearts of his$ 
jects, yet was he continually awaken'd with Fe 
and Apprehenfions, forming Dangers where ne 


ty Conſcience ſuggeſted to him he had defery'd. 
This Temper in Palzologus forc'd him upon ſy 
Meaſures as very much ſully'd that Character h 
otherwiſe would have appear'd more beautiful 
lovely. Theodorus Laſcaris, the late Emperor, h 
four Daughters, the two Eldeſt of whom were mz 
ried to Michael, Deſpot of Epire, and Conſtanti 


his Opinion juſtify'd his Suſpicions : Wherefore 
thought it prudent ſo to diſpoſe of the other tu 
as that they might adminiſter ' no Cauſs of Diſin 
to him ; accordingly he marry'd 'em to two. Lati 


were unable to create him any Trouble. When r 
was done, the diſtruſtful Uſurper, forgetful of 
former Obligations, and an utter Stranger to Natu 
and Humanity, the better to ſecure to himſelf at 
his Poſterity the Sovereignty of the Empire, bei 
unwilling or afraid to kill him, cruelly causd t 
young Prince's Eyes to be put out, whom he at f 


cted as his Collegue. * 
This bloody Fact, which Palzologus deſign d for 


ties: For Theodora, Siſter to the young Prince, 4 
the King of Bulgaria's Wife, ceas'd not with b 
Sighs, her Tears and Prayers, to incite her Husvat 
to Revenge; and he, being ſupported . with abe 

| | 2 ewen 
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nty thouſand Tartars, who lay then upon the 1/fer; | 
| wy ſuddenly into the Emperor's Territories, — | 
ner-ran all Thrace with fo great Violence; that the 
hole Country was in a manner deftroy'd before Pa- 
could be inform'd of their Preparations. ' He 
15 at that time engag'd in a War againſt the Deſpot 
Epirus in Theſſaly, and had unavoidably been taken 
the Bulgarians as he was returning home, had he 
x eſcap'd in a Veſſel that accidentally put into wa- 
r, and landed him ſafe at Conſtantinople ; where tho 
| publickly preſum d to return Thanks for his De- 
erance, yet his lace Barbarity had provok'd the 
ine Vengeance, and in time involv'd him in ſuch 
ifficulties as hardly any of his Predeceſſors had been 
pos d to before him. | | > | 
He look'd on the Prince of Epire, and King of 
Wraria, as his irreconcilable Enemies; he was no 
b afraid of Charles, King of Sicily, a Prince of great 
wer and Reputation, whoſe Son having marry'd 
i Daughter of Baldwin, late Emperor of the Latin: 
l Conſtantinople, was continually ſollicited by that 
rince for his Reſtoration : He knew how unable he 
us, without ſome Foreign Aſſiſtance, to oppoſe 
deſe Powers, ſhould they unite againſt him; and 
aving obtain d the Empire by indirect unlawful 
Means, he was every Hour afraid of loſing it. 
And that nothing might be wanting to aggravate 
e Diſcontents of this Emperor, Arſenius, the Patri- 
ich, was ſo worthily incens'd againſt him for his. 
reaſon and Barbarity, that he had the Courage to 
communicate him, and all thoſe who had been his 
ccomplices in his late Cruelty to the young Prince; ry which 
ind tho Palzologus earneſtly petition d him for ſeve- bei excom- 
il Days together to have the Excommunication ta- 1 74. 
kn off, yet the Patriarch perſiſted with ſo much Hb. 
durage, that the Emperor found himſelf oblig'd. 
0 call a Synod of Biſhops, where Arſenius was ſum- 
don d to appear, to anſwer ſome pretended Crimes 
be Emperor had to alledge againſt him; and * 
WV . „ the 
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the undaunted Prelate refus d to anſwer the Sun 
mons, he was formally depos'd, and Germanus, Ae 
Biſhop of Adrianople, was ſubſtituted in his Place; 
which in a ſhore time he grew ſo weary, that he w 
luntarily reſign d, and made way for the Advancemedi# 
of another, who prov'd more Complaiſant to the pe 
plexd Emperor. * Tot ' at add 
Shortly after this the Venetians rigg'd out a powe 
ful Fleet for the Recovery of thoſe Iſlands in the 4 
gean Sea, which Palæologus had ſeiz'd immediately aft 
the Reduction of Conſtantinople ; whereupon a Wi"? 
commenc'd, and was continu'd between them and ii 
Emperor for ſeveral Years together, during whicht 
Venetians prevail'd ſo mightily againſt him, that ky 

not the Genoeſe been perſuaded to aſſiſt him, he 
been oblig d to quit the Imperial City, for which t 
Pope was ſo offended at the Genoeſe, that he proceet 

= ed to an Excommunication againſt em. 1 
=ndpleng'd Theſe Difficulties, with which he ſaw himſelf ſ 
into imm- rounded on every fide, made Palzologus have Recor 

2 to a Remedy which in the End prov d fatal to him at 

the Empire, which like an old diſeas'd Body hafter 
now to a Diſſolution. That he might the better d 
vert thoſe Troubles which threata'd him from ti 
Weſt, where the Pope, the late Emperor Baldwin, tl 
King of Sicily, and the Venetians, were combind 
gainſt him, he ſent his Ambaſſadors to Urbes IV. the 
Pope of Rome, offering to ſubmit himſelf and all! 
Dominions to the Latin Church, provided the Pe 
would undertake to ſhelter him from the Storm whut 
ſeem' d ready to diſcharge it ſelf upon him. Purſus 
A. D. to which, in the Council of Lyons, which was cel 

1276. brated in the Year 1276. either in Perſon, as font 

Hu lano va. have written, or rather by his Ambaſſadors, he ma 

"a in = a formal Submiſſion, admitted the Latin Ceremoni 

« Perſica. into the Churches of Greece, and acknowledg'd ti 

tien in the Supremacy of the Pope. But when he undertook 

Greek introduce and ſettle this Reformation in his Domi 

Church. ons, Joſeph the Patriarch quitted his Poſt, and U 

| | * 


W:ovacions, openly inveigh'd againſt em in their 
"W:r110ns, and put both the City and Country into 


ms than thoſe of which he had been apprehenſive 
om abroad; which provok'd him to proceed with 
eat Severity againſt thoſe whoappear'd the moſt ob- 

licate, impriſoning ſome, baniſhing others, and tor- 
ring the reſt; whereupon the Refuſe of the People 
n in great Numbers into Peloponneſus, Theſſaly, Acbaia, 
nd even as far as Colchos, and where-ever elſe their 


ilgrac d that Religion for which they pretended they 
ere perſecuted, diſagreeing among themſelves, ad- 
zring ſome to Arſenins, ſome to Joſeph, and others, 
>» grew the Heads of Seas, deceiy'd themſelves 
d deceiving their Followers. n 
This threw the Empire into a ſort of Convulſion, 
nd the Emperor was ſo encumber'd with his Dome- 
ick Troubles, that he had not leiſure to provide for 


de Turks to gain Ground daily upon him, whilſt his 


their due Obedience at home. | 1 

And yet, notwithſtanding he had in ſo ſolemn a 
anner united himſelf to the Church of Rome, and by 
be Troubles that enſu'd thereupon ſeem d to deſerve 


tle before his Death, excommunicat 


he Sicilian Veſpers ; to which he was induc d by his 
acient Hatred to Charles, King of that Iſland, and 
herefore join'd againſt him with Perer of Arragon, his 
Competitor; Paleolopus thinking all Means lawful that 
Erd to diſarm an Enemy, and preſerve to himſelf 
bat Authority, the main bil ' 

lim upon ſo many unwartantable Courſes. 


ich a Ferment, that Paleologus found he had raisd 
ich Troubles at home, as were equal or more dange- 


ears drove, or their Humours led em; where they - 


e Tempeſt ariſing out of the Eaſt, where he ſuffet d 


de Favour and Protection of that Den, as he, a 

n by the Pope, Rewer: 
br having contributed to the Maſſacre in Sicily, call'd _— 
the Pope. 


ing of which had thrown 
At 


l tap. VI. CVIII. Michael Palzologus: 265 
ut Ring the Cit 1 retird into 2 Monaſtery near 3 . 1 
lui, and the reſt of the Clergy offended at th 


ole Care was apply d to the reſtraining his Subjects 


A. D: 
1281. 
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F and dies. 
EGares, he finiſh'd his unhappy Life, and mor; 


his frequent Rebellions and ſiniſter Practices had 


* Gad's Judgments were juſt againſt him, 
bad not long before put an innocent Man of 
Name to Death, becauſe he had been inform'd! 


jf we conſider either his private Troubles or the 
mities he brought upon the Empire; the Divine) 
geance ſeeming to purſuę him with an inflexibk 


thoſe Funeral Honours due eo deceas'd Princes 
even the Rites of Chriſtian, Burial. It may be 


them ſupported em with' a greater Courage and 
FR 


of all the Qualities requiſite in a compleat Sal 


firſt the Love and Eſteem of all his Subjects, bug 


ſecution that afterwards enfu'd thereupon, real 
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At length, broken by Age, and oppreſi 1 


fortunate Reign, not far from Liſimacbia, as, he 
arming againft John, the Prince of Theſſaly, who 


ven him no ſmall Trouble during his Reign. 
ving ask d the Name of the Place he was at wt 
ficſt he was taken ill, and receiving for anſwer: 
it was call'd Pachomium, he with a deep "gh decly 

or that 


one Pacbomius was to be his Succeſſor. 
FTpo' this Prince was nobly born, tlic he w 
a Majeſtick Preſence, an obliging Temper, ant 
great Encourager of Learning; tho he was Mil 


EY 


and. fitiiſh'd Stateſman, yet was he but in one tt 
truly happy during th: whole Courſe of his N 
which was the Recovery of Conſtantinople; In one 
Matters he was as unhappy as moſt of his Predecell 


verity, for his execrable Treaſon and Barbarity., 
uncommon Magnificence and Liberality gain db 


ſhameful Submiflion to the See of Rome, and the! 


him ſo deteſted by em, that Andronicus, his 500 
Succeſſor, thought he could not in the Beginn 
his Reign recommend himſelf by a more populat 
to his Subjects, than by denying; his Father not 


of this Emperor, that as hardly any of his Predeci 
involv'd themſelves in greater Troubles, 10 n 


ol». VI. CIX. Andronicus ll. 
ions when he was labouring under almoſt in- 
able Difficulties. Pal olga dy'd in the twenty 
h Year of his Reign and nfty eigheh of his Age, 
thirteenth of Philip ſutnamd the Bold, King _ , 
france, and the eleventh of Edward I. King ok 
ind, An. Dow: 3abg; 5 d wild nh op 
ichael Palæologus being dead, his eldeſt Son, Au- A. D. 
en, ſucceeded him in the Empire; which he held 1283. 
er and govern'd more unfortunately. than his Fa- Androni- 
; laying a Foundation in the Beginning of his cus II. 
en for thoſe innumerable Calamities which befel 
afterwards. His Father left: two Sons more be- 
| him, the Elder of which was call'd Conſtantine, 
the Youngeſt Theodorus ; Conſtamine was furniſh'd 
all thoſe Gifts of Nature which beautify a-deſer- 
up Prince, and by his courteous obliging Behaviour 
render'd himſelf-che Darling of the People. This 
le him better belov'd than his Brother by the late 
peror, who once thought of preferring. him to the 
Wceflion ; and when the Conſideration of Birth- 
t had prevail'd with him to the contrary, he then 
pos d to diſmember great Part of Tbeſſalj and Ma- 
ia from the Empire, and declace him Prince of 
ith an abſolute independent Authority, ,,This/tis. 
ught he would effectually have done, had not 
th prevented him; however he aflign'd him fuch 
e Revenues as anſwer'd the Greatnels of his Mind, 
enabled him with an unlimited Bounty to oblige 
avourices, Followers and Dependants; all which 
rd to render him at firſt ungracious, and at- 
Wards ſuſpected to his Brother. This ill Diſpoſj- 
in the Emperor towards him being obſery di by 

flattering Courtiers, they endeavour d to improve 
dy repreſenting to him the Dangers he ought to 
rehend' from a Perſon ſo: popular, whoſe great 
ay wasa manifeſt Argument of his ambitious De- 
Conſtantine was then in Aſia, where he had in 
y Battels overthrown the Turks, and courageoully 
aded the Frontiers of the Empire. This allo ps 

| alledg 
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_ alledg'd againſt him by his Enemies at Coutt, 

by their perverſe Inſinuations miſapply'd his Vis 

to his Ruin, and by degrees repreſented him ſo 

'7eolous of gerous to the Emperor, that Audronicus thought itt 
Bis Brother. ſiſted with his Safety to paſs over in Perſon into 
' and oppreſs him before he could be provided fo 
own Security. This was effected according u 
Emperor had defign'd it, for the unhappy Prince 
ſuddenly ſeiz d, and thrown into Priſon, with 

chief Favourites, among whom was Michael Sirg 

pulus, the Son of that famous Alexius who rect 
Conſtaminople from the Latin in the laſt Reign, 

was for that Reaſon deſervedly eſteem'd by the 
Emperor, a Man inferior to none throughout 
Empire for Wealth, Honour and noble Exploit 

The Misfortune of theſe brave Men provd i 

the Empire, for now the Soldiers, having nonele 
dommand em, neglected their Duty, and les 
Frontiers as a Prey to the Turks, againſt whon 
Emperor ſent Alexins Philanthropeni and Tibads 

who were to ſupply the Place of his Brother and 
 Tegopulns. Philanthropenus was then in'the:Flowe 

his Youth, and had been a fortunate Captain, bl 

was vain and ambitious ; Libadarius was an old e 
rienc'd' Soldier, but jealous of his Honour, deſ 

and revengeful. Tho they were both Men of! 

and fit for the Truſt the | repos d in 

et an unhappy Miſunderſtanding that atoſe 

tween em prov'd fatal to the Empire. Zibadarii 

the Government of the Cities of lania commin 

him, and the other the Charge of the Frontiem 

on the Banks of the Maander, where his frequent 
ſucceſsful Engagements with tlie Turks highly 
proved the Reputation he had before acqui d ind 

which ſerv'd only to make him more 
courteous to all-thoſe- who had Occafian to apf 
him. This made him popular, and inſpir'd him 
(pernicious Thoughts, which in the Iſſue pon 
Deſtruction, He had a good Number of 
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ners that ſerv'd in his Army, who knowing the 
firing Temper of their General, and hoping co 

iſe their Fortunes by his Advancement, ſuggeſted 

unge Matters to him, and repreſenting to him the 

alous Fears of the Emperor, which had been the 

ſtruction of his own Brother and Strategopulus, and 
private Practices of Libadarius againſt him, per- 

added him that it indiſpenſably conſiſted with his 
ſety to aſſume the Imperial Purple; which, after ſe- ,,., 
al Conflicts with himſelf, he was prevail d upon thropmbs 


wſurps, * 


Lbadariz;, who had a vigilant Eye over him, ac- 
zinted the Emperor with his Proceedings, who im- 
diately. commanded him to uſe all poſſible Means 
ſuppreſs him; declaring him a Traitor, and ſetting 
rice upon his Head. Had Alexins mov d directly 
unſt Libadariui; he had in all probability been too 
Ing for him; but he imprudently directed his Arms 
inſt Theodorus; the Emperor's Brother, who be- 
inſtructed by his Brother Conſfantine s Misfortunes, | 
a private but pleaſant Life in Lydia, far from Af 

| 

| 


Ambition of the Court, and ſo unable to have 
ted the Uſurper any Diverſion. In the mean time 
arias, being ſupply'd with a conſiderable Sum 
oney which he rais'd in thoſe Parts, recruited 
Army, which in time grew more powerful than 
of Alexius; and when all things were ripe for 
ngagement between em, he ſo far prevail'd with 
mercenary Candiotz, to whom he made bountiful 
ents, and large Promiſes of future Preferments; - _ _ 
juſt as the Battel was joining they deliver'd Alexius a0 i Jape 
d to Libadarims, who put out his Eyes, and kept preſs | 
= Priſon, till the Emperor's farther ' Pleaſure | 
| wh; dr | Benne * jg 
do this prov d of a moſt unhappy Conſequence 11 
e Empire, as will a hereafter, yet were o- 5 
Actions of this Emperor in the Beginning of his 
uo leſs prejudicial to it. He thought to alla 
F cubles of the Church by revoking Whatever his 
80 | B b ' Father 


* . 


Father had done, and reducing all to the ag 
Forms; but they who had before conform d to ge 
Emperor's Pleaſure, and receiv'd the Latin Cul 
ſtill defended hacks with great Obſtinacy ag 

the contrary Faction, who being now counten; 
A by the Emperor, arrogantly inſulted thoſe: wi 
be they accounted fond of Innovations. This revix 
Schiſm in the Church, and created great-Anitno( 
in the State, whilſt the Turi, in the mean time 
vail'd on every ſide, and not only extended their] 

ritories in A/ia, but conquer'd ſeveral of the If 
in the Mediterranean. For Andronitus, by an ui 
ſonable Piece of good Husbandry, had diſchargi 
his Seamen, who-now receiv'd Pay from his Enes 

and laid up his Ships; being perſuaded by his 
tering Courtiers, that the Maintenance ef haf 
created a needleſs Expence, and that the Money 
apply d to other Uſes of more Benefit to the 
lick: By which means the Turks grew abſolute Mal 
at Sea, and the Pirates infeſted the Coaſts; 'to 
utter Ruin of Trade and Commerce: So that 
thing concurr'd: to baſten the Deſtruction a 
Empire, which began now to be unavoidable 
Ihe Torks prevailing every Day more and mt 
Afia, the Emperor | found it neceſſary to main 
ſtrong Army againſt em, but ſince the Rebell 
Philanthropenus he grew fo jealous of his on S5 
that he repos da greater Truſt in Strangers, wha 
' _ - ncourag d and entertain d in his Service, to the 
Ronzeri-- Detriment of the State. Among theſe was Rum 
%% + Captain of a ſtrong Body of Spaniards, who be 
*. © fervd for in the Wars between the Kings 
eily and Naples, offer d now his Mercenary Tro 
the Emperor, who gladly receiv'd him, and gan 
his Niece in Marriage, and ſhortly after honour 
with the Title of Ceſar, ſending him to the Nel 
Philadelphia, at that time cloſely befieg'd by the 

This Service be perform'd with great Succels, i 
des his own Spaniards, he had the beſt of the 


\ 
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fiers under his Command, and no leſs than ten 

ſand Maſſs ez who having been driven from 

ne by their Neighbours, the European Tartars, were 

f wy to paſs the er with their Wives and Chil- 
„ and receiv'd the Emperor's Pay. 

When Ronxerius had perform'd this confiderable Ser- 
e, and the Greeks and Maſſagete: were return'd 
, he roy d up and down the port s Territo- 
in 4/is, which he waſted at his Pleaſure, and di- 
ted his Forces againft thoſe he had been ſent to 
ere; alledging that he was oblig d to let his 3 

6 2t Diſcretion, till they had receiv'd the great 
ears due to em from the Emperor: Upon this 
ence the poor People Were barbarouſly treated 
ry where, the Men were tottur'd till they diſco- 
d their hid- Treaſure; their Wives and Daughters 
i'd, and all was ſabje& to the Rage and Luft of 
ſe diſſolnte Va abonds; at which the Emperor 
highly incens , and beheld his Subjects Calami- 
== an ineffetual Pity, for his Coffers being 
ity, he was unable to redreſs em. b 
hen Ronzerius had thus pillag'd the Teeriebries in 
and ſcatter d Deſolation all around him, he re- 

d with all his Forces into Hurvpe, and quarteting, 
reſt of his Army at Calipolis, he march'd wich tw G 
dred of his Men to Miebael, the Emperor's eldeſt 
„ whom he had lately aſfociated with bim in the 
pire, lying then at Oreſtias in I Ergee, to demand 
Pay, or rather extort it from Him with "Threats. 
bee] had been joftly provok' d at his Behaviour in 
and was now ſo incens d at his inſolent Carriage, 

his Guards flew him, And moſt of his Followers, tain by bi 
reſt flying-with the News of what had been done dung => 
heir Fellows at Calipolis, who were fo enrig'd at — = 

WT Death of their-General, that they firſt Ae alf the 
ns, and- then fortify'd the "City, breathing no 

Ds bur Blood and Defiance. 
he Miſchiefsthat enſu'd hefeupor are mefebilhe 
pat of eim maaning oa Gas: robbed 75 


11 Ne Roman Hiſtory. Vel 
| the Merchant-Ships in the Streights, and had redy 
Conſtantinople it ſelf to the laſt Extremity; if they 
4 not been encounter d and deftroy'd by a Flex 
= Genoeſe, In the mean time thoſe who had been 
1 behind in the City, finding themſelves hard pte 
= . _and expecting every Moment to be aſſaulted iy 
w, Turks young Emperor Michael, reſolv'd upon a Thing 
= ff a4 moſt fatal that could happen to the Empire, for 
a cCalb'd the Turks into their Aſſiſtance, and, toget 
with them, deſtroyed all the adjacent Count 
bringing in whole Herds of Cattle at a time, to 
ther wich their Keepers. | WY 
This was the firſt time the Turk, were calld it 
Europe, and gave a Beginning to thoſe: endleſs 
ſeries with which Chriſtendom has been affiided 
ever ſince, and is one of the moſt fatally men 
1335 Events that happen d during this Empes 
* Sign. e 8 
Theſe Miſcreants grew at length ſo confidenta 
The Einpe. venture a pitch'd Batre] with the young Emp 
ror defeat. Michael, which, after he had perform'd in Perſon 
ca. that could be expected from an experienc'd Cap 
and valiant Soldier, having his Horſe ſlain un 
him, he loſt, and was entirely routed: For the þ 
ſagetes, and ſome other . Auxiliaries that were in 
Army, upon the firſt Charge -retir'd and ſtood 
a2 Diſtance, as idle Spectators. Michael. himſell 
ſeap d with much Difficulty to Dydimothicum, Wi 
the Emperor then lay, who receiv'd him very | 
ouſly, but check d him for expoſing himſelf, and 
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venturing his Perſon ſo far. —_ . 
 - "The Spaniardi, after this Victory, with their d 
tinual Inroads infeſted not only the Sea-Coalts 
the Inland Country of Thrace, laying all waſte be 
em. When they had, like Locufts, devour d the 
% the Land, and found it impoſſible for em to 
iſt any longer in thoſe Parts, perceiving the Em 
had ſhut em out of Macedonia, where they had i 
Winter d, and whither they prepar'd to returi, ! 
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l, hap. V. CIX. Andronicus Il. 
id the prodigious Mountains of Olympus, Pelion and 
[;, and pierc'd into the Plains of Theſſaly, and at 
nth, after long Marches and bloody Conflicts they 
ated themſelves in Attica, having brought innume- 
ble Calamities upon the Empire, and firſt taught 
e Turks the Way into Europe. 3 | 
At the ſame time that the Spaniards prepar'd to in- 7h, Turks | 
de Theſſaly, thoſe Turks ſeparated from em, and be- deftrey the ti 
g then about one thouſand three hundred Foot, Empero"s | 
eight hundred Horſe, they offer'd the Emperor tod 1 
part quietly home, provided they might be tran- 1 
orted with all their Subſtance into %; to which * i 
1ronicus, Who reflected on the great Miſchiefs they 
d already done his Provinces, and willing to be 
d of ſo troubleſome a Burden, readily condeſcen- | 
ch and gave Orders for their Tranſportation ac- 
rdingly. But the Imperial Officers and Soldiers, 
ſerving the great Spoil they had gather'din the Em- 
ror's Provinces, and were now going to tranſport 
to 4{a, to the eternal Infamy, as they thought, of 
Roman Name, they undertook a thing neither ho- 
urable in it ſelf, Andronicus having given his Word 
the contrary, nor eaſily to be effected; for, allur'd 
th the Hopes of ſo rich a Booty, they neither made 
neceſſary Proviſions for''em in their March, nor 
vided em with Ships when they came to the Hel- 
nt, but prepar'd to fall ſuddenly upon em, and 
[troy em. The Matter was not manag' d with ſo 
Ich Secrecy, but the Turks had timely Intimation of 
wherefore ſeizing on a ſtrong Caſtle that ſtood in 
ſe Parts, they prepar'd vigorouſly to make it good 
inſt thoſe who had contriv'd their Deſtruction, 
l ſent immediately over for Aſſiſtance from their 
untrymen in 4/fis, which was accordingly ſent 
When this was done they waſted the Country 
about by their frequent Excurſions, and grew too 
erful for the Officers that commanded in that 
untry. 


B b 3 „ Wa 


When the young Emperor Michael was inform 
theſe Proceedings he rais d a ſtrong Army, whiche 
creas'd by Multitudes of Country People, whoflok 
to him wich their Spades, Mattocks,..and.other Ri 
ſtick Inſtruments, with which he cloſe! beſieg'd'e 
The Turks were at firft ſo terrify d at his Approse 
that they look'd on their Deſtruction as inevitable 
but when they beheld. the Diſorders of the 6. 
who obſerv'd no Diſcipline, but in Confidence 
their own Strength had already divided the $poils| 
their Enemies, then, having ſecur'd their Weal 

and Women, with whatever elſe they judg d um 
ceſſary in the Fight, they fally'd out with no m 
than eight hundred choſen Horſe, and ſo aſtonif 
the unwary Greeks, eſpecially the rude undiſeipli 
Boors, that they fled in great Diſorder, and were { 
low'd by the reſt of the Army, who left the Emp 
ror's Treaſure, the Imperial Enſigns, and all th 
Baggage behind em. 
This Defeat reduc'd the Emperor to the laſt En 
mity; for the inſolent Turks laid all Thrace Walle, 1 
grew ſo powerful in that Country, that the Inhabia 
for two. Years together were confin d within tit 
wall'd Towns, not daring to ſtir out to Till 
Ground, and ſo labour'd under all the Calamitiesd 
Divine Juſtice often inflicts upon a guilty Nai 
The Emperor in the mean time found himſelf uni 
to protect em, and tho he earneſtly ſollicited C 
Prince of Servia, his Son- in-Law, to aſſiſt him, 
that Prince expreſs d ſo great an Indifference in 
Cauſe, that their Miſeries grew inexpreſſible. 
length Philes Paleologus, a Man nearly related tot 
Emperor, highly provok'd at the inſolent Barbanl 
of the Turks, deſit d he might have leave to cha 
*em. This Man ſeem'd choſen by God himfell 
that purpoſe; he had from his Youth been bred 
gat Court, and was conſequently a Stranger (0 
i Arts of War, and was moreover of a weak Con 
tion, ſickly, and infirm; On the other n 
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lap. VI. CI X. Andronicus Il. J71 
platily remarkable for his upright Dealing, aße 
tegrity of Life; and was withal fo devout, that he 
en ſpent the greuteſt part of the Day in his Pray- 
at Church,. With cheſe Qualifications Philes un- 
nook the Defence of his Country, and having 
bd ſmall Army he took care in the firſt Place to 
ubliſn a good Diſcipline among his Soldiers, whom 
earneſtly exhorted to Temperance and Sobriety; 
llur'd 'em by frequent Donatives, encoutag d em 
pathetick Speeches, and us d all means neceſſary to 
epare em for the Service to which they were de- 
4nd, When he thought he had modell'd em accor- 
g to his own Deſires, he march'd at the Head of 
is chearful Army againſt the 7urks, and encamp'd 
| a large Plain near a little River call'd Xerogipſum, - 
Ing inform'd that a great Body of the Enemy were 
feturn that way from Foraging. He had not lain 
e two Days before he receiv'd Advice that the E- 
ies, laden with Spoil, were approaching, and that, 
ling diſpos d of their Captives and the rich Booty 
had taken among their Carriages, they were 
paring for an Engagement, Philes, having mar- and are o- 
id bis Men, gave the Word, and the Fight began 71 
great Fury on both ſides, the Turks fighting for Pole. 
Preſervation of what they had been purchaſing, gus. 
the Chriſtians engaging' not only for the Reco- 
ty of what they had fot” but for their enfin 
ir Liberttes, and future Security. The Chriſtians 
irſt had the Advanta e, till he who commanded 
Right Wing of the Army had his Horſe kill d un- 
thim, which forc'd him to retire out of the Battel, 
the great Amazement of the Chriſtians, who 
teupon began to give Ground to the Turks that 
lsd with redoubled Fury upon em. Philes in the 
an time nrg'd his Men to renew the Charge, and 
ch earneſt Prayers invok'd the Divine Aſſiſtance; 
did the Captives, who were divided between Hope 
d Fear, and lay expecting the Event of the Bartel. 
length Philes, follow d by the moſt reſolute of his 


376 


with five Gallies ſent him by the Emperor, and gig 


caution, many of em, in the Confuſion of the Ni 


73 * the Subjects of the Empire began again to taſte 


who was his Companion in the Empire, had two ps 
05” 1 7 By Eb 1 11 Bi n l 
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Men, wheel'd abont, and in a manner ſurrↄundei 
| Barbarian Horſe, whilſt the Foot broke in upon 
main Body, and put em to a ſhameful Ront, 


Chriſtians purſu d their fugitive Enemies to the 
trance of the Cberſoneſe, where Philzs encampd, 3 


which the Genoeſe of Pera brought to his Aﬀliſtang 
kept the Streigbts fo ſecurely guarded, that twas 
poſſible for the Turks to receive any Aſſiſtance ont 
. About the ſame time Philes his Army. 

engthen'd with two thouſand Horſe out of Se 
by which means the Turks were ſhut up both by 
and Land, having nothing to recur to but their ur 
Valour, and were ſo weaken d by frequent Aint 
that they began utterly to deſpair. Wherefore calli 
away their Arms in the dead of Night, and taki 
with them all their Gold and Silver, which they | 
in great Plenty among em, they made down to- 
the Sea ſide, with a Deſign of yielding themſelves 
to the Genoeſe, from whom they expected more Met 
than from the Imperialiſts, becauſe they had ne 
been provok d by em. Notwithſtanding their Þ 


fell unawares among the Greeks, who ſlew em 
without any Compaſſion. The Genoeſe kill d ſuch 
brought the Money with them, leſt if they were f 
fer d to live, they might in time diſcover it to the Gre 
the reſt they bound in Chains, ſending ſome to 
Emperor, and reſerving thoſe remaining as Slaves 
themſelves. By this means Europe was for the pteſa 
deliver'd from the Turks, to Philes his great Comme 
dation, and no leſs Joy of the Emperor. | 

After this the Court enjoy'd a ſhort Repoſe, 4 


Delights of Peace; but Andronicus, who had been 
long exercis'd in Foreign Troubles, became invol 
about this time in Domeſtick Embroilments, wil 
purſu'd him to his Grave. Michael, his eldeſt & 


Bp. VI. CI. Andronicus Il, ©. 257 

LOR mics and Manvel, and as many Daughters, the 

ft of which was marry' d to the Prince of Epire, 

her Siſter to the Prince of Bulgaria. The Prince Androni- 
micus, tho exceedingly belov'd by the old Em- cus the | 
or, was a Youth diſſolute and intractable, provo- „ bis 


g boch his Father and Grand- father by a thouſand 7 gl. 


taragances to reprove him almoſt every Day. 
pong other Frolicks, he frequently viſited in the 
ntWEnce of the Night, a Lady, the Infamy of whoſe 
higbly diſgrac'd the Dignity of her Birth, and 
o being likewiſe admir'd by another Gallant, the 
ce imagining him to be the greater Favourite 
| reſolv'd to remove him, and therefore appointed 
ne Ruffians to watch him as he was going to viſit. 
Miſtreſs, and to diſpatch him. It happen'd that 
, Andronicuss Brother, went that way that very 
ht, with little or no Attendance, in queſt of him, 
| was miſtaken in the Dark by thoſe Murderers, 
o gave him two or three mortal Wounds, of which 
dyd in a few Days after. This bloody Outrage 
eedingly afflicted the old Emperor, who foreſaw, 
n the preſent Temper of the Prince, what was 
to follow; and when the Report of it was brought 
mis 88 who lay then at Theſ#lonica, he dy d 
tief 2 * {Me 
ebe Sorrow the Emperor conceiv'd at theſe heavy 
reWfortunes were much improy'd by the Behaviour of 
0 young Prince, who grew every Day more extra- 
es ant and dangerous; aſſociating bimſelf with Men 
actious unruly Spirits, who ſought nothing more 
mein to improve the Diſtempers of the State. Among 
vas Syrgiannes, a Man politick and powerful, 
having been formerly impriſon d by the Empe- 
e or ſome ambitious Deſigns, tho he was now re- 
zen eil d and entruſted by him, yet he preſerv'd in his 
voor, che Senſe of his Dilzrace, and retain d a 
wih Reſentment of it. With him was join d John 
acuxenus, Theodorus Synadenus, and Alexius Apocau- 


the two firſt, Men of great Honour and * 
WIL 


| Wick the Emperor, tb, whom they had-langqm 

| 2n inviolable Friendſhip; the other inferior. 

reſt in Quality; but equal to em in a a largen 

Underſtanding, and a conſummate Experienceia 

fairs of State. Theſe Men found the youngPrin 

Subject proper for their Deſigns, whom they ius 

with a Thirſt of Power, and by frequent Rem 

ſtrances endeavour'd to render him diſaffected to 

mien Grand. father. They prevail'd. by cheir Arts fo 

„. Re. ſectually upon him, that at length they drew him 

|\ beliens- to an avow'd Rebellion againſt the aged Empe 

— Cantacuxenus, in the Hiſtory he has left us, enden 

ther. to juſtifie this Proceeding in the young Prince; 

he is to be read with Caution, for he is allow d a 

Hands to be notoriouſly partial. If che: Emperor 

ſign'd to deprive him of the Succeſſion, twa 

more than his licentious Youth had deſer vd; and 

Provocation whatever could juſtife his raking 

Arms againſt his Soveraign. Cant acurxenus and $ 

annes had procur'd to themſelves the Government 

ſuch Towns and Provinces as they judg d would 

moſt conducive. to their Deſigns, where they mult 

Soldiers, provided Armour, entertain'd $ 15; 

appointed thoſe Men to the Government of the 

ties, who they knew would be moſt faithful to 

All this was colour'd with the popular Pretence 
providing for the Security of their Country ag 

the Irruptions of the Tartars, and the Deſigns of 

Turks, for which their generous Care they were li 

ly applauded even by the unwary Emperor him 

who having heap'd many Obligations upon 

thought they could not be ſuch Villains as to ba 

him. In the mean time the young Prince was 

vately inform'd of all their Proceedings, and al 

what Meaſures he was to take, that he might un 

hand act in Conjunction with them. | 

His Faction in the City improv'd every Day, 

there was ſome Hot-ſpurs among em, that made 
entertain Thoughts againſt the yery Life _ 
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; who perceiving that he was become irre- 


able, reſolv'd, as the laſt Remedy, to reprove 
ee openly before the Patriarch and the chief of the 
ü ty and Clergy; and if he found he perſiſted 


rin in his Contumacy, then to have him committed 


e, 0 by der means prevent ay daogerous 
e enpts for the future. GY eee 


„ and therefore when he was ſent for to the Pa- 
be went attended with a great Number of his 
bwers and Favourites, who were for the moſt part 
ately arm'd, between whom it was agreed, that 
he Emperor appear d too ſevere in his Reproofs, 


n a Signal given they ſhould ruſh in with their 


young Prince in the Imperial Seat. When the 


young Andronicus appear d according to his Sum- 
s, the aged Emperor mix d ſo much of the Fa- 
with his grave Reprehenſions, and reprov'd him 
ſo tender affectionate a manner, that he drew 
from all that were preſenc, and wrought: fo 
erfully upon the Prince himſelf, that he appear d 
n'd of his Follies, fell at his Grandfather's Feet, 
"ID rais'd him with a Kiſs, and promis'd an entire 
aniſſion for the future. After which, the Prince 


eu Emperor, and the Emperor promis'd that he 

Wd appoint no other to ſucceed him in the Em- 
WF, icy both parted wich all the viſible Demon- 
tions of a ſincere Reconciliation. But when the 
c came out to his Accomplices, who plainly 
ww that an Union betwixt him and his Grand- 
er would be their Ruin, they exclaim'd againſt 
in moſt bitter Terms, as one who had betray d 
faithful Friends, and expos'd em to the Fury of 
cens'd Prince, who was become their Enemy 


him. 


this the young Prince receiv'd private Informa 


fſer'd any Violence to his Grandſon, that then 
ds drawn, and having kill'd the Emperor, place 
arch, the Nobility and Clergy were met, and 
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him. Hereupon the Prince, who, among othet 
ters, had my the Emperor to diſcover the Ny 
of his evil Counſellors, ſent for Theodorus Mend 
the Emperor's chief Miniſter, and inſtead of 

forming what he had undertaken, urg'd him 0 
the ſame good Offices with the Emperor for the 
as he had done before for him ; which when 
Miniſter refus d, but adjur'd him to withdraw hin 
from the Society of thoſe Men, who having br 
their Faith given before to the Emperor, would! 
wiſe in time betray him, he thruſt bim from 
with Indignation, and falling in a Moment from 
former Reſolution, he again ſuffer'd the old Cc 
nions of his Follies to reſort to him, and enten 
the ſame pernicious Thoughts he had done beſt 

Of which when the Emperor was inform'd, he 
length refolv'd to ſuppreſs him before he grew 
3 communicating his Reſolutions to 

ut Geraſimus the Patriarch, who inſtantly info 

t fes into the Prince of it, and he fled with his Accompli 
Thrace. the Night before he was to have been apprehent 
and eſcap'd to Adrianople. Cantacuxenus takes 0 

tice of this Treaſon in the Patriarch, but alk 

ſome other Circumſtances, which induc'd the yo 

Prince to fly, whom he takes Care on all Occal 
to vindicate and excuſe. | 

It was a fatal Overſight in the Emperor, that 
not only ſuffer'd, but forc'd thoſe Great Men 
were of the Prince's Party out of the City, ll 
Pretence of ſending them to their Government 
broad; whereas had he ſecur'd em, as he had 
Reaſon ſo to do, the young Andronicus would 
have met with that Aſſiſtance he afterwards i 
from 5 yrgiannes, Cantacuxenus, and the reſt, who 
with a ſtrong Body of Forces at Adrianople read 

receive him. W 

The old Emperor, being advertis'd of the Pritl 

Flight, commanded him immediately to be ptoc 

Traitor, pcoſcrib'd him and all his Adherents, al 
gd , : qv 


43 new Oath of Allegiance from the Inhabitan 
nfantinople : Whiltt, on the other ſide, the Prince, 

ing himſelf at the Head of a powerful Army, ſo | 
aually manag'd the leading Men in Thrace, that Greg 
whole Country in a ſhort time revolted to him; = . 


eaſe, that in a few Days he was able to detach a 22 
cent Number of Horſe and Foot, under the Con- 

| of Syrgiames, Who were to attempt Conſtantiuo- 

14 before che Emperor had recover'd himſelf, and 

it the Citizens lay under a general Confternati- 
Syrgiannes march'd with ſo much Expedition, and 
Emperor found himſelf ſo unable to oppoſe him, 
be was perſuaded to endeavour at an Accommo- 

dell on, and therefore ſent Theoleptus, Biſhop of Phila» 

lia, a Man of extraordinary Reputation for Wiſ⸗ 
and Sanctity to the young Prince, together with 

e his Mother, who like another Yolumnia, was 

aon eprecate her Sons . Indignation, and avert the 

n with which he threaten'd his Country. Syrgi- 
den receiv' d both the Biſhop and his Mother with a 
ret that was due to the one and the other, and 
ted on em to the young Prince lying at Oreſtias ; 
Wc, after ſeveral Diſputes on both ſides, it was at 
den b agreed, That the Empire ſhould be divided, 4s res- 
at the Prince ſhould have all Thrace from Cbritſo- 7" _ 
char W's to Rbegium, and the Suburbs of Conftantinople Enga- 
or his Share ; that his Followers ſhould enjoy with- and che 
it Moleftation, ſuch Lands as he had conferr'd up- Prise. 
nenn cm in Macedonia: And that, on the other hand, 

12d Wie Emperor ſhould retain all the reſt of the Impe- 

al Dcminions, having the Honour of receiving 

fe mbaſſadors, and treating with Foreign Princes. 
boxe nus faith that this Treaty met with many Dif- 

ea ties, that all the young Prince's Friends diſſuaded 

from any Agreement with the Emperor, and that 

pu Army was hardly reftrain'd from aſſaulting Con- 

jinople, "Certain it is the young Prince's Intereſt 

very great, not only in the Aimy where he was 
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which means his Forces receiv'd ſo conſiderable an 
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_  abſolate, but even in the Imperial City itſelf; wi 
ſieveral Perſons of a factious uneaſie Spirit weg 
trons of a Revolution. Thus was the Roman Bug 

as our Authors ſtill had the Vanity to call it, d 
between the two Princes, tho' at that time it com 
no more in Europe than Thrace, Macedon, Theſſaly, 1 
ta, Bæotia, Acarnania, with the Iſlands in Pelham 


The Roman Fiſtory. _— 


Lemmos, Chios, Lesbos, and ſome others. As for 
Territories in Aſia, they were for che moſt pan 


ring theſe Diviſions ſwallow'd up by the Th, 


in the Year 1327, took from the Romans the Ci 


Pruſa in Bithynia, under the Conduct of Ortumm, 


; 


bao 99 


wo/hing- renew'd the War on both ſides, and brought 
Troubles upon the Empire; for the Emperor {et 


took upon him the Government of Mateuu, 
whence he was order d eo invade the Prinee 0 


about that time took upon himſelf the Title of 
tan, or King, from which till then he had'abſtai 
and laid the Foundation of that ſtupendous Gt 


neſs to which his Succeſſors afterwards attain d. 


This Agreement between the two Princes wasd 
long Continuance, for Syrgiannes obſerving that, 
withſtanding his many Services, and extraordit 
Teal for the young Prince, he had not-that Inte 


him he expected, but that he was entirely port 
by Cantatuzimus, who rul'd with almoſt an abk 


Authority, he began to conſider how he might bt 
veng'd onthe ungrateful Prince, by whom hethol 


himſelf ſo ill rewarded for all his former 


Wherefore * — by Letters full of Subm 


prepar'd for his Reception at Conſtantinople,” be 
thicher, and reconcil'd himſelf to the Empefor. 


Son Conſtantine by Sea to Theſſalonica 5 Whets 


ſide, while Syrgiannes at the Head of ſome ! 


who had enter d themſelves into the Emperot%: 
aſſaulted him on the other. The Prince, ſeciß 


ſelf in a manner inclos d, fent Synadenus ot 


the Frontiers of his Empire towards Conan 
undertaking in Perſon to enebunter ot crit 


| 


Uncle, Conſtantine in his Paſſage had ſeiz'd on 

the Prince s Mother, whom he ſent Priſoner: to 

ntinople 3 at Which the Prince was highly exaſ- 

ed againſt him, and ſet a Price upon his Head, 

miling a great Reward to thoſe who ſhould bring 

„ alive or dead, into his Preſence. At the fame 

he order d a Report induſtriouſly to be ſpread a- 

ad of his Grand- ſather's Death, and ſome there 

who had the Confidence to relate that he was 

nina Tumult at Conftantinople, of which they were 

e-witneſſes. This Report, and the Proſeriptions 

t were out againſt him, fo alarm'd Conſtantine, that 

broke up, and retir'd in great Conſternation to 

(alonica, Where he receiv d Letters from the Em- 

or, with Orders to apprehend ſive and twenty of 

chief Citizens, and ſend em Priſoners to Conſan- 

e. Tho' theſe Letters were deliver'd with great 

recy, yet the Perſons concern d receiv d timely In- 

tion of the Danger they were in, and ſtirt d up 

Inhabitants to their Aſſiſtance; whereupon the 

le City was in an Uproar, and the Mob ſeizing 

Conſtantine carry'd him . Priſoner to the young 

ice. his Nephe w, who with much Difficulty pre- 

d him from the Violence of his Soldiers, and ſa- 

his Life, tho he ſhortly after committed him to a 

on more inſupportable than Death it ſelft. 

bortly after this the Turks, who ſerv'd under Syrgi- 

;, being either terrify'd at the young Prince's Suc- 

, and the Reputation he had in thoſe Parts, or 

ately prevail'd upon by him ſo to do, quitted the 

ice and retit d home, at the ſame time that the 

of Lemnos revolted to him; with which, and his 

$ Misfortunesz the Emperor was ſo touch d, that 

leſir d nothing more than Peace. Wherefore ha- 

z releas d Xene, he ſent her to the young Prince 

don at Rhegium,; with Propoſals for an Accommo- 4 pexe 

on; and — Princeſs acquitted her felf ſo hap- rene 4. 

of her Commiſſion, that the Peace was in a few 

s reſtor d, and her Son went to meet his 2 
ather 


re 
"my 
div 
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ons he affirms he receiv d from his Grandfather, H 


lick Revenue in Thrace, and being encourag d h/ 


it was to ſee his Ambaſſadors, that he was ſending 


father before the Gates of the City, where chere 


he demanded, tho he had ſuffer'd him to be croy 


I 
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many high Expreſſions of Duty and Relpe&g 
one A of Tenderneſs and AﬀeRion = r 
After which the Prince went frequently into the 
ty to viſit his Grand- father, and an entire"Confite 
ſeem'd to be eftabliſh'd between m. 

Ho ſincere the young Prince was in this Paci 
tion he made appear by his future Practices, wi 
Cantacuzenus endeavours to juſtiſie by the Provog 


ever it were, tho' the old Emperor had granted hig 


with himſelf in the Temple of St. Sopbia, and alle 
Ann of Savoy, whom he had lately marry'd upon 
Death of his firſt Wife Irene, to be crown'd like 
ſhortly after, yet the ambitious Prince, impatient 
Rival, reſolv'd at length to remove his aged Gra 
father, that he might reiga without a Partner. In 
der to which he enterd into a Treaty with A 
Prince of Bulgaria, his Brother-in- Law, who wa 
make a Diverſion in Servia, if that Prince ſhould m 
to the Emperor's Aſſiſtance; in Conſideration 
which the young Andronicus was to pay him a c 
derable Sum of Money, and deliver up to him { 
tal Cities bordering upon his Territories, ſo ſoon 
he had recover'd the Empire. - - © 
When this was done, the Prince ſeiz'd on thel 


quent Meſſages from ſome of the principal Inhabit 
of Conſtantinople, he march'd towards it, pretend 


the Sultan of Egypt, embark with a Retinue ſuit 
to their Character, at that Place. In the mean time 
old Emperor receiv'd an Information of all Prod 
ings and Deſigns, from one who, in Deteſtationd 
foul a Treaſon, had deſerted the young Prince, 
fled over to the Grand-father. He thereupon 
Meſſengers to him, forbidding him to enter the 

accuſing him of manifeſt Treaſons, and his Brea 
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ate Peace ſo ſolemnly ſ worn to, and confirm'd on 


on th ſides. After this he ſent and deſir'd the Afﬀiftance 
ec Crales, Prince of Servia, and gave Orders to his 


Supplies to be ſent em by that Prince, to march a- 


ed out his Edicts in all Parts of the Empire, even in 
lantinople it ſelf, wherein he proclaim'd a general 


385 


tenats in Macedonia, as ſoon as they had receiv'd 


inſt the young Emperor; who, on the other ſide, 


e eaſe of all Taxes and Impoſitions, and promis'd an 


H gmentation of the Soldiers Pay, by which means 
bin exceedingly. ſtrengthen'd his Party; and arriving 
ro ebegium, requeſted by his Ambaſſadors from the old 
xeror, either that he might have Leave to come 
pon the City, according to the League that was be- 
ken een em, or that he would ſend out to him ſome of 
ent [nhabicants of the greateſt Reputation for their 
dom and Authority, to whom he might freely de- 
r what he had to offer, both to his Grand- father 
the People; at the ſame time he defir'd the Empe- 
not to give Credit to thoſe Court-Sycophants, 
dm incens'd him with their malicious Lies and Infor- 


tion tions againſt him. The Emperor was exceedingly 


a:cofplex'd at this Demand; he knew his Preſence in 
m ol City, where the People were ſo generally well 
(oonMlin'd to him, would endanger a Revolt; and if any 
e ſuffer'd to go out to him, he was afraid they in 
he end would create a Tumult and Sedition, for he 
BS ſenſible his Grandſon would do all he could firſt 
abi in them, and by them the reſt of the Citizens. 
ever, after ſome Deliberation, he thought the lat- 


an propoſal had the leaſt of Danger in it, ſo that four 


(ui twenty of the principal Inhabitants, to whom 
ime others were join'd afterwards, where diſmiſs d to 
roam, to hear what the young Emperor had to ſay 
on 08s own Vindication, and alledge againſt his Grand- 
er. Theſe Men were very graciouſly receiv'd by 
on cut, who having firſt allow'd em ſome time to 
le themſelves, told em in a publick Aſſembly 
aao d for that purpoſe, That had not bu 3 

| 4 ” © 88 FRET 
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bad obſerv d the Agreement that had been made between ' 


in that Exigency. When they were aſſembled het 


ſuaded it might be done with his own Safety, and tbe b 
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ther been prepoſſeſs d to bis Prejudice, there would never þ, 
been that Difference there was as that Day between 'em, 


ſhould he have had ſo juſt an Occaſion of Complaint ga 
him. Then he proceeded to recount how careful 


and, on the contrary, in how many things bis Grand. fal 
had infring'd it ; in Confirmation of which he prod 
ced ſeveral Letters written by the old Emperor to 
les Prince of Servia, and others, which he had int 
cepted, and now urg'd as convincing Arguments 
gainſt him. His whole Speech was manag d with 
much Art, that they who were ſent in the Emperc 
Name to accuſe and reprove him, abſolv'd hin 
their own private Opinions, and recommended to 
the Care of the Publick. After this he dilſcoun 
with em ſeparately in private, and omitted nothi 
whereby he might gain em to be his Advocates, 1 
only wich the Emperor, but, what he more eam 
ly deſir'd, with the People. Accordingly at thy 
Return they highly commended his generous Bet 
viour, his Inclinations to Peace, and his Readinels 
comply in any thing reaſonable with. the Emperor. 

The Behaviour of the People hereupon convind 
the Emperor how juſt he had been in his ConjeQure 
for they could not now be reſtrain'd from declan 
openly their Inclinations to him, and railing att 
preſent Miniſtry, hardly ſparing the unhappy Eax 
ror himſelf ; who dreading the tragical Effe 0 
popular Fury, fummon'd the Patriarch and the rel 
the Clergy, to conſult with em what was to be d 


em, be was ready to quit the Empire, if be could bt 


of the Publick ; but that be had great Reaſon to diſtruſ 
the good Nature and Capacity of the young Emperor, Wi 
be Bad tenderly loud from his Youth, had endeawm' 
endear bim by innumerable Favours and Royal Conct| 
and jet, notwithſtanding all, he perſiſted in his Obſtinad 
Revelijon : Wherefore he deſir'd em, in Den 
3 | : Wiekt 


_ - 
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ei, to endeavour to reclaim bim by their Eecle t. 
ical Cenſures, to pronounce him unworthy of the Empire, 
w exclude him from the Communion of the Faithſul, To 
is moſt of the Biſhops preſent conſented, and agreed 
he ſhould be no more nam'd in the Prayers of 
je Church, till he had learn'd to conform himſelf 
ore ſubmiſſively to the Pleaſure of the Emperor, 
he Patriarch and ſome others, who ſecretly favour- 
the young Prince, ſeemingly conſented, but after 
reral private Meetings among themſelves, the Pa- 
arch, ſummoning the People together by the Sound 
( the Bells, pronounc'd the Sentence of Excommu- 
cation againſt all ſuch as preſum'd to omic the 
me of the young Emperor in their publick Prayers, 
cob d him of the Honours due to the Imperial Dig- 
Wy: For which unwarrantable Act, and rebellious 
Woceedings in the Patriarch, he was, by the Emperor's . 
der, confin'd to the Monaſtery of Mangans. ThePutris 
when the young Emperor, lying at Rhegium, Was arch confi 
form'd of what had pafs'd by Letters from his Friends e 
the City, he march'd towards it at the Head of „,, 
teen hundred choice Men, and being come with- 
aui fight of the Walls commanded his Army to halt; 
ut he, attended by Cantacuzenus, and about thirty 
didiers, rode up to one of the Gates to be admitted, 
d defir'd to have a Conference with his Grand- fa- 
er. They who ſtood as a Guard upon the Walls re- 
md him no other Anſwer, but that it was the Em- 
tors Pleaſure he ſhould depart, as abhorring all 
dnverfation with a Rebel and Traitor. Some pro- 
eded yet farther, and having revil'd him with moſt 
ter Language, drove him with Stones from the 
alls; upon which proteſting his own Innocence, 
charg'd his Grand-father with all the Calamities 
at were to follow, and march'd back with his Ar- 
to Selybria, a Town upon the Propontick, and from. 
nce into Macedonia, where his Forces took in moſt 
the ſtrong Towns and Caſtles, together with the 
Ives, Children and Treaſure of thoſe who ſtill Son: 
Cc 2 tinu d 
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tinu'd faithful to the old Emperor; they themſel 
ſhortly after falling into the ſame Hands, were < 
fin'd to ſeveral Priſons in thoſe Provinces In theme 
time the young Emperor, being advertisd from 
Friends in Theſſalonica, that there wanted nothingh 
bis Preſence to reduce the City to his Obediene 
the People being generally inclin'd to him, he mate 
ed with great Expedition at the Head of ſuch a Nu 
ber of his Forces as he judg'd ſufficient for his R 

oſe; and tho' he who commanded for the old E 
peror did all he could to preſerve the Place in its 
bedience to him, yet he was hardly inform'd of 
Approach, before his Friends beheld his Enfigns fro 
the Walls, and forc'd thoſe who were prepar d toe 
poſe him to retire into the Caſtle, out of which d 
young Emperor, who was immediately receiv'd intotl 
City, drove 'em, after a very vigorous Reſiſtance. 

who ir oſj®= This wonderful Progreſs in the young Empero 


| — 66. Affairs exceedingly perplex'd his Grand-father, wi 


ans, once thought of courting his Grandſon to a Pea 
and was N Ambaſſadors accordingly, wht 


he receiv'd a Meſſage from Michael, Prince of Bü 
ria, with Offers of Aid againſt the young Emper 
his Nephew, which Andronicus readily accepted, u 
the Matter was tranſacted with fo much Secr 
that the Management of it was entruſted to no m0 
than two or three of his moſt experienc'd Friends 
Confidents; notwithſtanding which the young Pri 
had Intimation of it, and having defeated a Body 
Tees 73y the Emperor's Forces near the River Melanes, i 
Mi march'd in great haſte towards Conſtantinople, top 


1 Ueſater. vent, if poſſible, 13 of the Bulgarians: | 


Cantic. he was upon juſt Grounds afraid, leſt they, findil 
the City in a weak defenceleſs Condition, ſhould 
ther kill the old Emperor and ſeize it themſelves, 
what he thought altogether as bad, ſhould bring i 
ſo powerful an Aſſiſtance, as might enable his G 

father to keep him out. He ſent a Meſſenger 
Letters to the old Emperor, in which he offer d! 
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imaginable Submiſſion, told him how much Reaſon 

had to fear thoſe foreign Troops, and advis d him 
be cautious how he rely'd upon em, left he put 
into their Power to ſubvert the State, and attempt 
nething prejudicial to both theic Lives and Dig- 
ties. This Remonſtrance came too late, for three 
uſand Bulgarian Horſe-men were arriv'd, to the 
at Joy of Andronicus, who however remembring 
hat he had formerly ſuffer'd from foreign Troops, 
mitted no more than the General and ſome of his 
ends to come into the City, but quarter d the 
in the Suburbs, | 


„ and return'd into their own Country. Cantacu- 
; faith they pere recall'd home by their Prince, 
io having been ſeverely reprov'd by the young 
peror, for arming his Subjects againſt his Friend 
d Allie, and hearing that Prince's Army was un- 
r the Walls of Conſtantinople, iſſu d out his Orders 
mediately for their Return. 2, ; 

The young Emperor, having thus remov'd the 
garians, Was intent upon what other Meaſures he 
sto take, when two Watch-men of the City fled 
retly to him, and undertook to betray it into his 
ands, provided they receiv'd the Rewards they pro- 
d for their Encouragement ; which being readily 
anted, and the Hour for the Performance perfix d, 
y who were appointed to that Service provided 
mſelves with Ladders of Ropes, which when the 
me appointed came, the Traitors, having firſt 
de their Companions upon the Watch drunk, 


ber more, according to Cantacnxenm, Well arm d uf 
Cc 3 mounted 


When the young Prince ſaw he could not prevail A. D. 
th the Emperor to diſmiſs em, he endeavourd 1328. 
nſelf to draw em off, and prevail'd ſo effectually who depore 
ih his Preſents to their General, that they enclin d 5 
his Propoſals ; and after their chief Officers had — Sol 
n magnificently entertain d by him, they broke liciretions, 


w up about Midnight, and faſten d to the Top , je 


the Battlements, by which eighteen Soldiers, "a rakes Con- 
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mounted the Wall, and broke open that which x 
call'd the Roman Gate, and fo open'd an Entrani 


for the young Emperor, who inſtead of meet 


wich any Oppoſition from the Inhabitants, was wit 
repeated Acclamations ſaluted Emperor. Tho 


goras his Hiſtory appears no great Friend to the yon 


Emperor, as having been bred up in his Gray 
father's Court, yet upon this Occaſion he high 
commends his Moderation and Humanity; he te 
us that the Prince, aſcribing the Victory in the f 
place to God, gave ſtrict Orders to all his Office 
and Soldiers, at the Peril of their Lives, to ab 


from violating in the leaſt either by Word or Det 
the Majeſty of the old Emperor, his Grand-fath 


Androni- 
cus III. 


And when that unfortunate Prince made him 


lamentable Speech, which favour'd more of the 


lamities to which he was reduc'd, than the 
neſs of Mind becoming an Emperor, he was WW 
touch'd with it, that he hardly abſtain'd from Tea 
entring into the Palace he fell at hy Feet, embrac 
Him, and with Words full of Duty and Aﬀedic 
endeavour'd to comfort him. After this he we 
and retyrn'd Thanks to God for his Succeſs, a 
lodg'd in an Apartment near the Imperial Pala 
quartering a ſmall Part of his Army in the City, 
commanding the reſt to encamp without. 

- Andronicus, having in this manner render'd hit 


ſelf Maſter of the Imperial City, was univerl: 


obey'd as Emperor. iis firſt Care was to redreſs thi 
Diſorders that had crept into the State during i 
Civil Wars, and to reward ſuch as had ſuffer ( 
his Account. He recall'd the Patriarch, whom! 
Grand-father had confin'd, to his former Digni 
and at the ſame time interceded with him in! 
half of choſe Eccleſiaſticks who had join'd wich 


late Emperor againſt him; but the offended Preli 


no had fo often injoin'd that Goſpel Virtue of f 
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* 
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in Practice himſelf, - 


giveneſs to others, found it a difficult Task to pit 
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After this the Bulgarians began to threaten the Em- * 
ice with a War, and having form'd a powerful Ar. 
ny made an Irruption into Thrace; and the Romans, 
u the other fide, carry'd the War into Bulgaria, 
ich was manag'd for ſome time with various Suc- 
+; till both Parties at length grown weary, a Peace 
s once more eftabliſh'd between em. | 

Some time before this dy'd Othoman, the firſt King 7% Death 
ff the Turks, who laid the Foundation of the Turkiſh . 
mpire in Bithynia, and is ſaid never to have attemp King «f the 
d any Town in vain but Nice and Philadelphia. The Turks. 
Domeftick Quarrels among the Greeks in his time 
reatly contributed to his Succeſs, tho he was a wiſe, 
aliant, and generous Prince, but deceitful, deſigning, 
nd ambitious, His Reign was long and glorious ; 
e dy'd in the Year 1326, when he had liv'd ſixt 
line Years, and reign'd upwards of twenty eight. Be- 
inning his Conqueſts with = handful of Vagabond 
Nebels, he ſubdu'd many Provinces in the leſſer Aſia, 
nd ſeveral Sultans of his Nation, leaving his Son Or- 
banes Maſter of great Part of Cappadocia, and Bithy- 
ia, to which he afterwards added other Conqueſts 
{no leſs Conſideration. | 
0thoman being dead, the Chriſtians recover'd ſeve- 
al Forts and Caſtles from the Turks in Aſia, in which 
e had not Time to eſtabliſh a regular Government 
fore his Death. Of which when Orchanes was ad- 
ertis d, having ſecur d to himſelf the Succeflion, and 
appily compos d his Affairs at home, he march d with 
b Forces againſt the Chriſtians, and driving em out 
their late Conqueſts, inveſted the City of Nice, for 
e Relief of which the Emperor paſs d over into Aſia, , Cl. 
nd engaging with the Turks receiv'd a Defeat from flians de- 
m, and was himſelf wonnded in the Foot, which feated by | 
ov d afterwards the Occaſion of a ſhameful Retreat, ** Turks: 
or Orchanes having in the late Engagement made Tri- 
| of the Chriſtians Strength and Courage, left three 
undred Horſe to watch their Motions, whilſt he re- 
d farther into the Country with the reſt of his Ar- 
= SS my, 
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my, to ſeize on ſuch Places from whence he mig 
the better incommode the Enemy during their Marg 
That Night the Emperor remov'd to a little Toy 
near the Camp call'd P-zlocrene, there to be cured 
his Wound; whereupon ſome of the old Empergr 
Friends who were then in the Army confidently x 
ported that he was fled, whilſt others proceeded fy 
ther, and ſaid he was dead of his Wound. At whi 
the Soldiers, who thought themſelves left as a Pre 
to the Turks, provided every Man for his own Safety 
ſo that the three hundred Turks, perceiving the ſham 
ful Flight of the Chriſtians in the Morning, poſlels 
themſelves of their Camp, which ſome plunder! 
whilſt others purſu'd their fugitive Enemies, and ſie 
great Numbers of them, before they were able to cor 
vey themſelves into any Place of Safety. The Emper 
ſeeing his Army thus overthrown and broken, ash 
an inviſible Power, took ſhipping, and returnd i 
great Anxiety to Conſtantinople. The Turks tookallthe 
Tents, many of their Horſes, among whom wet 
ſome belonging to the Emperor's own Stable, togethk 
with his Plate and other Furniture of great Value. 

A. D. After this the Turks ſeiz d on many of the Sea-po 
1329. Towns in Bitbynia, and rais d Contributions from 
whole Country, once more threarening the City 
Nice, the Garriſon of which Place the Emperor hi 
upon his Departure promis'd to reinforce with athol 
Nice ſur- ſand Horſe. When Orchanes was inform'd of this, 
3 2 arm'd eight hundred of his own Horſe after the mat 
ine Du. ner of the Roman, and fetching a great Comp! 
march'd em into the high Road that leads from C 
ſtantinople; at the ſame time he detach'd three hut 
dred more, arm'd like Turks, whom he order! 
forage and deſtroy the Country as near as they coup 
and within View of the City, whilſt he with the eie 
hundred Horſe puiſu'd 'em in an hoſtile manner, nM: 
put em to Flight, in ſight of many of the Citizen 
who from the Walls beheld the Action. When ! 
was done they march'd directly to Nice, where tl 
* N 


a 
\ 
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ere gladly receiv'd by the Inhabitants, who took © 
n for Romans ; but being got within the Gates, and 
an Inſtant join'd by the other three hundred, who 
ce. return d from their pretended Flight, they 
ickly kill'd the Garriſon, and maſter'd the City. 
The Imperial Miniſters at Conſtantinople were about 74+ young 
at time in too great a Confuſion to find a Remedy Emperor 
that unſpeakable Misfortune. The young Empe- ,. i* 
had been ſeiz d with ſo violent a Fit of Sickneſs at ,. 
ihmothicum, occaſion'd by a great Cold he had taken Dab, 
Bathing, that his Life was deſpair'd off, and all ; 
oſe who had been inſtrumental in the late Revolu- 
n conſider d with Horror the Condition they muſt 
reduc'd to in caſe he dy'd, and the old Emperor 
4 reſtor'd to his Power and Authority. The two 
iſtorians, Gregoras and Cantacuzenus, differ in no- 
ing more throughout their Hiſtories, than the Ac- 
unt they have given us of the Behaviour of choſe 
iniſters upon this Occaſion. Gregoras ſaith, that 
nacuxenus and the other Favourites were ſo fearful 
the old Emperor, tho' now grown Blind by Age 
d Misfortunes, for he had a long time mingled his 
rink with Tears, and eaten the Bread of Sorrow, 
t they firſt thought of putting him to Death, and 
en they could not all agree upon that, they una- 
mouſly reſolv'd to force the Habit upon him, and 
ake him become Monk; and that nothing might 
wanting to render their Perſecution effectual, S- 
denus, a Man of all others the moſt diſagreeable 
the aged Prince, was choſen to execute this their 
ill and Pleaſure. Synadenus perform'd his Com- his Grand- 
fon with the inexorable Cruelty they deſir'd, ne 8 
d forc'd the unwilling Emperor at once to change 70 Monk, 
W Condition and his Name, impoſing upon him 
of Antbony. On the other ſide Cantacuxenus ſaith, 
t the Emperor, fearing a ſeverer Uſage from his 
olecutors after the Death of his Nephew, volun- 
lly renounc'd the World, and took the Habit upon 
D; adding, That the young Emperor upon his 
Recovery 


His Cha- 
racer. 


ful Tribunal. Whatever he deſign'd, he contin 


who was the moſt to be condemn'd, he or his Gm 


| 
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Recovery was much afMliced at it, as being def 
to reſtore the Imperial Authority to him, and d 
in the midſt of his Sickneſs, when he deſpair' of 
Recovery, he earneſtly defir'd to turn Monk h 
ſelf; which if it be true, tis highly probable he il 
ſeverely ſenſible of the notorious Injuſtice he h 
done his Grand-father, and thought, according 
the Superſtition of thoſe Times, he might with mt 
Impunity appear in that Habit before the laſt die 


in the Empire, and his Grand-father dy'd noth 
after in a Monaſtery, in the ſeventy ſecond, ot 
ſome will have ir, in the ſeventy fourth Year of 
Age, juſt ſo many Days after a famous Eclipſe oft 
Sun, which happen d the thirtieth of November 
fore, but did not continue ſo many, as Gregoras wal 
have us imagine, or rather as others have imagir 
for him. He was, in the Beginning of his Reip 
a ſlothful unthinking Prince, by which he ſuf 
the Turks to gain ſeveral Advantages over him; 
was he throughly awaken'd towards the latter 
tho' continually alarm'd by his Domeſtick Calat 
ties, ſeldom or never appearing in any great Ent 
prize himſelf, but executing all by his Miniſters 
Lieutenants. The greateſt Enemy he had was! 
whom he had nouriſh'd in his Boſom, and indul 
with too much Exceſs. It is not eaſie to detem 


fon, ſince neither Gregoras nor Cantacuxenus Call 
confider'd as impartal diſintereſted Writers. Gr 
was miſs- led by his blind Obedience to the firlt, 
Cantacuzenus by his avow'd Friendſhip to the lat 
Tho' after all, that Man who has any Senſe of I 
or Loyalty muſt conclude, if the one was fault), 
other was inexcuſable. Andronicus dy'd in the 
Year of Philip the Fair of France, the nineteeni 
Lews the Bavarian Emperor in the Weſt, and levd 
of Edward the Third of England, A. D. 1332. 
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ge in the mean time the Turi: purſu d their Conqueſts 
la, and the Emperor found himſelf ſo unable 
\contend with em, that by Cantacuzenus his Ad- 

ea Peace was concluded between the two Princes, 
y virtue of which the Turks were to remain in 
ſſefion of all their late Conqueſts, and leave to 
Romans the peaceable Enjoyment of what they 
not yet wreſted from em. The Turk: being by 
s means render d Allies to the Empire, readily 
ited Andronicus in the Recovery of Mytilene and 

e from the Genoeſe, who were by this time 
own ſo powerful at Sea, as to diſpute the Empire 

it with the Romans. | | 
Shortly after the Theſalians revolted, and took up 
much of this Emperor's Time in the Reduction of 
m, that the Turks, who obſerv'd the Peace no lon- 
rthan ic conduc'd to their Intereſt, firſt made a De- 


Reit into Earope, with a Deſign to ſettle there, with 8 » 
(WF: being ſo warily obſerv'd as they ought to have 
n; Nen by Andronicus; ſo that during this Emperor's 
er KEN, and that of his Son, they exceedingly enlarg'd 
Dir Conqueſts, and in time left the Emperor no 
Eure of the Dominions of his Anceftors than the 


ty of Conſtantinople. 3 
The Emperor was buſy'd in theſe Commotions, Androni« 
| ſome Diſputes in the Church, till the time of 7” 1 
Death, which happen'd in the thirteenth Year 4 p. 


Gn er the Expulſion of his Grand-father, the ninth | 2 41. 
can er his Death, and forty fifth of his own Age, A. D. 
Cr. He was a Prince condemn'd by the generali- Hir Cha. 
|, of Hiſtorians of Ingratitude and Ambition, know- rater. 

e h better how to obtain an Empire by his Artifices, 
Din govern it as he ought when obtain d. However 

% s as much to be commended for his extraordinary 

he M iendſhip to his faithful Servant and Counſellor 

end rc venut, as he is worthily condemn'd for his un- 

ſeſe rural Rebellion againſt his Grand-father, which in 

2. Ne meaſure may be owing, rather to the Inſtigation 


others, than his own Inclinations. Tho' afrer the 
| E Death 
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Death of his Father he found himſelf unayoidy 
engag d in the greateſt Affairs of State, yet is he ft 
to have been ſo much addicted to Hunting, and oy 

Phranz. I. Rural Exerciſes, that he conſtantly maintain d no! 
J. C. 12. than fifteen hundred Dogs, and above a thouſa 
| Hawks, for his own Recreations. 5 
John Pa= The late Emperor had two Sons by his laſt . 
keologus. Inn, the Eldeſt of which, call'd Jobn, being at 
Death little more than nine Years of Age, Cana 
Zenus Was declar'd his Guardian during his Minot! 
and Protector of the Empire; tho' much againſt t 
Will and Approbation of the Patriarch, who thou 
himſelf more worthy that honourable Charge, whi 
gave occaſion to many Factions in the Court, andi 
troducd new Troubles in the Empire. The dece: 
Emperor being bury'd with the uſual Solemnity, C 
tacuxenus earneſtly endeavour'd to reſtrain the gu 
Officers within the Bounds of their Duty, and d 
gently provided for the Security of the Province 
But he was in nothing more ſedulous than his Col 
to the Empreſs, and his Care of the young Eny 
The Patyi- ror and his Brother. Notwithſtanding which the! 
arch an E- triarch, who was a proud ambitious Prelate, omit 
Citacu. no Opportunity of rendring him ſuſpected to the Pn 

anracu- > 2 

Kaus. Ceſs, and by that means ſtudy'd to make him wel 
of his Charge. He repreſented him as a Man of d 
gerous Deſigns, who had nothing leſs than the Im 
rial Dignity in view, at the ſame time that hep 
tended a profound Veneration for the Memory ol! 
deceas'd Prince, and an entire Submiſſion to the Ul 
preſs and her Children. Cantacuzenws either thouy 
the buſie Patriarch would prove too great an Oblaif 
to his ſecret Deſigns, or was ſo ſenſibly offended 
his unjuſt Calumnies, that he once thought of q 
ting the State, and retiring to a private Life; nor cv 
the Empreſs reconcile him to the Court, till hel 
obtain'd a Promiſe from her, that for the future! 
would reſt fully ſatisfy d of his Integrity, and keep! 
Ears ſhut to the malicious Informations of his 


I 
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able to maintain himſelf in that Dignity, to wii 
bis own Ambition did not ſo much invite him, x; 
Perſecution of his Enemies forc'd him to aſſume, 
When the News of this was brought to Conſt 
| pes the Patriarch and his Adherents exceedingly 
lud themſelves for their extraordinary Foreſy 
Cantacuzenus his Mother was committed to a more 
vere Reſtraint, his Eſtate was confiſcated, and 
Wealthy Subſtance apply'd to the Maintenance 
that War which now became unavoidable. This 
the Account Cantacuzenus has given us of this Af 
himſelf, with which other Hiſtorians agree in 5 
ſtance, and rather accuſe his Enemies of that Uſun 
tion, to which they forc'd him, than himſelf... 
Cantacuzenus, having thus aſſum'd the Imperial ( 
naments, endeavour'd to vindicate himſelf from the 
ſperſion of his Enemies, in a long Speech to the | 
of the Nobility and Officers in the Army. He? 
ſuch Soldiers leave to depart as had their Families 
the Tons and Cities ſubject to thoſe againſt whom 


was now engag d in a War, left they ſhonld be 
ak 


treated for his fake, and then proceeded to new n 
del and form the reſt of his Army, and prepare 
his Defence. Adrianople was the firſt City in th 
Parts which refus'd to acknowledge him for Enj 
ror, the Inhabitants of which Place, having 

hold on ſuch as they knew were affected to ti 
ſent em bound to Conſtantinople, and call'd the MW 
garian in to their Aſſiſtance; at whoſe - Approgt” 
moſt of the Cities that had before declar'd for | 
| ſhifted Parties, and ſided with Paleologus, which pro 
of great Prejudice to his Affairs. Whereupon, i : 
better to ſupport himſelf, he enter'd into a Tit 
with the Turks and Myſians, which prov'd of | 
Uſe to him in the Courſe of the War. And tha 
thing might be wanting to put a Stop to the Mile 

of the State, he ſent a Letter to Jobn the Patin 
full of Chriſtian Exhortations to Peace; but his) 
ſenger was ſo ill receiv'd at Conſtantinople, that i 
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y him into Priſon, and kept ſo vigilant an Eye His of 
er the Empreſs, that ſhe had not the Power tl "ns fore 


e on modate Matters, tho upon good Grounds ſhe "73 
+ ey defir'd ir. Having proceeded thus far, they and the 
ol end the young Emperor with great Pomp at Con- , Ems 
BY ine, and the Patriarch in a ſolemn Aſſembly _— 7 
n nmunicated Cantacuzenus, and all his Adherents, Conſtane 
nd oſe of his Relations who had not the good Fortune tinople. 
ne eſcape at the Beginnin of the War were cruelly A. D. 
Thi nder d by Apocauchus, who had for a long time pro- 13570. 
an Enmity to Cantacuxenus, for no other Rea- 

in but becauſe he was a Man of greater Power, and 

rn er affected to the State than himſelf. This Man 


irſt be hav'd himſelf with ſome Moderation, but 
en he found the Breach widen'd, and the Faction 
rm'd againſt Cantacuzenus, he then pull'd off the 
xk, and appear'd the Head of the Party. That he 
tht ſhow the World what they were to expect from 
he us'd Cantacuzenus his Mother with the great- 


hon Barbarity, tho' ſhe was a Woman of Illuſtrious 
| +", and as deſerving as any of her Sex. He ap- 
ow ned her Keepers the moſt diſſolute, and void of 


Humanity, who were continually railing at her 
in her Hearing during the War; pretending 
etimes an Account was brought that he was ta- 
Priſoner, at others that an Expreſs came wich 
ice of his being kill'd in Fight, that his Head 2 
ent to Court, of which the Villains promis d to 

e her a Preſent. Having by this Uſage, and o- 
rCruelties, thrown her into a violent Fever, A- 
Wu would ſuffer no Phyſician to adminiſter to 
and when the Empreſs hearing of the Danger 
was in, order'd her own Phyſician to attend her, 
Patriarch and his Accomplices, having firſt terri- 
| him with bitter Menaces, made him ſolemnly 


Mil ar he would preſcribe nothing ſhould do her any 
und. By theſe Practices the unhappy Lady dy d 
nis My after for want of Help: Of which when the 


bat M oreſs was inform'd, and of the great Miſeries 5 
| ; 


11 


recover'd Strength, and the Heads of the contti 


Barbarity, but had not the Power to reſent it a 
ougght, for they govern d all with an abſolute Auth 


would have forc'd em to ſend to Cantacuzen 


nica, Where Cantacuxenus had a Party that endeayout 
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had undergone, ſhe ſeverely reprov'd 'em for the 


rity; and when by her repeated Importunities { 
al 
make ſome Overtures for an Accommodation, the 
diſpatch'd Creatures of their own, who returning, 
ported Cantacuzenus was ſo far from liftning to x 
"Terms for a Peace, that he had declar'd, if he p 
vail'd in the War he would puniſh che Empreſs x 
her Children indeed no farther than by putting ' 
immediately to Death ; but as for the Patriarch a 
his Aſſociates, he would firft have em whip'd l 
Vagabands round his Camp, and when he had load 
em with all the Indignities his Wrongs could ſugge 
he would then make 'em end their Days under mt 
inſufferable Torments. By this Device they wa 
able to juſtifie the War which they proſecuted wi 
ſo much Vigour ; and Apocauchus having made 
dronicus and Thomas Palæologi Generals of the 
Forces, at a prodigious Expence, mann'd out a Fl 
of ſixty Ships, the Command of which he took upt 
himſelf, and very much embarraſs'd Cantacuzenwl 
Affairs, for he prevented his Reception into Theſal 


AI 


to betray the Town into his Hands, and frighte 
others from expreſſing their Affections to him. 

ter this the Zealots, for ſo our Author calls thoſe th 
continu'd firm to the young Emperor Pally 
prevail'd on every ſide, and Cantacuzenus was redud 
to the laſt Extremity, and forc'd to fly to Cr 
Prince of the lower My/ia for Aid, who receiv'd hi 
with much Honour, admir'd him for the Great 
of his Soul, and Patience in his Calamities, and gl 
him the Aſſiſtance he deſir d; after which his P: 


Faction were greatly diſcourag'd ; this made wa 
Propofals for a Peace, to which Cantacuzenas al 
declar d himſelf well inclin'd, and once offers 


% 
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it the Imperial Purple upon ſuch Conditions as = 
ey ought gladly to have embrac'd; had not their 
un Guilt and Enmity to him out weigh'd all other 


onſiderations. 


ceiving they were unable to fuppreſs him by open 
occe, had Recoutſe to Treachery, and prevail'd 
th Monomachus, à Conftantinopolizan, who upon the 


n him. Accordingly he went d Cantacuxenut, ly- 
chen at Sehhbria, and with a feign'd Compunction 
nſeſs d what he had undertaken againſt him, but 
t being toueh'd with the Horror of the Fact, he 
Ne to aſſure him his Life for the future ſhould be as 
r to him as his own'; and to thanifeſt the Truth of 
at he aſſerted, he produc'd the Poiſon he was to 
e adminiſter'd to him. Cantatuxennt was highly 
35d at the Freenefs of his Confeſſion, and gave 
h ſeveral' rich Preſents, to encourage him to be His 
end for the future. By chis mentis Monomachus ob- 
. Md ſuch a degtee of his Favour and Truſt, that 
had infallibly poifon'd him with another Drug 
ceal'd for that purpoſe, had not Cantacuzenus his 
ends at Conſt antinophe privately #dvertis'd him of che 
or hs rs HT 4277 
antacuxenus havitig thus narrowly eſcap'd the 
re, was inform d not long aftet᷑ that ſeveral of his 
ends were contriving how to admit him into Con- 
finople, among whom were ſome of thoſe who had 
Id with the Zezlors, and acted with the greateſt 
way our againſt him; but perceiving the Heads of the 
alu had private finifter Deſigns in all they did, that 
erd were no longer able ä the War a 
| | os ally 


After this he gain d ſeveral other extraordinary Ad- 
tages over em, and grew in time ſo conſiderable, 
t Orchanes, the Turkiſh Sultan, deſir d his Daughter Orchanes | 
Marriage, to which after ſome Deliberation Can- be Tu ſ 
udenus condeſcended; which ty'd the Turks firmer 
his Service, and render d him more terrible to his 
nemies. In the mean time the Chief of the Zealots, Daughters 


marries 


Cantacu- 
zenus his 


ſurance of a' confiderable Reward undertook to Poi- 


401 
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ally againſt Cantacuzenus, and yet would by no me 
be perſuaded to embrace a Peace, they thought j 
readieſt way to put an End to the Calamities of the 
Country, was to aboliſh the Authority of thoſe Me 
which would quickly determine if Cantacuzenss Con 
be receiv'd for Emperor in Conſtantinople ; for by t| 
time moſt of the other Cities, which had not yet bee 
conquer d by the Turks, had ſubmitted to him.  Wher 
fore they diſpatch'd a Perſon, who for his Experien 
and Fidelity was fit to be entruſted with a Buſineſs 
that Moment, whoinform'd Cantacuxenus of whaty 
in agitation within the City for his Service, and 
ſtructed him how he was to aſſiſt his Friends, by 
Conformity to their Deſigns without; and he, why 
he had been ſufficiently inſtructed by that faithſul 
gent, broke up from Selybria, and retir'd to Adrian 
that thoſe of the contrary Faction might have if 
Cauſe to ſuſpect what was tranſacting among em ih 
his Behalf. It happen'd about the ſame time thattl 
Zealots were at Variance among themſelves, whi 
may chiefly be attributed to the cruel. imperious Hl 
mour of the Patriarch, by which he had diſoblig du, 
Empreſs her ſelf, whoſe Zeal for the Peace and 
fare of the Church was upon all Occaſions very 
markable, eſpecially at this time, when ſeveral Dig; 
ders had crept into it, during theſe popular Tun 
and Civil Combuſtions. Whereupon the Emp 
ſummon'd a Synod of Biſhops, in order to enquire: 
tothe Patriarch's Conduct, and call him to an Acco 
for his late illegal and tyrannical Proceedings gal, 
the Biſhops and Monks. *Twas in that Conjunal 
that the Empreſs was inform'd of Cantacuxenus his 
ſigns upon the City, to which ſhe gave little Cet 


as conceiving twas only a Report rais'd by the Pas 

arch's Friends on purpoſe to defeat the Inquiſiiu 

* Cantaen- form'd againſt him. This contributed very much 
e tnus re. Cantacuzenus his Admiſſion, and he was receiv'd b. 
criv'd inte Friends at the Time appointed, who in the Ny 


Conſtan- 


indole. forc d open one of the Gates, and, being ſhortly 


jd 


/ 
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The young 


Emperor 
perſuaded 
to renew 


the War, 


farre&ions. They advis'd him to remember be was an! 


he had attain'd, yet the Cares of illegal Power fate 

vy upon him, and at length entirely oppreſs d hi 
During the late War he had been extraordinarily aſſi 
ed by Orchanes the Turk, who had a high eſteem for hin 
had marry'd one of his Daughters, and now came 
viſit him. This ſtrict Alliance, and unuſual Intimad 
between two Princes of a different Faith, appear'dy 
ry ſcandalous to the Pope, and other Chriſtian Pi 
ces: At this Camtacuzenus was much concern'd, and 


his Ambaſſadors ſent to Clement VI. at that time Biſhi 


of Rome, made ſo handſom an Excuſe, ſhow'd hind 
ſo ready to engage in a War againſt the Infidels, a 
willing to reconcile himſelf to the Romiſh Communic 
that the Pope highly commended him, and ſeem d 
tirely fatisfy'd with his Conduct. About this timel 


fell dangerouſly ill at Didymothicum, and the Gem 


of Galata, having frequently defir'd to enlarge tha 
City, and been as often repuls'd, upon Sufpicion i 
their chief Deſign was, under that Pretence, to 
cure themſelves by a Wall, and defie the Empero 

Subjects, for whom they were already too ſtrong 

Sea, took this Opportunity, and having ſet Fire WF 
ſeveral Buildings in the Suburbs of Conſtantinople, thai: 
ſeiz d on all the Emperor's Ships that rode then in aſc 


Harbour; after which they gain'd ſeveral Advantaghc 


over him at Sea, and in the end prov'd the moſt dang"! 
rous Enemies Cantacuzenus had to contend withal. Þ 
ſhortly after the young Emperor, who was retir'd wht 
his Mother to Conſfantinople, began to liſten to the li 
nuations of thoſe about him, who repreſented toll 
the inſatiable Ambition of Cantacuzenus, , bt 
left bim no more than the Name of Emyeror, and uſur | 
Supream Power to himſelf, was now labouring to tral 
it down to bis Poſterity, They bid him reflect on by 
ſent Condition, how be liv d like an Exile, expos d tk 
the Incurſions of the Barbarians, 2ho in a manner had 
Thrace at their Devotions, or the Dangers of populat 
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peror, and tu afſert the Honour of his Houſe 5 conelvd 


-. 
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te it the longer be ſate patient under bis Injuries, the more 
I ertable they would grow, and the leſs unable would be 
ali. remove em. | ts 

r hi Theſe Men had undertaken this Office at the Inſti. 
ame ion of Crales, who having broken the League con- 


me |udcd betwixt him and Cantacuxenus, had entertain'd 


rv icreconcileable Averſion to him, and promis'd 
| PrigfMicſe his Penſioners in the young Emperor's Court li- 


eral Rewards, if by their Artifices they could renew 
he War between the two Princes ; and Palzologus, 
hoſe native Simplicity and incorrupted Innocence 


and! 
Bild 
11mſe 


ls, ade him judge of other Mens Integrity by his own, 
unis too eaſily ſeduc'd by their crafty Inſinuations. 
debe principal Actors in this Affair were Men who 
ime i eretofore had profeſs d an inviolable Friendſhip to 
Gen ontacuz,enus, which obtain'd em the eaſier Credit 
e the ich the young Emperor, who upon that Conſidera- 


ion highly applauded em for their Loyalty to him. 
to his Diſaffection in Palæologus broke out ſhortly after 
perofto an open War, which was not throughly extin- 
uiſh'd, till the young Emperor, aſſiſted by the Geno- 


aher-in-Law to quit the Imperial Dignity, which 


inte oot o 
dan it, and liv'd for ſeveral Years remov'd from the Noiſe 
al. Nd Vexations of the World, leaving behind him the 
Wliltory of his own Times, yielding in Beauty ro none 
[the modern Greeks; tho having had ſo large a Share 
the Affairs of that Age himſelf, it is not to be won- 
er d at if ſometimes he diſguis'd the Truth. 
He was undoubtedly a Man of a great Capacity, and 
aweary'd Application to publick Affairs, but had more 


by W'the Stateſman than the Chriſtian in him; as appears 
ina his Alliance with the Turks, the profeſs d Enemies 
bl Chriſtianity, who, according to the Hiſtorians of 
at Nation, firſt ſettled themſelves in Europe during 


e Diſputes between him and his Pupil Palzologus. 
le had a great Command over his Paſſions, and knew 
r how 


3 


e Cantacuxenms his inveterate Enemies, had forc'd his 


in Me did — and retire into a Monaſtery at the Cantacu- 


the Mountain Atbos, where he took the Ha- N 
ur 


Monk. 
A. D 
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how to accommodate himſelf upon all Occaſions, Hi 
Wars were many, and for the moſt part fortunate 
tho' not always juſt and honourable. By his Writing 
it appears that he knew how to render himſelf con( 
derable either in a publick or a private Life, and th 
he loſt nothing of the Greatneſs of his Mind in li 
Retirement. | | 
Fobn Pal zologus having thus remov'd his Competito 
liberally rewarded the Genoeſe, who bad been his gre 
Friends and Confederates, marrying his Siſter to Ca- 
Iuſius, or Gateluz,, their General, and confirming'e 
in the Poſſeſſion of the Iſle of Lesbos, to which the 
laid ſome Pretenſions, and made good whatever e 
had been at firſt concerted and agreed between em. 
- About this time dy'd Orchanes, the ſecond King« 
the Turks, whoſe Son Solyman, a generous, vali; 
The Turks Prince, laid the firſt Foundations of their furure 
ff Sethe pire in Europe, ſeizing firſt on Coiridocaſtron, a im: 
ment in Caſtle but ſtrongly ſituated, and purſu'd his Deſig 


urope. With ſo good Succeſs, that having ſpoil'd the Thraci 
Cherſoneſe, he at length ſeiz d on Gallipolis, which | 
garriſon'd with a ſtrong Body of Turks, who the 
form'd heir Preparations for their future -Conquelis 
bur Solyman's Death, which happen d not long aft 


haſten d that of his Father, who dy'd in the Year 135. 
and left his Son Amuratb for his Succeſſor, who palin 
wich a ſtrong Army over into Europe, and landing 
Galljpolis,march'd from thence and took in moſt oft 
Towns of Conſequence in that Part of Thrace, call 
at preſent Rumilia, and at length conquer'd Adriaw 
it ſelf, Having thus with a prodigious Progreſs in 
manner maſter'd all Thrace, he made Adrianople t 
Seat of his Empire in Europe, as the moſt proper fort 
farther Invaſions, and the Enlargement of his Don 
nions. Palzologus, in the mean time, was ſo far fia 
attempting to oppoſe this victorious Invader, that 
was glad at laſt co receive a Peace from him, wil 
Amurath in the Pride of his Proſperity confider'dt 
Greek Emperor as little other than bis Vaſſal, as it 
4 = | pen 
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ear d at length by his Behaviour to him. For Ando - 
n, the Emperor's eldeſt Son, having contract. 
d an intimate Friendſhip with Saux, one of Amu- 
bs Sons, and being both impatient of Subje&ion, 
dambitious above meaſure, they mutually conſpir'd 

he Deach of their Fathers, as the only Means to ſe- 

ure and haſten their own Advancement. When this 

rs diſcover'd to Amurath, be, after diligent enquiry 

to the Matter, and plain Proof made againſt em, 

nder d his own Son's Eyes to be pluck'd out, and by 
eters requir'd the Emperor to infli& the ſame Pun- 
ment on his Son, threatning if he refus d, to oblige 

im to it by Force; with which the Emperor was fo 
rrify'd, that he inſtantly obey'd, either for that he 
nſider'd he was unable to withſtand Amurath's For- 

x, and therefore thought it imprudent to provoke 

im; or that he was afraid of a War, which of Ne- 

flity would divert him from his uſual Intempe- 

ance: For the Hiſtorian repreſents him as a Prince Ducag. 
pid and unactive, applying all his Time to amo- - 
dus Amuſements, and glory ing more in the Conqueſt 

f a beautiful Woman, than the Defence of his Sub- 

as, and the Security of the State. Andronicus, toge- 

er with his Son an Infant, being thus blinded by 
ding Vinegar, was by the Emperor's Order thrown 

to Priſon, where he continu'd for ewo Years, at 

e end of which he made his Eſcape, and by the Aſ- 
ance, as ſome ſay, of Amurath himſelf, but more 
obably, according to others, of the Genoeſe in Gala- 

he rais'd a War againſt his Father, whom he over- 

rew, and having forc'd his Way into Conſtantinople, 

dus d himſelf to be proclaim'd Emperor, and threw 

b Father and two Brothers, Manuel and Theodorus, 

to Priſon ; where they likewiſe continu'd for two 

ears, and then found Means of eſcaping to Scutari: 

| which when Andronicus was inform d, that Prince, 
Morring the Calamities of a Civil War, under 

ach the Romans had fo lately groan'd, and of which 
would now be eſteem'd the Author, ſent for his 

Dd 4 Father, 


| Father, and having, receiv'd from him an Qath { 
his own Security, reſtor d him to his Throne, andy 
tir'd with his Wife and Son to Selybria, wherę the En 
peror ſuffer d him to reſide in Saſety, and allow hin 

2 reaſonable Revenue for his Maintenance... Oth 
ſay Manuel, Audranicus his Brother, made his Eſcap 
to Bajaxet, who had lately ſucceeded his Father, wit 

whom he contracted to hold the Empire as ttibut 
to him, provided he would expe; his Brother, and co 
firm him in the Succeſſion. This is contradicted 
well by thoſe who make Amurath to have receis 
Jobn Palæolagus, as by Ducas, from whom we lean 
that he dy d ſome time before him, and that Bai 
held fo hard a Hand over him, and impos'd ſuch, diſhe 
. nourable Conditions upon him, that the helplels Ex 
peror, who had a long time been afflicted with thy 
The wy Gout, which his diſorderly Life had brought up 
- & am him, dy'd thro. Grief, leaving no Son living bekin 
gus Him but Manuel, who was then in Bajaxet 8 Con 
A. D. The Truth is, the Accounts we have of the ſew fe 
1387. lowing Emperors, and their Actions, are like tif 
| Words of dying Men, broken and imperfect, as if the 
{ympachiz'd with the preſent Condition of the En 
pire, which began mow to labour under its 

|| — Ww NR” 
Manuel! Manuel, hearing of his Father's Death, poſted aw: 
{| Palzolo- immediately for Conſtantinople, without his, taking 
yur Leave of Bajazet, or acquainting him with the Re 
ſons that call'd him ſo haſtily away: Of which whet 
the Tyrant was inform'd, he ſeverely puniſh'd. thok 
Officers that ſuffer'd him to eſcape, and paſſing wil 
great Expedition out of Bitbynia into Thrace, he de 


| 


— — Ts > * 


Conſtan- ſtroy d all the Cities and Towns 2 to Coma 


tinople be- „ l g * 7 
fel by tinople; and having over- ran all Tbeſſaly, Macedon; 


P: jazet. 


Bulgaria, he ſate down before the Imperial City, bid 
he cloſely beſieg d both by Sea and Land. This I. 
rent of Succeſs provok'd the Chriſtian Princes in i 
Weſt to enter into a League againſt him, and Sigh 
mond King of Hungary paſs d the Danube at the Head 


maol 
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ne than one hundred and thirty thouſand Men, 

id falling into the Tarkiſh Dominions, recover d Vi- 

% with other Places of Conſequence in Bulgaria, 

er which they laid cloſe Siege to Nicepolis. When 

jazet WAS, inform'd of this, and the Danger Nicepols 

z in, he inſtantly rais'd the Siege, and having join d 

| his Forces, march'd with wonderful Expedition, 

d gave the Chriſtians Battel, killing or taking Pri- 

ners moſt of that numerous Army, and then return'd 

renew the Siege of Conſtantinople. When he had 

in before it for ſome time, and perceiv'd that tho” 

Citizens labour d under all the Difficulties which 

nally attend a Siege, they continu d reſolute to hold 

out to the laſt, he hop'd to maſter the Town by 

wing Sedition among the Inhabitants. Jobn, the 

n of Andronicus, of whom we had Occaſion to make 

ention before, ſtill reſided at Selybria, whom Baja- 

thought à proper Inſtrument, if he could make 
ſubſervient to his Deſigns. Wherefore having H n:ſizzs 

ter d into a private Agreement with him, he de- zh the 

rd him Emperor, as being the Son of Andronicus, 7 

muel's Elder Brother, propoſing to the Conſtantino- 

tan, that provided they would drive Manuel out of 

e City, and receive his Nephew Fob», he would 

en withdraw his Army, and abſtain from all Hoſti- 

ies. This created a Diviſion among the Inhabitants, 

o began to murmur and complain of the Hardſhips 

ey ſuffer d; which when Manuel obſerv'd, and that 

me demanded in high Terms for the Admiſſion of 

, he writ to his Nephew, being at that time in the 

4 Camp, and promis d to open the Gates, and 

nquiſh'd the Sovereignty to him, upon Condition 

might have Liberty to depart with his Wife and 

o Sons, and be tranſported in a Veſſel provided for 

at purpoſe to whatever Place he ſhould think fit; 

being a Prince of a tender compaſſionate Temper, 

thought it prudent to give way to Neceſſity, and 

the preſent eaſe his Subjects of the Calamities un- 

| which they groan'd, and leave the reſt to f rovi- 

J dence, 


A. D. 
1402. 


baffled by 
Tamer. 
Jane the 
Tar tar, 


who d. feat. 


; 
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dence, concluding that he might be better able top 
vide for the Safety of the City, which he faw ready 
be devour'd by the;Turks, in his Abſence, than if 
Raid in Perſon to defend it, Wherefore having recs 
the Security he expected from John, he reſigu d d 
Imperial Crown to him, and departed firſt to Yi 
and from thence to ſeveral other Courts in Eures, 
ſollicit Aid againft the Turks, whoſe growing Poy 
began now to be a Terror to all Chriſtendom, 

John, among other Things, had agreed to reſi 
Conſtantinople to Baj ax et, in Conſideration whereof 
was to have Peloponneſus granted to him with an ind 
pendent Authority, and a perpetual Peace was co 
cluded between him and the Turks. When Manuel v 
departed, and Bajazet ſent to demand a'Performang 
of this Agreement from Jobn, the Citizens of Conf: 
tinople, who had in the mean time receiv'd a ſeaſonab 
Supply of Proviſions and other Neceſſaries, abſolute 
refus d to comply; whereupon Bajaxet prepard 
force em to a Submiſſion, when he receiv'd Advig 
that Tamerlane, the victorious Tartarian, Was threz 
ning his Dominions in Aſia with an Invaſion. Forth 
Princes of Asa, being provok'd at Bajazer's Crueltie 
with which he had render'd himſelf deteſtable to x 
Mankind, apply'd themſelves to Tamerlane for a Rt 
dreſs ; and that Prince having conquer'd Partbia, u 
made all the Eaſt to tremble, turn'd his Arms again 
Bajazet, and was now breaking into Syria, which d 
verted the Tyrant from his intended Deſigns again 
Conſtantinople, and call'd him 'to the Security of 
own Dominions. Wherefore tranſporting himſelf wi 
all Expedition to Pr»ſa, he there muſter'd his Ford 
which were drawn thither in prodigious Numbers i 
well out of the Eaſt as Weſt ; with theſe he marc 
againſt Tamerlane, who gave him Battel in the Plains 
Angoria in Galatia, on Friday Fuly 28, 1402. and 
ving taken him Priſoner, led him through his Army 
a Mule, as a Puniſhment for his exceflive Pride, a0 
then confin'd him like a wild Beaſt in a Cage, ** 

3 | | — 
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ich he daſh'd his Brains out the Year following; The Deach 
aching all arrogant tyrannical Princes, how vainly J Bjazet- 
pride themſelves in the Confidence of their own . 
r:ngth, and how much the Hand of Fate is above 


When Manuel the Emperor, who lay then at Me- 
1, was inform'd of the Death of Bajazer, who fell 
(den, as a Star ſeems to ſhoot from the Firmament, 
remov'd from thence and return'd to Conſtantinople, 
here he was receiv'd with the univerſal Acclamati- 
ns of the People, who being offended at John's 
nile Compliance with the Turks, thruſt him from 
WW: Empire, and reſtor'd his Uncle. 
Manuel, immediately upon his Reſtoration, hearing 
erlane was coming to Pruſa, the Seat Royal of the 
laman Princes in Afia, and Repoſitory of their im- 
nſe Treaſures, the Spoils of almoſt half the Earth, 
ſent his Ambaſſadors to wait his coming, and in his 
ame to thank him for the mighty Deliverance he had 
eiv'd by his means, and offer'd to ſubje& himſelf 
d all his Dominions to his Deliverer and Protector. 
merlane at his Arrival receiv'd the Ambaſſadors very 
aciouſly, but refus'd the Preſent, declaring he came 
t fo far to Conquer, but to Reſtore, and that he de- 
d no other Reward for the Service he had the Hap- 
neſs to do their Maſter, but to be remember'd with 
onour for it by Poſterity. After this theſe two Prin- 
mutually viſited each other at Pruſs and Conſtan- 
ple, where all the Expreſſions of Love, Friendſhip, 
atitude, and Reſpect paſs'd between m. 
This great Overthrow of the Turks had like to have 7, 46. 
oduc'd a total Diſſolution. of their Kingdom, both & Condi- 


18, | Ai and Europe : for beſides thoſe Provinces which 1 82 
ch l into the Hands of Tamerlane and his Captains, the jab : 


t were diſmember'd by ſeveral Competitors, who * 
Id Claim to the Sovereignty ; and tho Mabomet, the 
it of that Name, was at length acknowledg'd King, 
t his other Brothers, the Sons of Bajaz't, pretending 


Parately an equal Right to what all would eie 
n | the 


diſtemper'd State, and fo wiſely manag'd the Diyi 


A. P. countenanc'd another Muſtapha, ſurnam'd the Lin 
1417, or his younger Brother, who beheging Nice, took it, t 
1419. gether with ſeveral other Places in Aſia, whither An 


The Death 
of Manuel, 
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the War was continu'd with great Fury between e 

for ten Years together, during which Manuel the En 
peror: had time to breathe, and give ſome Eaſe to} 


ons between the Turks, that they made their Court! 
turns to him, and gave him ſeveral Advantages; A 
tho Mabomet, after much Blood ſhed on all ſides, ar 
the Death of his Brothers, I/, Solyman, and My 
who loſt their Lives in the Quarrel, made himſelf ſc 
Monarch of the Tarks, and at his Death left it to 
Son Amurath ; yet Mannel, aſſiſted by other Princes 
his Nation, ſupported an Impoſtor that call'd hi 
ſelf Muſtapba the Son of Bajazer, who had been ſu 
many Years before in the Wars with Tamerlane, | 
which means he was able to maintain his Quarrel | 
a conſiderable Time, and gave no ſmall Trouble 
Amurath ; at which that haughty Prince was ſo pri 
vok'd, that having after much Difficulty ſuppreſs'd thi: 
Impoſtor, he in Revenge of the Afﬀront laid cd 
Siege to Conſtantinople ; and the Emperor, to divert 

Tyrant, in Conjunction with the King of Caramani 
whoſe Sons had marry'd three of Amurath's Siſte 


zath was forc'd to paſs over to oppole him. 
Shortly after this Manuel the Emperor dy'd, after 
Reign of thirty Years, during which he had been W 
neſs of many Revolutions, and ſtruggled under a mi 
titude of Difficulties, but at length enjoy dia In 
quility, whilſt his Neighbours were engag'd in V2 
round about him. Towards the latter end of | 
Reign he was ſo broken with Age, that the Adn 
niſtration of publick Affairs was committed to his 50 
John, who ſucceeded him in the Empire. 
From the ſmall Account left us of this Emperor, v 
find that he was patient in Adverſity, and humble 
Proſperity, exceeding grateful to his Friends, and 
leſs generous to his Enemies whenever they fell in 
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1 oi; Power. He was both a prudent and politick 
EU ince, and like a skilful Phyfician at leaſt mitigated 
e Rigour of that Diſeaſe, which it was not in the 
ower of Art to cure. Some ſay he reſign'd the Em- 
ire to his Son Job Paleologus in 1419, and aſſuming Onup hit! 
he Name of Ambony, took upon him the Religious 
abit, living in a Monaſtery till the Year 1425. | 
Jobn VI, ſurnam'd Paleologus, found the Tirks ſo John VL 


Mu 

f ofWowerful, that he was glad to accept of ſuch a Peace 

o ils /mwratb would condeſcend to give him: He not 
ces Muy quitted to him all the Towns lying upon the Pon- 
bin, 3c/embria, Derci, and a few others which were 
fable to withſtand the Force of the Conqueror's Arms 


cepted, but engag'd to pay him a Tribute of three 
undred thouſand Aſpers yearly ; a great Price for 
e peaceable Enjoy ment of the poor Remains of the 
pi man Empire, which now contain'd little more than 
mfantinople it felf. " | 

Manuel, the late Emperor, had two Sons beſides 
by, the Elder of which was call'd Theodorus, who 
of the Plague, and the other Andronicus, whom 
e had made Governor or Deſpot of Theſ/alonica, to 
hich Amurath laid Claim, as having been formerly 
quer d by Bajaxet; after whoſe Death it relaps'd 
gain to the former Proprietors; who perceiving they J. D. 
ere not able to maintain it againſt the invincible 1431. 
ower of the Orhomans, deliver'd it up to the Venetiant, Theſlalo. . 
hich occaſion'd a long expenſive War betwixt them nica le 
nd the Turks, till in the end Amwrath took it by 2 — 
torm, in the Year 1429, or 1431, having firſt pro- 
us d his Soldiers the Spoil of that capacious City, 

ad the Inhabitants, Men, Women, and Children, 

Ir their Slaves. all 4 

Nothing could exceed the Calamities of this City, 

at thoſe that follow'd ſome Years after at Conſtanti- 

ve, which ſeem'd to be prefigur'd by theſe. The 


ble Mloly Virgins, devoted to a Recluſe Life, became ſub- 
nd ec to the Luſt of the moſt libidinous Conquerors, 


ad the noble Matrons fell a Prey to infolent Vaga- 
. bonds, 


| bonds, and undiſtinguiſh'd Slaves. The declar'd Ene 
mies of Jeſus Chriſt: profan'd the Altar, robb'd th 
Churches of their ſacred Ornaments, and blaſphem 
God in the Sanctuary. Miſeries till then unheard of 
and not now to be expreſs d, fell like a Torrent upo 
the Head of a guilty impenitent People, whoſe of 
ſtinate Iniquities and daily Provocations had fore d th 
Divine Vengeance down to overwhelm em. Whet 
Amurath had thus, with the Inſolence of a victotio 
implacable Enemy, fſacrific'd the miſerable Inhabitant 
of Theſſalonica to his brutiſh Barbarity, and repeople 
it with Subjects of his own Nation, he return'dt 
. Adrianople, where he gave Audience to the Ve 
A 2 Ambaſſadors, who, weary of the War, and afraid let 
Juni he ſhould in the end tranſlate it into Eubea, made Pre 
them and poſals for a Peace, recommended with ſuch Conceſli 
the Vene- ſions on their Parts that Amurath at length diſdain 
tans. not to condeſcend to it, tho' he inſtantly directed hi 
reſtleſs Arms againſt other Chriſtian Princes, by th 
Fertility of whoſe Countries he was allur'd, or en 

rag'd at their generous Love of Liberty. | 
A. D. This amazing Progreſs of the Turks gave Jobs tb 
1438. Emperor great Reaſon to fear, that his petty Empir 
would at length become their Prey, unleſs he receiv 
timely Aſſiſtance from the Latin, in whom all h 
Hopes of Succours reſted, which made him ſerioul 
deſire the Union of the Greek and Latin Churches, 
pf. the only Means to effect ic. Wherefore hearing 
Council was to be celebrated at Ferrara, and being in 
vited to it by Eugenius IV. Pope of Rome, he went til 
ther in Perſon, attended by the Patriarch, the Cler 
and along Train of Grecian Princes, and was magni 
1 cently receiv'd by the Weſtern Princes. At Florend 
= to which, by reaſon of the Plague that rag'd at F 
1 rara, the Council was afterwards remov'd, the Uni 
between the two Churches was effected, and ſublcrid! 
to by the Patriarch and the reſt of the Biſhops, W% 
ain'd more by ic than the Emperor, for they 
iberal Penſions allow'd em for their Support, whe! 
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be receiv'd nothing but uncertain. Promiſes of Aſ- 
unce hereafter, and had little Reaſon to expect the 
brformance. -. ©, [he bend Fel 
Upon his Return he found his People little ſatisfy'd 
ith what had been done, eſpecially when they heard 
ut ſome of their Biſhops refus'd to ſubſcribe to the 
crees of their Council, till chey had receiv'd the 
oney they had bargain d for before- hand, by that 
ans publickly proſtituting their own Conſciences, 
eir Religion, and the Truſt repos'd in em, for Gain. 
tis Uneaſineſs in his Subjects, the Loſs of his Em- 
els Deſpina, Who dy'd during his Abſence in Italy, 
id the Gaily Encroachments of the Turks, were Cala- 
es too inſupportable to one already broken with 
ze and the Gout, and haſten'd him to his Grave, af- John the 
the had reign'd twenty four Years, and beheld the Emperor 
avoidable Ruin of the Empire gathering at a Di- %, 
Ince, and like Waves in a tempeſtuous Sea rolling 
with an impetuous Courſe, ſtrengthning and en- 
ging it ſelf in its Approach. Tho' moſt Authors 
zee upon the Time that he reign d, yet they dif- 
as to the Year in which he dy d, ſome placing his 
kath in the Year 1444, or 45, and others in 1448. 
left the Shadow of the Empire, and the Cares Conftan- 
at attend it, to his Brother Conſtantine, but the Sub- tinus Pa- 
Ince was gone long before. His Dominions were lolo gs. 
moſt included within the Walls of Conftantinople, 
hither the Imperial Power and Authority re- 
d, ſhining with a languid imperfe& Light; as Life 
a Heat are driven frequently from the Members to 
0 N of which at length they are diſpoſſeſsd 
Death. N = | . 
Amurath, the Turkiſh Sultan, did not long ſurvive amarath 
e Emperor, but dying in the Year 1450, left his i « 
ge Dominions to his eldeſt Son Mabomet, whoſe mg 4 
other being the Prince of Servia's Daughter, and a Kun -—- 
ciſtian, the Chriſtians promis'd themſelves at firſt Gen. 
ighty Advantages from the Death of Amurath, but 
uckly found how much their Hopes had deceiv'd 

. F - | | em. | | 


* 


God concern d himſelf with the Affairs of the Wort 


it in his Power to take that City, 


pull his Skin over the Ears of any other that ſhoull 


vho ſcour'd the Country up to the very Gates 6 
the City, which the Emperor by a provident Cl 


in the Work, which in the Beginning of the Sptig 


ſame time he ſent to deſire Aid from the Pope, 
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em; for Mabomer quitwardly ee che Super; 
ons of his Fachers, and declar'd himſelf an'Enemy 


Chriſtianity, tho in reality he was of no Religigh 
all, but derided the Simplicity of thoſe who thong 


and to give Mankind à terrible Inſtance of what thi 
were to expect from him, he was no ſoonet confi 
in the Throne, but he put his Brethren to Des 
At firſt he enter d into a 5 wich "the Emper 
Conftantine, but fo ſoon as he had finiſh'd the Catan 
nian War, which detain'd him for ſome time in 4 
he then paſs d over into Europe; and having built 
Fort, call'd by the Greeks Næocaſtrum, oppoſite to 
nother in Aſia call d r or the white Cutie 
by which means he had a perfect Command of thi 
Streights, and was able to curb Conſtantinople, fro 
whence this Caſtle was but five Miles diſtant, and 
terrupt the Trade which the Merchants of Venice, G 
noa, and Conſtantinople drove at Corfu, he then thoug 
o often attempte 
by his Predeceſſors, who after long Sieges had bee 
torc'd to rife from it with Diſhonour. A 1 
The Citizens of Conſt am inople were exceeding! 
concern'd at this Undertaking, conceiving, upd 
good grounds, that it was defign'd for their Deſtrus 
on; wherefore the Emperor fent his Ambaſfadort 
Mahomer to expoſtulate the Matter with him, to 
prefent to him the Injuſtice of the Attempt, and! 
poffible to divert him from ic. Bur the arrogant I 
rant was fo far from complying, that he threatend 


be ſent to him upon that Errand, and proceeded d 
was finiſh'd ; after which he ſent his Troops abroal 


had before ſupply'd with plenty of Proviſions, a 
other Neceſſaries requiſite to a Siege. And at * 
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e other Chriſtian Princes, who notwithſtanding, 
jiſs-led by a ſtrange Infatuation, ſuffer d the City to 
come 2 Prey to the Turbs, whilſt they ſate fill as 
le Spectators, or were wholly employ'd in petty 
Daarrels among themſelves. 8 . 
In the Beginning of the Year 1453, a Year fatally 4. D. 
jemorable to all Chriſtendom, Aabomer march'd 1453 
om Adrianople at the Head of three hundred thouſand 
en, Bulgarians, Servians, Macedonians, Germans, Bobe- 
vans, Hungarians, and even Greeks having liſted them- 
elves under him; it being always the Policy of the 
lubometan Princes to allure Chriſtians to fight againſt 
ir Brethren, and to turn their unnatural Arms a- 
aui iat themſelves. To theſe were added his effemi- 
ate Soldiers of Aſia; his natural Turks and Faniza- 
u in Number fewer, in Quality inferior, and yet 
4% commgnded all the reft. With this Army, well 
oointed with all warlike Proviſion, Mabomet came, 
id on the ninth of April encamp'd before Conſtanti- Who lay 
pee je, covering with his numerous Troops all the main Siege e, 
nd before the City, from the ſide of the Boſpborus Confane 
te Haven, which the River running far up into EG 8 
ng Land, makes between Pera and Conſtantinople. The 
ick, were plac'd on the right Hand towards the 
8/07 ; the Europeans lay on the left, extending to 
Haven, and the Sultan himſelf was planted with 
een chouſand Fanizarics and other Guards over- a- 
int the Heart of the City, and in the Middle be- 
ten both. His Admiral at the ſame time brought 
(0c conſiſting of thirty Gallies, two hundred ſmall, 
eu ip, and other leſſer Veſſels mann'd with Turkiſh _ 
chers, who were more for Shew than Service. The ,.- 
peror on the other ſide had no more than ſeven frength f | 
roa eat Ships belonging to the Genoeſe, with three Cre- the Be- 
Gallies, as many from Venice, and two Galliots, 4's: 
d a few other ſmall Veſſels of Chios, all which came 
ither upon the Account of Trade, and by Chance 
her than upon any deſign of Service, for which 
e were not well provided. Beſides the Grapes 
| HS: +: arm d 
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arm'd by the Emperor for the Defence of the Cit 
he had entertain'd in his Service N Tuſtinia 
a Genoeſe Adventurer, who having been ſcouring tho 
Seas, came about that time to Conſtantinople with ty 
tall Ships, and four hundred bold, hardy, and expt 
rienc'd Soldiers. This Man, being of noble Deſcen 
receiv'd a hearty Welcome from the Emperor, w 
made him Lieutenant-General of all his Forces, cor 
ſiſting of no more than ſix thouſand Greeks, and thre 
thouſand Strangers, upon whoſe courageous Defend 

the Fate of his Empire depended. 4 
The pre- When Mabomet had aſſign d each part of his A 
greſt f the their ſeveral Quarters, and had in a manner ſurrout 
B. gern. ded the City both by Sea and Land, he planted 
Batteries as near the Walls as poſlible, and rais d g 
Mounts in ſeveral Places as high as the Walls then 
ſelves, from whence the Defendants Were ſorel 

gaul'd by the Turkiſh Shot, He had in ffis Camp 
piece of Ord'nance of a prodigious Size, drawn vit 

much Difficulty by a hundred and fifty Yoke of C 
en from Adrianople, where it had been caſt by an Hy 
garian Founder, who had formerly offer'd his Seri 

to Conſtantine, from whom he met with ſo ſmall 
couragement, that he fled over to Mabomet Whilll 
was buſy'd in building his new Caſtle, who aflign 

him ſo liberal a Penſion, that for a quarter of it 
would have continu'd firm in-the Emperor's Servi 
With this vaſt Piece Mabomet terribly. ſhook tl 
Walls, and made ſuch Breaches, that the Defendan 
who omitted no part of their Duty, found it almo 
iümpoſſible to repair em. At the ſame time his Pi 
neers, directed by ſome fugitive Chriſtians, l 
brouguiit their Works to ſuch: Perfection, that part ( 

the Wall and a great Tower ſtanding upon it weree 
tirely undermin'd, and there wanted nothing bf 


the Tyrant's Direction for the blowing it up, Wal 


a German Captain call'd Grandis, a Man of great 
e Services of that Nature, ſuſpecting 
Enemies Deſigns, wrought a Countermine, and i! 
L 1 
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the City for the preſent. 


WW! -DTIWTTCA rere . 
for i „This, and then vigorous = 22 
kcfiſtance of the Defendants, prolong'd che Siege, Ke” 


ta chrew the Tyrant intg a great Rage, which was fue Chri- 


center worſted by four Geeſe, Ships laden wich Men 
nd Ammunition from. Chios, and one belonging; to 
colt: Emperor, freighted with Corn from Sigi. The 
[rk Admiral at the firſt ſight of em Was order d to 
ke em if poſſible, or at leaſt to prevent their join- 
ug the reſt of the Fleet which lay croſs the Haven, 
ner which the Emperor had drawn a Chain from 
ou to Con ſtantinople, and plac'd the Fleet within it 
r the Security of the Harbour: but the Jurkiſb Gal- 
$ being low built, their Crew, when ever they 
henW-2:ded one of thofe tall Ships, fought with a migh- 
ore; Diſadvantage ; for the Chriſtians from on high 
ſunder'd their Shot down upon em, and made 4 


eruclen, he tore his Hair; blaſphem'd God, and with a 
ind headſtrong Fury ruſh'd into the Sea, as if the 
ſaters were bound to bear him and his Horſe to his 
Migueet, and he by his ſingle Preſence was able to turn 
| it e Fortune of the Day till inſtructed better by his 
erieganger, he turnd back, and fill'd the Air with 
Wd Outcries, and diretul Execrations. At length 
dan Fleet, weary ; and dilabled, for they are ſaid to 
amg re loft above ten thouſand: Men, retir'd with Diſ- 
oaour, andall the Chriſtian Ships, except one which 
„ s ſunk, got ſafe. into the Harbour; which. When 
lomet perceiv d to be ſo ſtrongly defended, that he 
ere ould not poſſibly force it; nor conſequently aſſault 
Dg Vic City on that fide, he enter'd upon a bold extra- 
ant Deſign, of which none but à Soul large as 
eat Ws own could be capable. For having commanded 
the Wood from behind. Pera to the Haven of Con- 
ntinople to be fell d, and the Ways mended as well 
the Nature of the Ground would admit, he con- 

Wo Ee 2 triy d 


gpravared when; he, beheld: from Shore bis whole fan 


wic oody havock among em.  Mahbomet all the while yqzhor 
beld the whole Action from aſhore, and perceiving mer's inſo5 
be unequal Fight, and prodigious, Slaughter of his en AR. 
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triv'd ceftain Engines by the Aſſiſtance of a Rene 
do Chriſtian, who had ſeen ſomething like it pra 
ctis d before by. the Veneriauts in the Lake of Benu 
who con- with which he convey'd eighty of his Ships with 3 

Admiration of thoſe” wh 


Mu Les ſaw it over Land, the ſpace of eight Miles into th 


Land into Haven of Conſtantinople, where the Chriſtian Galli 
che Haven, attempted" to have burnt tfibfe Veſſels as they we 
_ launching*em ; but Mabomet had before planted ſ. 
veral Pieces of great Ocd'nance: for their Defence 
with which he ſunk the foremoſt of the Gallies, an 
forc'd the reſt to retire. Having thus got Poſlefſio 
of the Haven, he caus'd a' Bridge to be built over 
with wonderful Labour and Expedition, by whic 
means that part of his Army which lay encamp 
near Pera, could paſs over to the Walls of Conftantin 
ple, and aſſault it on that ſide alſo. 

The Bcha- In the mean time the City was not in more Dang 
v/0ur of from her Enemies without, than her own Citizen 
the be" who were miſerably divided with Factions within 
fiegd: and 'tis wonderful to conſider how far that unhapp 
People were tranſported with a blind Zeal for Re 
gion, at a'time when they were ſurrounded wit 
Dangers,” and Deſtruction ſtood waiting at the 
Doors to devour 'em. The Diſputes relating to. ti 
Union wich the Latins were grown by this time 

high, that ſome of principal Authority in the C 
ty trade no ſcruple of declaring, that they had ratht 

Duc. cap. ſee a Turk's Turban, than a Cardinal's Cap at Conf 
58. rinople ; by that means ſacrificing all that was dear 
em, their Duty to their Country, their Intereſt, the 
Liberty, and that very Religion about which the 
wich ſo much Heat contended, to their private An 
moſities, and ill- grounded Opinions: A ſtrange! 
fatuation, and a manifeſt Token that God in his Ul 


pleaſure had forſaken em. 5 3 

During theſe Diſputes and Contentions, the Auxi 
ary Soldiers mutiny d for want of Pay, and the Inl 
bitants refus d to go upon the Walls, declaring 0 
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ad no Courage to fight againſt the Turks in the 
reaches, Whalſt their Familhes ſtarved at home for 

want of Suſtenance. To remedy. theſe two great E- 

js, after the poor Emperor had firſt with Tears in 

nin requeſted of his covetous Subjects to.lend their 

Money for the Defence of the City, and they affirm'd 

jith Oaths that they had none, but were reduc'd to 

xream Poverty for want of Trade, he was forc'd to 
Mconverc the Plate and Jewels of the Church into Mo- 

ey co ſatisfie his Soldiers, and commanded a View 

o be taken of all the Corn in the City, which upon 

fligent Search was found in great Abundance in pri- 

ate Mens Hands, who conceal'd it on purpoſe to 

make an unreaſonable Advantage of it; which howe- 

er the Emperor now caus'd to be divided proportio- 

„ ably to every Family at a reaſonable Price, and ſi- 

enc'd the Complaints of the People, who were by 

hat means ſupply d with more than the Time allotted 

em by Fate would ſuffer em to conſume. 

For Mahomet having now prepar'd all Things neceſ- Mahomer 
ary for à general Aſſault, the fatal Hour was ap- Near 
roaching. The report of the great Preparations the , ©. 
Princes were making in the Welt forthe Relief of the : 
City, made it debated in a Council of War, whether 
the Siege was to be continu'd or rais'd. Some were 
o Opinion that the Army ought to break up and de- 
part, without running the hazard of a Defeat from 
be Chriſtians; but the Arguments of thoſe who were 
lor the Continuance of the Siege agreed beſt with 
Mibomet's Humour, whereupon the Day was appoint- 
ed for a general Aſſault. Haly Baſſa, who had tor- 
merly been Mahomer's Tutor, and was of the other 
Opinion, diſdaining to have his Council rejected, and 
nwardly well inclin'd to the Chriſtians, ſecretly ad- 
yertis d the Emperor of it; for which he was after- 

Wards ſeiz d by the Tyrant's Order, and carry d in 
Bonds to Adrianople, where he was forc d by exquilite 
Tortures to diſcover his Treaſure, after which he was 
in his extream old Age put to Death. f 
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Juſtinian, 
the Emnpe- 
ror's Ge- 

ral, wound. 
td, retires; 


the City to the Divine Protection, and then appoint 
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The Emperor, fore-warn'd by this friendly Adme 
nition, firſt recommended the Care of himſelf” an 


ed every Man to his Poſt, for the Defence of tt 
Walls, Uut becauſe the City*was ſo large that all Part] 
could nor equally be defended by fo {mall à Numbe 
as were the Befieg'd, the greate Strength wasplac' 
for the Defence of the outer Wall, where a, confide 
rablz Breach had been made by the Piece of Ord gane: 
before: mention'd. This Juſtinien, with .three bun 
dred Geneeſe, and a ſelect Body of Greeks, undertook 
to defend, and the Emperor himſelf, with another 
Body well arm'd, was Pn him. Here the 
lay all Night, waiting for the Time when che Aſſault 
was to be given, and hearing with Aftoniſhment 2 
great Noiſe in the Turkiſh Camp, who were making 
Preparations for it. Mabewet had ſome time befor: 
offer'd *etn' a Peace, but upon ſuch Terms as he knew 


they would not accept, which was done either to try 

if they had Courage to hold out to the laſt Extremity, 

or to juſtifie all the Barbarities he was reſoly'd to ex- 
erciſe againſt em, when he had maſter d the City. 


Early on the twenty ninth of A/ Mabomet de- 
tach'd a great Number of ſuch as were leaſt regarded 
by him to begin the Aſſault, who were deſigu d for 
no other purpoſe but to weary the Chriſtians, before 
the Attack was begun by his more yigorous Aſſai- 
lants, who were twice or thrice repuls'd by. the Be- 
ſieg d, but wich freſh Courage they renew'd the A. 
ſault. During the Conflict Fuſftinian receiv'd 2 
Wound in his Arm, at which when he perceiy'd he 
bled apace, he withdrew from his Charge, without 
leaving any to command in his room, and cau- 
ſing the Roman Gate to be open'd, which had been 
ſhut wich the reſt by che Emperor's Order, that his 
Soldiers, obſerving there was no Way left for em 
to eſcape, might fight with a more deſperate. Cou- 
rage, he retir'd firſt into- the City, and getting from 
thence to Pera he took Ship and ſail'd to Los 

| | | Whele 


— 


_ m. — — 3 — — — —— — CC 0 


chere he finiſh'd his Life with more Ignominy, than 

he could have loſt it with Honour under the Walls of 

lnſtantinople. anne = as 
The Soldiers, diſmay'd at their GeneraP's Retreat, 


Wind forioufly aſſaulted by the Fanizaries, quitted 


their Poſts in great Confuſion, and fled too, ſtri- 
ring to follow him in at the ſame Gate; whi- 
ther they preſs'd in ſuch great Multitudes that eight 
hundred of em were trodden under foot, among 
whom was the Emperor himſelf, who, perceiving 
that neither his Words or Example could remove 
the Panick Fear which had ſeiz'd his Soldiers, 
fed wa the reſt for Safety, and was preſsd to 
Death. Ap. ids Born 


the Flight of the Chriftians, advanc d their Enſigns, t 1h. 
and repeating with - reiterated Shouts the joyful 
sounds of Victory, ruſh'd in at the Breach, and 
ike a Flood whoſe Fury had been long reſtrained, 
bore down all before 'em, killing -fuch as came in 
their Way, whether they ſubmitted, fled from em, 
or had the Courage to reſiſt. For conceiving, by 
the vigorous Defence they had made, there had 
deen many thouſands more in the Place than there 
really were, they gave no Quarter, but fill'd the 
Streets with Blood and Horror. The Miſeries that 
hereupon enſu'd were ſuch as Eye hath not ſeen, 
nor Ear heard, neither has ic enter'd into the 
Heart of Man to conceive, exceeding even thoſe 

Jeruſalem once felt, which are fo lively repreſent- 

ed by the diſconſolate Prophet, and to which all 

other Deſcriptions would be infinitely Inferior. Du- 

ring the Heats which aroſe upon the Account of 

Religion, thoſe who oppos'd a Conformity to the nyc. 
Rmiſh Communion abſented from the great Church, 
% diſdaining to communicate with their Adver- 
laries ; but now their Fears drove 'em, whither 
their Charity could not before lead or invite 'em. 
They ruſh'd thicher in promiſcuous Crouds as to 
Ee 4 an 


City, 


0b. v. OV; Css Paledlogs: 38 


In the mean time the Turks, being animated with and occafi- » | 
Loſs of the | 
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an A/ylum, but the Holy Sanctuary could afford u. 
Protection to thoſe, who had forſaken God, and 
for that Reaſon were forſaken by bim; for the 
were all ſlain without Pity, except ſome few n 
ſervid by the barbarous Conquerors to Purpoſe, 
| | more grievous than Death it ſelf. Whilſt ſome were 
= buſy'd in profaning the Churches, and with im 
1 pious Hands tore down and defac'd their Holy 
4 Ornaments; others equally barbarous foro d theit 
miſerable Captives, and with Torments till the 
{ of uninvented, to diſcover the Treaſures thoſe unhap 

| y Wretches had hid from the Emperor during the 
\;| lege, and which now appear'd ſo great that the 
| ' Turks wonder'd at their Wealth, and at the ſand 
| 
| 
| 
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time derided their ' Folly, that poſſeſſing ſo muc 
they beſtow'd ſo little in Defence of , themlelves 
and their Country; and at this very Day, When 
Man is obſerv'd to grow rich on a ſudden, the Turk 
ſay by way of Proverb, He bas been at the "Sack oiſ® 


7 


Conſtantinople. 1 
WM 5 Death .. Some ſay the Emperor was not prefs'd to Deat 
Wl of che En- but that be, being accompany'd with Theophilus P 
Wl 2" H[eologus, Francs Commenus, Demetrius Cantacuzenus, and 
24 the reſt of the ſtouteſt among the Nobility, did 
more than could be well expected of a Man, to 
oppoſe the Inundation of the Barbarians, till hel: 
was forcd to yield to their infinite Number; and 
when he ſaw all his Companions -kill'd, he cry 08 

| Duc.cop. Out in a lamentable Tone, What, is there-no Cori 
 . ian near me to cut off my Head? And that one 0 
= the Enemy, who did not know him, wounded hin 
=_ in the Face, whilſt another came behind him, and 
# ſtruck him dead; and that Mabomet, to honour the 
Courage of ſo great a Prince, commanded that al 
* Funeral Honours due to Emperors ſhould be paid 
im, — 1 ? ; x oe ES 
- Thus dy'd Conſtantine Palzoligms, the laſt Emperit 
of the Greeks in Conſtantinople, and had the unfortunat 
Honour of being accompany 'd by the Empire 7 1 
| FF 9 ” e, e. 1 54 1 15 8 1 
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I nail, after he had liv'd forty nine Years, and reign'd 
oft ten. He dy'd, as ſome of his Predeceſſors de- 
rd to die, in Action, fighting with his Sword in his 
and for the Defence of his Country; like a ſecond 
Le ſtanding in the Gap, and endeavouring to avert 
e Divine Judgments from his People, but che Mea- 
re of their Iniquities was compleat, and the deſtroy- 
is Angel was ſent out againſt em. To refer private 
lamities to the Sins of thoſe on whom they are in- 
ited is juſtly eſteem'd bold and uncharitable, but 
hen God's Judgments are diſcharg'd in general upon 
whole Nation, when the Upright periſh with che 
Wicked, and the Innocent with the Guilty, then it 
ful for us humbly to enquire what it was that 
red the Divine Indignation down upon em, and 
jaſtifie the Decrees of Providence; and ſure the 
reeks are equally an Inſtance to us of God's Mercies, 
d his Judgments, He had forborn em long, tho” 
ey daily provok'd him by their Pride, their Impiety, 
nd Uncharitableneſs ; till at length he rais'd barba- 
us Nations up, who were firſt permitted to chaſtiſe, 
ad when they ſtill continu'd in their Impenitency, 
den were they at laſt commanded to deſtroy em. 
hey who reaſon thus upon this Diſſolution of the 
mtontinopolitan Empire, which has ſince prov'd ſo 
al ＋ Chriſtendom, are more to be commended 
an thoſe who aſcribe it to Cauſes, which ſavour 
ore of Human Policy, and derogate from the Reſpect 
ne to Divine Providence. This great Revolution 
appen'd in the ſeventh Year of Nichol the Fifth, 
'ope of Rome; the thirty ſecond of Charles the Se- 
enth of France, and thirty third of Henry the Sixth, 
ing of England, A. D. 1453. 
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Tius an Eunuch, his ambitious 
Practices againſt Irene, p. 3: 

caſeus is advantageous Stratagem, 


9235 | | 8 
erander, the Son of Baſilius, ſucceeds 
wrate Reign, 70. and Death, 71 


ius, p. 201, and ſuppreſſes him, 202, 
he commands againſt Bryennius, 205. 
whom he takes Priſoner, ibid. his Stra- 
tagem by which he defeats Baſilacius, 
207, revolts from the Emperor Nice- 
phorus III, 209. and i declar d Em- 
teror by the Officers of the Army, 210. 
le rakes Conſtantinople, 211. and 
dpoſes Botoniates, 212. his AFGons 


te to a Peace, ibid. defeated by Ro- 
bert, 221+ reduc'd to great Neceſſit N, 


the Scythians, 229. his great Victory 


the Turks, ibid. be again overthrow; 
the Scythians, 235+ his Behaviour to 
the Cruſade, 243; & ſequ. his Arti- 
, 256. his Death, 260. and Cha. 
racter, 261 | 
lexius II. @ Child, left Emperor, p. 
239. depos'd and ſtrangled by Andro. 
nicus, 297 

ius Angelus depoſes his Brot her 
Iſaac, p. 314. his ominous Reception 
into the City, 


. 


puolick Affairs, 317. bis ſenſeleſs Se- 
Furiry, 321. flies from Conſtantino- 
de, 325. ſolicits the Turks againf 


| 


Leo the Philoſopher, p. 69. his dege· | 


exius Comnenus ſent againſt Ruſe. | 


| 


| 


gainſt the Turks, 216. whom he for- | 


222. his Artifice, 224. overthrown by | 


wer em, 228. his ſecond War with] 


315. his Averſion to 
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bis Son. in · Law Theodorus Laſcaris, 
337. who confines him to 4 Manaſies 
ry, 338 * 4 4 

Alexius, the Son of Iſaacs rileas'd by 
his Uncle, p. 340. fies into the Weſt 
341. ſolicits the Latins for bis Reſto» 
ration, 342. . comes o their 4 

* | , 344» crown” Emperor, - . 7 
ard by Murtzuphle, 4 53 =o 

Aluſianus A Bulgarian , his For tunes, 
p-. 166, & deinceps. 

Andronicus hu ambitiow Deſigns, p. 

276. marches towards Conſtant 

ple, 291. enters the City, 293. his 

Crueltiesr, 294. orders the Empreſs to 

be flrangled, 296. declar'd Emperor, 

ibid. frangles Alexius, 297. his great 

Tyranny, 298. flies, and i apprehend. 

ed, 301, 30 2. murder d, 303 . his Cha- 

racter, ibid. 

Anna Comnena, Daughter of Alexius 
the Emperor, her. Deſigns againſt ber 
Brother John, 281. by whom (be is 
pardon d, 282 1 | 

Annibal, he Carthaginian General, ſee 
Hannibal. | 

Antioch. raten by the Cruſade, p. 269 

Aſſan, King of Bulgaria, p. 343- ver- 

throws the ro of Epure, 344 


Baldwin, Earl of Flanders, choſen Em- 

peror of Conſtantinople by the Las 

tins, p. 335. Scſieges Adrianople, ib. 

and i cruelly put to Death, 336. his 

Character, 337 

Baldwin II. ſaccceds Robert, Emperor of 
Conſtantinople, 346. ſolicits the A 


fiſtance of the Princes in the Wiſt,3 48. i 
| is 


Barbatoſſa / Preparation for the Holy| Danger, 247. defeats the Tus, 24 


Baſilius Macedo his Parentage, p. 47- 281, overthrows Manuel, 282+ bin 


r « 
zu great Security and Poverty, 3 59. Bohemond defeated at Sta by the 
..- loſes Conſtantinople, ibid- hir -Endea-| netians, p. 219. Joins with the off 

wours to have him reftor'd, 3 64 Princes in the Crafade, 239. in gr, 


War, p. 308. obſtructed by Iſascius bis Practices with s Citizen"ef þ 
Angelus, ibid - hs Anſwer to Iſaa-| tioch, 250. his Stratagem, 234, be 
cius kis Ambaſſadors, 309. his ſecond | ges Dyrrachium, 256. his Death « 
Anſwer, 310, he forces Iſaac te ſub- Character, 258 - 
mit, 311 Boniface, Marquis of Montferat, 
Bardanes declar'd Emperor by the Army] ated King of Theſſaly by the Latin 
in the Eaft, p. 6 bus Eyes pluck'd out} p. 335. takes Alexius the Uſurper P 
by Order of Nicephorus I, 7 7 ner, 337 \ Ne . 
Bardas, Brot her to the Empreſs Theo-] Branas uſurps, p.306 and is flain, 30 
dora, his Intrigues with the young| Bryennius uſurps in the Eaſt, p.204. 4 
Emperor Michael III, p. 42, 43+ his i, talen Priſoner, 205 , 
great Authority, 44. created Cz-| Bulgarians beaten by the Romans, pi. 
far, 45. murder d 47 © I their Wars with the Empire, 56. beat 
Bardas Phocas »ſurps, p. 103. and , by the Hungarians, 57. invade 
- ſuppreſs'd, 104. declar'd General a-| Empire 69. ſubmit tbemſelves 10 Bil 
gainſt Sclerus, 122. whom be over-| lius, 134 TIT 
throws, 124. proclaim'd Emperor by 8 | 
#he Male-contents, 126, and dies of | Calo-Joannes ſucceeds his Father 
Poi ſon, 129 | lexius, p. 261. his Wars with 
Bardas Sclerus »ſurps, p. 117. over-| Turks, 263. and the Scythians, 26 
' throws the Empcror's Forces, 119. his his Conqueſis in Armenia, 26 
Generals defeated, 120. over-reach'd by his Reconciliation with his Brother 8 
Manuel, the Emperor's Lieutenant, | Sifter, 262, 265. his Progreſs into! 
122. beats Phocas, 123+ overthrown, Eaſt, 267. wounded by a Bar, 26 
124, impriſon'd at Babylon, ibid. his Speech before his Death, ibid. 
rele as d, and returns into the Empire, | Death and Character, 269 
127. impriſon'a by Phocas, 129. ſee | Carbeas, a Manichee, rewolts to the 
at Liberty, 130. and reconcil'd to the racens, p44. 
Emperor, ibid. | Clizaſthlan is Entertainment at Col 
Baſilacius wſurfs, p. 206. defeated. by|  ſtantinople, p. 278. his treacherd 
Alexius, and talen Priſoner,207,208 '| dealing, 279. ofſified by the Perſia 


declar d Cæſar, ibid. murders the Em · baviour upon his Advantage, 284, 18 
peror Michael, 48, breaks the Power Conrade, Emperor of Getmany, uw 
ef the Manichees, 49. his ſucceſsful] takes the Cruſade, p. 27 1. betray 
Stratagem, 50. addicted to Magick, c1. Manuel Comnenus, 293 
impor'd on by a Monk, ibid. his Death Conſtantine VI, ſucceeds Alexande 
and Chara der, 5, _ p 66. marries Romanus Lacopen 
Baſilius II ſaccecds John Zimiſces, p. 116. bit Daughter, 73. ſuffirs Romanus 
enters Bulgaria, 125. but returns with be crown'd Emperor, 74. whom le } 
aifhonour ibid. his Wars with the Bul-| cures to be remov d, 8 2. by which med 
garians, 131. his Succeſs, 133. he for- he is reſtor d to his former Dig" 
ces em to ſubmit, 134. his Death and]. 83. poiſon'd by his Son, 87. hi: ( 
Character, 138 | | rafter, ibid. Coal 
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alantine VII. ſucceeds Zimiſces, with 
ki: Brother Baſilius II, p. 116. bis 
Management when ſole Emperor, 139. 
ht Death, a * 4 

nfantinus Monomachus ſucceed; 
Michael V, p. 160. reduces Maniaces, 
161. and overthrows the Ruſſians, 
162. and ſuppreſſes Tornicius, 164. 
hit great b. ſeneſs, 17 FD his Death, 
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| | | 
mlantinus Ducas ſucceeds Iſaacius 
Comnenus, p. 186. his Death and 
Character, 189 - - * 
nftantinople beſieg'd by the Latins, 
p. 322. burnt, 327. beſieged 4 ſecond 
time and taken, 330, 331. and plun- 
der'd for a whole Day together, 332. 
taken by Mahomet, 423 | 

mſade, the Princes of it, p. 238. they 
kiſiege Nice, 245. and Antioch, 248. 


lem, 253 | 3 
ich loriatii, ſce. Horatii and Curiatii. 
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bandolo, (Henry) Doge of Venice, hi- 
Character, p. 31 9. his Bravery, 323 

Dolianus proclaim'd King of Hungary, 
p. 153+ he 75 1 We 156 


kuphemius declar d Emperor by the Sa- 
ncens, p. 29+ and is murder 4 30 
Eoſtathius his deſperate Attempt, p. 136* 


and Succeſs, 137 
G 


odfrey of Bulloign, one of the Princes 
in the firſt Cruſade, p. 238. arrives 
with his Army at Phulippogplis, 242 
marches in an Hoſtile manner to Con- 
ſtantinople, 243. an Agreement be- 
twixt him and the Emperor, 244 

uiſchard (Robert) bis Expedition 4. 
gainſt Alexius, p. 217. befieges Dyr- 


defeats the Emperor and takes the 
Town, 221. call d into Italy, 222. hi; 
Death, 224 


iachium, 219. his Reſolution, 220 | 


and take it, 250. they take Jeruſt | 
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tins in Conſtantinople, p. 336. , 
Death, 340 28 | . 
Hungarians defeat the Scythians, p.188. 
* defiroy the Van of Peter the Hermit's 

| Army. 240. aſjift 2 Setvians, 278 


Ibatzes the Bulgat ian oppoſes Baſilius U., 
p. 135. reduc'd by a Stratagem, 136 
Jeruſalem, taken by the the Chriftianr, 


P. 2532 * * 2 
John the Eunuch, Brot her id Michael the 

Paphlagonian, p. 147. bit Behavi« 

our, 150. and great Power, 161, 153. 
his Exact ions, 155 | 3 
John, ſee Xiphilinus. 
John, King of Bulgaria, , the Greeks, 
p. 336. and puts Baldwin the Latin 
Emperor to Death, ibid. | 
John Ducas Vataces ſucceeds Laſcaris 
at Nice, p.340. crown'd Emperer,34.2 
his Succeſs againſt the Latins, ibid 
concludes a Peace with the Turks, 343. 
and enlarges his Dominions, 349. his | 
Death and Character, 350 | 
John de Brienne, ticular King of Jeru- 
ſalem, Guardian to the young Emperor 
Baldwin 4 Conſtantinople , 347. 
where he dies, 348 
Irene offers her ſelf in Marriage to Charles 

the Great, p. 3. depoi'd and baniſb'd, 


44 5 | 
Iſaacius Comnenus declar'd Emperor by 
the Army, p. 181- defeats Stratio- 
ticus his Forces, 183. whom he forces 
to reſign, 184. his Behaviour in the 
Empire, ibid» his Reſignation and Cha. 
raFer, 186 CLAY 
Iſaacius Angelus takes Sand uary, p.300, 
crown'd Emperor, 301. he defeats thes 
Sicilians, 304+ his Forces defeated by © 
the Cypriots, 305. his Behaviour to 
the German Emperor, 308. who for- 
ces him to (ubmit, 311. his Neglect of 
State- Affairs, 3 12. depot d by bis Bro- 
ther, 314. his Character, ibid. reflor'd 
by the Latins, 325. hit Death, 328 
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Leo Tornicius ſurp-, p. 163. and is | | 
| Michael Ducas dtclar'd Emperor, p.19 


5 4 —— 
- ' * * ” of? 7 'Y 7 4 * 4 
4 = | | | . ” A . F . 2 1 
N L 0 1 = ” 
\ , : „ ' 
» * * 


* 
- 


* * 
8 7 „ #* 1 5 
„ia . % Ea» 0 4 


os 


Kegenes, - Scythian, revelts to the Ro- 


mans, p. 169. his Cruelty, 170. wound 
- 4, n 173 4 
Leo IV. declar d Emperor, p. 15. over- 
* throws the Bujgarians, 16. oppoſes 
ee he is murder d, 20 
Leo V. in Danger of his Life through 
te Practice of a Monk, p. 52+ ſuc- 
ceeds his Father Baſilius, 54. his Var, 
with the Bulgarians, 56. Conſpiracies 
, ar einlt him diſcover'd, 58. marries his 
Concubine Zoe, ibid. bis cauſle)s Jea- 
| loufies, 62. his Death and Chara- 
e Fer, 63 4 Xs 
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Maniaces uſurps, p. 161, and dies, 162 
Manuel Comnenus ſucceeds his Father, 
p. 269. diſobliges the People by his Ad- 
© miniſtration, 271. his Treachery 10 the 
Weſtern Princes, 272. his Wars with 
Roger, King of Sicily, 273. his Pro- 
g Fog, to Antioch, 277. his Behaviour 
*  fowarts the Turks, ibid. bis Indiſcre- 
tien, 281. which occaſions the Loſs of 
| bus Army, 282. his unexpected Delive- 
ruante, 284. his Negotiations in the 


W:ft, 286. an ill Divine, 287. his| 


Death and Character, 288 | 

Manuel Palæologus Emperor, p. 408 
© biſteg'd by Bajazet, 409. withdraws 
: from Conftantinople, 410. reftor'd, 
411. his Interviews with Tamerlane, 
Ibid. his Death and Character, 412, 
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1 I. ſucceeds Nice phorus, p. 12. 


and reſigns, 15 BY 
Michael II. his Behaviour during the 
- Reign ef Leo IV, p. 19. who con- 
Fes him, ibid. but is murder d by him, 
20. proclaim d Emperor, 21. hi Opi- 
nion in Matters of Religion, 22. his 
looſe Life, 29. he dies, 30 
Michael III. ſucceeds bis Father Theo- 
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| bis great Prodigality, 44. by 4 
vert hrown by the Saracens, ibid 
ates his Uncle Bardas. Czar, 45+ & 
mand him 10 be murder'd, 47. 
murder d by Baſilius, 48 
1 IV, 5 to the Em 
oe, p. 149; and im made Ener 
ibid. he A the Empire, l 
9 "50. „ 
Michael V. made Emperor, p. 19. 
depoſes Zoe, 158. and i FW 
197-200, ©, 
Michael VI. deelar'd Succeſſor to. 
odora, p. 178. his Behaviour, i8 
raiſes an Army ag dinft Iſaac Com 
nus, 182. which i defeated, 1} 
whereupon he reſigns, 184 
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hu Avarice gains him the Nam 
Parapinaces, 202. he reſigns, 203 
Michael Palzologus, withdraws 50 
Turks, E 7 recadbd, 3 5 2. Ain 
355. declar d ProtefFor of the Emir 
ibid. and iu crown'd Emperor, 1; 
remo ves with his Court to Conſtant 
nople, 360. whith he repeoplef wil 
Greek Inhabitants, 361, be pluck ol 
John the yourg Emperor's Eyes, $61 
for. which he im excommunicated by th 
Patriarch, 363. the Troubles that i 
ſu'd thereupen, 364. bis Immun 
in Religion, and Pevſecutions, ibid. 
communicated by the Pope, 365. 
Death and C haragter, 366 
e Te nk, Deſigns, 1 
328. murders the young Entperr, 130 
wy a * 1 
Mus, ſee Decius Mus. 
 Muzalo left Guardia tothe yourit En 
_ peroy John, p. 353, arvy «by the: 
| bility, ibid. 77 1 murder 138 


Nice beſſeg d by the Chriſtians, p. 240 
ſurrender d id Alexigs, 24 
Nicephorus declares againſt the Ent 
Irene, p.4. declared Emperor, 5.09 
thrown by the Atabians, 9. fan" 
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** philus, p. 40. 8 d generate Prince, 43. 


Bulgaria, 11 


Nic 


5 ephorus #he Patriarch baniſb'd By 
the Emperor Leo, p. 18 * 
jcephotus Callameus 
gainſt 1he Saracens, p. 89. vim. 
4: Conſtantinople, 91. ſaluted Em- 
peror in the Eaft; 92. crown d at Con- 


his Brhaviour at home, 96. ſlain by 
Zimilces, 98. his Character, ibid. 

' Nicephorus Botoniates ane by the 
Turks, p. 203. 4c 
204. depot d, 2 44 
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Peter, the He 


239, he arrive at Conſtantinople, 
240» paſſes the Straits, 241, and bſes 
his Army, 242 ned. os 
etreius, ſee Afranius. 


Princes of the Cruſade to afſift his Bro- 
ther Alexius, p. 318 5 
Phocas deſeated by the Balgarians,p:70. 
declar d a Traitor, 73. and D de, 


Roger, King of Sicily, his Murt with 
Manuel the Greek Emperor, 
Romanus Lacopenus Admira 


zu,, Roman Navy, p+ 71. crown'd Empe: 
, 330 or, 74. his Speech to the King of Bul- 
garia, 76. depos'd by his own Sons, 82 

| Romanus, the Son of Conſtantine VI. 
it tl „ Prattices againſt his Father, p. 86. 
the. whom he ſucceeds in the Empire, 88. 
355 his Death, go e 

Romanus II. his firſt Actiont, p. 141. 
9. 14 his Expedition againſt the Saracens, 
| 143. his great Severity, 145. poiſon'd 
mfr by the Empreſs Zoe, and ſtifled in a|_ 
. 6 Bath, 148; 149. his Charatter, 149 
lain i manus Diogenes marries the Empreſs \ 
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ſtantinople, ibid: his Expedition, 94. |; 


knowledg'd Emperor, | 


Newianus bir Anſwer 76 Alexius, p. 
i, the beam of the (1 bf 


firſt Cruſade, p. 236+ bis unfortunate |. 
Expedition, 238. and unhappy Condut#,\ 


Philip, he German Zmperor ,engages the | 


74 \ "peror Iſaac Angelds, 304 © 
Phocas, ſee Bardas. —_ +» [Stanratius; Nicephorus his Som c 
Pyrrhus, an Antiochian, betrays the City | Emperor, p. 7. marry'd ro Theophie 

to the Chriſtians, p. 267 I nia, 9. forſakes the Palate, and” turks 
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their Wars, 177, 425. defeated by the” 
Hungatians, 188. „vert hromm by A- 
lex ius, 228. they renew the Mur, 23359 
', and are overthrown, 2333 On 
Sicilians thelr great Cruelties at Thefs * 
ſalonicz, p 299 adefeated by the H. 


Stephen, Romanus Lacopenus his Son, 
depoſes his Father, p. 82. and is him- 


ſelf depos a, 83 = 


Tangrolipix derlar d Sultamof ther Parks 
in Perſia, p 165+ his Afions, 168m, * 
& Sad. * 

Teichomere his tragical Story, p15 4 

Theoctiſtus appointed Tutor to the young © © 

Emperor Michael III, p. 40. by whoſe © 
Order he is put to Death, 42 8 

Theodora, the Daughter of Conſtan- 

tine VII. declar'd Empreſs together 
with her Sifter Zoe, p. 159» is del "+ 
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" "Empreſs, 177. her Management 
Death, 177, 178 2 
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„Theophilus the Empertt': 


. Court, 43 | 18 6. . | 
Theodorus, a Monk, his dengetout Graft 
p. 52. his Puniſhmenty 5 4 
Theodorus Comnenus, Prince 
"bis, Aions, p. 338, GC, 
Theodorus Nee Emperor 
teeks in Ni 2334. bis. , 
336. appoints his Succeſſor, 338. hi, 
"Death ond Ghoreffers 240... 
Son of John 


Thbeodorus Laſcaris II. the 
| Ducas, ſacceedt bis Father in the Em. 
5 He" at Nice, p 351: his Death, 353 
8 Jucceeds his Father Micha- 


el II, p. 31. .revenges the "Emperor 
Leos Murder. JoUl, to eat Danger, 
31. bus canuſeleſs Jealoufies, 34. his 


Death,39. his Saying before his Death, 
and his Charafer, 40. 
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Theophobus his. Birth and Cherader, | 


p- 32, declar d Emperor by the muts- 
de, Perſians, 36, murder d by the 


" Emperor Theophilus his Order, 40 
Turks conquer Perſia, p- 165. defeated 

_ by. the Romans, 167. their Succeſs in 
Iberia, 174. their Incurſions into the 
\ Empire, 190. their Offers for A beate 
rejected, 195. defeat the Romans, 199 


an Agreement among th 
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cars, 352. frft cad "inte Ennele 
371. where they defiroy. rhe A 
; Provinces, 37 3. overthrown, 351 
feat the Chriſt;ans ,- 391, furs 
Nice, 392. their firſt Setrlements 
Europe, 406. they tabs Theſlalow 
es, 413. befege Conſtantinople, gi 
which they take, $23 +, 2 
Xiphilipas. (Joha ) Patriarch of Gaz 
| Rantinople, over-reach'd by ant 
much, p. 191, 112 
imifces, his Succeſs 87 ainft-the 11 
cens, p. 93. aſpiras to the Em 
eromm d, . 100, bis Exped Hj,Eͤᷣ 
his Succeſs, ibid. &c. his Triumph 
Conſtantinople, 113. puſan's, x55 
Zoe, a great Beauty, marry'd to thek 

peror Leo V, p. 59. baniſt'd.f 
Court, 66. recall'd, 67. remade 
the Government, 72. and forc'd til 
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